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To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  NATHANIEL  HEARD 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  12, 1780. 
Sir:  As  there  is  a  large  number  of  horses  and  Cattle  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  enemy  which  they  will  no  doubt  convert  to  their 
own  benefit  and  without  making  compensation  to  the  owners, 
the  good  of  the  service  and  a  regard  to  the  individuals  to  whom 
they  belong  require  that  they  should  be  immediately  removed. 
The  rules  of  war  justify  this  precaution  and  good  policy  forbids 
us  to  leave  so  valuable  a  resource  in  the  power  of  the  enemy. 
I  therefore  authorise  and  desire  you  as  speedily  as  possible  to 
have  all  the  horses  and  Cattle  (except  a  few  milch  cows  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  family  use)  within  five  miles  of  the  water 
from  Newark  to  Amboy  driven  off  and  delivered  to  the  Com- 
missary of  Provisions  or  his  assistants,  who  will  have  them  dis- 
posed of  at  some  secure  places  to  be  returned  to  the  owners  as 
soon  as  circumstances  will  permit;  except  such  as  the  exigency 
of  service  may  require  to  be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  army, 
which  will  be  paid  for  at  the  market  price.1  That  justice  may 
be  done  to  the  owners,  you  will  direct  your  collecting  parties  to 
keep  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of  horses  and  Cattle  taken 
from  each  person.2 

JOn  June  14  these  instructions  to  Heard  were  modified  as  follows:  "To  deliver  the 
horses  you  collect  to  the  Quarter  master  Genl.  or  his  assistant.  To  deliver  all  the  Cattle 
unfit  for  immediate  use  to  the  contractor  of  the  County,  who  will  dispose  of  them  in 
some  safe  place  till  further  orders."  These  instructions  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

2  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

8701  1 
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To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COOPERATION 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  12, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  received  information  which  though  not 
official,  I  deem  authentic,  that  some  of  the  states  have  taken 
up  the  measure  of  augmenting  their  batalions  by  a  draft  on  a 
less  extensive  footing  than  was  urged  in  your  circular  letter  of 
the  25th  of  May.  Though  I  wish  to  pay  in  every  instance  im- 
plicit deference  to  the  determinations  of  the  respective  states, 
I  think  it  my  duty  in  the  present  crisis,  once  more  to  declare 
with  freedom,  that  I  conceive  the  measure  of  filling  our  bat- 
alions to  their  full  complement,  fundamental  to  a  cooperation 
on  a  large  scale;  that  any  thing  short  of  this  will  infallibly 
compel  us  to  confine  ourselves  to  a  mere  defensive  plan,  except 
as  to  some  little  partial  indecisive  enterprises  against  remote 
points;  and  will  of  course  disappoint  the  expectations  of  our 
allies  and  protract  the  war.  The  force  which  has  been  stated 
as  necessary  is  as  small  as  can  give  us  any  prospect  of  a  decisive 
effort.  If  it  is  not  furnished,  we  must  renounce  every  hope  of 
this  kind.  It  remains  with  the  states  to  realize  the  conse- 
quences. I  have  the  honor  etc.3 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Short  Hills,  Monday,  June  12, 1780. 
Parole  Springfield.    Countersigns  F.,  O. 
Watchword  Take  Care. 

{Colonel  Steward 
Major  Reed4 
Brigade  Major  Van  Laer 


3The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  result  of  this  letter  was 
that  the  committee  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  States  (June  12),  a  copy  of  which 
is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

4Maj.  James  Randolph  Reid. 
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Field  Returns  of  the  officers  and  men  "present  fit  for  Ac- 
tion "  to  be  delivered  at  six  o  clock  this  afternoon. 

Picquets  to  be  paraded  at  5  o  clock  P.  M:  between  the  right 
and  left  Wing  of  the  Front  line  where  the  Grand  Parade  is 
assigned  'till  further  orders. 

A  Chain  of  Sentinels  to  be  posted  round  each  Division. 

A  Captain  of  the  day  from  each  division  to  be  appointed 
as  usual. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

In  Case  of  an  Alarm  Colonel  Taylor's 5  regiment  of  Militia 
is  to  join  the  right  wing  of  the  Army  and  Colonel  Van  Dyck's 6 
and  Colonel  Nelson's7  the  Left  to  be  disposed  of  as  Major 
General  St  Clair  and  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  shall  judge 
most  proper. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Short  Hills,  Tuesday,  June  13, 1780. 
Parole  America.    Countersigns  Arms,  Arts. 
Watchword  Holland. 

Brigadier  General  Huntington 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commdt 

Hubley 
Brigade  Major  Bradford8 
At  a  General  Court  martial  of  the  Line  whereof  Colonel 
Meigs  is  President,  June  2nd.  1780,  Captain  Chrystie9  of  the 
3d.  Pennsylvania  regiment  was  tried  for: 

"  Refusing  (contrary  to  the  regulations  established  by  Con- 
gress) to  take  his  Post  and  march  with  the  detachment  for 

5  Col.  Robert  Taylor,  of  the  New  Jersey  Militia. 

6  Col.  Henry  Van  Dyke,  of  the  New  Jersey  Militia. 
Col.  John  Nelson,  of  the  New  Jersey  Militia. 

8Maj.  William  Bradford,  of  Sherburne's  Additional  Continental  regiment. 
"Capt.  James  Christie  (Chrystie).   He  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Pennsylvania 
Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 
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Guard  from  the  Brigade  to  the  Grand  Parade  when  requested 
by  the  Major  of  Brigade". 

The  Court  on  mature  Consideration  are  of  opinion  that  Cap- 
tain Chrystie  is  Guilty  of  the  Charge  against  him  being  contra- 
dictory to  the  Regulations  for  the  Order  and  Discipline  of  the 
Troops  and  in  breach  of  the  5th.  Article  18  section  of  the  rules 
and  Articles  of  War  and  do  Sentence  him  to  be  reprimanded 
in  Brigade  Orders. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
and  directs  it  to  be  carried  into  Execution ;  and  He  thinks  proper 
to  declare  that  Captain  Chrystie  was  wrong  in  the  first  instance 
in  refusing  to  take  the  command  of  the  detachment  when  re- 
quested by  Captain  Van  Laer  the  Brigade  Major  and  that  he 
has  been  still  more  so  in  the  defence  he  has  made  both  in  man- 
ner and  matter. 

The  Forming  the  detachment  on  the  Brigade  Parade  was  of 
right  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Van  Laer  not  as  a  Captain 
but  as  Brigade  Major  and  the  officers  to  march  it  to  the  Grand 
Parade  were  to  be  Posted  by  him  not  from  any  rank  acquired 
by  his  appointment  but  from  the  very  nature  and  duties  of  the 
office  itself. 

When  die  sentence  is  carried  into  execution  Captain  Chrystie 
is  to  be  released  from  his  Arrest. 

At  the  same  Court,  June  3d.  1780  Ensign  Russel 10  of  Colo- 
nel Sherburne's  late  regiment  was  tried  for  "Defaming  Colonel 
Sherburne's  Character  in  Company  by  saying  he  was  a  damn'd 
liar  and  Rascal ". 

The  Court  on  mature  consideration  are  of  opinion  that  the 
Charge  against  Ensign  Russel  is  not  fully  supported  yet  they 
are  of  opinion  that  the  expressions  Mr.  Russel  made  use  of 

"Ensign  Thomas  Russell.    He  was  aide  to  Brig.  Gen.  John  Stark  and  retired  in 
January,  1781. 
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respecting  Colonel  Sherburne  were  highly  indecent  and  illib- 
eral more  especially  when  used  by  an  inferior  officer  respecting 
his  superior,  he  being  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  particu- 
lar regiment  to  which  Ensign  Russel  belonged  and  that  he  is 
Guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  5th  Article  18th.  Section  of  the  Rules 
and  Articles  of  War  and  do  sentence  that  Ensign  Russel  be 
Reprimanded  in  General  Orders. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 
The  Expressions  Mr.  Russel  used  were  diametrically  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  good  breeding  in  the  first  place  and  in  the  second 
entirely  disrespectful  considering  the  relative  situation  between 
him  and  Colonel  Sherburne;  and  in  this  view  the  General  can- 
not but  consider  his  conduct  to  have  been  highly  reprehensible. 
He  is  released  from  his  Arrest. 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COOPERATION 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  13, 1780. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  examined  the  system  for  the  Quarter 
Masters  department  with  as  much  attention  as  the  time  I  have 
had  for  it,  and  the  hurry  of  my  situation  would  permit.11  It 
appears  to  me  as  good  an  one  as  we  can  adopt  in  the  present 
posture  of  our  affairs. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  I  conceive  it  indispensably  nec- 
essary for  the  Committee  at  once  to  fix  the  Salaries  of  the 
different  offices  finally.  A  reference  will  cause  delay,  perhaps 
considerable  delay,  and  the  advanced  period  of  the  season,  and 
the  exigency  of  the  conjuncture  will  admit  of  none.  The  de- 
partment should  instantly  be  put  in  full  activity  and  this  can- 
not be  the  case  unless  those  employed  in  it  know  on  what 
terms  they  are  to  act. 

"For  text  of  the  plan  of  the  Quartermaster  Department  adopted  by  Congress,  see 
the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  July  15,  1780. 
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With  the  greatest  deference  I  think  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  page  22d  will  prove  eventually  in- 
jurious and  against  the  interests  of  oeconomy.  To  specify  an 
ultimate  will  be  to  give  it.  The  establishment  will  be  an  act 
of  notoriety,  and  those  who  would  otherwise  have  served  for 
less  when  they  once  know  that  Congress  have  determined  a 
particular  sum  will  insist  on  that.  If  the  limitation  is  ample 
the  Public  will  then  lose  by  it;  if  it  is  parsimonious  proper  per- 
sons will  not  be  found  to  engage  in  the  department,  and 
the  worst  consequences  must  follow.  The  approbation  of  the 
Board  of  War  being  required  will  be  a  sufficient  security  for 
the  discretion  of  the  Quarter  Master  General.  With  perfect 
respect  etc. 

I  return  herewith  the  copy  of  the  system  sent  me  by  the 
Committee. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILEMON  DICKINSON 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  13, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  of  receiving  yours  of  the  nth. 
instant.  The  enemy  still  continue  upon  Elizabeth  town  point 
with  their  pickets  advanced  to  the  Town.  The  Militia  assem- 
bled in  a  very  spirited  manner  upon  the  first  alarm.  Their 
numbers  at  present  amount  to  between  2500  and  3000;  but  as 
I  knew  it  must  be  extremely  inconvenient  for  so  many  to  re- 
main abroad,  I  had,  last  evening  a  meeting  with  General 
Heard  and  the  Field  Officers  when  it  was  determined  to  en- 
deavour to  keep  up  about  1500  and  dismiss  the  remainder. 
That  number  I  think  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  present  force 
of  the  enemy  in  check.  Should  they  receive  reinforcements 
and  advance  into  the  Country,  we  must  then  call  out  such 
further  force  as  circumstances  may  require.  I  think  the  mode 
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of  keeping  out  the  number  I  have  mentioned  preferable  to 
that  of  calling  out  the  whole  at  once,  unless  there  should  be  a 
certain  want  of  their  services. 

I  shall  be  very  happy  to  see  you  immediately  at  Camp  where 
I  think  the  proper  arrangements  may  be  made  with  more 
precision  than  at  Trenton.  I  am  etc.12 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Short  Hills,  Wednesday,  June  14, 1780. 
Parole  Portsmouth.    Countersigns  L.,  C. 
Watchword  Silence. 

Brigadier  General  Irvine 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Sumner13 
Brigade  Major  Ely 
A  Detachment  to  be  Paraded  at  twelve  oClock  this  day  with 
two  days  Provisions  and  forty  rounds  per  man 
Major  Parr  to  take  the  Command 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Brigadier  General  Wayne  will  take  Command  of  the  first 
and  Brigadier  General  Irvine  of  the  second  Pennsylvania 
Brigade. 

A  Surgeon  or  Mate  from  the  1st  Connecticut  Brigade  to 
join  the  detachment  under  Major  Parr. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  14, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  Excellencys 
letter  of  the  8th.,  inclosing  a  Copy  of  one  to  Congress.  There 

12  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

13  Lieut.  Col.  John  Sumner,  of  the  Fourth  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1781. 
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is  nothing  I  am  so  happy  in  as  in  complying  with  every  re- 
quest you  make  and  motives  of  public  utility  would  induce  me 
to  take  any  step  which  I  conceived  I  could  do  with  propriety  to 
forward  measures  which  in  any  manner  effect  the  supplies  of 
the  Army.  But  in  the  present  case  the  affair  appears  to  me 
to  stand  upon  a  delicate  footing  and  to  relate  to  arrangements 
of  such  a  nature  as  I  have  always  cautiously  avoided  interfering 
in.  I  trust  my  scruples  to  your  Excellency's  delicacy  and  I  have 
no  doubt  on  reconsideration,  you  will  approve  my  declining  to 
write  to  Congress  on  the  subject  in  question.14 

I  thank  Your  Excellency  for  the  exertions  you  are  making 
to  give  relief  to  our  distresses.  Every  new  circumstance  proves 
more  and  more  the  necessity  of  exertion  in  the  present  crisis, 
and  evinces  how  much  we  have  to  fear  if  a  spirit  of  energy 
does  not  immediately  and  generally  pervade  the  States. 

The  Enemy  still  continue  in  the  position  they  took  at  Eliza- 
beth Town  point  and  are  in  all  probability  waiting  the  arrival 
of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  commence  a  vigorous  operation  some- 
where. Our  situation  is  as  embarrassing  as  you  can  imagine. 
When  they  unite  their  force  it  will  be  infinitely  more  so.  Time 
must  unfold  the  result.  I  have  the  honor  etc.15 

To  JAMES  BOWDOIN 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield  in  New  Jersey, 

June  14,  1780. 
D.  Sir:  I  have  received  Your  Two  favors  of  the  29th  and 
31st  of  last  Month,  with  the  plan  referred  to,  and  have  to  return 
You  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  same  and  for  your  very  kind 

Payment  of  debts  due  Connecticut  cattle  feeders  and  settlement  of  the  accounts  of 
the  late  Commissary  General  of  Purchasers,  Joseph  Trumbull. 

"In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library.  The  draft,  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is  dated  June  13,  1780. 
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and  polite  attention  to  my  request.  The  plan  and  table  of  ref- 
erence are  very  intelligible  and  satisfactory,  and  convey  a  clear 
idea  of  many  points,  about  which  I  was  uninformed  before. 
These  may  be  of  great  use,  and  from  the  manner  and  the  per- 
son, the  accounts  were  obtained  with  respect  to  the  Fortifica- 
tions, I  have  no  doubt  of  their  accuracy  as  to  these,  at  the  time 
to  which  they  relate.  The  place16  appears  to  be  very  strong 
and  to  have  had  much  attention  paid  to  it's  security  latterly. 
I  am  in  hopes  from  the  measures  General  Heath  has  taken, 
that  he  will  be  able  to  procure  intelligence  of  it's  improvements 
and  force  to  a  late  period. 

With  respect  to  Charles  Town,  although  I  have  received  no 
Official  advices  of  it  on  our  part,  the  loss  of  it  seems  placed 
beyond  doubt.  The  Articles  of  Capitulation  are  published  in  a 
York  Gazette  Extraordinary  by  Authority,  which  were  signed 
the  12  of  May,  with  all  the  preliminary  negotiations  between  the 
Commanders.  The  Garrison,  at  least  the  part  denominated 
Continental,  are  prisoners  of  War.  This  is  a  severe  blow;  but 
not  such  as  will  ruin  us,  if  we  exert  ourselves  virtuously  and  as 
we  are  able.  Something  like  it  seems  to  have  been  necessary, 
to  rouse  us  from  the  more  than  thrice  unaccountable  state  of 
security  in  which  we  were  sunk.  Heaven  grant  the  blow  may 
have  this  effect.  If  it  should,  the  misfortune  may  prove  a  benefit 
and  the  means  of  saving  us. 

On  Tuesday  night  the  Enemy  landed  at  Elizabeth  Town 
point,  with  all  the  force  they  could  draw  from  New  York  and 
it's  dependencies  under  the  command  of  General  Knyphausen, 
and  proceeded  the  next  morning  into  the  Country  about  Seven 
miles,  within  half  a  mile  of  this  place.  At  night  they  retired 
to  the  point  of  debarkation,  where  they  have  remained  ever 
since.  In  their  advance  they  were  most  spiritedly  opposed  by 

"Halifax. 
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the  Jersey  Troops  who  lay  in  the  Neighbourhood,  and  by  such 
of  the  militia  as  had  an  opportunity  from  their  situation  and 
the  suddenness  of  the  occasion,  to  turn  out;  and  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe  they  were  a  good  deal  galled.  Brigadier  Genl 
Stirling,  it  seems  from  good  authority,  was  wounded  in  the 
thigh  by  our  picket  soon  after  they  debarked.  This  movement 
of  the  Enemy  brought  the  Army  to  this  post  on  Wednesday 
last.  The  cause  which  justifies  this  Insulting  manuvre  on  their 
part,  most  deeply  effects  the  honor  of  the  States,17  a  vindication 
of  which  could  not  be  attempted  in  the  present  situation  of 
the  Army,  without  most  eminently  hazarding  their  security, 
at  least  so  far  as  it  might  depend  upon  the  safety  of  the  latter. 
Such  is  our  weak,  diminished  condition.  Our  character,  our 
interest,  our  all  that  is  dear  demand,  that  the  States  should 
without  the  least  delay,  fill  their  Battallions  according  to  their 
established  complement.  If  this  is  not  done,  we  cannot  co- 
operate with  the  force  so  generously  coming  from  our  Ally 
on  any  large  scale,  and  may,  however  flattering  our  views  of 
success  may  be  thought  by  many,  easily  become  a  ruined  and 
an  undone  people.  You  cannot,  My  Dear  Sir,  render  a  more 
essential  service  to  your  Country,  than  to  promote  as  far  as  it 
may  be  in  your  power,  this  desirable  and  all  interesting  work. 
I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  The  enemy  burnt  a  Meeting  House  and  several  Dwell- 
ing Houses  and  Barns.  They  lost  about  Forty  prisoners.  We 
have  suffered  but  very  inconsiderably  in  this  affair;  and  I  have 
the  pleasure  to  add  that  the  Militia  never  turned  out  with 
greater  spirit,  than  on  this  occasion.18  cms.  h.  s.] 

"Knyphausen's  advance  into  Jersey  seems  to  have  been  encouraged  by  the  number 
of  deserters  daily  coming  into  the  British  lines,  which  led  the  German  commander  to 
believe  that  a  movement  in  force  into  the  State  would  result  in  large  numbers  of  in- 
habitants returning  to  British  allegiance.  The  strong  opposition  he  encountered  from 
the  militia  and  Continentals  completely  disabused  his  mind  of  this  idea. 

18  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  14, 1780. 

Gentn:  I  was  yesterday  afternoon  honoured  with  your  Two 
Letters  of  the  7th  and  8th  Inst.  In  consequence  of  the  request 
contained  in  the  first  I  have  directed  Captain  Bowman19  to  re- 
pair to  Philadelphia,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  presenting 
this  to  the  Board. 

The  Sentence  against  Captain  Coren  will  be  published  and 
confirmed  in  General  Orders;  but  the  proceedings  at  present 
are  at  the  Adjutant  General's  Office  in  Morris  Town. 

General  Knyphausen  has  informed  me  in  answer  to  my  Let- 
ter on  the  subject,  that  he  did  not  think  himself  authorized  to 
act  on  my  proposition  for  mutually  appointing  Agents  for  pris- 
oners, but  that  he  would  take  the  earliest  occasion  to  transmit 
my  Letter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  With  respect  to  the  Bills,  his 
Answer  is  intirely  silent;  it  being  his  wish  I  presume  to  leave 
this,  as  well  as  the  Other  business  to  Sir  Harry  Clinton's 
determination. 

Captn.  Bowman  has  in  charge  a  Captn  Joel 20  who  has  just 
come  from  New  York,  and  who  pretends  to  have  left  the  Brit- 
ish Army  in  disgust.  I  cannot  determine  whether  this  is  true 
or  false;  but  I  cannot  but  view  him  with  an  eye  of  suspicion. 
I  think  it  necessary  at  least,  in  the  present  conjuncture  of 
things,  that  he  should  be  safely  kept  and  I  wish  the  Board  to 
have  him  so  confined  as  to  prevent  him  any  opportunity  of 
escaping,  if  it  should  be  his  intention;  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  may  be  comfortably  used,  and  not  treated  with  any  degree 
of  rigour  or  disrespect  'till  they  hear  further  from  me.  The 
Board  will  be  pleased  to  permit  Captn  Bowman  to  return  to 

19Capt.  Nathaniel  Bowman,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment.  His  instructions, 
written  and  signed  by  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  are  dated  June  16  and  are  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

^Capt.  Benjamin  Edgar  Joel,  of  the  British  Navy(?). 
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his  Regiment  as  soon  as  they  can,  as  he  is  said  to  be  a  very  brave 
and  active  Officer. 

The  Enemy  still  remain  out  with  all  the  force  they  can  pos- 
sibly draw  from  New  York  and  their  other  posts,  and  confine 
themselves  to  Elizabeth  Town  point,  advancing  parties  into 
the  North  part  of  the  Town.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.21 

To  DANIEL  MARSH22 

Head  Quarters,  June  14, 1780. 

Sir:  Brigadier  General  Herd  is  directed  to  drive  off  all  the 
Cattle  from  Newark  to  Amboy  within  five  Miles  of  the  water; 
the  fit  for  immediate  use  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Commis- 
sary or  his  assistant  and  the  others  to  you.  But  that  the  inhabit- 
ants may  have  justice  done  to  them,  I  am  to  request  you  will 
in  conjunction  with  a  Magistrate  have  the  cattle  delivered  to 
the  Commissary  appraised  previous  to  the  delivery. 

With  respect  to  the  others,  you  will  also  have  them  appraised 
in  the  same  mode  and  placed  out  at  pasture  in  some  safe  and 
convenient  place  in  the  rear  of  the  army  'till  they  are  fit  for  the 
use  of  the  army.  I  am  &c.23 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ALEXANDER  McDOUGALL 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  15, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  You  will  have  heard  of  the  enemy's  incursion  into 
the  Jersies.  They  still  remain  at  Elizabeth  Town  point,  all  ap- 
pearances announce  a  serious  design.  My  apprehensions  are 
up  for  West  point.  Clinton  is  every  moment  expected,  and 
may  push  up  the  North  River.  I  shall  be  happy  to  have  the  Aid 

21  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
"Contractor  for  supplies  for  Essex  County,  N.  J. 

23 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  same  letter  was  sent  to 
Schuyler,  contractor  for  Middlesex  County,  N.  J. 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 
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of  your  abilities  at  the  post,  and  am  to  desire  you  will  imme- 
diately on  receipt  of  this  repair  thither.  The  Garrison  consists 
of  five  Brigades  which  will  afford  you  a  command. 

I  have  directed  General  Howe  without  loss  of  time  to  collect 
his  force  and  keep  himself  compact.  I  am  &c.24 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Short  Hills,  Thursday,  June  15, 1780. 

Parole  Pennsylvania.    Countersigns  Reed,  Rome. 

Watchword  Look  out. 

Colonel  Livingston 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Hait25 
Brigade  Major  Woodbridge26 

The  Commanding  officers  of  Regiments  are  to  see  that  their 
men's  Arms  are  cleaned  in  the  best  manner  and  their  Ammu- 
nition critically  Inspected.  The  Brigade  Conductors  are  to 
have  a  proper  Quantity  of  spare  Ammunition  on  hand. 

The  most  pointed  Attention  is  to  be  paid  to  the  Order  re- 
specting cooked  provisions,  and  if  three  days  cooked  provision 
could  be  constantly  kept  on  hand,  it  would  be  much  preferable 
to  two. 

The  General  Courtmartial  whereof  Brigadier  General  Hand 
is  President  will  assemble  tomorrow  morning  Nine  o'clock  at 
Springfield  near  the  Church  and  proceed  on  the  Trial  of 
Doctor  Shippen. 

In  case  of  an  Alarm  the  Members  are  to  repair  immediately 
to  their  respective  Commands. 

24  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  kindly 
furnished  by  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosenbach,  of  New  York  City. 

25  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph  Hait,  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1781. 

26Maj.  Theodore  Woodbridge,  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  was  ap- 
pointed brigade  major  and  inspector  to  July,  1781;  transferred  to  the  Second  Connec- 
ticut Regiment  in  January,  1781;  retired  in  January,  1783. 
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The  officers  composing  the  General  Court  martial  whereof 
Colonel  Meigs  is  President  are  to  go  through  the  common 
routine  of  duty  'till  ordered  to  reassemble. 

A  Subaltern  from  Hand's  Brigade  to  join  the  Detachment 
under  Major  Parr  immediately. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  15, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  The  enemy  still  remain  here  and  every  thing  indi- 
cates that  they  have  some  serious  enterprise  in  view.  My  sus- 
picions for  the  North  River  still  continue  and  rather  increase. 
It  is  some  time  since  I  have  had  a  return  of  your  garrison  there- 
fore I  cannot  judge  precisely  of  your  force;  but  if  you  have  not 
Two  thousand  five  hundred  rank  and  file  fit  for  action,  you 
will  be  pleased  immediately  to  apply  to  Governor  Clinton  for 
Militia  to  complete  you  to  that  number.  Not  knowing  with 
certainty  the  state  of  things  on  the  Northern  Frontier,  I  have 
not  thought  it  advisable  to  give  a  positive  order  for  Clinton's 
return;  but  I  have  written  to  the  Governor  in  such  a  spirit  that 
if  his  presence  above  should  not  be  indispensable,  he  will  cer- 
tainly reinforce  you  as  speedily  as  possible.  When  this  event 
takes  place,  you  will  dismiss  the  Militia. 

In  my  letter  of  the  10th  inst.  I  urged  you  to  collect  all  your 
force  to  the  immediate  defence  of  the  Posts  (West  Point  and 
its  dependencies).  I  hope  it  will  be  done  before  this  reaches 
you;  but  if  any  part  of  your  force  remains  divided,  you  will 
instantly  call  it  in,  and  keep  yourself  compact  whatever  temp- 
tations may  be  thrown  out  to  induce  you  to  detach. 

If  the  enemy's  designs  should  be  against  this  army,  you  may 
be  useful  to  us  by  making  a  demonstration  in  your  quarter. 

I  would  therefore  have  you  to  collect  a  number  of  boats  at 
West  Point  sufficient  for  two  thousand  men  to  put  the  garrison 
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under  moving  orders  with  three  days  provisions;  to  circulate 
ideas  of  having  the  militia  ready  for  a  sudden  call;  apply 
to  Governor  Trumbull  [for  the  advance  of  the  Connt.  State 
Regiments]  and  to  take  such  other  steps  as  may  make  a  noise 
(without  over  doing  the  matter)  and  give  the  enemy  some 
alarm. 

You  can  also  send  in27  [or  some  emissary]  to  New  York 
with  these  particulars  so  colored  as  to  give  them  the  greatest 
likelihood  of  making  the  desired  impression.  You  may  in- 
struct him  to  tell  the  enemy  that  he  was  sent  in  to  find  out 
the  general  state  and  disposition  of  the  force  on  the  Island  of 
New  York;  but  that  his  inquiries  were  more  particularly  to  be 
directed  to  the  Magazines  at  Fort  Washington  and  other 
places  accessible  to  the  Water. 

If  any  movements  of  the  enemy  should  come  to  your  knowl- 
edge which  announce  an  immediate  attempt  upon  your  post, 
you  will  give  notice  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  and  solicit 
succour  from  that  state. 

I  have  desired  General  McDougall  to  join  you  without 
delay.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  I  have  requested  Governor  Clinton  to  give  you  such 
aid  of  transportation  &c.  as  you  may  stand  in  need  of  for  sup- 
plying the  garrison.28 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  15, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  Your  Excellency  the  copy 
of  a  letter  which  I  wrote  the  10th  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of 

"Hamilton  had  written  "Hs,"  meaning  probably  John  Hendricks,  and  afterwards 
crossed  it  out. 

28  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington. 
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your  State,  and  the  Duplicate  of  another,  transmitted  in  that 
for  Brigadier  General  Clinton.  The  appearances  here  indicate 
more  and  more  a  serious  design  and  increase  my  apprehen- 
sions for  West  Point.  I  am  therefore  infinitely  anxious  that  the 
New  York  Brigade  should  as  speedily  as  possible  reinforce 
that  post  unless  objects  equally  pressing  and  important  de- 
mand their  assistance  on  the  frontier.  Your  Excellency  knows 
the  immense  value  of  West  Point,  and  will  determine  as  exi- 
gencies may  require. 

I  have  directed  Major  General  Howe  in  case  his  force  does 
not  amount  to  a  number  sufficient  for  completely  maning 
all  the  works,  to  apply  to  you  for  such  a  number  of  Militia 
as  will  make  up  the  deficiency,  'till  the  arrival  of  the  New 
York  brigade.  I  entreat  your  Excellency  to  comply  with  his 
request.  I  have  &c. 

P.  S.  I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  give  General  Howe  such 
aid  of  transportation  or  otherwise  as  he  may  stand  in  need  of 
for  supplying  the  garrison.29 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  June  16,  1780. 

Gentlemen:  I  am  honored  with  your  letters  of  the  12th  and 
13th.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  step  you  took  respect- 
ing the  city-horse;30  their  services  here  at  this  juncture  will 
be  extremely  useful.  I  write  to  His  Excellency  the  President, 
requesting  they  may  be  sent  forward. 

I  shall  have  no  objection  to  Lt.  Col.  Conolly's  having  the  in- 
dulgence he  asks  though  I  should  wish  his  going  in  to  be  post- 
poned 'till  affairs  here  have  come  to  some  kind  of  issue.  I  shall 

29The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
^The  Philadelphia  City  Light  Horse. 
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do  myself  the  honour  to  inform  the  Board  when  this  is  the 
case.  With  the  greatest  respect  etc. 

P.  S.  Several  Marine  Prisoners  Paroled  and  exchanged  have 
lately  been  sent  from  Philadelphia  on  their  way  to  New  York 
in  a  very  irregular  manner.  They  have  come  without  conduc- 
tors and  the  first  thing  we  have  heard  of  them  was  that  they 
were  in  the  midst  of  our  Camp.  This  may  be  attended  with 
many  inconveniences.  I  do  not  know  under  whose  direction 
the  Marine  Prisoners  are,  but  I  should  be  glad  the  Board  would 
take  measures  to  have  the  matter  rectified.  The  Prisoners 
should  be  halted  at  a  distance  from  the  Army  and  notice  sent 
of  their  approach.31 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Short  Hills,  Friday,  June  16, 1780. 

Parole  Wallkill.    Countersigns  N.,  G. 

Watchword  Camp. 

Colonel  Hazen 

Of  die  Day  Tomorrows  Lieutenant  Colonel  North 
.Brigade  Major  Alexander32 

The  Commander  in  Chief  wishes  to  inform  such  of  the  Mili- 
tia as  were  wounded  while  bravely  contending  with  the  Enemy 
the  other  day  when  they  advanced  into  the  Country,  and  such 
as  have  been  wounded  since;  that  they  will  be  immediately 
conveyed  to  the  most  convenient  Continental  Hospitals  if  they 
choose  it,  where  every  possible  Care  and  Attention  will  be 
paid  by  the  Hospital  Surgeons,  to  effect  their  recovery  from  the 
wounds  which  they  have  acquired  with  so  much  Honor  to 
themselves  and  to  their  Country  and  if  there  are  any  in  the 

31  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  Richard 
Kidder  Meade. 

32Maj.  William  Alexander,  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1783. 
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vicinity  of  the  Army  whose  situation  will  not  admit  of  then- 
being  removed  or  who  prefer  remaining  at  their  Houses,  the 
Surgeons  of  the  Army  being  informed  of  the  Places  they  are  at 
will  visit  them  and  contribute  all  in  their  power  to  their  relief. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

At  a  Brigade  General  Court  martial  held  in  General  Max- 
well's Brigade  the  15th.  instant  whereof  Colonel  Spencer  is 
President;  Thomas  Brown  soldier  of  the  2nd.  Jersey  regiment 
was  tried  for  "Desertion  and  persuading  another  soldier  to 
desert"  found  Guilty  of  both  charges  being  a  breach  of  the  1st. 
and  4th.  Articles  of  the  6th.  Section  of  the  Articles  of  War  and 
sentenced  (more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Court  agreeing  thereto) 
to  suffer  Death. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  and  orders 
it  to  be  put  in  Execution  tomorrow  morning  Nine  o'clock  at 
such  place  as  General  Maxwell  shall  think  proper. 

The  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Meigs  is  Presi- 
dent will  sit  Tomorrow  morning  9  o  clock  at  the  old  house 
near  the  Forks  of  the  road  between  the  first  and  second  lines. 

To  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REED 

Head  Quarters,  June  16, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir :  The  Board  of  War  having  informed  me  that  the  city 
light  horse  were  held  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  army  when- 
ever I  should  signify  the  necessity  of  their  services;  I  am  to 
inform  Your  Excellency  that  in  the  present  posture  of  things 
they  would  be  of  very  great  utility  and  therefore  I  should  be 
glad  they  might  march  as  speedily  as  convenient.  If  they  come 
I  hope  they  will  be  able  to  remain  with  us  three  or  four  weeks. 
They  may  depend  on  not  being  detained  a  day  longer  than 
the  exigency  of  service  requires.  I  have  the  honor  etc. 
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P.  S.  I  intreat  Your  Excellency  to  hasten  the  drafts  intended 
for  your  Regiments  to  Camp  without  delay.  Our  situation  is 
now  truly  delicate;  but  if  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arrives,  who 
is  momently  expected,  and  we  are  not  reinforced  the  worst 
consequences  are  to  be  apprehended.33 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Short  Hills,  Saturday,  June  17, 1780. 

Parole  Lebanon.    Countersigns  B.,  U. 

Watchword  Hark! 

Colonel  Chambers 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow]  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hay 
Brigade  Major  Van  Lear 

The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Meigs  is  Presi- 
dent to  assemble  at  the  old  house  immediately  for  the  trial  of 
such  persons  as  shall  come  before  them;  if  any  of  the  old  Mem- 
bers are  absent  new  ones  are  to  be  appointed  in  their  room. 
Each  brigade  to  furnish  the  following  members;  1st  and  2d 
Pennsylvania  one  Captain  two  Subalterns:  Hand's  two  Cap- 
tains; Stark's  one  Sub  1st.  and  2nd.  Connecticut  two  Captains 
and  one  subaltern. 

Colonel  Meigs  will  appoint  an  officer  to  act  as  Judge  Advo- 
cate for  the  Court;  Each  Division  to  send  an  orderly  Serjeant 
to  the  Court. 

As  stripping  bark  of  Trees  indiscriminately  greatly  destroys 
Timber  and  of  course  is  of  great  prejudice  to  the  proprietors 
who  are  well  disposed  to  accomodate  the  Troops  whenever 
they  can;  The  General  directs  that  no  more  Bark  be  got  in  the 
way  lately  practis'd  on  any  pretence  whatever,  but  that  each 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  Richard 
Kidder  Meade. 
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Brigade  send  a  Waggon  or  two  with  a  fatigue  Party  to  Mr. 
Timothy  Whitehead  in  the  rear  of  General  Stark  brigade,  who 
will  point  out  Timber  which  will  afford  bark  and  without 
Injury  to  the  Owners. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  EDWARD  HAND 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  17, 1780. 
D  Sir:  I  inclose  you  a  Letter  which  I  have  received  from 
Lt.  Andrew  Lee34  of  Colo.  Hazen's  Regiment,  by  which  he 
complains  that  he  has  been  superseded  in  his  rank,  by  irregular 
promotions  of  Other  Officers  in  the  Regiment.  I  request  that 
you  will  by  an  Order,  appoint  a  Board  of  three  Field  Officers 
belonging  to  your  Brigade,  to  hear  the  complaint  of  Mr.  Lee 
and  to  examine  his  pretensions;  who  will  report  the  same,  and 
their  opinion  of  the  rank  he  may  be  entitled  to  and  from  what 
time.  You  will  transmit  me  their  proceedings  in  the  case.  It 
will  be  best  that  the  Board  should  be  composed  of  other  Field 
Officers  than  those  of  the  Regiment  to  which  he  Mr.  Lee 
belongs.  I  am  &c.35 

*To  FRANCIS  VAN  DYKE 

Camp  near  Spring-field,  June  17, 1780. 
Sir:  Pursuant  to  the  plan  agreed  on  between  us,  you  are  to 

use  yr.  utmost  endeavours  to  communicate  with in  the 

City  of  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  quickest 
and  best  intelligence  of  the  movements  and  designs  of  the  en- 
emy and  other  occurrences  which  is  to  be  conveyed  to  me  with 
the  greatest  expedition  and  certainty.36 

34 Lieut.  Andrew  Lee,  of  the  Second  Canadian  Regiment. 
35  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

38 Van  Dyke  was  introduced  to  Washington  and  vouched  for  by  Col.  Marinus 
Willett. 
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The  mode  of  conveying  this  intelligence  to  head  Qrs.  will  be 
left  to  yourself,  ceconomy  in  conducting  the  business,  generally, 
is  indispensably  necessary;  keep  an  acct.of  the  expences  attend- 
ing it,  and  the  money  shall  be  paid  on  demand  by  Sir  yr.  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Short  Hills,  Sunday,  June  18, 1780. 

Parole  Vandalia.    Countersigns  Worms,  Van. 

Watchword  Watch. 

Colonel  Johnston 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow    Lieutenant  Colonel  Sill 

Brigade  Major  Church 

As  it  is  at  all  times  of  great  importance  both  for  the  sake  of 
appearance  and  for  the  regularity  of  service  that  the  different 
military  ranks  should  be  distinguished  from  each  other  and 
more  especially  at  present. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  thought  proper  to  establish 
the  following  distinctions  and  strongly  recommends  it  to  all  the 
Officers  to  endeavor  to  Conform  to  them  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  Major  Generals  to  wear  a  blue  coat  with  Buff  facings 
and  lining,  yellow  buttons,  white  or  buff  under  cloaths  two 
Epaulets,  with  two  stars  upon  each  and  a  black  and  White 
Feather  in  the  Hat. 

The  Brigadier  Generals  the  same  uniform  as  the  Major  Gen- 
erals with  the  difference  of  one  Star  instead  of  two  and  a  White 
feather. 

The  Colonels,  Lieutenant  Colonels  and  Majors  the  uni- 
forms of  their  regiments  and  two  Epaulettes. 

The  Captains;  the  uniforms  of  their  regiments  and  an  Epau- 
lette on  the  right  shoulder. 

The  Subalterns,  the  uniform  of  their  regiment  and  an  Epau- 
lette on  the  Left  Shoulder. 
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The  Aides  de  Camp  the  uniforms  of  their  ranks  and  Corps, 
or  if  they  belong  to  no  Corps,  of  their  General  officers:  Those 
of  the  Major  Generals  and  Brigadier  Generals  to  have  a  green 
feather  in  the  Hat;  Those  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  a  White 
and  green. 

The  Inspectors  as  well  Sub  as  Brigade,  the  Uniforms  of  their 
ranks  and  Corps  with  a  blue  feather  in  the  Hat. 

The  Corps  of  Engineers  and  that  of  Sappers  and  Miners;  a 
blue  coat  with  buff  facings,  red  lining,  buff  undercloaths  and 
the  epaulettes  of  their  respective  ranks. 

Such  of  the  Staff  as  have  military  rank  to  wear  the  uniform 
of  their  ranks  and  of  the  Corps  to  which  they  belong  in  the 
line;  such,  as  have  no  military  rank  To  wear  plain  Coats  with 
a  Cockade  and  Sword. 

All  officers  as  well  Warrant  as  Commission'd  to  wear  a 
Cockade  and  side  arms,  either  a  sword  or  genteel  Bayonet.37 

The  General  recommends  it  to  the  officers  as  far  as  practi- 
cable to  provide  themselves  with  the  uniforms  prescribed  for 
their  respective  Corps  by  the  regulation  published  in  General 
Orders  the  2nd.  of  October  last. 

All  officers  and  others  who  draw  Horses  from  the  Public  for 
special  purposes  or  for  a  limited  time  are  requir'd  to  be  punc- 
tual in  returning  them  after  the  service  is  performed  or  at  the 
expiration  of  the  Time  prescribed  or  they  will  be  answerable 
for  the  detention. 

The  Captains  of  Artillery  hitherto  allowed  Horses  in  par- 
ticular Cases  from  the  Public,  are  immediately  to  give  up  all 
such  as  are  in  their  Possession  to  the  Quarter  master  General: 
The  Exigency  of  the  Service  requires  it. 

The  Drummers  and  Fifers  'till  further  orders  are  to  practise 
between  the  Hours  of  Nine  and  eleven  in  the  morning  and  of 
four  and  six  in  the  afternoon. 


rSee  General  Orders,  July  14,  1780,  post. 
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A  Field  Return  of  the  officers  noncommissioned  officers  and 
privates  "Fit  for  Action"  to  be  delivered  in  at  six  oClock  this 
afternoon. 

A  Return  of  the  Killed  wounded  and  missing  since  the 
6th.  Instant  to  be  delivered  in  tomorrow  morning  at  Guard 
mounting.  after  orders 

At  a  General  Court  martial  of  the  Line  whereof  Colonel 
Meigs  is  President  held  this  day:  John  Clawson,  Ludwick 
Lasick  and  William  Hutchinson  were  tried  on  the  following 
charge  "  Coming  out  from  the  Enemy  with  Arms  and  found 
lurking  as  spies  in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States."  By  the  Judgement  of  the  Court  found  Guilty  and  sev- 
erally sentenced  (more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Court  agreeing) 
to  suffer  Death. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  confirms  the  sentence  and  orders 
them  to  be  hanged  tomorrow  morning  at  Guard  mounting. 

No  Officer  or  Private  soldier  to  be  absent  from  his  Quarters 
this  Night. 

*To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  June  18, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  inclosed  from  Genl.  Forman  is  this  instant 
come  to  hand,  there  are  by  information,  from  Genl.  Schuyler, 
1700  Barrls.  of  flour  at  Trenton.  Use  every  possible  means  to 
hurry  it  on  to  the  North  River  and  to  get  this  Army  in  a 
moving  condition.  The  General  (and  indd.  other)  Officers 
at  Morris  Town  will  not  fail  being  in  Camp  this  afternoon. 

My  Letters  to  Genl.  Howe  and  Govr.  Trumbull  are  left  open 
for  your  perusal  after  which  Seal  and  forward  them  with  the 
utmost  expedition  by  your  established  expresses  (if  they  are 
fixed)  or  some  others  if  they  are  not;  positive  orders  should 
be  given  to  ride  Night  and  day.  I  am  etc. 
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P.  S.  If  there  are  Stores  in  any  of  the  Departmts.  wch.  yet 
require  to  be  removed,  let  no  time  be  lost  in  doing  it. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  18, 1780. 
Dr  Sir :  I  inclose  you  a  letter  from  General  Forman  which 
I  have  this  moment  received.  He  is  intirely  to  be  depended  on. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  the 
Southward.  All  your  exertions  are  necessary  to  be  prepared 
for  defence.  Urge  the  application  recommended  to  you  in 
mine  of  the  [15th.  instant]  to  Governor  Clinton  for  a  succour 
of  militia  to  make  up  your  garrison  to  Two  thousand  five 
hundred  efficient  men  or  more  if  circumstances  should  require 
it.  Address  a  second  request  to  the  Governor  of  Connecticut 
to  press  forward  to  your  aid  the  state  regiments  and  include  the 
drafts  for  their  batalions  which  you  can  detain  'till  further 
order.  Write  also  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  intreating 
them  to  hasten  on  the  reinforcements  intended  for  their  batal- 
ions. Put  every  thing  in  activity  as  far  as  may  be  in  your  power 
and  be  well  upon  your  guard.  The  movements  of  the  enemy 
will  probably  be  rapid  and  a  correspondent  spirit  of  energy 
should  animate  our  efforts.  I  am  etc.38 

To  AZARIAH  DUNHAM 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  18, 1780. 

Sir:  The  inclosed  Memorandum  was  put  into  my  hands  a 

few  days  ago  by  Genl  Forman.  By  this  you  will  perceive  that 

there  are  several  thousand  Bushels  of  Indian  Meal  in  the  County 

of  Monmouth  belonging  to  the  public,  in  the  greatest  danger  of 

38  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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spoiling  if  it  is  not  already  damaged.  I  must  request  you  to 
fall  upon  the  most  expeditious  method  of  having  what  is  fit 
for  use  brought  to  Morristown.  I  am  etc.39 

To  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  RILEY 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  18,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  Your  Letter  of  the  17th.  Instant  to  Mr. 
Harrison,  and  You  will  find  inclosed  an  order  for  such  Men 
of  the  Maryland  line  as  may  be  in  the  Provost  Guard;  and 
also  for  one,  who  is  with  Mr.  Lodwick 40  the  Baker.  When  You 
have  got  these,  You  will  proceed  with  the  whole  of  the  party 
under  your  command,  to  Trentown  where  the  Men  with  an 
Officer  will  embark  and  go  down  the  River  to  Wilmington  in 
a  Vessel  or  Vessels  to  be  provided  by  the  Quarter  Master 
at  the  former  place,  on  your  application.  After  you  arrive  at 
Trentown  and  have  put  matters  in  train  for  the  party's  pro- 
ceeding, You  will  go  on  Yourself  to  Philadelphia  and  inform 
the  Honourable  the  Board  of  War  of  your  command  and 
of  the  orders  You  have  received,  who  will  give  such  directions 
as  they  may  think  necessary,  with  respect  to  your  farther  desti- 
nation and  will  order  Vessels  to  be  provided  at  the  Head  of 
Elk  to  take  yourself  and  party  down  the  Bay. 

None  of  your  Men  should  be  permitted  to  land  at  Philadel- 
phia, unless  it  should  be  ordered  by  the  Honourable  Board 
of  War,  and  those  with  Colo  Nichola  should  be  joined  to 
them.  With  respect  to  the  Cloathing  which  the  Party  wants, 
it  cannot  be  supplied  here.  You  will  therefore  make  out  a 
Return  of  the  Articles  and  present  it  to  the  Board  of  War, 
who  will  order  them  to  be  furnished  at  Philadelphia. 

89  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

40  Christopher  Ludowick.  He  was  Baker  General  of  the  Continental  Army. 
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I  have  inclosed  an  Order  on  the  Quartermaster  General  at 
Morris  Town  for  a  Horse,  which  You  will  deliver  to  the 
Quarter  Master  at  Philadelphia.  I  am  etc.41 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  18, 1780. 

Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Congress  last,  the 
enemy  have  preserved  their  position  at  Elizabeth  Town  point, 
without  enterprising  any  thing  against  us.  They  have  erected 
three  little  Works,  and  have  been,  for  some  days  past,  em- 
ployed in  building  a  Bridge  of  Boats  across  the  Sound  to  Staten 
Island.  Our  weakness,  their  extreme  caution  and  the  compact 
situation  in  which  they  have  kept  themselves  have  put  it  out 
of  our  power  to  attempt  any  thing  worth  mentioning. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  General  Forman,  of  which 
the  inclosed  is  a  Copy.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Fleet 
he  mentions  is  Sir  Henry  Clinton  returning  from  the  South- 
ward. A  very  alarming  scene  may  shortly  open,  and  it  will 
be  happy  for  us,  if  we  can  steer  clear  of  some  serious  misfor- 
tune in  this  quarter.  I  hope  the  period  is  not  arrived,  that  will 
convince  the  different  States,  by  fatal  experience,  that  some  of 
them  have  mistaken  the  true  situation  of  this  Country.  I  flat- 
ter myself,  however,  that  we  may  still  retrieve  our  affairs,  if 
we  have  but  a  just  sense  of  them,  and  are  actuated  by  a  spirit 
of  liberal  policy  and  exertion,  equal  to  the  emergency.  Could 
we  once  see  this  spirit  generally  prevailing,  I  should  not  de- 
spair of  a  prosperous  issue  to  the  Campaign.  But  there  is  no 
time  to  be  lost.  The  danger  is  imminent  and  pressing.  The 
obstacles  to  be  surmounted  are  great  and  numerous,  and  our 
efforts  must  be  instant,  unreserved  and  universal.  Congress, 

41  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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I  am  fully  persuaded,  will  promote  them  with  all  their  influ- 
ence and  authority. 

I  beg  leave  to  intreat  Congress  to  urge  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  forward  the  drafts,  they  have  already  made,  to  the 
Army,  without  a  moments  delay,  to  extend  the  measure  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  the  completion  of  their  Battalions,  to 
redouble  their  exertions  for  procuring  supplies  of  provisions 
and  furnishing  the  means  of  transportation.  Among  other 
essential  wants,  we  want  an  immediate  supply  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  Waggons  to  move  the  Army  with  its  Baggage  and 
Stores,  and  to  forward  provision  to  the  North  River.  I  also 
entreat  Congress,  to  interpose  their  effectual  countenance 
and  support  with  the  different  States,  to  carry  into  execution 
all  the  measures  recommended  by  the  Committee,  respecting 
the  intended  cooperation.  Mutual  confidence,  harmony  of 
views,  and  mutual  exertion  are  essential  to  our  safety  in  this 
perilous  and  embarrassing  conjuncture. 

It  is  a  lamentable  consideration,  that  not  a  single  draft  has 
yet  joined  the  Army,  nor  have  we  received  two  hundred  Re- 
cruits from  all  the  States  East  of  Maryland,  and  here  we  are 
in  the  middle  of  June. 

The  want  of  information  from  the  Southward  proves  the 
indispensability  of  taking  effectual  measures  to  establish  a  se- 
cure and  expeditious  communication  between  those  States  and 
us.  It  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  our  general  operations. 
I  have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  a  Report 
from  Major  Lee  containing  the  following  paragraph,  "I 
hear  from  the  best  authority  that  a  Fleet  has  arrived  from 
Charles  town  with  4000  Men,  my  informant  declares  he  saw 
Admiral  Arbuthnot  himself  at  the  point  last  Evening." 
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I  have  just  reed,  the  inclosed  Hand  Bill42  from  New  York, 
which  I  very  much  fear  indicates  the  loss  of  the  Cannon  and 
Baggage,  which  General  Woodford  left  in  his  Rear.43 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  18, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  have  received  advice  which  appears  to  be  direct, 
that  the  Legislature  of  this  State  has  determined  on  a  draft 
from  the  Militia  to  serve  for  the  Campaign  under  their  own 
Officers,  instead  of  being  incorporated  with  their  Continental 
batallions.  This  mode  if  adopted,  will  be  attended  with  so 
many  inconveniencies,  if  followed  by  the  States  in  general,  will 
be  so  absolutely  pernicious  to  all  the  prospects  of  the  campaign, 
that  I  cannot  forbear  taking  the  liberty  to  send  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Knox  to  represent  on  my  part  the  ill  consequences  of  the 
measure,  and  the  superior  advantages  of  the  plan  recommended 
in  preference.  I  entreat  Your  Excellency  to  procure  him  the 
honor  of  a  conference  with  the  Legislature  for  this  purpose. 
The  crisis  is  so  delicate  and  important;  the  honor  and  interest 
of  these  States  so  essentially  depend  on  a  judicious  and  vigorous 
exertion  of  our  resources  at  this  juncture,  that  I  cannot  but 
manifest  my  anxiety  when  I  see  any  measures  in  agitation  that 
threaten  the  disappointment  of  our  hopes,  and  take  every  step 
in  my  power  to  prevent  their  being  carried  into  execution.  In 
military  questions  the  Officers  of  the  Army  have  a  right  to 
flatter  themselves  their  Country  will  place  some  confidence  in 
their  experience  and  judgment  and  it  is  the  policy  of  every 
wise  Nation  to  do  it.  I  cannot  doubt  that  on  reconsideration, 


^Not  filed  with  this  letter  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  not  now 
found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

43  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 


1780]  NEW  JERSEY  TROOPS  29 

the  zeal  and  wisdom  which  have  distinguished  the  Councils 
of  this  State  will  embrace  what  the  true  interest  of  America  on 
this  occasion  demands.  I  have  the  honor  etc.44 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  18, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  Since  writing  the  above,45  I  have  received  a  letter 
from  Genl.  Forman,  dated  at  11  OClock  last  night,  of  which 
the  following  is  an  Extract. 

Yesterday  afternoon  three  Frigates  arrived  within  Sandy  Hook.  In  the 
Evening  a  fourth  Ship  of  War  run  in.  The  Tory  report  of  this  Day  is, 
that  Admiral  Arbuthnot  was  on  board. 

This  afternoon  a  Large  Fleet  appeared  standing  for  Sandy  Hook.  The 
Air  my  intelligencer  says,  was  too  Foggy  for  good  observation;  but  that 
before  Sun  down  he  counted  Sixty  five  sail  of  Ships  of  War  and  Trans- 
ports distinctly,  and  saw  a  number  more  in  the  Offing.  That  immediately 
they  run  within  the  Hook  as  they  arrived. 

From  the  great  probability  of  the  event,  besides  the  unequiv- 
ocal manner  in  which  it  is  related,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  fleet 
has  arrived,  and  that  it  is  Sir  Henry  Clinton  from  the  South- 
ward. The  information  I  had  received  from  New  York  before 
was,  that  he  was  daily  expected.  It  is  probable  from  this  event 
and  the  consequent  measures  which  will  be  taken  on  our  part, 
that  I  shall  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  send  General  Knox 
to  wait  on  the  Legislature  as  I  intended.  I  will  therefore  take 
the  liberty  to  give  my  opinion  without  reserve,  that  the  Legis- 
lature cannot  so  essentially  promote  the  operations  of  the  Cam- 
paign as  by  complying  literally  with  the  requisition  of  the 
Committee  of  Congress  for  filling  their  battalions  without  a 

■"In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original 
kindly  furnished  by  Judge  Edward  A.  Armstrong,  of  Princeton,  N.  J. 

45  This  draft  duplicates  the  preceding  letter  to  Livingston  and  adds  the  above  as 
a  P.  S. 
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moments  loss  of  time  to  their  established  complement  of  Five 
hundred  and  four  rank  and  file.  The  advantages  which  will 
be  derived  from  the  Drafts,  if  they  are  not  incorporated  in 
the  regular  Regiments  of  the  State,  will  be  but  comparatively 
small,  to  what  they  would  otherwise  be;  and  the  Regiments 
themselves  without  they  are  made  respectable  in  this  way, 
will  contribute  but  very  little  to  our  strength.  Their  present 
condition  is  absolutely  opposed  to  all  military  arrangements. 
From  the  arrival  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  a  powerful  addi- 
tional force,  to  one  already  superior  to  what  we  have,  we  must 
in  all  human  probability,  be  precipitated  into  the  most  embar- 
rassing circumstances.  The  exertions  of  the  States  cannot  be 
too  instant  and  immediate  to  give  us  succour;  and  the  succour 
they  do  give  should  be  disposed  of  in  a  way,  that  will  make  it 
the  most  beneficial.  Besides  the  Drafts  being  of  infinitely  less 
advantage  if  formed  into  New  Corps,  the  measure  would 
greatly  increase  our  expence,  a  point  of  immense  consequence 
and  which  wherever  possible,  should  be  avoided,  from  the  ap- 
pointment of  sundry  Officers.46 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  18,  1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  have  just  received  authentic  advice,  that  a  large 
fleet  appeared  off  Sandy  Hook  yesterday  afternoon  and  en- 
tered as  fast  as  they  came  up.  From  every  circumstance  this 
can  be  no  other  than  Sir  Henry  Clinton.  If  the  enemy  push 
directly  up  the  North  River,  much  is  to  be  apprehended  for 
West  Point.  It  requires  all  our  exertions  to  put  it  in  a  state  of 
defence.  I  some  days  since  directed  General  Howe  to  apply 

46The  draft  of  the  body  of  the  letter  (here  omitted)  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander 
Hamilton;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 


1780]  FRENCH  FLEET  ARRIVAL  31 

to  Your  Excellency  for  the  state  Regiments  to  reinforce  the 
garrison.  I  now  entreat  you  to  hasten  them  forward  with  all 
possible  expedition,  together  with  the  drafts  for  the  Continen- 
tal batalions,  which  I  am  informed  the  state  had  determined 
to  make.  They  will  proceed  to  West  Point  'till  further  orders. 
Every  effort  to  keep  up  a  full  supply  of  provisions  is  indis- 
pensable. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  your  Excellency  should  put 
two  or  three  thousand  Militia  under  marching  orders  to  re- 
pair to  West  Point  on  the  application  of  Major  General  Howe 
in  case  of  a  sudden  emergency.  I  have  the  honor  etc.47 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COOPERATION 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  19, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  From  the  vast  importance  of  the  thing,  I  hoped 
that  I  should  have  been  informed  before  this,  of  the  measures 
which  the  several  states  meant  to  adopt,  in  consequence  of 
your  late  requisitions;  but  as  I  have  not,  I  am  certain  you  are 
unadvised  yourselves,  and  have  only  to  lament  with  you  the 
delay.  This  is  a  point  of  primary  consequence.  We  are  now 
arrived  at  the  period,  when  we  may  momently  expect  the 
Fleet  from  France.  For  want  of  information,  it  has  been  im- 
possible for  me  to  digest  a  System  of  cooperation.  I  have  no 
data  on  which  to  proceed,  and,  of  course,  were  the  Armament 
to  come,  I  should  find  myself  in  the  most  delicate,  embar- 
rassing and  cruel  situation.  The  French  Commanders,  from 
the  relation  in  which  I  stand,  the  instant  they  reach  our  Coast, 
will  look  to  me  for  a  plan  of  the  measures  to  be  pursued,  and 
I  ought,  of  right,  to  have  one  prepared:  But  I  cannot  even  give 

47In  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library. 
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them  conjectures.  The  interest  of  the  States,  the  reputation 
of  their  Councils,  the  justice  and  gratitude  due  our  Allies,  a 
regard  for  my  own  Character,  all  demand  that  I  should,  with- 
out delay,  be  enabled  to  ascertain  and  inform  them  what  we 
can  or  cannot  undertake.  Besides,  there  is  a  point  now  to  be 
determined,  on  which  the  success  of  all  our  future  operations 
may  turn,  which  for  want  of  knowing  our  prospects  I  am 
altogether  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  To  avoid  involving  the  Fleet 
and  Army  of  our  Allies  in  circumstances,  which  if  not  seconded 
by  us,  would  expose  them  to  material  inconvenience  and  haz- 
ard, I  shall  be  obliged  to  suspend  a  step,  the  delay  of  which 
may  be  fatal  to  our  hopes.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  to 
the  Committee,  the  indispensable  necessity  of  writing  again 
to  the  different  States,  urging  them  to  give  immediate  and  pre- 
cise information  of  the  measures  they  have  taken,  the  success 
they  have  had,  and  the  probable  result  of  them.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.48 

To  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REED 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  19, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  The  arrival  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot  at  New  York 
with  a  fleet  of  from  sixty  to  seventy  sail  said  to  contain  a  part 
of  the  Southern  army  is  an  additional  motive  for  extraordinary 
exertions  at  this  juncture.  West  Point  is  far  from  being  in  se- 
curity. Our  stores  and  baggage  in  this  state  are  almost  at  the 
mercy  of  the  enemy  if  they  advance  in  force.  A  great  propor- 
tion of  the  Jersey  teams  are  in  service,  and  they  are  quite  in- 
adequate to  the  exigency.  We  are  therefore  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  your  state  and  to  solicit  the  aid  of  two  hundred  and 

48 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  It  is  printed  in  Selections 
from  Correspondence  of  the  Executive  of  New  Jersey,  from  1776  to  17S6  (Newark: 
),  under  date  of  June  20. 


1780]  NEED  OF  TEAMS  33 

fifty  teams,  as  expeditiously  as  they  can  be  collected;  those  ob- 
tained in  the  counties  of  Philadelphia,  Bucks  and  Chester,  to 
be  delivered  to  Mr  More  Foreman49  at  Trenton;  those  pro- 
cured in  the  upper  counties  to  take  in  loads  of  flour,  if  ready, 
and  proceed  directly  by  Easton  to  the  North  River. 

It  were  much  to  be  wished  that  the  teams  now  furnished 
may  go  to  the  acct.  of  those  required  by  the  Committee;  but  if 
they  cannot  be  drawn  out  with  sufficient  expedition,  in  the 
proper  proportion  for  this  purpose  they  may  return  after  per- 
forming the  present  service, 'till  a  further  arrangement  can  take 
place  for  the  demands  of  the  campaign,  for  supplying  which, 
however,  the  period  is  arrived.  I  have  the  honor  etc.60 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters  near  the  Short  Hills, 
Monday,  June  19,  1780. 
Parole  Sparta .    Countersigns  P.,  N. 
Watchword  Freedom. 

Colonel  Jackson 
<  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mentges 
Brigade  Major,  Bradford 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


EVENING  ORDERS 

Officers  are  to  be  sent  tomorrow  morning  seven  o  Clock  to 
the  Huts  to  select  the  officers  heavy  Baggage  which  the  Gen- 
eral recommends  should  be  deposited  in  the  Farmer's  houses 
in  the  Vicinity  of  the  Huts;  As  many  officers  only  as  are  indis- 

49 Moore  Furman.  He  was  Deputy  Quartermaster  General. 

MIn  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  cover  of  this  letter  is  inscribed  as  fol- 
lows: "The  Express  the  bearer  of  this  is  to  ride  night  and  day  and  should  he  be  in 
want  of  a  fresh  horse  all  Q  Mrs.  and  other  well  wishers  to  the  independence  of  Amer- 
ica are  hereby  requested  to  furnish  him  with  such  horses  as  will  answer  the  purpose  of 
forwardg.  this  letter.  June  19,  1780.  Benjn.  Brown  Asst.  D  Q  M  G." 
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pensably  necessary  to  be  sent  on  this  duty  and  to  return  to 
Camp  tomorrow  evening  or  by  the  next  day  morning  at 
farthest. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters  near  the  Short  Hills, 
Tuesday,  June  20, 1780. 
Parole  Golconda.    Countersigns  Greece,  Hague. 
Watchword  Vigilance. 

Colonel  Butler 
Of  the  Day  Tomorrows  Major  Torrey 

Brigade  Major  Woodbridge 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Huntington  is  appointed  Field  officer  of 
the  day  vice  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mentges  on  other  duty. 

Major  Hamilton G1  is  appointed  to  relieve  Major  Parr  this  aft- 
ernoon. He  will  call  at  the  Orderly  Office  for  instructions. 

All  Officers  are  particularly  requested  not  to  be  absent  from 
their  Corps  this  Night  but  to  be  completely  ready  to  move 
with  their  respective  Commands  at  a  moment's  warning. 

EVENING  ORDERS 

The  Pennsylvania  Connecticut  and  Hand's  brigades  to 
march  at  eight  o  clock  this  Evening  by  the  Left. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  20, 1780. 
Sir:  The  Honorable  the  Committee  will  have  informed 
Congress  from  time  to  time  of  the  measures  which  have  been 
judged  essential  to  be  adopted  for  cooperating  with  the  Arma- 
ment expected  from  France,  and  of  their  requisitions  to  the 

51Maj.  James  Hamilton,  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January.  1783. 
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States  in  consequence.  What  the  result  of  these  has  been,  I  can- 
not determine  to  my  great  anxiety,  as  no  answers  on  the  sub- 
jects of  them  have  been  yet  received.  The  period  is  come  when 
we  have  every  reason  to  expect  the  Fleet  will  arrive,  and  yet, 
for  want  of  this  point  of  primary  consequence,  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  form  and  fix  on  a  system  of  cooperation.  I  have 
no  basis  to  act  upon,  and  of  course  were  this  generous  succour 
of  our  Ally  now  to  arrive,  I  should  find  myself  in  the  most 
awkward,  embarrassing  and  painful  situation.  The  General 
and  the  Admiral  from  the  relation  in  which  I  stand,  as  soon  as 
they  approach  our  Coast,  will  require  of  me  a  plan  of  the  meas- 
ures to  be  persued,  and  there  ought  of  right  to  be  one  pre- 
pared; but  circumstanced  as  I  am  I  cannot  even,  give  them 
conjectures.  From  these  considerations  I  have  suggested  to  the 
Committee,  by  a  letter  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  them 
yesterday,  the  indispensable  necessity  of  their  writing  again  to 
the  States,  urging  them  to  give  immediate  and  precise  infor- 
mation of  the  measures  they  have  taken,  and  of  the  result.52 
The  interest  of  the  States,  the  honor  and  reputation  of  our 
Councils,  the  justice  and  gratitude  due  our  allies,  a  regard 
to  myself,  all  require  that  I  should  without  delay,  be  enabled  to 
ascertain  and  inform  them  what  we  can  or  cannot  undertake. 
There  is  a  point  which  ought  now  to  be  determined  on  which 
the  success  of  all  our  future  operations  may  depend,  which  for 
want  of  knowing  our  prospects,  I  am  altogether  at  a  loss  what 
to  do  in.  For  fear  of  involving  the  Fleet  and  Army  of  our 
Allies  in  circumstances,  which,  if  not  seconded  by  us,  would 
expose  them  to  material  inconvenience  and  hazard,  I  shall  be 
compelled  to  suspend  it,  and  the  delay  may  be  fatal  to  our 
hopes. 

52A  copy  of  the  committee's  circular  letter  to  the  States  (June  19,  1780)  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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Besides  the  embarrassments  I  have  mentioned  above  and 
upon  former  occasions,  there  is  another  of  a  very  painful 
and  humiliating  nature.  We  have  no  Shirts  from  the  best  in- 
quiries I  can  make,  to  distribute  to  the  Troops,  when  the  whole 
are  in  great  want,  and  when  a  great  part  of  them  are  absolutely 
destitute  of  any  at  all.  Their  situation  too  with  respect  to  Sum- 
mer overalls  I  fear  is  not  likely  to  be  much  better.  There  are  a 
good  many  on  hand  at  Springfield  it  is  said,  but  so  indifferent 
in  their  quality,  as  to  be  scarcely  worth  the  expence  and  trou- 
ble of  transportation  and  delivery.  For  the  Troops  to  be  with- 
out Cloathing  at  any  time,  is  highly  injurious  to  the  service 
and  distressing  to  our  feelings;  but  the  want  will  be  more  pe- 
culiarly mortifying  when  they  come  to  act  with  those  of  our 
allies.  If  it  is  possible  I  have  no  doubt  immediate  measures  will 
be  taken  to  relieve  their  distress.  It  is  also  most  sincerely  to  be 
wished  that  there  could  be  some  supplies  of  Cloathing  fur- 
nished for  the  Officers.  There  are  a  great  many  whose  condi- 
tion is  really  miserable  still  and  in  some  instances  it  is  the  case 
with  almost  whole  State  lines.  It  would  be  well  for  their  own 
sakes,  and  for  the  Public  good,  if  they  could  be  furnished. 
When  our  Friends  come  to  co  operate  with  us,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  go  on  the  common  rotine  of  duty,  and  if  they  should, 
they  must  be  held  from  their  appearance,  in  low  estimation. 

I  have  been  successively  honored  with  your  Excellency's 
favors  of  the  5th,  6th,  12th,  13th  and  15th  Insts.  with  their 
respective  inclosures.  The  hurry  of  business  has  prevented  my 
answering  them  sooner. 

I  am  unhappy  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  a  spirit  of 
great  dissatisfaction  has  prevailed  of  late  among  the  Troops 
garrisoning  Fort  Schuyler;  and  that  from  my  latest  accounts 
from  thence,  it  was  far  from  having  subsided  when  they  were 
dispatched.   The  want  of  pay  and  the  necessary  Cloathing, 
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particularly  Shirts,  is  assigned  as  the  primary  cause.  Matters 
have  been  carried  so  far,  as  for  thirty  one  Men  to  go  off  in  a  body 
for  Oswagachee.  They  were  pursued  by  Lieut.  Hardenberg 
with  a  party  of  the  Oneidas  called  in  and  detached  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  sixteen  of  them  were  overtaken  on  the  evening  of  the 
second  days  pursuit,  just  as  they  were  about  crossing  Grand 
River  (15  having  already  passed  it)  A  fire  was  immediately 
commenced  by  die  whole  party  against  Mr.  Hardenberg,  who 
found  himself  under  the  necessity  of  returning  it,  by  which 
thirteen  of  the  sixteen  on  this  side  were  killed.  The  fifteen  that 
had  passed  escaped.  I  mean  if  possible  to  relieve  the  garrison 
with  a  part  of  the  men  lately  raised  for  frontier  service  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  have  written  to  His  Excellency  Gov- 
ernor Clinton  upon  the  subject,  as  I  had  done  previous  to  the 
incursion  made  by  Sir  John  Johnson,  which  at  least  rendered 
the  measure  impracticable  for  the  time.  I  am  in  hopes  by  the 
15th,  that  the  hundred  Barrels  of  flour  which  I  ordered  from 
Morris  Town  and  forty  Barrels  of  Beef  arrived  at  Fort  Schuyler, 
as  they  were  under  the  care  of  a  strong  escort.  And  from  the 
importance  of  the  post  and  of  having  it  tolerably  secure  on  this 
head,  during  the  Campaign,  I  have  directed  a  Hundred  Barrels 
more,  both  of  Flour  and  Meat,  to  be  forwarded  to  Albany  im- 
mediately, to  go  under  convoy  of  the  intended  relief  for  the 
Garrison.  This  quantity  with  the  provision  already  there  and 
such  fresh  supplies  as  may  be  possibly  collected  in  aid  of  the 
salt  will  I  trust,  hold  out  till  matters  are  in  a  situation  to  admit 
of  a  further  and  seasonable  supply. 

In  my  letter  of  the  18th  I  advised  Congress  of  the  arrival  of 
the  Fleet  from  the  Southward.  I  have  since  learnt  that  both  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  and  Admiral  Arbuthnot  have  returned.  Ac- 
counts say  they  have  brought  a  considerable  part  of  the  South 
ern  Army  with  them.  The  Enemy  remain  in  the  same  position 
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at  Elizabeth  Town  Point.  Six  of  the  Enemy's  Ships,  one  a  frig- 
ate run  up  the  North  River  in  sight  of  Verplanks  point  on  the 
18th,  but  they  have  fallen  down  again.  I  dont  know  the  object 
they  had  in  view  in  this  maneuvre,  or  indeed  of  their  present 
conduct;  but  if  they  have  designs  against  West  point,  a  matter 
I  have  apprehended,  I  hope  the  precautions  I  have  taken  and 
am  pursuing  will  defeat  all  their  efforts.  It  is  a  misfortune  that 
we  have  several  important  objects  to  attend  to,  and  but  a  very 
small  force  with  which  to  do  it.  However  the  best  that  can 
shall  be  done.  I  have  the  honor  etc.53 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COOPERATION 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  20, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  Agreeable  to  your  recommendation  I  have 
thought  proper  to  send  Brigadier  General  Parsons  to  the  State 
of  Connecticut.  My  orders  to  him  will  relate  to  the  collecting, 
arranging  and  forwarding  the  drafts  and  recruits  from  that 
state  to  the  army.  The  Committee  may  give  him  what  further 
instructions  they  think  proper,  which  he  will  execute  with 
judgment  and  zeal.  It  will  be  useful  to  inform  him  of  the 
requisitions  they  have  made  to  the  state,  as  his  influence  there 
may  enable  him  to  contribute  to  their  success.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.54 

*To  ROBERT  MORRIS  AND  BLAIR  McCLENACHAN 

Camp  at  Spring-field,  June  20, 1780. 
Gentn :  I  am  honoured  with  your  favor  of  the  3d.  and  have 
received,  in  good  order,  the  Pipe  of  Spirits  you  were  pleased 
to  present  me  with;  for  both  permit  me  to  offer  my  grateful 

03  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 
MIn  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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thanks,  and  to  assure  you  that  the  value  of  the  latter  was  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  flattering  sentiments  contained  in  the  former. 

In  a  struggle  like  ours,  perplexed  with  embarrassments,  if  it 
should  be  my  fortune  to  conduct  the  Military  helm  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  merit  the  approbation  of  good  Men  and  my  suf- 
fering fellow  citizens  it  will  be  the  primary  happiness  of  my 
life  inasmuch  as  it  is  the  great  object  of  my  wishes. 

To  you  Gentn.  I  commit  the  care  of  making  a  tender  of  my 
Complimts.  and  thanks  to  the  rest  of  the  owners.55  With  much 
esteem  etc. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  New  Jersey,  June  20, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  8th.  from  Rox- 
bury;  this  I  imagine  will  meet  you  at  Providence.  I  have  di- 
rected Genl  Glover  to  repair  immediately  to  Springfield  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  and  forwarding  the  Drafts,  and  I  shall 
be  obliged  by  your  taking  measures  to  inform  all  the  officers 
who  were  upon  the  recruiting  service  in  Massachusetts  that 
they  are  also  to  repair  as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  Spring- 
field and  take  their  orders  from  Genl  Glover.  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton has  returned  with  part  of  his  force  from  the  Southward; 
what  number  I  cannot  yet  ascertain.  A  little  time  must  de- 
velope  the  true  meaning  of  their  taking  Post  at  Elizabeth 
Town.  I  very  much  suspect  their  intention  is  to  amuse  us  here, 
and  make  an  attempt  upon  the  Highlands,  towards  which 
we  cannot  conveniently  move  at  this  instant  without  exposing 
a  large  quantity  of  provision  upon  the  communication,  our 
Baggage  and  stores,  which  are  all  removing  as  fast  as  possible. 
Iam&c.56  [ms.h.s.] 


'  Of  one  of  the  privateers  in  which  Morris  and  McClenachan  were  jointly  interested. 
8  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  20, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favors  of  the  16th.  and  18th.  two 
of  each  date.  The  Express  who  brought  the  last  left  King's 
ferry  yesterday  Morning  at  Sun  rise  and  informs  me  that  the 
Vessels  had  gone  down  the  River  and  were  out  of  sight. 

The  posts  at  Stoney  and  Verplanks  points  were  established 
more  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  communication  from 
being  interrupted  by  a  vessel  or  two  with  a  small  body  of 
Men,  than  from  an  expectation  that  they  would  be  able  to 
stand  a  regular  investiture  or  a  serious  attack  in  force.  The 
Officers  therefore  who  command  them  should  be  directed  to 
govern  themselves  by  appearances  and  circumstances.  If  the 
enemy  come  up  in  force,  they  will  be  under  the  necessity  of 
making  such  demonstration,  by  the  number  of  their  Vessels 
and  other  preparations,  as  will  evince  their  designs.  The  Offi- 
cers are  then  to  withdraw  their  Garrisons  at  all  events  and 
Cannon  and  Stores  if  possible.  To  give  them  the  better  chance 
of  effecting  the  latter;  Boats  should  be  constantly  kept  at  each 
place  appropriated  to  that  service  only.  There  is  a  bare  possi- 
bility that  the  enemy  may  throw  a  force  suddenly  in  the  rear 
of  each,  and  run  a  Vessel  above  them.  In  such  case  the  best 
defence  that  the  places  will  admit  of  must  be  made,  and  to 
provide  for  such  a  contingency,  let  ten  or  twelve  days  provi- 
sion be  kept  in  each  post  and  a  supply  of  Ammunition  equal 
to  an  expenditure  of  that  time.  I  would  not  wish  the  Officers  to 
set  fire  to  the  Works,  if  upon  any  occasion  they  should  be 
obliged  to  leave  them,  because  they  may  perhaps  be  induced 
to  quit  them  upon  appearances  seemingly  well  grounded,  and 
therefore  if  left  intire,  they  may  return  to  them  when  the 
Alarm  is  over 
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If  the  Officers  at  present  commanding  at  Stoney  and  Ver- 
planks  points  are  men  of  discretion  it  will  be  best  to  let  them 
remain,  with  directions  not  to  disclose  their  instructions  to  any 
person  whatever;  because  should  the  enemy  obtain  a  knowl- 
edge of  them,  they  might,  by  making  feints,  maneuvre  them 
out  of  the  posts. 

The  security  of  the  Western  part  of  the  State  of  New  York 
depends  so  absolutely  upon  holding  the  post  of  Fort  Schuyler, 
that  I  shall  not  be  easy  until  I  have  thrown  a  handsome  sup- 
ply of  provision  into  it.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  instantly 
to  send  up  one  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  to  Albany  addressed  to 
Colonel  Van  Schaick,  who  will  forward  it,  and  should  His  Ex- 
cellency Govr.  Clinton  call  upon  you  for  one  hundred  Barrels 
of  Beef,  you  will  deliver  it  to  his  order  or  send  it  up  to  Albany 
if  required.  This  will  be  wanted  for  the  Garrison  of  the  fort 
also,  and  must  therefore  be  of  sound  and  good  Quality.  Should 
it  be  called  for,  give  the  Commissary  strict  orders  to  have  it 
inspected  and  put  in  the  best  order  for  keeping,  before  it  is  re- 
moved. I  shall  continue  sending  up  flour  to  you  as  fast  as 
teams  can  be  procured  to  transport  it. 

The  scarcity  of  Cavalry  has  obliged  me  to  divert  the  Mare- 
chasse  Corps  of  Horse  from  their  proper  occupation  and  put 
them  upon  ordinary  field  duty. 

Inclosed  you  have  a  letter  under  a  flying  seal  for  General 
Glover  directing  him  to  repair  immediately  to  Springfield  and 
superintend  forwarding  the  drafts  from  Massachusetts  Bay. 
Should  not  Genl.  Glover  be  arrived  at  West  point,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  forward  the  letter  immediately  to  him.  I  have  writ- 
ten to  Genl.  Heath  desiring  him  to  order  all  the  Officers  who 
were  upon  the  recruiting  service  in  Massachusetts  to  repair 
to  Springfield  and  march  the  drafts  from  thence.  As  they 
arrive  they  are  to  be  distributed  in  proportion  to  the  several 
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Regiments  of  the  State,  so  as  to  keep  them  as  nearly  as  possible 
upon  a  level.  I  am  &c.57 

*To  BARON  STEUBEN 

Head  Quarters,  June  20,  1780. 
Dr  Baron:  For  the  consideration's  mentioned  in  your  Letter 
of  this  day,  I  will  releive  you  in  the  Morning.  In  the  mean 
while,  I  beg  of  you  to  exert  yourself  in  remedying  the  defects 
occasioned  by  the  departure  of  those  Militia  who  are  gone 
from  their  posts  lest  we  be  unguarded  and  sustain  some  con- 
sequent disaster.  I  am  etc.58 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
SAMUEL  HOLDEN  PARSONS 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  20,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
State  of  Connecticut  and  take  upon  you  the  superintendance 
of  receiving  and  forwarding  the  drafts  of  that  State  to  the 
Army.  I  do  not  know  the  place  appointed  for  their  rendez- 
vous, but  as  soon  as  you  have  made  yourself  acquainted  with 
it,  you  will  give  notice  to  all  the  Officers  who  are  in  Connecti- 
cut upon  the  recruiting  service  to  meet  you  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous,  from  whence  you  will  send  them  off  to  West 
point  with  divisions  of  the  Drafts  under  their  charge.  I  shall 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

58  In  Steuben's  letter,  dated  June  20,  from  Springfield,  N.  J.,  in  the  Washington 
Papers,  he  asked  tc  be  sent  to  the  North  River  posts.  "  I  am  informed  that  two  of  my 
advanced  Posts  are  entirely  abandoned  without  any  notice  given  me  and  the  Men  gone 
home  the  Relief  which  was  to  have  come  is  not  arrived  and  I  do  not  think  I  have  500 
Militia  here."  The  Baron  also  pleaded  bad  health  as  a  reason  for  the  requested  change. 
Washington  had  written  a  brief  note  to  Steuben  (June  19)  informing  him  that  the 
First  Pennsylvania  Brigade  was  to  be  held  in  readiness  "  to  move  at  such  time  and  in 
such  a  manner"  as  would  best  answer  the  Baron's  views.  This  note  is  in  the  Wash- 
ington Papers. 
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direct  a  Field  Officer  (in  case  the  Line  should  not  be  there) 
to  attend  at  West  point,  to  receive  the  Men  and  keep  them  to- 
gether, untill  an  equal  and  just  distribution  can  be  made  of 
them  among  the  Regiments.  You  will  be  pleased  to  attend 
carefully  to  the  condition  of  the  Men,  should  any  have  been 
passed  by  the  State  Commissioners  who  are  not  fit  for  the 
service  you  are  to  reject  them,  and  note  the  names  of  the  per- 
sons and  the  causes  of  rejection. 

As  I  would  wish  to  have  these  Men  at  West  point  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible,  you  will  send  them  forward  in  divisions  of 
twenty  five  or  thirty,  should  no  more  be  ready. 

I  shall  expect  to  hear  from  you  upon  your  arrival  in  Con- 
necticut and  after  you  have  made  yourself  somewhat  ac- 
quainted with  the  state  of  Matters  there.  I  am  etc.59 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  GLOVER 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  New  Jersey, 

June  20, 1780. 
Dear  Sir :  By  a  letter  which  I  have  reed,  from  Justin  Ely  Esqr. 
I  am  informed  that  Springfield  is  appointed  for  the  general 
rendezvous  of  the  drafts  of  Massachusetts  and  that  he  is  to  in- 
spect, register  and  deliver  them  at  that  place  to  a  Continental 
Officer.60  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  repair  immediately 
thither  for  the  purpose  of  superintending  the  Business  of  re- 
ceiving and  forwarding  them  to  West  point.  General  Heath 
has  directions  to  notify  to  all  the  Officers  who  were  upon  the 
recruiting  service  in  Massachusetts  that  they  are  to  repair  as 
quick  as  possible  to  Springfield  and  take  their  orders  from  you. 
You  have  therefore  only  to  form  the  Drafts  into  convenient 

59  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

60  On  June  20  Washington  wrote  to  Ely  that  General  Glover  and  officers  would 
receive  the  drafts  from  him  "and  march  them  directiy  to  West  point  to  join  the  Line 
of  Massachusetts."  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Divisions  as  they  come  in,  and  send  each  party  under  the  care 
of  an  Officer  to  Genl.  Howe  or  commanding  at  West  point. 
You  may  probably  find  some  Officers  already  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Springfield  who  will  be  at  hand  to  take  charge  of 
the  first  divisions. 

As  it  is  of  material  consequence  that  the  Highland  posts 
should  be  reinforced  without  loss  of  time,  you  are  not  to  wait 
for  making  the  divisions  large.  Even  five  and  twenty  or  thirty 
may  be  sent  on  at  a  time,  should  no  more  be  ready. 

You  will  be  pleased  carefully  to  attend  to  the  condition 
of  the  Men,  should  any,  who  are  unfit  for  Soldiers  be  passed 
by  the  state  Commissioner,  you  are  notwithstanding  to  reject 
them,  and  note  their  names  and  the  cause  of  rejection.  I  am  &c.ei 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  20, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  I  have  thought  proper  to  send  Brigr.  Genl.  Parsons 
to  your  State  to  receive  arrange  and  forward  to  the  Army,  the 
Drafts  and  recruits  which  may  be  furnished  for  the  Continen- 
tal Battalions  in  consequence  of  the  late  requisitions  of  the 
Committee  of  Congress.  Your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
give  him  such  information  and  advice  as  will  be  requisite  for 
his  government. 

So  important  is  the  present  crisis  that  I  can  omit  no  occasion 
of  urging  the  necessity  of  the  greatest  vigor  and  decision  in  our 
Public  measures;  the  filling  our  Battalions  above  all  to  their 
full  complement  without  a  moments  delay  is  perhaps  a  point 
on  which  the  fate  of  America  is  suspended.  With  proper  exer- 
tion we  may  have  every  thing  to  animate  our  hopes,  on  one 
side,  and  with  an  imperfect  exertion  we  have  every  thing  to 
dread  on  the  other.  I  anxiously  and  ardently  hope  this  idea 

01  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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may  govern  all  those  who  have  influence  in  our  Public  affairs. 
I  know  your  Excellency  too  well  and  esteem  you  too  highly  to 
doubt  your  best  endeavours.  With  perfect  respect  I  have  the 
honor  etc.62 

To  COLONEL  GOOSE  VAN  SCHAICK 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  20, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received,  in  order  of  their  date,  Your  Two  favors 
of  the  1st.  and  10th.  Inst.63  I  am  exceedingly  concerned  on 
account  of  the  Mutiny  mentioned  in  the  first  and  that  there  is 
still  a  spirit  of  dissatisfaction  prevailing  in  the  Regiment.  It 
is  my  wish  to  relieve  the  Garrison  and,  as  I  had  done  before, 
I  have  now  written  to  His  Excellency,  Govr.  Clinton,  and  hope 
that  circumstances  will  admit  of  a  sufficient  Detachment  of  the 
Men  raised  for  Frontier  service,  being  immediately  sent  for 
the  purpose.  I  feel  for  the  wants  of  the  Troops  both  Officers 
and  Men,  but  the  present  is  a  difficult  conjuncture  in  our  affairs. 
All  that  can  be  done,  I  hope  will  be  for  the  relief  of  the  whole; 
but  if  they  should  be  disappointed  either  in  their  wishes  to 
join  the  main  Army  for  the  present,  or  in  their  hopes  of  sup- 
plies, the  Troops  must  not  tarnish  by  an  unbecoming  or  un- 
soldierly  conduct,  the  honor  and  character  of  perseverance 
which  they  have  justly  acquired.  The  want  of  pay  and  nec- 
essaries are  not  peculiar  to  the  Regiment  garrisoning  Fort 
Schuyler:  The  rest  of  the  Army  have  experienced  the  same. 
Matters  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  before  long  undergo  a  change  for 
the  better.  We  are  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  a  re- 
spectable succour  from  France.  When  this  arrives,  if  the  Army 
continue  virtuous  (a  point  I  trust  not  to  be  doubted  in  the 
smallest  degree  under  every  circumstance  of  difficulty,  trial  or 

1,2 In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.   From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library. 
63  Van  Schaick  at  this  time  was  in  Albany,  N,  Y. 
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misfortune)  and  the  States  make  the  efforts  of  which  they  are 
well  capable,  we  may  flatter  ourselves  that  we  shall  do  so  some- 
thing at  least  of  an  important  and  interesting  nature.  As  to 
Shoes  the  State  Cloathier  may  obtain  a  supply  for  the  Regi- 
ment, by  applying  to  the  Cloathier  at  New  Windsor;  or  if 
there  are  any  in  Albany  belonging  to  the  Continent,  he  may 
perhaps  negotiate  a  supply  in  that  way,  with  more  facility  by 
Letter.  When  the  Garrison  is  relieved,  Lt.  Colo  Van  Dyk  is  still 
to  remain  to  command  at  the  post,  and  the  Regiment  is  to  join 
the  Main  Army,  unless  you  receive  future  orders  to  the  contrary. 
From  the  importance  of  the  post  of  Fort  Schuyler  and  to 
render  it  secure  on  this  head,  I  have  written  to  Genl.  Howe  and 
desired  him  to  send  Another  Hundred  Barrels  of  flour  from 
West  point  to  Albany.  I  have  also  requested  His  Excelly  Govr 
Clinton,  if  he  has  not  already  received  a  Hundred  Barrels  of 
Beef  or  got  it  in  train,  exclusive  of  the  40  Barrels  forwarded  by 
Colo  Gansevoort,  in  consequence  of  my  Order  sometime  since, 
to  apply  to  Genl  Howe,  who  will  send  that  quantity  to  Albany. 
When  this  Flour  and  Meat  arrive  You  will  use  your  best  exer- 
tions to  have  it  thrown  into  Fort  Schuyler.  The  Detachment 
intended  for  to  relieve  the  Garrison  will  be  a  good  Escort;  and 
it  should  go  under  their  protection  and  convoy.  You  will  write 
when  the  provision  is  sent,  to  Colo  Vandyck  and  suggest  to  him 
the  propriety  and  necessity  of  his  obtaining  and  using  when- 
ever possible,  Fresh  meat  to  aid  the  Salt.  I  am  etc.64 

To  COLONEL  STEPHEN  MOYLAN  OR  THE  OFFICER 
COMMANDING  THE  REGIMENT 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  20, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  18th:  Should  the 
whole  of  your  regiment  have  left  Kings  ferry  you  will  be 

84 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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pleased  to  order  back  a  Commissioned  Officer  and  Six  Men, 
with  directions  to  the  Officer  to  remain  on  this  side,  and  dis- 
patch a  Dragoon  every  morning  with  a  written  report  of  any 
appearances  upon  the  Water.  Should  any  Vessels  heave  in 
sight,  he  will  endeavour  to  ascertain  their  number  and  size. 
He  will  come  on  himself  with  the  last  man. 

If  the  whole  regiment  should  not  have  come  on,  you  may 
send  these  orders  to  the  Officer  in  the  rear.  I  am  etc.65 

To  MAJOR  ICHABOD  BURNETT66 

Head  Quarters,  June  20, 1780. 
Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  Genl.  to  request  you  will  be  pleased 
to  send  some  person  into  New  York  that  you  can  confide  in, 
in  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of  Armed  Ships  (and  their 
names)  in  the  harbour,  and  whether  the  Fleet  from  the  South- 
ward had  any  Troops  on  board;  with  such  other  intelligence 
as  he  may  be  able  to  collect;  that  however  respecting  their  naval 
force  being  of  importance,  you  will  be  pleased  to  regard  most 
and  learn  if  possible  in  a  short  time.  I  am  &c.67 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  20,  1780. 

Dr.  Sir :  I  had  this  morning  the  Honor  to  receive  your  Fa- 
vour of  the  13th  Inst. 

I  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  attention  to  my  request 
for  the  return  of  Genl.  Clinton  and  his  troops  and  flatter  my- 
self they  are  before  this,  at  or  will  be  on  their  way  to  West 

65  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 

63  Aide  to  General  Greene. 

6TThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "R.  K.  Meade,  A.  D.  C." 
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point.  The  measures  taken  for  ensuring  the  Supply  of  provi- 
sions to  Fort  Schuyler,  were  certainly  very  proper.  It  was  an 
Object  I  had  very  much  at  heart,  and  I  wish  the  quantity  for- 
warded had  been  greater.  It  is  of  such  importance  that  the 
Garrison  should  be  in  perfect  safety  with  respect  to  this,  that 
I  have  written  to  General  Howe  and  requested  him  to  send 
another  hundred  barrels  of  flour  from  West  point  to  Albany 
to  the  care  of  Colo  Vanschaick  for  their  support;  And  as  I  find 
by  General  Clinton's  Letter  that  only  Forty  Barrels  of  Beef 
were  sent  with  Colo  Gansevoort,  I  request  that  Your  Excel- 
lency, if  the  quantity  has  not  been  received  before  this  or  is  not 
in  train,  for  which  I  took  the  liberty  to  inclose  You  an  Order 
on  the  Commissaries  in  Connecticut  some  time  since,  will  have 
the  goodness  to  apply  to  General  Howe,  who  is  instructed 
to  furnish  and  send  on  your  requisition  a  Hundred  Barrels  to 
Albany.  I  mean  that  there  should  be  this  quantity  at  least, 
exclusive  of  the  Forty  Barrels  gone  on  to  the  post. 

I  am  much  concerned  at  the  dissatisfaction  and  spirit  of 
desertion,  which  I  find  prevailing  in  Colo  Vanschaicks  Regi- 
ment at  Fort  Schuyler.  Your  Excellency  will  have  been  fully 
informed  on  this  head  and  therefore  I  will  not  add  any  par- 
ticulars with  respect  to  it.  It  is  much  my  wish  that  the  Troops 
of  the  Garrisons  should  be  relieved,  and  it  may  be  the  more 
material  to  do  it,  from  the  disposition  in  which  they  are;  it 
cannot  however  be  done  by  Continental  Troops  without  mani- 
fest injury  under  our  present  circumstances  and  prospects. 
I  would  therefore  propose  and  hope  that  the  plan  concerted 
heretofore  between  your  Excellency  and  Myself,  for  sending  a 
part  of  the  Officers  and  Men  raised  by  the  State  for  Frontier 
service,  may  take  effect  and  a  number  be  sent  for  the  defence 
of  the  post,  which  will  still  remain  under  the  command  of 
Lt  Colo  Vandyck.  In  order  to  make  matters  more  secure,  I  wish 
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the  Detachment  destined  for  the  relief,  if  circumstances  will 
admit,  not  to  be  under  Three  hundred  rank  and  file.  If  the 
post  can  be  relieved  in  this  way,  which  I  hope  may  be  the  case, 
the  provisions  I  have  now  mentioned  had  better  go  under  the 
escort  of  the  Detachment  and  your  Excellency  will  be  so  oblig- 
ing as  to  correspond  with  Colo  Vanschaick  upon  the  subject 
and  to  direct  him  such  an  additional  aid  of  transportation  as 
may  be  required. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  State  of  preparation,  in  which 
Your  Excellency  has  put  the  Militia  for  succouring  the  High- 
land posts,  and  am  convinced  you  will  give  General  Howe 
such  a  reinforcement,  on  his  application,  as  will  make  the  Gar- 
rison complete  for  the  present  in  point  of  number.  I  have  also 
no  doubt  that  there  is  the  best  disposition  possible,  both  in 
Your  Excellency  and  the  State  to  comply  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  Committee68  and  that  You  will  second  the  intended 
Operations  by  every  exertion  in  your  power. 

I  am  exceedingly  happy  in  Your  Excellency's  safe  return  and 
sorry  You  should  have  thought  it  material  either  to  give  me  a 
detail  account  of  your  proceedings  after  Sir  John69  or,  having 
done  it,  that  any  apology  was  necessary  for  the  favor  or  for  the 
result  of  the  expedition.  You  have  only  to  regret,  that  all  you 
wished,  did  not  happen;  but  your  zeal  and  your  active  judi- 
cious exertions  must  convince  every  body  most  fully,  as  they 
do  me,  that  all  that  was  practicable  and  more  than  could  have 
been  expected,  was  done  by  you  to  accomplish  the  ruin  of 
himself  and  party.  I  hope  the  rapid  manner  in  which  the 
Enemy  were  pursued  and  forced  to  retreat,  will  be  attended 
with  good  consequences.  The  succour  You  received  from  the 
Militia  of  the  Grants.70  upon  your  request,  is  a  very  agreeable 

68  Of  Cooperation. 

69  Sir  John  Johnson. 

70  Vermont. 
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consideration  and  the  conduct  of  themselves  and  Officers  upon 
the  occasion  greatly  to  their  credit. 

You  will  have  heard  and  will  see  by  the  papers  the  fate  of 
Charles  Town.  On  Friday  afternoon  and  Saturday  between 
Sixty  and  Seventy  of  the  Enemy's  Vessels  came  into  the  Hook. 
It  was  a  fleet  from  South  Carolina,  and  according  to  the 
accounts  I  have  received  it  is  said  they  have  brought  from  Four 
to  Six  thousand  Troops.  Sir  Harry  Clinton  from  information 
obtained  just  now,  through  Two  Channels,  has  returned  him- 
self. I  am  &c.71 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters  near  Short  Hills, 
Wednesday,  June  21, 1780. 

Parole  Amboy.    Countersigns  Alps,  B. 

Watchword  Caution. 

Major  General  Greene  will  for  the  present  Command  the 
advanced  Corps  of  the  Army  consisting  of  Maxwell's  and 
Stark's  brigades,  the  Light  Horse  and  Militia. 

The  officers  and  men  of  other  Corps  on  the  lines  are  to  be 
relieved  tomorrow  morning  by  such  detachments  as  General 
Greene  may  think  proper  to  order  and  are  to  rejoin  their  respec- 
tive Corps.  This  order  is  to  comprehend  any  Guards  which 
may  be  in  or  about  Springfield. 

The  Court  martial  of  which  General  Hand  is  President,  to 
sit  at  Chatham  tomorrow  ten  o'clock  and  proceed  on  the  Trial 
of  Doctor  Shippen.  They  will  sit  from  day  to  day  'till  the  busi- 
ness is  finish'd  unless  a  movement  of  the  Enemy  shou'd  make 
it  necessary  to  join  their  respective  Corps  in  which  case  they 
are  to  do  it  without  further  orders. 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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AFTER  ORDERS 

Tench  Tilghman  Esqr.  is  Appointed  Aide  de  Camp  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  and  is  to  be  obeyed  and  respected 
as  such.72 

The  Troops  under  Command  of  General  St.  Clair  and  the 
Connecticut  Line  are  to  march  tomorrow  morning  at  three 
o  clock. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  21, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  The  Board,  in  a  late  letter,  left  it  with  me  to 
determine  the  recall  of  the  infantry  of  Major  Lee's  corps.  It 
will  certainly  be  eligible,  that  the  corps  should  be  united;  and 
as  the  services  of  the  horse  in  this  quarter  cannot  be  dispensed 
with,  it  is  in  my  opinion  advisable  that  the  infantry  should  be 
without  delay  ordered  to  join  this  army.  They  are  too  incon- 
siderable in  number  to  make  any  difference  in  the  scale  of 
Southern  affairs.  If  the  board  agree  with  me  in  sentiment,  I 
request  them  to  dispatch  an  order  to  the  Commanding  officer 
to  hasten  him  back.  I  have  the  honor  etc.73 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  21, 1780. 
Sir :  By  the  general  order  of  this  day  you  take  the  command 
of  the  troops  left  at  this  post  and  the  vicinity,  consisting  of 
Maxwells  and  Starke's  brigades;  Lees  corps  and  the  militia. 
The  objects  of  your  command  are  as  far  as  possible  to  cover  the 
country  and  the  public  stores;  the  dispositions  for  this  purpose 
are  left  entirely  to  your  discretion,  with  this  recommendation 

72  Tilghman  had  served  as  volunteer  aide  and  secretary  to  Washington  since  August, 
1776.  He  ranked  as  lieutenant  colonel  and  aide  from  April,  1777. 
,3  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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only  that  you  use  every  precaution  in  your  power  to  avoid  sur- 
prise and  provide  for  the  security  of  your  corps. 

You  will  pay  particular  attention  to  the  obtaining  intelli- 
gence from  the  enemy,  of  their  land  and  sea  force,  of  their 
movements  and  intentions,  giving  me  punctual  advice  of 
whatever  comes  to  your  knowledge.74 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR 

Head  Quarters,  June  21, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  If  you  hear  nothing  from  me  to  the  Contrary;  You 
will  march  to  morrow  morning  by  three  OClock  and  halt  on 
some  good  ground  at  or  near  Rockaway  bridge  [on  the  road 
between  Morris  and  Pompton]  where  the  Troops  will  remain 
'till  further  Orders.  I  am  etc.75 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,  June  21, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  yesterday  Evening  received  Your  two  Favors  of  the 
19th  and  was  happy  to  find  that  a  part  of  Clinton's  Brigade 
had  joined  You.  I  hope  by  this  time  the  whole  will  have  got 
down,  or  at  least  all  of  it  except  the  Regiment  detached  to  Fort 
Schuyler  with  provisions.  From  the  immense  importance  of 
the  post  under  your  direction,  I  wish,  as  expressed  in  my  Letter 
of  the  1 8th,  that  You  may  have  and  keep  your  force  completed 
to  Two  thousand  Five  Hundred  efficient  Men.  This  force  I 
hold  to  be  necessary  and  You  will  keep  it  appropriated  by  a 
proper  distribution,  for  the  defence  of  the  several  works  par- 
ticularly and  exclusively  of  any  other  duty.  This  is  the  Object 

74  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

TOThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  The  words  in  brackets 
are  in  the  writing  of  .Washington. 

Practically  the  same  letter  was  sent  at  the  same  time  to  Brig.  Gen.  Jedidiah  Hunt- 
ington. This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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and  the  only  one  for  which  I  wish  it  to  be  employed.  And 
from  the  very  embarrassing  state  of  Our  provisions;  and  the 
evident  necessity  of  oeconomising  with  respect  to  it  as  much  as 
possible,  I  would  not  have  Your  force  to  consist  of  a  Man  more 
than  the  number  I  have  mentioned.  This  has  been  deemed  suf- 
ficient and  will  be  to  oppose  any  the  Enemy  can  operate  with; 
and  no  aid  of  Militia  beyond  what  may  be  necessary  to  make  it 
up  to  this  number  should  be  called  in,  but  in  case  of  the  most 
pressing  emergency.  I  request  You,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  to 
save  the  Salt  provision.  Whenever  we  have  it  in  our  power 
Fresh  should  be  used.  Our  Stores  of  the  former  are  scanty  in 
the  extreme  and  to  be  preserved  for  occasions  when  it  may 
not  be  in  our  power  to  procure  the  latter,  or  when  it  might  not 
answer. 

The  Enemy  remain  in  the  same  position  and  have  made  no 
movements  or  alterations  in  their  circumstances.  Sir  Harry 
Clinton  is  said  to  be  on  Staten  Island  with  the  Troops  which 
came  from  the  Southward,  whose  number  is  variously  reported 
to  be  from  Four  to  Six  Thousand.  I  cannot  yet  penetrate  their 
designs.  In  the  present  situation  of  things,  the  whole  of  Moy- 
lan's  Regiment  is  essential  here.  Sheldon's  will  certaintly  be 
sufficient  to  furnish  reconnoitring  and  parties  of  advince  to  an- 
nounce the  movements  and  approach  of  the  Enemy  in  case 
they  proceed  to  operate  up  the  River.  I  am  &c.76 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO 
BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  June  21, 1780. 
Sir :  There  is  a  large  quantity  of  flour  at  Trenton  which  it  is  of 
the  greatest  importance  should  be  forwarded  with  all  possible 

T8The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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expedition  to  the  North  River.  The  exigency  is  so  pressing, 
that  the  ordinary  means  of  transportation  will  not  suffice,  and 
it  will  probably  be  indispensable  to  have  recourse  to  an  impress 
of  waggons.  Relying  on  your  judgment  and  activity,  I  request 
you  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Trenton,  and  have  an  inter- 
view with  the  Governor  of  this  state  and  with  Mr.  Foreman 
Quarter  Master,  on  the  means  now  in  execution  for  removing 
the  flour.  You  know  our  situation  and  will  judge  whether  they 
are  sufficient  to  answer  our  purpose.  If  you  think  they  are  not 
you  will  instantly  impress  in  the  neighbouring  Counties  as 
well  in  Pensylvania  as  the  Jerseys  such  a  number  of  waggons 
as  you  judge  necessary  and  will  send  forward  the  flour  with 
all  dispatch  to  New  Windsor  on  the  North  River,  by  the  back 
route.  If  possible  all  the  flour  ought  to  be  in  motion  in  four 
days  from  the  present,  sending  it  off  successively  as  the  wag- 
gons are  collected.  When  you  have  put  this  business  effec- 
tually in  train  you  will  without  loss  of  time  rejoin  the  army. 

P.  S.  Application  has  been  made  to  the  President  of  Pensyl- 
vania for  an  aid  of  250  waggons;  on  your  arrival  at  Trenton 
you  will  dispatch  an  express  to  him  to  know  in  what  forward- 
ness it  is.  A  party  of  20  Horse  will  attend  you.77 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Springfield,78  Thursday,  June  22, 1780. 
Parole  Chatham.    Countersigns  D.,  Elk. 
Watchword  Persevere. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  cannot  leave  this  Post  with  out 
expressing  the  high  sense  he  entertains  of  the  Conduct  and 

77  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

78 "Reed  of  His  Excellency  Genl  Washington  the  Sum  of  eight  hundred  Dollars 
being  my  charge  against  him  for  Sundrys  during  his  stay  at  my  house.  Jacob  Briant. 
Springfield  June  22d  1780."  This  receipt  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Bravery  of  the  officers  and  Men  of  Maxwell's  brigade  in  annoy- 
ing the  Enemy  in  their  incursion  of  the  7th.  instant.  Colonel 
Dayton  merits  particular  Thanks. 

He  also  with  Pleasure  embraces  the  opportunity  of  Testify- 
ing that  the  behavior  of  the  Militia  has  been  such  as  to  do  them 
signal  Honor  and  entitled  them  to  the  warmest  approbation. 
There  never  since  the  commencement  of  the  Contest  appeared 
a  more  general  ardor  than  animated  all  ranks  upon  this  occa- 
sion and  the  spirited  opposition  given  was  attended  with 
answerable  Effects. 

AFTER  ORDERS,  ROCKAWAY  BRIDGE™ 

The  Troops  are  to  keep  their  present  Position  'till  further 
Orders:  The  officers  to  prevent  every  species  of  Waste  of  pri- 
vate property. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Rockaway,  Friday,  June  23, 1780. 

MORNING  ORDERS 

The  Men  will  cook  their  Provisions  immediately;  they  are 
to  be  kept  Compact  in  readiness  for  a  sudden  movement. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

Watchword . 

In  Case  a  sudden  movement  should  become  necessary  two 
pieces  of  Cannon  will  be  fired  at  the  Park  as  a  signal  to  the 
Troops  to  get  under  Arms. 

The  General  officers  present  will  assemble  at  General 
Hand's  Brigade  this  afternoon  five  o  clock  to  take  into  con- 
sideration a  dispute  of  rank  between  Colonels  Livingston  and 
Hazen  of  that  brigade  and  will  as  speedily  as  possible  report 
their  opinion  to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

'"Rockaway  Bridge  was  about  11  miles  north  of  Morristown,  N.  J. 
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The  General  has  often  observed  much  unnecessary  damage 
done  to  Grass-grounds  by  turning  the  Horses  of  the  Army  at 
large  upon  them  by  which  means  more  is  trodden  down  than 
is  Consumed  Care  will  therefore  be  taken  in  future  when  the 
Army  Halts  near  Mowing  grounds  to  have  the  grass  cut  and 
brought  to  the  horses.  The  officers  commanding  divisions 
and  brigades  will  see  this  order  executed  and  the  Quartermas- 
ter General  will  direct  that  it  is  particularly  attended  to  by  the 
Conductors  of  Teams  not  attached  to  any  particular  part  of 
the  Line. 

Captain  David  Humphrys 80  of  the  Connecticut  Line  is  Ap- 
pointed Aide  de  Camp  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  and  is  to 
be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly. 

Brigade  Field  Returns  (of  the  officers  and  men  present  fit 
for  Action  regimentally  digested)  are  to  be  delivered  in  at 
five  o  clock  this  afternoon  at  which  time  After  Orders  will 
be  issued. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

In  the  present  divided  State  of  our  Force  the  second  Penn- 
sylvania, Hand's  and  the  two  Connecticut  Brigades  are  to 
form  one  line,  the  Park  of  Artillery  will  be  between  Hand's 
brigade  and  the  Connecticut  Troops;  the  Troops  will  lay  on 
their  Arms  in  their  proper  Platoons  Officers  of  all  ranks  are 
to  be  at  their  Posts;  Head  Quarters  will  be  at  the  Park  of 
Artillery. 

General  St.  Clair  will  see  that  proper  Picquets  are  posted 
for  the  security  of  the  right  Wing  and  General  Huntington 
will  do  the  same  for  the  Security  of  the  Left  Wing. 

^Capt.  David  Humphreys  (Humphrys),  of  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Regiment.  His 
appointment  as  aide  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  gave  him  rank  as  lieutenant  colonel. 
He  resigned  in  April,  1783. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Rockaway  Bridge,  June  23, 1780,  l/2  after  6. 
Dr  Sir:  I  received  in  the  night  at  12  and  3  OClock,  Your 
Two  Favors  of  Yesterday  Evening  in  regular  succession  with 
respect  to  their  dates.  I  have  just  heard  several  Cannon,  but  am 
still  at  a  loss  to  know  the  design  of  them.  I  shall  hold  the 
Troops  here  in  readiness  'till  I  receive  further  intelligence  by 
which  I  may  regulate  myself.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  advise 
me  from  time  to  time  of  matters;  endeavouring  as  far  as  possi- 
ble to  ascertain  the  Enemy's  movements  and  the  Objects  they 
have  in  view.  I  am  etc.81 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COOPERATION 

Head  Quarters,  Rockaway,  June  23,  1780. 
Gentlemen:  The  enemy  are  now  in  full  force  bending  their 
march  towards  Morris  Town,  and  by  my  last  advices  had  ad- 
vanced beyond  Springfield.  They  were  vigorously  opposed  by 
our  advanced  Corps.  But  what  could  the  Valour  of  a  hand- 
full  do  against  so  infinite  a  superiority  of  numbers  ?  The  en- 
emy can  effect  any  particular  object  they  may  attempt.  Besides 
the  Army  they  can  have  no  other  in  this  state  than  our  stores. 
As  we  cannot  defend  them  we  must  endeavour  to  remove 
them.  I  am  so  intirely  engaged  in  attention  to  our  military 
operations  that  I  must  intreat  you  to  write  to  the  executives  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Jersey  pressing  them  to  bring  out  all  the 
Waggons  they  can  to  our  relief;  an  application  has  been  al- 
ready made  to  Pennsylvania  for  two  hundred  and  fifty  Wag- 
gons; these  ought  to  be  instantly  furnished. 

81The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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But  we  do  not  know  what  may  be  the  ultimate  designs  of 
the  enemy,  all  we  know  is  that  they  are  very  strong  and  that 
we  are  very  weak.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  states 
may  be  again  called  upon  to  redouble  their  exertions  to  com- 
ply with  the  demands  that  have  been  already  made  upon 
them.  It  is  essential  to  our  immediate  safety  to  say  nothing  of 
the  expected  cooperation.  If  she  means  to  be  free  this  is  the 
Moment  for  America  to  exert  herself.  With  every  sentiment 
of  Esteem  etc. 

P.  S.  Morris  Town  is  become  an  ineligible  place  for  the 
Committee.  As  I  wish  to  have  their  support  and  Aid,  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  their  removal  to  some  place  in  the  Rear 
of  the  Army  is  not  too  remote. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Rockaway  Bridge,  June  23, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  20th.  reached  me  this  morning. 
The  principal  part  of  the  army  yesterday  marched  to  this  place. 
Last  night  I  received  a  letter  from  General  Greene  who  com- 
mands the  corps  near  the  enemy  containing  the  following 
paragraph;  "Mr.  82  this  moment  returned  from  Eliza- 

beth Town.  He  says  that  General  Clinton  with  the  whole  Brit- 
ish army  will  be  in  motion  this  evening;  that  three  thousand 
are  to  embark  for  Kings  ferry,  if  the  wind  and  tide  favour  their 
design.  The  residue  of  the  army  are  to  march  towards  Kings 
ferry  by  Newark  and  Slater  dam  (a  little  above  Aquakanunck) . 
Their  object  is  to  cut  you  off  from  the  mouth  of  the  Clove 
and  prevent  your  getting  into  West  Point."  This  morning 

82 The  name  of  this  spy  is  so  carefully  crossed  out  that  it  is  impossible  to  decipher. 
The  same  has  been  done  in  one  of  Greene's  letters  of  June  22.  In  the  other  the  spy  is 
mentioned  as  "Mr.  P 1."  Greene's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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the  British  army  are  in  motion  accordingly  and  seem  to  be 
moving  in  two  bodies,  one  towards  Newark  the  other  towards 
Springfield. 

There  is  one  point  I  think  of  essential  importance  in  your 
arrangements;  the  distribution  of  your  magazines  to  the  dif- 
ferent works  that  each  may  have  provision  and  water  and 
stores  sufficient  to  stand  a  siege.  The  nature  of  the  post  is  such 
that  each  work  depends  very  much  upon  itself;  nor  is  the  com- 
munication from  one  to  another  as  well  secured  as  might  be 
wished.  The  advanced  works  in  particular  ought  to  be  well 
provided.  I  should  be  glad  each  of  these  might  have  within 
itself  a  sufficiency  of  every  thing  for  a  defence  of  at  least  sixty 
days;  even  if  this  should  be  done  at  the  expense  of  the  interior 
posts  which  will  have  the  benefit  of  the  supplies  daily  coming 
in.  I  am  etc. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ANTHONY  WAYNE 

Whippany,83  June  23, 1780, 11  O.  C,  P  M. 
Dr  Sir:  Some  time  before  the  receipt  of  your  favor  I  was  in- 
formed that  the  Enemy  had  returned  to  their  Station  at  Eliza- 
beth] T[own]  point.  It  is  certainly  difficult  if  not  impossible,  to 
ascertain  their  views.84  I  however  all  things  considered  wish 
to  keep  our  force  as  compact  as  possible,  and  therefore  wish  you 
if  you  find  in  the  morning  that  the  Enemy  are  quiet  or  gone 
over  to  Staten  Island  to  return  by  the  same  route  you  marched 
to  day.85 

83  In  Morris  County,  3  or  .4  miles  northeast  of  Morristown,  N.  J.  On  June  25  Uzal 
Coe  receipted  to  General  Washington,  "for  180  dollars,  for  cheese  mutton  and  lodg- 
ing." This  receipt  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

84  Wayne's  letter  is  dated  June  23,  1780,  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  from  Chatham,  and  is  in 
the  Washington  Papers. 

85  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 
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To  MAJOR  RICHARD  CLAIBORNE 

Head  Quarters,  Rockaway,  June  23, 1780. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  forthwith  to  Morris  Town  and  inform 
yourself  of  the  measures  taken  to  remove  the  stores  and  bag- 
gage of  the  army  from  Morris  and  from  Succussunni 86  toward 
Sussex  Courthouse  and  the  North  River  and  you  will  take  such 
additional  measures  as  appear  necessary  to  remove  them  effec- 
tually and  with  the  greatest  expedition.  The  flour  and  salted 
meat  except  what  the  Commissaries  think  necessary  for  the 
daily  consumption  of  the  army  will  go  to  New  Windsor  on 
the  North  River;  the  military  and  other  stores  requisite  for  the 
Campaign,  to  Sussex,  and  if  there  any  articles  which  will  not 
probably  be  useful  in  the  Campaign  they  will  best  be  at  Easton. 
But  in  these  directions  I  only  mean  to  supply  what  may  be 
wanting  in  General  Greene's,  not  to  contravene  his;  for  a  plan 
having  been  previously  settled  with  him  in  the  spirit  of  these 
instructions,  his  directions  for  the  execution  are  to  be  followed. 
You  will  make  a  point  to  have  the  most  valuable  stores  whether 
in  the  Quarter  Master's  or  in  the  Commissary's  departments 
first  removed. 

To  enable  you  to  execute  these  orders  you  will  be  furnished 
with  a  party  of  Twenty  horse  and  you  are  hereby  fully  em- 
powered to  impress  as  many  teams  and  other  carriages  as  you 
think  necessary.  I  rely  absolutely  on  your  known  Zeal  and 
activity.87 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  near  Morris,  June  24, 1780. 
Gentlemen :  Inclosed  you  have  a  list  of  new  appointments  and 
promotions  in  the  Regiment  of  Artificers  which  will  complete 

88  Succasumma,  N.  J.,  about  10  miles  northwest  of  Morristown. 
87 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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the  Officers  of  that  Corps.  Be  pleased  to  make  out  and  de- 
liver the  Commissions  to  Lieut.  Yeates  the  bearer  who  will 
forward  them.  You  have  inclosed  a  Return  of  the  Commis- 
sioned and  Non  Commd.  Officers  and  privates  of  that  Regt. 
agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  Congress  of  15th  March  1779. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.88 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Whippany,  Saturday,  June  24, 1780. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

Watchword . 

The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Brigadier  General 
Hand  is  president  will  meet  tomorrow  morning  nine  o'clock 
at  Morristown  and  will  continue  sitting  from  day  to  day  unless 
especially  adjourned  by  the  President. 

The  General  Officers  directed  to  meet  yesterday  to  settle  a 
dispute  of  rank  between  Colonels  Hazen  and  Livingston  will 
meet  this  day  at  twelve  o'clock  at  the  house  on  the  forks  of 
the  road  near  Head  Quarters. 

At  a  General  Court  martial  held  by  order  of  the  Honorable 
Board  of  War  the  19th.  May  at  Philadelphia,  Major  Nichols 
President.  Captain  Lieutenant  Godfrey  of  the  Artillery  and 
Artificers  was  tried  "First:  For  stopping  two  Shillings  and 
f ourpence  for  five  months  Stores  more  than  the  Price  stipulated 
by  the  State. 

Secondly:  For  drawing  thirteen  days  subsistence  money  for 
six  men  then  deserted  and  converting  the  money  to  his  own 
use. 

Thirdly:  For  drawing  one  Month's  Pay  for  the  detachment 
under  his  command  at  Carlisle  Twelve  months  ago  and  not 
paying  them. 

88 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Fourthly:  For  detaining  from  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
company  out  of  three  months  stores  vizt.  April  May  and  June 
the  following  Articles  pr  man,  one  pint  of  Rum,  one  pound  of 
Sugar,  Half  a  pound  of  Tobacco,  one  ounce  of  Tea,  quarter 
of  a  pound  of  Soap  and  half  a  pound  of  Coffee. 

Fifthly :  For  treating  Captain  Coren  in  an  ungentlemanlike 
manner  at  sundry  times." 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  Captain  Lieutenant  Godfrey 
is  not  Guilty  of  the  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  Charges; 
therefore  acquit  him.  But  they  are  of  opinion  he  is  Guilty  of 
the  Fifth  charge,  being  a  breach  of  Sect.  7,  Article  1st.  of  the 
Articles  of  War  and  sentenced  to  be  reprimanded  by  the  Com- 
manding Officer  privately. 

Captain  Coren  was  tried  at  the  same  Court "  for  appointing 
Lieutenants  to  his  Company  and  ordering  them  to  be  obey'd 
as  such,  and  for  signing  a  false  order  for  Rations  by  drawing 
for  Four  Subalterns  when  he  had  but  one  in  his  Company. 
Pleads  Guilty." 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  he  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of  part  of 
Section  5th.  Article  1st.  of  the  Articles  of  War  therefore  sen- 
tence him  accordingly. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentences  and  orders 
them  carried  into  execution.  When  that  against  Captain  Lieu- 
tenant Godfrey  has  taken  Place  he  is  to  be  released  from 
Arrest. 

AFTER  ORDERS,  Vz  PAST  11  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

The  i st.  and  2nd.  Pennsylvania  and  Hand's  Brigades  march 
by  the  Left  tomorrow  morning  5  o'clock  for  Pumpton  Plains 
where  they  are  to  Halt  'till  further  orders.  The  Park  will 
move  at  the  same  time  in  the  order  already  pointed  out. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Sunday,  June  25, 1780. 

Parole  Leonidas.  Countersigns  Turin,  Troy. 

Watchword  Who's  here. 

The  Troops  to  March  and  the  Park  to  move  tomorrow 
morning  four  o  clock  by  the  Left.  Stark's  brigade  to  take  Post 
on  the  left  of  Hand's  when  it  arrives. 

Such  of  the  Troops  as  may  want  Provisions  are  to  draw  and 
Cook  this  evening. 

The  Brigades  to  Post  proper  Picquets  for  their  own  security 
and  to  prevent  their  Soldiers  straggling. 

The  General  earnestly  requests  officers  of  all  ranks  to  pre- 
vent as  far  as  possible  all  unnecessary  waste  of  meadows  Pas- 
turage or  inclosures  while  on  a  March  or  in  Camp.  This  is  to 
be  considered  as  a  standing  order. 

A  Sub,  Serjeant,  Corporal  and  twenty  one  men  from  the  1st. 
Pennsylvania  brigade  to  mount  at  Head  Quarters  immediately. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Whippany,  June  25, 1780. 

Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  Congress  on  the 
20th.  the  following  movements  have  taken  place  on  the  part 
of  the  Enemy  and  on  our  part. 

The  conduct  of  the  Enemy  and  our  intelligence,  giving  us 
reason  to  suspect  a  design  against  West  Point,  on  the  21st. 
the  Army,  except  two  Brigades  [and  the  Horse]  (left  under  the 
command  of  General  Greene  to  cover  the  Country  and  our 
stores)  was  put  in  motion  to  proceed  slowly  towards  Pomp- 
ton.  On  the  22d  It  arrived  at  Rockaway  Bridge  about  eleven 
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miles  from  Morris  Town.  The  day  following  the  Enemy 
moved  in  force  from  Elizabeth  Town  towards  Springfield. 
They  were  opposed  with  great  conduct  and  spirit  by  Major 
Generals  Greene  and  Dickenson,  with  the  Continental  Troops 
and  such  of  the  Militia  as  were  assembled;  but  with  their  supe- 
riority in  numbers  they  of  course  gained  Springfield,  burnt  the 
Village  and  retired  the  same  day  to  their  former  position.  In 
the  night  they  abandoned  it,  crossed  over  to  Staten  Island  and 
took  up  their  bridge.  I  beg  leave  to  refer  Congress  to  General 
Greene's  report  for  particulars. 

The  Enemy  advanced  on  this  occasion  with  so  serious  an 
aspect,  that  we  were  compelled  to  act  upon  the  supposition  of 
their  menacing  our  stores.  A  Brigade  was  detached  to  fall  in 
with  their  right  flank  and  the  Army  moved  back  towards  Mor- 
ris Town  five  or  six  miles,  to  be  more  in  supporting  distance. 
On  receiving  intelligence  of  the  Enemy's  withdrawing  from 
the  Point,  all  the  Troops  were  put  under  marching  orders 
for  the  North  River;  but  the  weather  prevented  them  com- 
mencing their  march  before  this  morning. 

The  late  movements  of  the  Enemy  seem  to  have  no  satisfac- 
tory solution  but  an  enterprise  against  West  point,  our  last  ad- 
vices look  strongly  to  the  same  object,  yet  there  are  many  pow- 
erful reasons  against  it.  But  as  we  are  now  in  a  great  degree 
rid  of  the  incumbrance  of  our  stores  by  the  measures  taken  to 
remove  them,  prudence  demands  that  our  dispositions  should 
be  principally  relative  to  West  Point.  We  shall  do  every  thing 
in  our  power  for  its  security;  and  in  spite  of  the  peculiar  embar- 
rassments of  our  situation,  I  hope  not  without  success.89 

89That  Washington's  maneuvers  were  successful  is  evidenced  by  Clinton's  report  to 
Germain,  July  4,  1780:  "I  arrived  at  New  York  on  the  17th  of  June.  .  .  .  Lieut. 
Genl.  Knyphausen  had  I  found  on  the  7th  made  a  Movement  into  Jersey,  and  on  the 
same  day  withdrawn  the  Troops  back  to  a  position  between  Elizabeth  Town  Creek 
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The  Enemy  have  not  made  their  incursions  into  this  State 
without  loss;  ours  has  been  small.  The  Militia  deserve  every 
thing  that  can  be  said  on  both  occasions.  They  flew  to  arms 
universally  and  acted  with  a  spirit  equal  to  any  thing  I  have 
seen  in  the  course  of  the  War.  With  every  sentiment  of  re- 
spect etc. 

P.  S.  I  am  honored  with  two  Letters  from  Congress  of  the 
18th.  and  21st.  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  21st 
to  the  Board  of  War  on  the  subject  of  Major  Lees  Infantry 
by  which  Congress  will  see  my  sentiments.  I  request  they 
will  be  pleased  to  instruct  the  Board  of  War,  as  to  them 
appears  best.90 


and  Newark  Meadows  where  they  were  at  my  Arrival.  Washington's  Army  was  I  am 
informed  at  Chatham,  with  an  Advanced  Corps  at  Connecticut  Farms,  but  on  the 
1 8th.  retired  towards  the  Clove  .  .  .  but,  whether  I  considered  how  illusive  that  In- 
telligence [which  caused  Knyhausen's  advance  into  Jersey]  had  proved  both  with 
respect  to  the  temper  of  Washington's  Army  and  the  Militia;  Whether  I  reflected  that 
time  had  been  given  to  the  R.ebels  to  collect  their  force  and  procure  Horses  for  remov- 
ing their  Artillery  and  Stores,  and  that  the  measure  could  no  longer  be  prosecuted  in 
its  original  Spirit  (a  rapid  Movement  against  a  disaffected  Army  in  a  supine  and  en- 
feebled State,  or  whether  lastly  I  doubted  the  good  tendency  of  any  Movement)  in 
Jersey  which  had  not  the  total  destruction  of  Washington's  Army  in  hope,  on  no 
Account  could  I  think  of  keeping  the  Field  in  that  Province.  In  the  present  circum- 
stances I  could  not  think  of  keeping  the  field  in  Jersey.  General  Washington  by  his 
Retreat  left  me  little  time  for  these  deliberations.  To  avail  myself,  however,  as  much 
as  I  could,  of  our  Situation,  I  ordered,  previous  to  quitting  Jersey,  a  strong  detach- 
ment under  General  Mathew,  well  supported  by  .  .  .  Knyphausen,  to  move  to  the 
last  Division  of  die  Rebel  Army  and  press  it  if  possible,  whilst  I  put  the  Troops  just  ar- 
rived from  Carolina,  and  already  landed  on  Staten  Island,  afloat  again,  and  repaired  in 
person  to  Haverstraw  Bay,  the  Transports  following  me  to  Philipsburg.  I  was  thus 
in  readiness  to  take  advantage  of  any  unguarded  March  the  Enemy  might  make, 
to  Succor  the  Corps  attacked,  or  finding  no  Enemy  for  offense  (as  was  the  Event)  to 
land  the  Troops  and  give  a  Camp  of  rest  to  an  Army,  of  which  many  Corps  had  had 
an  uninterrupted  Campaign  of  Fourteen  Months.  The  attack  of  the  rear  of  Wash- 
ington's Army  was  conducted  with  Judgment  and  Spirit.  The  Rebels  were  forced 
from  Two  Strong  Positions,  and  the  Troops  after  remaining  some  hours  in  Spring- 
field retired  according  to  my  Orders,  and  that  Evening  without  Molestation  evacuated 
Jersey,  bringing  off  the  Bridge  of  Boats  which  had  been  thrown  across  the  Staten 
Island  Sound."  Colonial  Office,  5,  100,  p.  97,  et  seq.  The  transcript  is  in  the  Library 
of  Congress.  The  camp  site  chosen  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  was  at  Philipseburg,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Hudson.  Clinton  also  stated  that  the  coming  French  armament  would 
"probably  keep  me  inactive." 

"In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.  The  words  in  brackets  are  inserted  by 
Washington. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Whippeny,  near  Morristown,  June  25, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  On  friday  last  the  enemy  moved  from  Elizabeth 
Town  point  to  Springfield  in  considerable  force,  supposed 
about  five  thousand.  The  bridge  at  Springfield  was  pretty 
obstinately  defended  by  Colonel  Angel's  regiment  nor  was  it 
gained  by  the  enemy  till  near  a  contest  of  forty  minutes.  This 
Regt.  had  about  40  killed  and  wounded.  Our  whole  loss  dur- 
ing the  day  does  not  rise  much  higher  but  from  all  the  accounts 
which  we  have  been  yet  able  to  collect,  the  enemy's  has  been 
very  superior.  They  retreated  with  great  rapidity  after  having 
burnt  Springfield  to  E.  T.  point  and  evacuated  the  place  be- 
tween twelve  and  one  the  same  night.  We  have  not  been  able 
to  ascertain  since  their  leaving  the  Jerseys  whether  they  have 
embarked  with  a  design  to  proceed  up  the  North  River,  or 
whether  they  have  returned  to  New-York.  I  thought  it  how- 
ever advisable  to  give  you  this  information  that  all  necessary 
measures  may  be  taken  to  provide  against  the  former.  General 
Huntington  is  some  way  on  his  march,  and  is  instructed  to  take 
post  at  SufTerans,  and  to  communicate  with  you.  The  rest  of 
the  army  is  also  in  motion  but  their  progress  must  be  governed 
by  our  intelligence. 

I  would  just  observe  with  regard  to  the  posts  at  West  point 
most  exposed  and  most  important  that  they  will  no  doubt  ex- 
perience your  most  immediate  attention  and  be  provided  spe- 
cifically not  only  with  the  proper  quantity  of  stores,  provisions 
&c.  but  garrisoned  with  troops  best  calculated  for  an  obstinate 
resistance.  At  this  moment  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  the  enemy 
propose  to  themselves,  but  let  it  be  what  it  will,  it  is  our  prin- 
cipal business  to  be  fully  prepared  for  them  at  West-point.  I  in- 
close you  a  letter  from  the  Honble  the  Board  of  war  which  they 
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transmitted  open  in  one  to  me.  Every  precaution  and  measure 
for  obtaining  provisions  and  supplying  West-point  has  certainly 
been  taken  which  appeared  practicable.  The  route  by  which  the 
Southern  supplies  come,  must  as  has  been  heretofore  the  case, 
depend  on  the  situation  and  movements  of  the  enemy,  on  which 
head  the  Q.  Master  and  Commissary  will  always  be  advised. 
You  will  direct  the  receiving  Commissary  to  keep  a  particular 
account  of  the  provisions  forwarded  by  the  associators  and  to 
give  receipts  for  it. 

half  an  hour  after  Eleven  A.  M. 
I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  24th.  The  pur- 
poses of  the  posts  at  Verplanks  and  Stoney  point  have  been 
pretty  fully  explained  in  those  letters  when  I  had  occasion  to 
mention  them  or  their  uses.  I  cannot  say  that  it  appears  to  me 
should  the  enemy  seriously  attempt  them  in  force,  that  much 
time  to  us  could  be  gained  by  their  defence.  Col  Gouvion  is  of 
opinion  also  that  under  this  description  they  cannot  hold  out 
much  beyond  ten  hours.  This  is  but  a  mere  instant  for  any 
precautions  at  West-point,  while  these  two  garrisons  by  being 
withdrawn  might  be  employed  with  you  perhaps  to  much 
greater  advantage  than  in  their  present  situation.  But  besides, 
it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  the  enemy  would  spend  any  length 
of  time  on  this  object  but  passing  them  operate  against  West- 
point  in  the  first  instance.  In  short,  what  seems  to  me  best  in 
this  case  is  not  to  submit  the  garrison  of  Verplanks  and  Stoney 
point  to  an  investiture,  but  to  amuse  the  enemy  with  them  as 
long  as  it  can  be  done  with  their  own  safety;  guarding  alike  on 
this  occasion  against  a  precipitate  evacuation  of  the  posts,  with- 
out good  reasons  and  continuance  in  them  to  the  loss  of  the 
garrisons.  [These  were  the  ideas  I  meant  to]  suggest  [in  my 
former]  communication  [on  this  subject.]  I  am  &c. 
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P.  S.  The  measures  you  have  taken  respecting  the  militia 
appear  to  be  very  proper  under  present  appearances.  I  return 
you  the  letters  which  you  inclosed  me.91 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Whippeny,  June  25, 1780. 
Gentn :  I  have  been  honoured  with  Your  several  Letters  of 
the  17th,  19th  and  20,  which  the  constant  movements  of  the 
Army  have  prevented  me  from  answering  till  this  time.  With 
respect  to  the  subject  of  the  first  and  of  the  Letter  it  inclosed 
for  General  Howe,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  the  Board  it  had  long 
since  claimed  my  particular  attention  and  every  measure  had 
been  taken  by  me  that  appeared  practicable  to  obtain  and  for- 
ward Supplies  of  provision  for  the  post  at  West  point.  The 
route  by  which  that  must  go,  which  comes  from  the  South- 
ward must  be  governed,  from  time  to  time  as  it  has  been,  by 
the  movements  and  situation  of  the  Enemy,  on  which  head  the 
Commissary  and  Quarter  Master  and  Other  persons  employed 
in  the  transportation  will  be  regularly  advised  that  it  may  be 
secure.  There  are  no  unnecessary  Stores  at  West  point  that  I 
know  of;  so  far  from  it,  those  which  are  there  are  less  than  they 
ought  to  be,  if  our  circumstances  would  admit  of  a  better  sup- 
ply. The  Stores  which  were  at  Fishkill  and  which  possibly 
might  have  been  exposed,  on  a  serious  movement  by  the  En- 
emy, have  been  brought  down  to  the  River  and  embarked  in 
Vessels  provided  for  the  purpose.  A  particular  account  of  the 
provisions  forwarded  by  the  Associators  will  be  kept  by  the  re- 
ceiving Commissary  who  will  be  directed  to  give  receipts  for 
it  also.  This  exertion  will  contribute  greatly  to  our  relief  and 
reflects  the  highest  honor  on  the  Gentlemen  concerned  in  it. 

91  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 
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The  Board  will  be  pleased  to  receive  a  confirmation  of  the 
sentences  against  Capt  Coren  and  Lt  Godfrey. 

With  respect  to  the  application  in  favor  of  Lt.  Conolly  Coan,92 
I  do  not  conceive  myself  authorized  to  grant  it.93  I  have  never 
in  a  single  instance  undertaken  to  give  permission  to  an  Officer 
to  go  beyond  Sea  and  whenever  requests  for  the  purpose  have 
been  made  immediately  to  me,  they  have  been  referred  to  Con- 
gress or  the  parties  applying  informed  that  it  was  necessary. 
I  return  the  Board  Doctor  Shield's  letter94  on  the  subject  which 
they  will,  if  they  think  proper  be  pleased  to  lay  before  Con- 
gress. I  should  have  been  happy,  if  it  had  been  in  my  power 
to  have  obliged  the  Doctor,  whose  zeal  and  attachment  to  our 
cause  seem  to  give  him  a  claim  to  every  consistent  notice  in 
his  applications. 

I  am  informed  that  Lt  Col  Ramsay  is  desirous  that  Lt  Colo 
Conolly  should  be  permitted  to  go  to  New  York  to  endeavour 
to  effect  their  exchange  or  to  return  in  a  limited  number  of 
days,  and  by  a  Letter  of  die  16th  from  Colo  Magaw  to  Colo 
Harrison,  received  yesterday  that  it  is  also  the  Boards  wish. 
I  should  be  very  happy  in  the  final  exchange  of  Colo  Ramsay, 
and  as  the  State  of  Maryland  who  claim  Colo  Conolly  as  their 
prisoner,  have  expressed  their  wish  to  appropriate  him  particu- 
larly to  it,  there  can  be  no  objection  to  his  going  to  New  York 
to  endeavour  to  effect  it.  Lt  Colo  Conolly's  exchange  under 
the  circumstances  of  his  case  should  be  particularly  restricted 
to  that  of  Lt  Colo  Ramsays,  or  the  Enemy  may  undertake  to 
place  it  in  favor  of  some  other  Officer  and  probably  one  of  the 

8  Lieutenant  Coane,  as  the  name  is  spelled  in  the  British  Army  List,  belonged  to  the 
Sixty-second  Foot. 

92  See  'Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  June  30,  1780. 
Surgeon  Shield  was  probably  Surg.  Thomas  Sheild,  of  the  Eighty-seventh  Foot, 
British  Army.   His  letter  is  not  now  found  in  either  the  Washington  Papers  or  the 
Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
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Violators  of  parole.  When  he  goes  to  New  York,  he  should  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  Elizabeth  Town.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.95 

To  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REED 

Head  Quarters,  Whippeny  near  Morris  Town, 

June  25, 1780. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favors 
of  the  20th.  and  22d.  instants.  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  find 
you  express  a  doubt  of  being  able  immediately  to  procure  the 
number  of  250  Waggons  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania;  if  we 
should  be  disappointed  in  that  quarter,  I  know  not  where 
we  are  to  apply.  The  Quarter  Master  General  has,  as  you  ob- 
serve, a  considerable  number  of  Waggons  laying  idle  for  want 
of  Horses,  could  you  procure  a  sufficiency  of  them,  to  put  these 
Waggons  in  motion,  it  would  answer  a  very  valuable  purpose, 
that  of  moving  the  Baggage  and  necessary  Stores  of  the  Army, 
which  are  now  scattered  in  a  most  inconvenient  manner  upon 
the  whole  communication,  subject  to  loss  and  peculation,  and 
making  an  amazing  draft  from  the  strength  of  the  Army,  as 
an  extra  number  of  guards  must  be  left  to  take  care  of  them. 

The  Enemy  abandoned  this  State  the  night  before  last,  they 
advanced  in  the  course  of  the  day,  in  very  considerable  force 
as  far  as  Springfield,  which  they  burnt  intirely  (two  Houses 
excepted)  with  several  buildings  in  the  neighbourhood.  They 
were  very  warmly  opposed  in  their  progress,  by  the  advanced 
troops  under  the  command  of  General  Greene.  This  change 
of  position  will  render  the  service  of  the  Philada.  Troop  of 
Light  Dragoons  unnecessary  at  this  juncture.  Hearing  they 
were  upon  their  march,  I  yesterday  desired  Colo.  Moylan  to 
meet  them,  with  my  thanks  for  their  ready  compliance  with 

85  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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my  request,  and  to  inform  them  that  there  was  no  occasion  for 
them  ot  come  forward.96 

I  very  much  admire  the  patriotic  spirit  of  the  Ladies  of 
Philada.,  and  shall  with  great  pleasure  give  them  my  advice, 
as  to  the  application  of  their  benevolent  and  generous  donation 
to  the  soldiers  of  the  Army.  Altho'  the  terms  of  the  associa- 
tion seem  in  some  measure  to  preclude  the  purchase  of  any 
article,  which  the  public  is  bound  to  find,  I  would,  neverthe- 
less, recommend  a  provision  of  shirts  in  preference  to  any  thing 
else,  in  case  the  fund  should  amount  to  a  sum  equivalent  to  a 
supply  of  eight  or  ten  thousand.  The  Soldiery  are  exceedingly 
in  want  of  them,  and  the  public  have  never,  for  several  years 
past,  been  able  to  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  to  make  them 
comfortable.  They  are  besides  more  capable  of  an  equal  and 
satisfactory  distribution  than  almost  any  other  Article.  Should 
the  fund  fall  short  of  a  supply  of  the  number  of  shirts  I  have 
mentioned,  perhaps  there  could  be  no  better  application  of  the 
Money,  than  laying  it  out  in  the  purchase  of  refreshments 
for  the  Hospitals.  These  are  my  Ideas  at  present.  When  I  have 
the  pleasure  of  hearing  more  particularly  from  Mrs.  Reed,  I 
shall  probably  be  able  to  form  a  more  complete  opinion.97 

88A  letter  from  Lieut.  James  Budden,  of  June  26,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
Washington's  reply  (June  28)  herewith  is  from  a  copy  in  the  Toner  Transcripts  in 
the  Library  of  Congress:  "I  was  favored  yesterday  evening  with  your  letter  of  the 
26th.,  advising  me  of  the  arrival  of  your  Troop  at  Trenton.  The  spirit  and  the  alert- 
ness which  the  Philadelphia  Light  Horse  have  displayed  on  this  occasion  is  such  as  to 
deserve  my  best  thanks.  I  should  have  been  happy  their  services  had  the  enemy  Con- 
tinued in  the  Jerseys;  but  as  they  have  evacuated  this  state  and  as  the  necessity  is  over 
which  called  them  out,  you  will  be  pleased  to  return  to  Philadelphia.  Indeed,  I 
thought  to  have  prevented  your  advance  so  far,  having  requested  Colonel  Moylan, 
who  was  going  that  way,  after  the  enemy  retreated,  to  countermand  the  order  for 
bringing  you  to  camp.  I  am  etc." 

97 Mrs.  Esther  Reed's  letter  to  Washington  is  dated  July  4:  "The  Subscription  set  on 
foot  by  the  Ladies  of  this  City  for  the  use  of  the  Soldiery  is  so  far  compleated  as  to 
induce  me  to  transmit  to  your  Excelly.  an  account  of  the  Money  I  have  received,  and 
which,  altho  it  has  answered  our  Expectations,  it  does  not  equal  our  Wishes  but  I  am 
perswaded  will  be  received  as  a  proof  of  our  Zeal  for  the  great  Cause  of  America,  and 
of  our  Esteem  and  Gratitude  for  those  who  so  bravely  defend  it.  The  amount  of  the 
Subscription  is  200,580  Dollrs  and  £  625.  6.  8.  in  Specie  which  makes  in  the  whole 
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I  shall,  agreeable  to  your  Excellency's  request,  send  down  a 
few  Officers  to  take  charge  of,  and  bring  forward  the  Drafts. 
As  to  the  business  of  recruiting  by  voluntary  inlistments,  you 
may  be  assured  that  its  operation,  if  attended  with  any  toler- 
able success  in  the  end,  will  be  too  slow  to  answer  our  present 
purposes.  I  would  therefore  most  earnestly  recommend  to 
you,  to  place  no  dependance  upon  any  such  measure,  but,  by 
an  immediate  augmentation  of  Drafts,  supply  the  Men  re- 
quired from  Pennsylvania  by  the  Committee  of  Congress. 
They  make  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  force  estimated  as 
necessary  to  give  a  probability  of  certainty  to  our  expected 
operations,  that  they  cannot  be  dispensed  with. 

Be  kind  enough  to  deliver  [or  forward]  the  inclosed  to  Mrs. 
Washington.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  Your  Excellency  and 
to  Mrs.  Reed  for  your  polite  attention  to  her.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.98 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Pequanic,  June  26, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  highly  necessary  that  an  estimate  should  be 

formed  of  the  quantity  of  Ordnance  Stores  necessary  for  the 

expected  cooperation  in  its  fullest  extent,  that  by  comparing  it 

with  the  General  Return  of  those  on  hand,  we  may  be  able  to 

in  Paper  Money  300,634  Dolrs.  The  Ladies  are  anxious  for  the  Soldiers  to  receive  the 
benefit  of  it  and  wait  your  Directions  how  it  can  best  be  disposed  of.  We  expect  con- 
siderable additions  from  the  Country;  and  I  have  also  wrote  to  the  other  States  in 
hopes  that  the  Ladies  there  will  adopt  a  Similar  plan  to  render  it  more  General  and 
Beneficial."  Mrs.  Reed's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

The  example  was  followed  by  ladies  in  New  Jersey.  Miss  Mary  Dagworthy  wrote 
from  Trenton  (July  17) :  "By  order  of  Mrs.  Dickinson  and  the  other  Ladies  of  the  Com- 
mittee, I  have  transmitted  to  your  Excellency  by  Colonel  Thompson  Fifteen  Thousand 
four  hundred  and  eighty  eight  Dollars,  being  the  Subscriptions  receiv'd  at  this  place, 
to  be  disposed  of  in  such  manner  as  your  Excellency  thinks  proper,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Continental  Soldiers.  As  the  other  subscriptions  come  in,  they  will  be  forwarded 
without  delay."  Miss  Dagworthy's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

98  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the  writing  of 
Washington. 
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ascertain  the  deficiency,  which.  I  very  much  fear  [(notwith- 
standing the  pressing  call  upon  the  Board  of  War  and  Ord- 
nance last  fall,  when  Ct.  D'Estaing  was  expected  for  an  ample 
supply  of  every  thing  in  this  way)]  will  be  considerable.  I 
know  not  whether  you  may  have  such  of  your  papers  with  you 
as  will  enable  you  to  form  such  an  Estimate  with  accuracy,  but 
I  would  wish  you  to  make  out  the  best  that  circumstances  will 
admit,  and  furnish  the  Committee  at  Morris  Town  with  one 
Copy  and  me  with  another.  Some  of  the  States  may  perhaps 
have  considerable  quantities  of  private  stores,  and  therefore 
the  sooner  we  can  come  to  a  knowledge  of  our  wants  the  bet- 
ter, as  we  shall  have  the  more  time  to  make  application  to  the 
States  for  what  they  can  spare,  and  to  draw  them  towards 
the  probable  place  of  operation.  I  am  &c." 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  Monday,  June  26, 1780. 
Parole  Sardinia.    Countersigns  U.,  A. 
Watchword  Bayonet. 

Colonel  Butler. 
Of  the  Day  Tomorrows  Lieutenant  Colonel  Olney. 
Brigade  Major  Alexander. 
The  Commander  in  Chief  requests  General  Greene  and  all 
the  officers  and  men  under  his  Command  to  accept  his  Warm- 
est thanks  for  the  good  Conduct  and  Gallantry  displayed  in 
opposing  the  Enemy  in  their  advance  to  Springfield  the  23d. 
Instant. 

The  Regiment  of  Colonel  Angell  from  its  situation  had  an 
opportunity  of  more  particularly  distinguishing  itself  and  is 
entitled  to  particular  notice. 

9  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 
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The  General  has  observed  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that 
the  Behavior  of  the  Troops  upon  every  late  occasion  has  exhib- 
ited signal  proof  how  much  may  be  expected  from  their  Valor 
improved  as  it  now  is  by  discipline  and  affords  the  highest 
presage  of  Success  in  our  future  operations. 

Major  General  Lord  Stirling  'till  further  Orders  will  take 
the  Command  of  Hand's  and  Stark's  brigades. 

All  the  General  Officers  in  Camp  will  meet  tomorrow  morn- 
ing nine  o'clock  at  Lord  Stirling's  Quarters  to  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  the  dispute  of  rank  between  Colonels  Livingston 
and  Hazen. 

To  COLONEL  JEAN  BAPTISTE  GOUVION 

Paquannick,1  June  26, 1780. 
Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  West  Point  and  take  the  orders  of 
Major  General  Howe.  If  the  movements  of  the  enemy  up  the 
River  should  not  engage  your  attention  otherwise,  you  will  as 
far  as  circumstances  permit  employ  yourself  in  providing 
fascines  and  gabions  and  any  other  necessary  articles  at  con- 
venient places.  I  am  etc.2 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  WILLIAM  MAXWELL 

Paquannick,  June  26, 1780, 
60Clock,A.M. 
Dr.  Sir:  From  some  information  I  have  received  this  morn- 
ing, I  think  it  necessary  that  Your  Brigade  should  advance, 

1Pequannock,  on  the  eastern  edge  o£  Morris  County,  about  15  miles  northeast  of 
Morristown.  Richard  Kidder  Meade's  expense  account,  filed  under  June  15,  1780,  in 
the  Washington  Papers,  notes  an  item  of  40  dollars  paid  to  Mrs.  Doremus  "at  Pequa- 
nac"  on  June  25,  which  Washington  seems  to  have  reached  the  night  of  June  24  or 
very  early  in  the  morning  of  June  25. 

2The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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which  I  directed  to  halt  by  a  Line  last  night.3  You  will  there 
fore  march  on  with  it  till  you  join  the  Army,  unless  You  should 
receive  orders  to  the  contrary.  I  am  etc.4 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  Tuesday,  June  27, 1780. 
Parole  Maryland.    Countersigns  Perth,  Po. 
Watchword  Cannon. 

Colonel  W.  Stewart 
For  this  Day  <  Major  C.  Stewart 

Brigade  Major  Van  Laer 
The  Guards  to  be  Paraded  at  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Board  of  General  Officers  appointed  to  settle  rank  be- 
tween Colonels  Hazen  and  Livingston  having  reported  on  the 
admission  of  the  Parties  that  the  Commission  of  Colonel  Hazen 
was  dated  the  22d.  day  of  January  1776  and  that  Colonel  Liv- 
ingston produced  one  dated  the  20th.  of  November  1775  and 
a  Written  Warrant  and  Instructions  from  Brigadier  General 
Montgomery  of  the  same  date  for  raising  a  regiment;  That 
Congress  by  a  subsequent  Resolution  on  the  8th.  of  January 
following  approved  the  appointment  of  Colonel  Livingston 
by  General  Montgomery;  That  by  another  Resolution  of  the 
15  of  August  in  the  same  year  they  ordered  a  Colonel's  Com- 
mission to  be  given  to  him  "  He  having  been  appointed  a  Col- 
onel of  a  Regiment  by  General  Montgomery  "  and  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Board  Colonel  Livingston  ought  to  have  rank 
as  Colonel  from  the  20th.  of  November  1775  agreeable  to  the 
appointment  of  General  Montgomery. 

8  Not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

4  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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The  Commander  in  Chief  confirms  the  opinion  of  the  board 
and  Colonel  Livingston  is  to  take  rank  of  Colonel  Hazen. 

The  same  Board  having  taken  into  Consideration  at  the 
request  of  the  Parties  the  rank  of  their  regiments  have  reported 
the  same  to  be  in  favor  of  Colonel  Hazen's  which  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  likewise  approves  and  the  regiments  are  to 
rank  accordingly. 

(Colonel  Craige 
Major  Reid 
Brigade  Major  Church 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COOPERATION 

Ramapough,5  June  27,  1780. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  You  a  Letter  of 
the  226.  Instant  which  I  received  last  night  from  the  Assembly 
of  Maryland,  in  consequence  of  the  requisitions  which  have 
been  made  them  with  respect  to  Men,  and  my  Answer  to  it, 
which  I  have  left  open  for  your  perusal  and  consideration,  and 
the  propriety  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  ultimately  to  deter- 
mine by  a  Letter  from  yourselves.  The  proposition  the  Assem- 
bly has  made  for  raising  an  extra  Battallion  in  lieu  of  the 
Militia  required,  appears  to  me  eligible  under  the  circum- 
stances they  have  mentioned  and  the  footing  on  which  I  have 
placed  it;  and  it  will  be  fortunate  for  us,  if  they  should  be 
able  to  accomplish  their  views  in  general  in  a  reasonable  time, 
of  adding  so  respectable  and  permanent  a  force  to  the  Army 


6 The  Ramapo  of  the  Revolution,  in  Bergen  County,  N.  J.,  was  about  7  miles  below 
the  present  village  of  Ramapo.  Washington's  quarters  were  in  the  "Hopper  House." 
Richard  Kidder  Meade's  expense  account,  filed  under  June  15,  1780,  in  the  Washing- 
ton Papers,  notes  an  item  of  200  dollars  paid  to  Mr.  Hopper  at  Ramapaugh  on  July  1, 
1780. 
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as  the  one  they  propose.  From  their  past  exertions  upon  every 
occasion,  I  am  persuaded  they  will  use  every  practicable  means 
in  their  power  to  effect  it.  If  the  Committee  view  the  proposi- 
tion in  the  light  I  do,  they  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Assem- 
bly by  the  Return  of  the  Express,  of  their  approbation  of  the 
measure.  I  am  also  to  request  that  they  will  be  so  obliging,  after 
reading  my  Letter,  as  to  seal  and  forward  it. 

The  designs  of  the  Enemy  remain  still  to  be  develloped. 
By  accounts  received  last  night  from  an  Officer  stationed  at 
Sloot's  opposite  Tarry  Town,  Fifty  five  sail  of  Vessels  of  differ- 
ent sizes,  lay  at  Anchor  off  Phillips's.  The  day  before  a  body 
of  Troops,  said  to  be  between  Seven  and  Eight  Hundred,  de- 
barked from  them  on  the  East  side  of  the  River.  This  is  my 
latest  and  most  direct  intelligence.  I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  27, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  Before  this  the  Connecticut  division  will  probably 
have  joined  you.  The  rest  of  the  army  arrived  here  yesterday. 
The  delay  which  has  occurred  makes  it  probable  the  enemy 
either  had  not  or  have  relinquished  the  project  of  attacking 
West  Point,  and  only  intend  to  retard  our  preparations  by 
menacing  us  at  different  points  and  obliging  us  to  call  out  the 
militia.  I  believe  what  they  have  done  hitherto  will  rather  be 
of  service  than  disservice  to  us,  as  it  seems  to  have  given  a  stim- 
ulous  to  the  states:  But  this  would  not  be  the  case  if  we  should 
continue  to  keep  in  the  field  a  considerable  body  of  militia 
which  besides  interfering  with  the  drafts  for  the  Continental 
Batalions,  will  injure  the  operations  of  Agriculture.  The  re- 
moval of  our  stores  in  the  Jerseys  to  remoter  deposits  and  the 
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present  disposition  of  our  Continental  force  seem  to  supersede 
the  necessity  of  the  services  of  the  Militia  and  to  give  us  tol- 
erable security  without  them.  I  have  therefore  written  to  send 
back  the  Militia  marching  from  Massachusetts  and  Connecti- 
cut; the  letters  for  this  purpose  are  inclosed;  you  will  be  pleased 
to  forward  them  without  delay. 

With  the  augmentation  of  the  Connecticut  line,  I  take  it  for 
granted  your  garrison  will  amount  in  Continental  troops  to 
the  number  mentioned  in  a  former  letter.  You  will  therefore 
dismiss  all  the  militia  which  may  be  in  the  garrison.  If  your 
number  should  not  be  complete  without  them  you  can  detain 
one  of  the  Connecticut  state  regiments. 

You  will  be  pleased  immediately  to  send  me  an  exact  field 
return  on  the  honor  of  the  officers  commanding  brigades  of 
the  number  of  Continental  troops  under  your  command,  fit 
for  action;  of  the  serviceable  military  stores  of  every  kind,  and 
of  your  provisions  specifying  the  quantity  at  each  work,  that 
I  may  form  a  judgment  with  certainty  upon  your  situation. 
These  returns  may  be  sent  successively  as  they  may  be  com- 
pleted. I  am  etc.6 

To  BARON  DE  KALB 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  27,  1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  6th.  of 
June  inclosing  one  of  the  same  date  to  the  honorable  the  Board 
of  war. 

The  Assembly  of  Maryland  proposing  to  raise  1469  men  to 
fill  up  their  seven  Regiments  to  their  compliment  it  is  neces- 
sary that  a  certain  number  of  officers  be  drawn  from  their 
troops  under  your  command  to  assist  in  this  purpose.  I  have 

6The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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therefore  to  request  that  as  many  field  officers  and  others  as 
can  be  spared  without  material  injury  to  the  service,  or  as  may 
be  in  some  measure  adequate  to  the  forming  of  these  recruits, 
and  disciplining  them  under  two  corps  or  divisions,  may  be 
immediately  dispatched  to  Annapolis  where  they  will  apply 
for  further  instructions  to  the  executive  of  the  State. 

The  public  prints  will  anticipate  any  news  I  could  send  of 
the  late  incursions  of  the  enemy  into  Jersey  I  beg  therefore  to 
refer  you  to  my  official  letters  to  Congress  on  this  subject.  The 
enemy  still  continue  to  make  demonstrations,  without  seem- 
ing to  have  in  view  any  determinate  object  but  that  of  em- 
barrassing our  measures.  I  am  etc.7  [n.  y.h.s.] 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  FELLOWS 

Ramapough,  June  27,  1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  You  are  marching  with 
a  Brigade  of  Militia  to  the  succour  of  West  Point,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  requisition  from  the  honourable  Mesrs  Adams 
and  Gerry.  That  post  for  some  time  seemed  from  a  variety 
of  intelligence,  to  be  the  Object  against  which  the  Enemy 
meant  to  direct  their  operations,  and  in  this  view  and  from  the 
importance  of  keeping  it  secure,  and  the  divided  state  in  which 
we  were  compelled  to  hold  our  Continental  force,  those  Gentn 
thought  it  material  I  presume,  to  make  the  requisition;  but 
the  Enemy  having  left  the  Jerseys  and  circumstances  in  conse- 
quence admitting  our  Troops  to  be  more  collected,  such  ar- 
rangements have  taken  place  for  its  defence,  as  to  render  I 
trust,  the  aid  you  were  bringing  unnecessary  at  least  for  the 
present  however  material  it  might  have  been  considered  be- 
fore. You  will  therefore,  if  you  have  begun  your  march,  be 

7  In  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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pleased  to  return  with  the  Militia  and  if  you  have  not  and 
they  are  not  assembled  You  will  prevent  it.  At  the  same  time 
I  am  confident  that  you  and  the  Militia  will  upon  application 
give  us  succour  with  the  greatest  cheerfulness,  and  I  would 
recommend  that  they  should  hold  themselves  in  the  best  state 
of  readiness  circumstances  will  permit,  that  they  may  be  the 
better  able  to  do  it,  if  at  any  time  it  should  be  found  requisite. 
I  am  &c.8 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  27,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  favr.  of  this  date.  Since  I 
wrote  to  you  last  I  have  been  informed  that  there  are  not 
more  than  three  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  at  present  at  Ring- 
wood.  You  need  therefore  only  send  teams  for  that  quantity, 
the  remainder  may  be  employed  upon  the  Sussex  Route. 

I  shall  give  directions  to  have  the  Road  from  Ringwood  to 
New  Windsor  surveyed  and  repaired.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Be  pleased  to  forward  the  letter  herewith  for  Govr. 
Clinton  immediately  by  an  Express,  it  being  of  great  im- 
portance.9 

To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Ramapaugh,  June  27, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  You  may  remain  in  your  present  position  'till  fur- 
ther orders.  In  the  meanwhile  and  without  delay  I  request 
you  to  reconnoitre  the  country  well  about  Totawa10  and 
between  that  and  Pompton  by  the  routs  of  Col.  Deys11  and 

8  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

9  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

10 Totawa,  N.  J.,  in  the  southern  part  of  Passaic  County. 

"Col.  Theunis  Dey,  of  the  New  Jersey  Militia.    His  house  is  now  in  the  city  of 
Paterson,  N.  J. 
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Precenis;12  and  report  to  me  the  kind  of  roads,  passes,  and 
quantity  of  green  forage,  with  other  circumstances  that  come 
under  a  military  view.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  There  is  a  mountain  in  front  of  Precenis  which  by  my 
maps  appear  to  extend  from  the  great  falls  to  Pompton.  What 
passes  are  there  over  it  ?  and  how  would  a  right  flank  at  or  near 
the  great  falls  be  secured  ? 13 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  27, 1780. 
Dear  Sir :  By  a  letter  from  Your  Excellency  to  Major  General 
Howe,  which  he  communicated  to  me,  it  appeared,  that  you 
were  ordering  a  body  of  two  thousand  Militia  to  his  assistance. 
This  measure  at  the  time  was  a  very  eligible  one;  but  as,  by  the 
removal  of  our  stores  most  exposed,  we  have  had  it  in  our 
power  to  detach  a  reinforcement  of  Continental  Troops  to 
West  Point,  and  to  remove  the  rest  of  the  Army  to  this  place, 
I  consider  that  important  Post  as  now  in  a  state  of  sufficient  se- 
curity to  enable  us  to  dispense  with  the  immediate  services  of 
the  Militia.  The  calling  them  forth  will  be  peculiarly  incon- 
venient at  this  time;  both  because  it  will  impede  our  prepara- 
tions and  injure  agriculture.  The  completing  the  Continental 
Battalions,  by  an  instant  draft,  [to  their  full  establishmt.] 14  is 
the  pivot  on  which  the  intended  co-operation  absolutely  turns. 
Without  this  We  can  undertake  nothing  offensive ;  for  which 
reason  I  am  willing  to  submit  to  all  the  embarrassments  aris- 
ing from  the  present  weakness  of  the  Army,  rather  than  retard 
that  essential  measure  by  employing  the  Militia.  I  therefore 

"Preakness,  N.  J. 

13The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

14 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington.  The  abbreviation  was  not  followed  by  Meade  in  the  letter 
sent. 
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advise  that  the  body  of  Militia  (now  probably  on  the  march) 
may  return  home  and  only  be  held  in  readiness.  The  Enemy 
continue  to  menace  us. 

I  can  omit  no  occasion  of  repeating  my  earnest  entreaties  to 
Your  Excellency  to  use  all  your  influence  to  forward  the  meas- 
ures recommended  by  the  Committee  of  cooperation.  I  assure 
you  with  the  greatest  sincerity,  and  truth,  that  nothing  short 
of  them  will  answer  our  purpose  and  that  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded, from  a  general  view  of  European  and  American  af- 
fairs, the  fate  of  our  cause  depends  on  the  exertions  of  this 
campaign.  The  sparing  system  has  been  too  long  tried,  till  it 
has  brought  us  to  a  crisis  little  less  than  desperate,  and  if  the 
opportunity  now  before  us  be  neglected,  I  believe  it  will  be  too 
late  to  retrieve  our  affairs.  [These  are  ideas,  that  I  may  safely 
trust  to  your  judgment,  though  I  know  they  would  be  slighted 
by  those  indolent  and  narrow  politicians,  who,  except  at  the 
moment  of  some  signal  misfortune,  are  continually  crying,  all 
is  well;  and  who  to  save  a  little  present  expence  and  avoid  some 
temporary  inconvenience  (with  no  ill  designs  in  the  main), 
would  protract  the  War  and  risk  the  purdition  of  our  liber- 
ties.] iB  As  I  always  speak  to  Your  Excellency  in  the  confidence 
of  friendship  I  shall  not  scruple  to  confess  that  the  prevailing 
politics,  for  a  considerable  time  past,  have  filled  me  with  inex- 
pressible anxiety  and  apprehension,  and  have  uniformly  ap- 
peared to  me  to  threaten  the  subversion  of  our  independence. 
I  hope  a  period  to  them  is  now  arrived  and  that  a  change  of 
measures  will  save  us  from  ruin. 

I  beg  Your  Excellency  to  accept  my  warmest  acknowledge- 
ments for  your  exertions  in  support  of  West  Point. 

With  perfect  respect  etc.16 

15  This  bracketed  portion  was  omitted  from  Washington's  letter  to  Gov.  George 
Clinton,  June  27,  1780,  q.  v. 

18  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library.  Sparks  prints  this  as  two  separate  letters  of  June  27. 
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To  JAMES  WILKINSON 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  June  27, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favr.  of  the  24th.  If  I  remember  right 
most  or  all  of  the  Cloathing  coming  from  Philad.  is  of  the 
kind  which  the  Army  will  immediately  want,  it  may  there- 
fore come  on  in  the  first  instance  to  Morristown  and  from 
thence  according  to  Circumstances.  It  will  be  well  to  order 
about  one  thousand  pairs  of  shoes  immediately  to  the  Army, 
as  I  observe  many  of  the  Men  are  in  want. 

Be  pleased  to  let  me  know  what  prospects  you  have  of  get- 
ting the  linen  Cloathing  from  Springfield  brought  forward. 
Iam&c.17 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  27, 1780. 

D.  Sir:  In  the  absence  of  the  Committee  agreeable  to  the  di- 
rection of  your  Excellencys  letter  I  opened  it  and  perused  the 
contents.  The  measures  taken  by  the  Legislature  are  vigorous 
and  correspondent  to  that  spirit  which  has  uniformly  actuated 
them.  In  the  execution  I  am  persuaded  whatever  depends  on 
you  will  be  done.  I  regret  that  there  seems  to  have  been  a  mis- 
take in  a  very  essential  article ;  the  men  for  completing  the  batal- 
ions.  I  know  not  what  may  have  been  the  intention  of  the 
Committee;  but  mine  was  to  have  the  batalions  filled  to  their 
establishment  in  the  field,  independent  of  the  levies  for  fron- 
tier service,  and  my  calculations  of  the  force  requested  for  the 
intended  cooperation  have  turned  upon  this  principle;  any 
thing  short  of  it  will  be  a  serious  and  injurious  disappointment. 

As  I  am  not  near  enough  The  Committee  to  take  their  sense 
and  as  the  point  is  of  too  much  importance  to  admit  delay, 

17  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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I  have  thought  proper  instantly  to  return  your  express  with  an 
explanation  of  my  views:  If  they  arrive  before  the  Legislature 
rises,  I  entreat  your  Excellency  to  lay  my  letter  before  them 
and  obtain  their  determination.  There  is  a  certain  proportion 
of  regular  continental  force  which  is  essential  to  our  success, 
and  the  full  complement  of  our  Continental  batalions  is  the 
least  that  gives  a  tolerable  prospect  of  success.  By  having  these 
we  may  possibly  lessen  the  number  of  Militia,  but  without 
these  no  additional  number  of  Militia  will  compensate  for  the 
deficiency.  Your  Excellency's  knowledge  of  Service  will  make 
this  reasoning  clear  to  you,  and  supersedes  the  necessity  of  any 
arguments  to  enforce  it.  I  have  the  honor  etc.18 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  June  27,  1780. 

My  Dear  Sir:  I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  17th.  and  am 
much  obliged  to  you  for  the  succour  so  readily  afforded  to 
West  Point.  The  reinforcement  of  Continental  troops  sent 
there  and  the  present  disposition  of  the  army  make  it  inexpedi- 
ent at  this  time  to  keep  the  militia  in  the  field  and  I  have  there- 
fore directed  General  Howe  to  dismiss  them.  The  continuing 
them  in  service  at  this  time  would  be  peculiarly  inconvenient, 
both  because  it  would  impede  our  preparations  and  would  be 
injurious  to  agriculture.  In  particular  it  would  interfere  with 
the  measure  of  drafting  to  complete  .  .  . 

When  I  make  these  observations,  justice  demands  that  I 
should  acknowledge  to  the  honor  of  your  state  that  the  per- 
niceous  system  I  have  complained  of  has  not  influenced  your 
councils  but  that  New  York  is  among  the  few  that  has  felt  the 
necessity  of  energy  and  considering  its  situation  has  done  every 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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thing  that  could  be  expected  from  it.  I  doubt  not  a  persever- 
ance in  the  same  plan;  and  that  Your  Excellencys  influence 
will  be  as  it  has  been  successfully  employed  to  promote  it. 
With  every  sentiment  of  respect  etc.19 


To  DANIEL  OF  ST.  THOMAS  JENIFER  AND 
JOSIAH  BEALL20 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  June  27, 1780. 

Gentlemen :  I  was  last  Evening  honored  with  yours  of  the 
22d  Inst,  containing  propositions  of  both  Houses  for  substitut- 
ing a  compleat  additional  Battalion  inlisted  for  the  War,  in 
lieu  of  the  aid  of  Militia  required  by  the  Committee  of  Coop- 
eration in  conjunction  with  me.  The  reasons  urged  by  you,  in 
support  of  this  alteration,  are  weighty,  and  such  as,  all  cir- 
cumstances considered,  I  think  are  sufficient  to  induce  an  ac- 
ceptance of  your  offer,  provided  you  can  be  upon  a  certainty  of 
filling  and  marching  the  Battalion  to  the  place  of  rendezvous 
by  or  near  the  time  fixed  upon  for  the  junction  of  the  Militia, 
or  at  furthest  by  the  last  of  July.  But  this  you  will  be  pleased 
to  observe  is  only  my  opinion  upon  the  subject.  As  the  Com- 
mittee of  Cooperation  are  yet  at  Morris  Town,  some  distance 
from  hence,  I  have  taken  the  liberty,  to  save  time,  of  putting 
this  letter  under  a  flying  seal  to  them,  and  have  desired  them, 
if  they  coincide  with  me,  to  forward  it  to  you,  with  their  appro- 
bation of  the  measure. 

It  cannot  yet  be  determined  whether  the  whole  or  any  of 
the  Levies  to  compleat  your  Continental  Battalions  will  be 


19The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  omitted  portion  is  almost 
identical,  with  the  exception  of  the  bracketed  portion  noted  therein,  with  that  in 
Washington's  letter  to  Governor  Trumbull,  June  27,  1780,  q.  v. 

^President  of  die  Maryland  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  Maryland  House  of  Dele- 
gates, respectively. 
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wanted  to  the  Southward;  perhaps  circumstances  may  require 
that  part  of  them  should  be  sent  to  that  quarter,  and  part  come 
to  this.  It  would  be  therefore  most  convenient  to  form  them 
into  two  Corps  for  the  present,  under  the  care  of  such  num- 
ber of  Officers  as  Major  General  Baron  de  Kalb  will  be  able  to 
spare  from  the  Line.  The  number  I  am  confident  will  be  but 
few,  as  the  Regiments  were  most  of  them  very  deficient  of 
Subalterns  when  they  marched  from  this  Army.  Inclosed  you 
will  find  a  letter  to  the  Baron  upon  the  subject. 

I  cannot  help  impressing  upon  you,  Gentlemen,  the  indes- 
pensible  necessity  of  filling  and  forwarding  the  additional  Bat- 
talion in  the  time  I  have  before  mentioned,  or  of  having  the 
whole,  or  the  greater  part  of  the  Militia  required,  ready  for 
service,  in  case  you  see  no  probability  of  compleating  the  Bat- 
talion. As  twenty  five  hundred  Militia  from  your  State  were, 
by  our  Estimates,  deemed  essential  to  the  cooperation,  you 
will  easily  perceive  that  so  great  a  diminution  of  force,  altho' 
the  composition  will  be  better,  must  be  attended  with  many 
inconveniences.  The  compleating  your  Continental  Battalions 
is  a  matter  of  equal  importance. 

Give  me  leave,  Gentlemen,  to  present,  through  you,  my 
warmest  acknowledgments  to  both  your  Houses  for  their 
ready  attention  to  and  compliance  with  the  several  requisi- 
tions, more  especially  of  provisions,  which  I  have  lately  been 
under  the  necessity  of  making  from  them :  And  from  the  tenor 
of  the  letter  which  I  have  now  the  honor  of  answering,  I  am 
confident  that  no  means  will  be  left  untried  to  furnish  the 
Men  in  question,  either  upon  a  permanent  establishment,  or  if 
that  cannot  be  done  in  a  reasonable  time,  for  a  temporary  serv- 
ice. I  have  the  Honor  etc.21  [md.h.s.] 


21In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  SAMUEL  MEREDITH  AND  THOMAS  BARCLAY22 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  June  27, 1780. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  24th. 
The  spirit  and  exertions  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia  while 
they  relieve  us  from  the  most  pressing  embarrassments  cannot 
fail  to  produce  a  happy  effect  on  our  affairs  in  general.  They 
claim  and  deserve  the  thanks  of  their  country. 

With  respect  to  the  supplies  which  you  have  been  appointed 
by  them  to  forward,  at  this  juncture,  or  while  the  Jersey  is  free 
from  the  operations  of  the  enemy  they  may  be  ordered  by  the 
common  route  to  New-Windsor.  As  this  route  however  is 
subject  to  interruption  you  will  be  pleased  from  time  to  time 
to  consult  with  Mr.  Furman  Q  M.  who  will  be  informed  on 
this  head.  He  will  also  point  out  to  you  the  stages  for  the 
teams.  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  there  be  no 
accumulation  of  the  supplies  made  at  Trenton  or  any  inter- 
mediate place  between  that  and  the  North  river.  It  would  be 
establishing  an  object  for  the  enemy,  which  will  be  prevented 
by  your  having  them  transported  from  Philada.  in  such  quan- 
tities as  shall  be  proportioned  to  the  means  which  can  be 
provided  for  forwarding  them  to  N:  Windsor.  I  am  etc.23 

To  COLONEL  GOOSE  VAN  SCHAICK 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  28, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  just  been  informed  by  General  Schuyler  of  his 
having  received  advice  from  Mr  Douw24  that  the  Oneida 

22Meredith  and  Barclay  were  then  at  Trenton,  N.  J.,  charged  with  forwarding 
3,000,000  rations  and  300  hogsheads  of  rum  to  the  Army  which  the  citizens  of  Phila- 
delphia had  provided. 

23The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 

24Volkert  Pieterse  Douw.  He  was  commissioner  of  Indian  affairs  of  the  Northern 
Department. 
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Indians  are  under  apprehensions  of  being  obliged  to  send  their 
Women  and  Children  down  the  Country,  to  secure  them  from 
the  Indians  in  the  interest  of  the  enemy,  who  threaten  to  de- 
stroy them  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  us.  Should  this 
be  the  case,  good  policy  as  well  as  humanity  point  out  the 
expediency  of  supporting  them  while  the  Men  are  in  Arms 
with  us.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  from  time  to  time  to 
direct  provisions  to  be  issued  for  this  purpose  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs.  I  am  &c.25 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  Wednesday,  June  28, 1780. 
Parole  Monmouth.    Countersigns  Fight,  Fame. 
Watchword  Success. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant 

Hubley. 
Major  James  Moore 
Brigade  Major  Bradford 
The  Picquet  on  the  right  to  be  increased  with  the  Addition 
of  a  Captain,  Sub,  Serjeant,  Corporal  and  twenty-nine  privates. 
A  Sub,  Two  Serjeants,  two  Corporals  and  twenty  five  men 
to  be  Posted  at  the  Mill  on  the  left. 
A  jill  of  Rum  pr  man  to  be  issued  to  the  troops  this  evening. 
The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Meigs  is  Presi- 
dent is  dissolved. 

To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  28, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  have  received  Your  Letter  of  this  afternoon.  I  have 
had  it  for  some  days  in  contemplation  to  have  the  attempt 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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made  to  which  you  allude;  but  from  the  information  I  had 
received  with  respect  to  the  Enemy's  situation  and  post,  I  did 
not  imagine  that  it  could  be  made;  nor  do  I  now,  in  the  way 
you  seem  to  think  it  may.  I  wish  You  to  inform  me  more 
particularly  than  You  have,  of  their  force  according  to  the 
intelligence  you  may  have  obtained  and  of  the  nature  of  their 
work;  and  that  You  will  if  circumstances  admit,  gain  a  more 
perfect  knowledge  of  them  than  You  now  possess  and  com- 
municate it  to  me.  I  am  etc.26 

To  PRESIDENT  JEREMIAH  POWELL27 

Camp  at  Ramapough,28  June  28, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  Your  Two  Favors  of  the 
5th  and  10th  Instant.  With  respect  to  the  subject  of  the  first, 
there  is  nothing  which  I  more  earnestly  wish  than  to  give  pro- 
tection to  every  part  of  the  States,  and  to  secure  them  against 
the  incursions  and  depredations  of  the  Enemy;  but  unhap- 
pily the  means  in  my  power  are  totally  inadequate.  Our  force, 
from  the  fatal  system  of  short  inlistments,  is  so  reduced  that  it 
will  not  admit  of  the  least  possible  further  diminution  by  mak- 
ing detachments,  and  it  is  already  so  small  that  we  can  scarcely 
keep  a  face  towards  the  Enemy.  Owing  to  its  weak  and  feeble 
condition,  the  States  are  daily  insulted,  and  unless  it  is  made 
and  continued  infinitely  more  respectable  than  it  now  is,  they 
must  be  insulted,  the  War  prolonged,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
I  shall  hazard  any  thing,  if  I  say,  end  finally  in  their  ruin. 
From  this  state  of  matters  and  the  representations  the  Council 
have  received  with  respect  to  our  force  &ca  within  a  short  time 
past,  they  will  readily  determine  that  it  is  impossible  the  Coos 

26The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
27Of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts. 

28Meade's  account  filed  June  15,  1780,  in  the  Washington  Papers,  notes  an  item  of 
452  dollars  paid  Mr.  Isaac  Vanderbeck,  at  Totaway  Bridge  on  June  28. 
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Country  should  derive  any  aid  from  this  Army,  though  an 
occasion  even  should  occur,  in  which  some  succour  might  be 
necessary.  I  would  take  the  liberty  to  observe  that  Congress  by 
an  Act,  of  which  the  Council  could  not  have  had  notice  when 
they  wrote,  have  authorized  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  to 
raise  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Men  for  their  Frontiers  which 
I  hope  with  the  common  force  of  the  Country,  will  answer  or 
at  least  in  a  very  great  measure,  the  purposes  the  Council  had 
in  view. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  to  find,  that  the  Continental  Officers  in 
the  Staff  line  give  the  Council  so  much  trouble,  and  I  am  the 
more  so,  as  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  afford  them  the  relief  they 
request.  The  service  will  not  admit  a  General  Officer  to  be  sta- 
tioned in  the  state,  and  if  it  were  otherwise  I  could  not  fix  one 
there  with  propriety,  unless  there  were  other  Objects  for  his 
command  than  those  you  have  mentioned.  Previous  to  the 
honor  of  receiving  your  Letter,  I  had  received  one  from  Justin 
Ely  Esquire,  informing  me  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  on  the  requisition  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  Springfield  was  appointed  as  the  place  of 
Rendezvous  for  the  recruits  they  intended  for  their  Battal- 
lions;  and  I  had  in  consequence  given  directions  for  General 
Glover  and  a  number  of  Other  Officers  to  proceed  thither,  in 
order  to  receive  and  forward  them  to  the  Army  without  the 
least  possible  delay.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.29 

*To  ROBERT  R.  LIVINGSTON 

Ramapaugh,  June  29,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  favor  of  the 
22d.  from  Trenton,30  and  thank  you  for  the  aid  you  have  been 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
*°In  his  hurry  Washington  wrote  "Tenton." 
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pleased  to  afford  in  getting  the  Provisions  and  Stores  removed 
from  that  place;  happily  for  us,  the  transportation  is  in  a  better 
train,  and  in  greater  forwardness  than  I  had  reason  a  few  days 
ago  to  expect  it  wd.  be,  at  this  time.  I  am  under  no  apprehen- 
sion now  of  danger  to  the  Post  at  West  point  on  the  score 
either  of  Provisions,  strength  of  the  Works,  or  Garrison.  I  am 
sorry  however  to  find  there  are  apprehensions  on  acct.  of  the 
Commandant,  and  that  my  knowledge  of  him  does  not  enable 
me  to  form  any  decisive  judgment  of  his  fitness  to  command 
but  as  Genl.  McDougall  and  Baron  Steuben  (Men  of  approv'd 
bravery)  are  both  with  him  and  the  Main  Army  is  in  support- 
ing distance  I  confess  I  have  no  fear  on  the  ground  of  what 
I  presume  is  suspected,  to  remove  him  therefore  under  these 
circumstances  and  at  this  period  must  be  too  severe  a  wound 
to  the  feelings  of  any  Officer  to  be  given  but  in  cases  of  real 
necessity.  When  a  general  arrangement  is  gone  into  and  a  dis- 
position made  for  the  Campaign.  I  can  with  propriety,  and 

certainly  shall,  bring  G.  H S1  into  the  line  of  the  Army 

and  place  the  Gentn.  you  have  named  at  that  post  if  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Campaign  are  such  as  to  render  it  expedient  to 
leave  an  Officer  of  his  rank  in  that  Command.32  If  the  States 
mean  to  put  the  Army  in  a  condition  to  adopt  any  offensive 
plan  the  period  cannot  be  far  off  when  this  measure  must  take 
place. 

Your  Sentiments  my  dear  Sir  upon  this  occasion  required 
no  apology  the  opinion  and  advice  of  my  friends  I  receive  at  all 

31Maj.  Gen.  Robert  Howe. 

32Maj.  Gen.  Benedict  Arnold.  Livingston  has  written:  "I  might  presume  so  far,  I 
shd.  beg  leave  to  submit  it  to  yr.  Excellency  whether  this  post  might  not  be  most 
safely  confided  to  Genl.  Arnold,  whose  courage  is  undoubted;  who  is  the  favourite  of 
our  militia,  and  who  will  agree  perfectly  with  our  Govr.  Your  Excellency  will  not 
consider  this  as  designed  to  convey  the  most  distant  reflection  on  Genl.  Howe,  of 
whom  I  know  nothing  but  by  report  which  may  very  possibly  be  ill  grounded."  Liv- 
ingston's letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

Arnold  also  appealed  to  Schuyler  to  acquaint  Washington  with  Arnold's  desire  to  be 
included  in  any  arrangement  for  the  coming  campaign.  (See  Robert  Howe's  letter  to 
Washington,  June  30,  1780,  post.)   Howe's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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times  as  a  proof  of  their  friendship  and  am  thankful  when  they 
are  offered. 

I  am  so  well  perswaded  of  the  safety  of  West  point  and  of  the 
necessity  of  easing  the  Militia  as  much  as  possible,  and  of 
husbanding  our  provisions  and  stores,  that  I  have  dismissed  all 
the  Militia  that  were  called  in  for  the  defence  of  the  Posts 
on  the  No.  River,  with  the  greatest  esteem  etc. 

To  JAMES  HENRY33 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  29, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  your  communication 
of  the  16th;  and  I  wish  most  sincerely  that  it  were  in  our  power 
to  send  any  further  succour  to  the  Southward.  But  situated  as 
we  are,  with  but  a  handful  of  men  it  is  utterly  impossible.  In 
the  present  exigency  of  afTairs  we  must  rely  on  Southern 
means  and  Southern  exertions.  The  former  is  more  than  com- 
petent to  our  purpose,  and  I  trust  we  will  not  be  disappointed 
in  the  latter.  I  am  etc.34 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  June  29,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  several  favors  of  the  12th,  21st. 
23d.  and  25th.  Instants.  I  think  it  but  reasonable  that  the  extra 
Expenses  incurred  by  your  present  command  should  be  de- 
frayed by  the  public,  and  I  will,  upon  your  being  relieved,  fur- 
nish you  with  a  Warrant  upon  the  Military  Chest  for  the 
amount.  You  will  draw  from  the  Commy.  whatever  it  is  in 
his  power  to  provide. 

83Delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress  from  Virginia. 
MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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Your  Baggage,  which  is  at  the  Highlands,  may  as  well  re- 
main there,  as  it  is  more  than  probable  that  you  will  come  on 
yourself  to  that  quarter,  as  soon  as  you  have  put  matters  in 
proper  train  for  the  reception  and  accommodation  of  our 
Allies,  who  may  be  now  daily  expected. 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  occasion  of  endeavouring  to  effect 
the  exchange  of  Captain  Duville.35  I  have  had  so  little  to  do 
with  marine  prisoners,  that  I  cannot  say  whether  we  have  an 
Officer  of  equal  Rank  in  our  possession. 

Were  the  Clause  in  the  Act  of  Rhode  Island,  to  which  you 
refer,  carried  into  execution,  it  would  make  a  very  great  ine- 
quality in  the  strength  of  the  two  Regiments,  more  especially 
as  Colo.  Angells  suffered  the  loss  of  upward  of  forty  killed, 
wounded  and  missing  by  their  gallant  behaviour  on  the  23rd 
Inst,  at  Springfield.  Instead,  therefore,  of  the  mode  proposed 
by  the  Assembly,  I  think  it  will  be  best  to  march  Colo.  Greenes 
Regt.  and  the  Levies  when  collected,  to  the  Army,  and  upon 
their  arrival  here,  so  arrange  and  model  them,  as  to  level  the 
Regiments.  The  objection  to  joining  Greenes  Regiment  may 
be  removed  by  dividing  the  Blacks  in  such  a  manner  between 
the  two,  as  to  abolish  the  name  and  appearance  of  a  Black 
Corps.  Under  these  circumstances  I  would  not  have  Colonel 
Greenes  Regiment  to  move  this  way  untill  the  greater  part  of 
the  levies  have  come  in;  they  may  then  march  together,  and 
some  Officers  may  be  left  to  collect  and  bring  on  what  remain. 
They  may  in  the  mean  time  be  employed  in  training  and  cut- 
ting Fascines. 

I  am  exceedingly  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Council  have  given 
up  the  Colledge 36  to  Doctor  Craick,  who  would  have  been  oth- 
erwise much  distressed  for  convenient  Hospitals.  I  am  etc.37 

^Capt.  Peter  Duville,  of  the  Continental  Navy. 
""Rhode  Island  College  (now  Brown  University). 
S7The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
SAMUEL  HOLDEN  PARSONS 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  June  29, 1780. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  reed,  your  f avr.  of  the  24  Inst,  from  Hart- 
ford. It  will  be  a  very  happy  circumstance  should  the  Governor 
and  Council  adopt  the  measure  proposed  by  you,  for  augment- 
ing the  number  of  Levies  to  the  full  Complement  of  the  Con- 
tinental Battalions. 

It  will  not  be  in  my  power  to  employ  the  drafts  from  the 
Militia  Horse  as  Dragoons.  We  find  the  utmost  difficulty  in 
subsisting  the  few  Cavalry  at  present  in  service,  and  was  not 
this  the  case,  I  do  not  foresee  any  great  occasion  of  Horse  in 
the  kind  of  operation  we  may  expect  to  carry  on. 

The  change  of  the  situation  of  the  enemy  puts  an  end  to 
the  plan  of  acting  upon  the  sound,  it  will  be  needless  there- 
fore to  give  any  directions  respecting  the  shipping.  I  am  etc.38 

To  COLONEL  FRANCIS  JOHNSTON 

Ramapaugh,  June  29, 1780. 
Dear  Sir :  You,  with  the  five  Gentlemen,  appointed  to  attend 
you,  will  repair  to  Philada.  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  and 
forwarding  the  Levies  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Army.  When 
you  arrive  at  Philada.  you  will  be  enabled  to  judge,  from  the 
number  then  collected  and  from  the  advices  you  will  receive 
from  the  president  in  what  time  the  whole  will  probably  be 
assembled.  I  would  wish  you  so  to  divide  them  that  the  Offi- 
cers who  go  with  you  may  be  sufficient  to  take  charge  of  and 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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bring  the  whole  forward  [with  the  utmost  dispatch].  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  State  makes  any  provision  of  Cloathing  for 
her  levies,  but  as  they  are  to  be  armed  and  accoutred  by  the 
Continent,  you  will  endeavour  to  have  them  compleated  in 
that  respect,  as  it  will  save  the  transportation  of  those  Articles. 
You  will  be  pleased  to  advise  me  of  the  times  at  which  the  sev- 
eral detachments  will  march,  the  number  in  each,  and  the 
Route.  Iam&c.39 

To  DOCTOR  JAMES  CRAIK 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  29, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  to  acknowledge  two  letters,  one  of  the  nth 
the  other  the  21st,  giving  a  detail  of  your  proceedings. 

By  a  letter  from  Major  General  Heath  of  the  25th,  I  find  that 
the  Assembly  have  resolved  to  appropriate  the  college  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  French  sick.  This  I  would  apprehend 
from  your  report  will  be  very  agreeable  and  must  greatly 
lessen  your  difficulties.  Whatever  other  buildings  may  be  nec- 
essary should  be  chosen  in  a  place  of  safety  and  as  near  to  each 
other  as  possible.  Those  on  Paupasquash 40  do  not  appear  to  me 
at  all  eligible  from  your  discription,  nor  would  it  be  proper 
to  prepare  any  houses  at  or  near  Newport  for  this  purpose. 
But  as  General  Heath  and  Mr.  Corney  are  on  the  spot,  you  can 
advise  with  them  in  such  matters  as  you  may  not  be  willing  to 
take  wholly  upon  yourself.  I  am  &c.41 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

On  June  29  Washington  wrote  to  President  Joseph  Reed  that  he  had  sent  Colonel 
Johnston  and  these  officers  to  Philadelphia  to  take  charge  of  and  forward  the  levies. 
This  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

^Pappaoosesquaw  (Paupasquash),  in  the  vicinity  of  Bristol,  R.  I. 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  PHILLIPS 

Head  Quarters,  June  29,  1780. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  four  days  since  your  two 
letters  of  the  19th : 

With  respect  to  the  proposal  for  your  going  to  Philadelphia 
to  meet  Major  General  Lincoln,  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you 
that  I  do  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  comply  with  it  as  it 
would  be  anticipating  a  business  which  probably  is  as  yet  only 
under  consideration  by  Congress.  The  result  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Lincoln's  application  to  them  will  best  determine  the  line 
of  conduct  proper  to  be  pursued. 

As  to  the  propositions  in  Mr.  Loring's  letter  (copy  of  which 
you  inclosed  me)42 1  shall  instruct  my  Commissary  fully  on  the 
subject.  I  am  happy  in  the  prospect  of  relief  which  they  prom- 
ise to  the  prisoners  on  both  sides.  I  have  the  honor  etc.43 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  June  29, 1780. 
Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favr. 
of  the  25th:  inclosing  a  recommendation  of  the  Council  of 
War,  to  Genl.  Heath,  to  order  Colo.  Greenes  Regiment  to 
march  immediately  to  join  the  Army,  leaving  as  many  Offi- 
cers as  possible  to  bring  forward  the  drafts  directed  to  be 
raised  for  compleating  the  Battalions  of  the  State.  Colo. 
Greenes  Regiment  being  too  small  to  afford  any  material  rein- 
forcement and  being  usefully  employed  where  it  is  at  present, 
I  have  thought  it  most  adviseable  for  it  to  remain  untill  the 
greater  part  of  the  drafts  are  collected,  when  I  have  desired 

42Loring's  letter  of  June  21,  addressed  to  Skinner,  proposed  on  behalf  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  a  general  exchange  of  all  British,  German,  and  American  prisoners.  The 
original  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

4i"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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Genl.  Heath  to  put  them  in  motion  at  the  same  time,  detaining 
a  few  Officers  to  collect  and  bring  up  the  remaining  Levies. 
Upon  their  joining  the  Army,  I  shall  dispose  of  them  in  such 
manner,  as  will  make  the  Regiments  equal  in  point  of  num- 
bers. The  gallant  behaviour  of  Colo.  Angells,  on  the  23d.  Inst, 
at  Springfield,  reflects  the  highest  honour  upon  the  Officers 
and  Men.  They  disputed  an  important  pass,  with  so  obstinate 
a  bravery,  that  they  lost  upwards  of  forty  killed,  wounded  and 
missing  before  they  gave  up  their  ground  to  a  vast  superiority 
of  force.44 

The  ready  and  ample  manner  in  which  your  State  has  com- 
plied with  the  requisitions  of  the  Committee  of  Co-operation, 
both  as  to  Men  and  supplies  intitles  you  to  the  thanks  of  the 
public,  and  affords  the  highest  satisfaction  to  Sir  Your  etc.45 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

June  29, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  two  of  your  Excellency's 
favors  both  of  the  nth  inclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Governor  Rutlege. 

I  cannot  but  feel  most  sensibly  affected  by  several  parts  of 
your  Excellency's  letter.  The  successive  misfortunes  to  the 
Southward,  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  the  great  deficiency 
in  military  stores  give  rise  to  the  most  serious  reflections,  while 
our  situation  in  this  quarter  precludes  every  hope  of  afford- 
ing you  further  assistance.  What  from  the  system  of  short 
inlistments,  and  [the  unfortunate]  delays  in  filling  up  our  bat- 
talions the  army  in  this  place,  is  reduced  to  a  mere  handful  of 
men,  and  left  as  it  were  at  the  mercy  of  a  formidable  enemy, 

44 On  June  3  Washington  had  written  to  Governor  Greene  recommending  the  issue 
of  commissions  to  officers  of  Angell's  regiment.  This  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
45  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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subject  to  see  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  States  daily  in- 
sulted without  the  power  either  to  prevent  it  or  to  retaliate. 
Under  these  circumstances  your  Excellency  will  perceive  how 
utterly  impossible  it  is  to  go  further  in  succors  than  what  is 
already  sent.  To  oppose  our  Southern  misfortunes  and  sur- 
mount our  difficulties  our  principal  dependence  must  be  on 
the  means  we  have  left  us  in  your  quarter.  And  it  is  some 
consolation  amidst  all  our  distresses  that  these  are  more  than 
adequate  to  remove  them;  and  to  recover  what  we  have  lost 
that  it  is  only  necessary  these  be  properly  directed. 

The  steps  your  Excellency  has  taken  to  establish  posts  of 
communication  with  the  Southern  army  are  essential  to  facili- 
tate your  measures  [the  necessity  of  which  I  had  urged  in 
strong  terms  to  Congress].  I  am  apprehensive  that  Congress 
have  it  not  in  their  power  to  furnish  you  with  the  Cartouch 
boxes.  I  have  the  honor  etc.46 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough, 
Thursday,  June  29, 1780. 
Parole  New  York.    Countersigns  Thomson,  Ogden. 
Watchword  New  Jersey. 

,,  .      [Talbot. 
Ma'0rSlGrier» 
Brigade  Major  Alexander 
The  Officers  composing  the  General  Court  Martial  whereof 
General  Hand  is  President  are  to  go  through  the  common 
routine  of  duty  as  usual  'till  further  orders. 

46  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

47Maj.  James  Grier,  of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  to  the  Third  Pennsylvania 
Regiment  in  January,  1783;  served  to  November,  1783. 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


1780]  MARCH  OF  THE  ARMY  99 

GENERAL  ORDERS 
Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  Friday,  June  30,  1780. 

MORNING  ORDERS 

Major  Forest  is  appointed  officer  of  the  day  vice  Major 
Talbot  sick. 
Parole  Westmoreland.    Countersigns  O.,  N. 
Watchword  Move-on. 

Parr 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


Majors  T 

Hamilton 


Brigade  Major  Van  Laer 

The  Army  is  to  march  tomorrow  morning  four  o'clock  by 
the  right.  The  Park  of  Artillery  will  preserve  its  place  in  the 
Line  and  the  Baggage  Waggons  will  follow  the  whole  in 
the  order  of  the  brigades;  after  them  the  Stores  of  the  Army. 
Colonel  Moylan's  horse  will  bring  up  the  rear. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  will  provide  Persons  to  lead 
the  Column  to  the  ground. 

After  the  Army  arrives  at  the  new  ground  the  brigade  Quar- 
termasters will  apply  to  the  Quartermaster  General  for  a  sup- 
ply of  Tents  and  the  means  of  bringing  them  on  to  their 
respective  brigades  and  follow  the  directions  they  receive  from 
him.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  we  should  ceconomise  our  Tents 
as  much  as  possible  and  therefore  it  is  expected  no  brigade  will 
apply  for  more  than  are  indispensable. 

The  Surgeons  are  requested  to  have  the  Sick  of  their  respec- 
tive regiments  who  are  unfit  to  remain  in  Camp  sent  down  to 
the  Pumpton  road  between  the  Park  of  Artillery  and  General 
Wayne's  Quarters  Tomorrow  morning  at  three  o'clock  where 
Waggons  will  be  provided  to  carry  them  off. 
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AFTER  ORDERS 

Two  men  from  General  Hand's  and  one  from  Stark's  bri- 
gades to  be  sent  to  Mr.  Erskine  or  his  Deputy  immediately  to 
serve  as  Chain  bearers  a  few  Weeks. 

The  General  will  beat  at  3  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  the 
Assembled  half  past  three  and  the  March  to  begin  precisely 
at  four.  The  advance  Guard  to  parade  on  the  road  opposite 
General  St.  Clair's  quarters  Major  Parr  will  take  command  of 
it.  The  rear  Guard  on  the  right  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  which 
Major  Hamilton  will  command. 

A  Captain,  2  Subs,  2  Serjeants,  2  Corporals,  Drum  and  Fife 
and  Forty  Privates  to  escort  the  Baggage. 

Colonel  Livingston's  regiment  will  take  Post  in  the  Clove 
near  the  old  Barracks  and  joined  by  the  detachment  of  General 
Clinton's  brigade  already  there  will  furnish  such  Guard  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  Security  of  the  Stores  at  Ringwood. 

To  JOHN  SULLIVAN 

[Ramapough,  June  30, 1780.] 
Dear  Sir:  I  write  to  you  under  a  persuasion  that  the  present 
moment  in  our  arTairs  calls  upon  the  virtue  of  every  individual 
as  well  as  every  State :  And  that  there  has  been  no  period  of  the 
war  more  important,  or  where  men  of  influence  could  do  more 
substantial  good  to  their  country.  Either  the  evils  that  must 
follow,  should  we  not  be  able  to  co-operate  to  effect  with  the 
French  assistance,  which  is  daily  expected,  or  the  issue  of  a  suc- 
cessful co-operation  comprehend  the  most  powerful  motives 
for  our  utmost  exertions.  Your  State  is  called  upon  for  levies  to 
fill  up  her  three  regiments  to  five  hundred  and  four  rank  and 
file  and  an  additional  force  of  between  nine  hundred  and  a 
thousand  militia  to  serve  for  three  months.  The  former  are  to 
be  sent  forward  with  all  possible  despatch;  and  the  latter  are 
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to  rendezvous  at  Claverac48  by  the  25th.  of  next  month.  I  have 
ordered  Brigadier  General  Stark  with  some  other  officers  to  as- 
sist in  collecting  and  forwarding  the  levies  to  camp,  and  to 
march  the  militia  when  assembled  from  Claverac.  But  let  me 
entreat  you  on  this  occasion  to  use  that  spirit  in  your  private 
station,  which  you  have  always  displayed  in  a  public  one.  Your 
endeavours  may  have  a  happy  tendency,  in  rousing  others,  in 
promoting  a  general  emulation  throughout  the  State,  and  im- 
pressing on  the  minds  of  the  people  the  ruin  which  may  be 
produced  by  languid  measures  or  the  good  to  result  from  vig- 
orous ones.  When  we  speak  on  this  head  we  cannot  use  too 
forcible  a  languge:  nor  should  the  reasons,  why  we  ask  for  the 
most  cogent  and  instant  exertions  be  hid  from  the  people,  that, 
if  we  fail  in  our  operations  from  a  defect  in  the  demanded 
succour,  they  may  have  only  themselves  torfcensure. 

[To  Genl.  Starke  I  shall  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  the  late 
movements  of  the  enemy  in  this  State;  and  if  he  can,  to  explain 
the  principles  of  them.  I  cannot  do  it  with  any  certainty  my- 
self and  it  would  require  a  folio  volume  were  I  to  launch  into 
the  field  of  conjecture  to  come  at  them.]  With  sentiments  of 
regard  etc.49 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ENOCH  POOR 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  30, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  From  the  importance  of  getting  the  Levies  required 
for  filling  the  three  Battallions  as  soon  as  possible,  I  have  pre- 
vailed on  General  Stark  to  repair  to  the  State  in  order  to  collect 
and  forward  them.  And  that  the  business  may  be  the  more 
facilitated,  I  request  that  you  will  send  with  him  Four  Officers. 

^Claverac,  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  about  5  miles  east  of  Hudson  River. 
49  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry.   The  portion  in  brackets  is  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 
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unless  there  should  be  as  many  belonging  to  the  Regiments 
already  in  the  State.  In  such  case  you  will  write  to  those  who 
are  there  to  assist  him  in  the  business  and  take  his  directions. 
If  there  are  no  Officers  there,  it  will  be  well  on  account  of  the 
public  demand  for  Horses,  if  Officers  can  be  sent  who  are  pro- 
vided with  them;  but  if  this  cannot  be  done,  You  will  be 
pleased  to  apply  to  Colo  Hay  who  will  endeavour  to  furnish 
them.  The  Officers,  if  any  are  sent,  will  be  as  oeconomical  as 
possible  and  will  keep  a  particular  account  of  their  Expences. 
When  they  return  they  will  deliver  the  Horses  they  may  get  to 
Colo  Hay  again.    I  am  &c.50 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  STARK 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  30, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  repair  immediately  to  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  in  order  to  receive  and  forward  to 
the  army  the  Levies  required  of  the  State  by  the  Honour- 
able the  Committee  of  Congress  for  filling  their  Three  Batal- 
lions.  I  have  not  heard  from  the  State  upon  the  subject  and 
therefore  cannot  inform  You  of  the  place  which  may  have 
been  appointed  for  their  Rendezvous,  but  this  You  will  learn; 
and  if  You  do  not  find  the  Levies  already  assembled  at  it,  You 
will  exert  every  degree  of  industry  in  your  power  to  effect  it. 
You  know  how  precious  moments  are  to  us,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded your  efforts,  both  to  collect  and  forward  the  Levies, 
will  correspond  with  the  exigency.  That  the  business  may  be 
the  more  facilitated,  You  will  take  with  You  Four  Officers 
from  General  Poor's  Brigade,  to  whom  I  write  on  the  subject, 
if  this  number  should  not  be  already  in  the  state,  and  with 
whom  you  will  forward  the  Levies,  either  in  a  body  or  in 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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Detachments  from  150  to  200  Men,  as  circumstances  may  best 
suit  with  all  possible  expedition.  If  there  are  more  Officers  in 
the  State  than  this  number,  You  may  retain  them  for  this  serv- 
ice. In  receiving  the  Men  You  will  pay  particular  attention  to 
their  being  sound  and  healthy  and  in  every  respect  fit  for  serv- 
ice; and  none  but  such  as  answer  this  description  must  be 
taken;  as  they  would  otherwise  prove  an  incumbrance  and  a 
great  expence  without  being  of  the  least  advantage. 

Besides  the  Levies  for  filling  the  Three  Battallions,  it  has 
been  deemed  essential  to  render  the  success  of  our  operations 
the  more  certain,  to  call  upon  the  State  for  between  900  and  a 
Thousand  Militia  to  join  the  Army  and  continue  in  service  for 
three  months  from  the  time  of  their  arriving  at  Claverack  on 
the  North  River,  the  place  assigned  for  their  Rendezvous  by  the 
25th  of  next  Month.  It  is  much  my  wish  that  You  should  have 
the  direction  and  command  of  these.  You  will  therefore  use 
your  best  endeavours  to  have  them  assembled,  and  Armed  and 
equiped  in  every  respect  in  the  best  manner  circumstances  will 
admit  for  taking  the  field,  and  march  with  them  so  as  to  arrive 
with  certainty  at  Claverack  by  the  time  I  have  mentioned. 

I  shall  only  add  that  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  very 
frequently  on  the  subject  of  this  important  and  interesting 
business,  both  as  it  respects  the  Levies  for  the  Battallions,  and 
the  Militia;  and  that  entirely  confiding  in  your  greatest  address 
and  assiduity  to  promote  it,  I  am  etc.51  [n.h.h.s.] 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapaugh,  June  30, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  28th.  There  is  so 
great  a  saving  by  delivering  out  Bread  instead  of  Flour  that 

61In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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I  have  sent  up  Mr.  Ludwig  to  have  Ovens  erected  at  West  point, 
you  will  be  pleased  therefore  to  furnish  him  with  the  necessary 
materials  and  proper  Workmen  to  build  one  or  two  as  he  may 
think  proper.  Be  pleased  to  forward  the  inclosed  to  Govr. 
Clinton.  I  am  &c.52 

To  CAPTAIN  PATRICK  DENNIS53 

Ramapough,  June  30, 1780. 
Sir:  I  request  the  favour  of  you  to  be  at  Head  Quarters  as 
speedily  as  possible  to  give  me  your  opinion  on  some  points 
of  importance  and  to  determine  the  necessary  arrangements 
about  Pilots.  I  am  &c.54 

CIRCULAR  TO  THE  STATES55 

Head  Quarters,  Ramapough,  June  30, 1780. 
Sir:  As  the  Levies  required  of  the  States  for  filling  their 
Battallions  have  not  yet  joined  the  Army  or  the  French  fleet 
arrived,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  Excellency,  that  it  will 
be  unnecessary  for  the  Militia,  which  the  Honble  the  Com- 
mittee of  Congress  were  pleased  to  call  for  on  a  late  occasion, 
to  be  at  the  place  appointed  for  their  Rendezvous,  before  the 
25th  of  next  month.  By  this  time  I  would  willingly  hope  that 
things  will  be  in  such  a  Train,  as  to  enable  us  to  commence  our 
operations,  and  to  make  their  aid  essential.  The  present  crisis 
is  by  far  the  most  important  and  delicate  that  this  Country  has 
ever  experienced,  and  it  pains  me  in  the  extreme  that  we  are 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

C3Seacoast  pilot. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

55New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  artd  Delaware.  Addressed  in  each  case  to  the  governors  or 
presidents  of  those  States. 
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so  backward  in  all  our  measures.  I  hope  a  moment  will  not 
be  lost  in  pushing  on  the  Levies  to  fill  the  Batallions.  Our  allies 
would  be  chagrined,  were  they  to  arrive  to  day,  to  find  that  we 
have  but  a  handful  of  men  in  the  field,  and  would  doubt,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  whether  we  had  any  serious  intentions 
to  prosecute  measures  with  vigor.  If  we  do  not  avail  ourselves 
of  their  succour  by  the  most  decisive  and  energetick  steps  on 
our  part,  the  aid  they  so  generously  bring,  may  prove  our  ruin, 
and  at  best  it  will  be  in  such  case  among  the  most  unfortunate 
events  next  to  that  of  absolute  ruin,  that  could  have  befallen 
us.  I  think  it  my  duty  as  often  as  I  have  the  honor  of  address- 
ing the  States  to  forwarn  them,  that  the  completion  of  their 
Battallions  to  their  full  establishment  of  Five  hundred  and 
four  rank  and  file,  is  a  measure  of  indispensable  necessity  to 
the  intended  co-operation,  and  that  without  it  we  cannot  even 
attempt  any  thing  decisive.  I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  As  my  request  to  delay  the  assembling  the  Militia  at 
the  place  appointed  for  their  Rendezvous,  proceeds  princi- 
pally from  the  French  Fleets  not  being  arrived.  I  beg  leave  to 
observe  if  this  event  should  have  taken  place  when  this  reaches 
Your  Excellency  or  it  happens  soon  after,  my  request  is  not  to 
have  an  operation,  but  in  such  case  it  is  my  desire  that  the 
Assembling  of  the  Militia  should  be  hastened  as  much  as 
possible.56 

To  PRESIDENT  MESHECH  WEARE 

Ramapough,  June  30, 1780. 

Sir:  I  send  Brigadier  General  Starke  to  your  state,  to  collect 
and  forward  the  drafts  for  your  batalions,  and  the  levies  for 
three  months  to  the  appointed  place  of  rendezvous.  The  zeal, 

56  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  From  the  text  of  the  circular  sent  to 
Gov.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  of  Connecticut,  in  the  Connecticut  State  Library.  The 
P.  S.  was  added  only  to  those  circulars  sent  to  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut. 
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which  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  has  always  manifested 
gives  me  the  fullest  confidence  that  they  have  complied  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  Committee  of  Congress  in  all  their  ex- 
tent; though  we  have  not  yet  heard  from  thence  what  meas- 
ures have  been  taken.  This  is  the  time  for  America  by  one 
great  exertion  to  put  an  end  to  the  war;  but  for  this  purpose 
the  necessary  means  must  be  furnished.  The  basis  of  every 
thing  else  is  the  completion  of  The  Continental  batalions  to 
their  full  establishment.  If  this  is  not  done,  I  think  it  my  duty 
to  forewarn  every  state,  that  nothing  decisive  can  be  attempted, 
and  that  this  campaign  like  all  the  former  must  be  chiefly  de- 
fensive. I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that  some  of  the  states  have 
taken  up  the  business  on  a  less  extensive  scale.  The  conse- 
quences have  been  represented  with  candor  and  plainness,  and 
I  hope  for  the  honor  and  safety  of  America  the  representation 
may  have  the  weight  it  deserves. 

The  drafts  cannot  be  forwarded  with  too  much  expedition; 
but  as  to  the  Militia,  under  present  appearances,  I  think  it  ad- 
viseable  to  suspend  the  time  fixed  for  their  rendezvouzing  to 
the  25th  of  next  month,  at  which  period  I  shall  be  glad  they 
may  be  without  fail  at  the  place  appointed;  and  it  would  be 
my  wish,  that  they  should  come  out  under  the  command  of 
General  Starke. 

I  entreat  Your  Excellency  to  employ  all  your  influence  to 
give  activity  and  vigor  to  the  measures  of  your  state.  Every 
thing  depends  on  the  proper  improvement  of  the  present  con- 
juncture; we  have  every  thing  to  hope  on  one  side  and  every 
thing  to  fear  on  the  other.  With  perfect  respect  I  have  the 
honor  etc. 

P.  S.  The  suspension  of  the  period  for  assembling  the  Mili- 
tia is  founded  on  the  French  fleet  not  being  arrived;  if  this 
event  should  have  taken  place  before  this  reaches  Your  Excel- 
lency the  suspension  is  not  to  have  effect.  The  Militia  cannot 
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too  soon  [be]  at  the  place  of  rendezvous  after  the  Fleet 


arrives. 


[N.H.H.S.] 


*PLAN  OF  ATTACK  ON  BRITISH  POSTS  AT 
NORTH  END  OF  NEW  YORK58 


DETACHMENT 


Soldiers 

What  Service 

Field 
Offrs. 

Capt. 

Subs 

Sert. 

R&F 

Total 

Spiten  Devil 

1 
1 

2 
4 
8 

2 
2 
4 
8 
16 

3 

3 

6 

12 

24 

50 

50 

100 

200 

400 

56 

The  Bridge 

1 
1 

2 
3 

57 

North  Redoubt 

113 

Fort  Washington 

226 

Laurel  Hill 

451 

Total 

7 

16 

32 

48 

800 

903 

UPON 

A    SMALLER 

SCALE 

Spiten  devil 

1 
1 
2 
4 
8 

2 
2 

4 

8 

16 

3 

3 

6 

12 

24 

40 

40 

80 

160 

320 

46 

The  bridge 

North  Redoubt _ 

1 
1 

2 
3 

47 
93 

Fort  Washington 

186 

Laurel  hill 

371 

Total 

7 

16 

32 

48 

640 

743 

Artillerists . 

2 

4 

6 

50 

62 

DETACHMENT 


Batteaumen 

What  Service 

Field 

Offrs. 

Cap 

Sub 

Oars 

Men 

Total 

Boats 

Spiten  Devil 

The  Bridge 

1 
1 
1 

3 

20 
20 
40 
80 

21 
21 
42 
84 

4 

North  Redoubt 

4 

Fort  Washington 

1 
0 

8 

Laurel  Hill 

I 

16 

Total 

1 

1 

6 

160 

168 

32 

UPON 

A    SMALLER    SCALE 

Spiten  devil 

The  bridge. 

1 
1 
1 

3 

15 

15 
35 
65 

16 
16 

37 
69 

3 

North  Redoubt: . 

3 

Fort  Washington 

1 

7 

Laurel  hill 

1 

13 

Total .-. 

1 

1 

6 

130 

138 

26 

Artillerists 

2 

10 

12 

2 

E7In  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  word  "be,"  inadvertently  omitted 
in  the  letter  sent,  was  first  written  by  Hamilton,  in  the  draft,  as  "get  to." 

58 The  Plan  is  undated,  but  seems  to  be  a  result  of  the  "Opinions  of  the  General  Offi- 
cers upon  the  propriety  of  attacking  New  York  in  the  Campaign  of  1780."  (See  note 
to  Council  of  War,  June  6,  1780,  ante.) 
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The  detachment  above,  makes  two  Battalions  of  8  Compa- 
nies each.  A  Company  will  consist  of  40  or  50  Rank  and  file, 
according  to  the  agregate  number  which  shall  be  deemed  ad- 
quate  to  the  enterprize  in  view. 

The  parts  composing  these  Battalions,  and  intended  for  the 
different  Services  above  enumerated,  may  be  drawn  out  at  dif- 
ferent times,  under  various  pretexts,  that  the  real  object  may 
be  hid,  as  much  as  possible,  even  from  the  Army  itself.  To 
relieve  and  strengthen  the  Post  at  Dobb's  ferry,  may  be 
the  pretence  for  drawing  out  the  detachment  for  Spiten  devil 
and  the  Bridge.  To  relieve  the  Jersey  Troops  at  Sedman's, 
and  to  cover  the  Stores  at  Ringwood  &ca.  may  serve  for 
the  detachment  for  the  No.  Redoubt.  To  reinforce  the 
Troops  on  the  lines  may  cover  die  detachment  for  Fort 
Washington.  That  for  Laurel  hill  must  be  deferred  till  the 
last  moment,  or  it  may  be  formed  as  a  light  Corps  next  for 
detachment  to  the  Southward  or  to  act  here  as  occasion  may 
require. 

To  detach  Officers  and  Soldiers  for  the  Batteaux,  and  Assem- 
bling the  Boats  without  giving  suspicion,  will  be  most  difficult, 
nor  do  I  see  how  it  can  be  done,  unless  it  is  under  a  pretext  of 
rescuing  the  Boats  from  ignorant  hands,  where  at  present,  they 
are  undergoing  continual  abuse  and  placing  them  in  those 
who  know  how,  and  will  take  care  of  them.  If  a  general  order 
of  this  kind  would  envite  proper  persons  to  undertake  the  busi- 
ness, and  not  imply  neglect  in  the  Q  M.  Genl.  it  would  be  de- 
sirable. At  all  events,  this,  or  some  such  expedient  must  be 
adopted  to  draw  for  the  number  of  Water  men  which  will 
be  wanted. 

The  Watermen,  under  their  own  officers  are,  after  the  de- 
barkation to  act  as  a  guard  to  the  Boats. 
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The  several  detachments  being  made,  or  ordered,  a  time  and 
place,  or  places,  if  the  design  can  be  the  better  covered  by  it, 
must  be  appointed  for  the  embarkation  by  detachment,  in  the 
order  of  attack;  and  the  whole,  from  that  moment,  to  be  under 
the  orders  of  the  Officer  who  is  to  conduct  the  enterprize.  The 
embarkation  is  to  take  place  about  dusk  and  in  as  concealed  a 
manner  as  possible. 

From  dusk  till  day  break,  or  a  little  before  it,  there  are  not 
more  than  Seven  hours;  and  taking  the  chance  of  Tides  and 
Wind,  we  ought  not  to  calculate  upon  Rowing  more  than  2l/2 
Miles  in  the  hour,  or  17  Miles  in  the  course  of  the  Night.  And 
Verplanks  being  the  lowest  point  of  departure,  the  detach- 
ment could  not,  from  this  place,  get  below  Dobbs's  ferry  the 
first  night,  and  ought,  to  stop  sooner  if  they  cannot  reach  it  by 
3  o'clock.  A  little  below  the  lower  battery  at  Dobbs's  ferry  (in 
the  Wood)  would  be  a  proper59 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,60  Saturday,  July  1, 1780. 
Parole  Pumpton.    Countersigns  June  July. 
Watchword  Hark. 

Edwards 61 
Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


Maj0rS'T.L.  Moore 


Brigade  Major  Church 
Those  Brigades  which  have  not  drawn  any  Rum  to  day  are 
to  be  supplied  with  a  Jill  pr.  man  this  Evening. 

The  Grand  Parade  is  assigned  in  the  road  opposite  the  Mar- 
quis De  La  Fayette's  quarters  'till  further  orders. 

69 Remainder  missing. 

""Preakness,  N.  J.  Headquarters  were  established  at  Col.  Theunis  Dey's. 

61Maj.  Evan  Edwards,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Sunday,  July  2, 1780. 
Parole  Trenton.    Countersigns  F.,  P. 
Watchword  Hereabouts. 

Brigadier  General  Maxwell 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant 

Hubly 
Brigade  Major  Bradford 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


AFTER  ORDERS 

The  troop  to  beat  at  six  o'clock  A.  M.  The  Guards  to  be  on 
the  Grand  Parade  at  7  o'clock  till  further  orders. 

Ensign  John  Rogers62  of  Colonel  Angell's  regiment  is  ap- 
pointed Adjutant  to  the  same  vice  Lieutenant  Waterman.63 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ALEXANDER  McDOUGALL 

Head  Quarters,  Colo.  Dey's,  July  2, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Be  pleased  to  send  immediately  to  Mr.  Hunt,64 
who  was  employed  last  year  as  a  pilot  for  the  Sound,  and  re- 
quest him  to  come  to  this  place  or  wherever  the  Head  Quar- 
ters of  the  Army  may  be.  There  is  also  a  person  who  lived 
last  Fall  at  the  Yellow  House  in  the  Continental  Village,  who 
was  employed  as  a  Pilot  for  the  Chevaux  de  Frize  in  the  North 
River;  I  have  forgot  his  name,  but  he  may  be  easily  found  by 
the  above  description;  if  he  is  yet  there,  or  within  reach,  be 
pleased  also  to  send  him  down.  I  am  &c. 


82  Of  the  Second  Rhode  Island  Regiment.  He  had  been  wounded  at  Connecticut 
Farms,  N.  J.,  in  June,  1780;  made  a  lieutenant  in  February,  1781;  served  to  Novem- 
ber, 1783. 

^Lieut.  Thomas  Waterman.  He  was  regimental  adjutant  of  the  Second  Rhode 
Island  Regiment  and  had  resigned  in  August,  1779. 

64  Thomas  Hunt. 
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To  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  DOBBS 65 

Head  Quarters  at  Colo.  Dey's  about  four  Miles 
from  Passaick  Falls,  July  2, 1780. 

Sir:  It  is  my  wish  to  see  you  here  as  soon  as  possible  and  I  en- 
treat that  you  will  come  without  a  moment's  delay.  I  want  to 
consult  you  on  a  most  important  and  interesting  point  and 
such  as  will  not  admit  of  the  least  procrastination.  I  know  your 
zeal  for  the  public  service  and  am  confident  you  will  use  every 
possible  degree  of  diligence  upon  the  occasion. 

I  wish  You  to  inform  yourself,  if  you  are  not  perfectly  ac- 
quainted, by  the  best  inquiries  you  can  make  so  as  not  to  delay 
your  coming  what  Draft  of  Water  may  be  brought  from  New 
York  to  the  Highland  posts.  Satisfaction  on  this  point  will  be 
of  consequence.  I  am  etc.66 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Colo.  Deys,  Bergen  County,  July  3, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  informed,  that  the  State  of  Connecticut 
have  in  possession  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  Salt  petre, 
which  they  are  unable  to  manufacture  into  Gun  powder,  for 
want  of  Sulphur.  The  Continent,  on  the  contrary,  have  a 
quantity  of  Sulphur  at  Springfield  which  lies  idle  for  want  of 
the  other  necessary  ingredients.  I  have  therefore  to  propose 
to  Your  Excellency,  that  the  Sulphur,  or  as  much  as  may  be 
necessary,  shall  be  delivered  over  to  the  State,  to  be  manufac- 
tured into  Powder  for  the  use  of  the  Continent,  the  public 
making  compensation  for  the  same.  When  we  come  to 
make  the  Estimate  of  Ammunition  necessary  for  the  probable 

"Pilot. 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  and  is  addressed  to  Captain 
Dobbs  at  Fishkill  Landing. 
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expenditure  of  our  expected  co-operation,  we  find  a  most 
alarming  deficiency  in  the  public  Magazines,  and  it  therefore 
behoves  us,  to  fall  upon  every  expedient,  to  raise  an  adequate 
supply,  and  no  one  seems  to  present  a  fairer  or  readier  pros- 
pect, than  the  plan  I  have  just  mentioned.  If  the  measure 
meets  Your  Excellency's  approbation,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  quantity  of  public  Salt  Petre  in  the  State,  and 
how  much  powder  can  be  manufactured  in  a  Week;  or  in  any 
given  time.  You  will  also  oblige  me  exceedingly  by  inform- 
ing whether  the  State  have  any,  and  how  much  powder,  and 
whether  they  could  spare  it  to  the  Continent  upon  an  emer- 
gency. I  have  die  honor  &c.67 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Monday,  July  3, 1780. 
Parole  Whippany.    Countersigns  Wesel,  Wells. 
Watchword  Altogether. 

(Brigadier  General  Wayne 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith68 
Brigade  Major  Ross. 
A  Board  to  be  composed  of  all  the  General  Officers  in  Camp 
except  the  parties  will  meet  tomorrow  morning  nine  o'clock 
at  Major  General  Greene's  quarters  and  will  hear  a  dispute  of 
rank  between  Brigadiers  General  Hand  and  Irvine  and  will 
report  their  Claims  and  their  opinion  of  their  right  of  Prece- 
dence. The  General  will  lay  before  the  Board  such  Papers 
and  Resolutions  in  his  Possession  as  regard  the  subject. 

67  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.   From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Library. 

68Lieut.  Col.  William  Stephens  Smith. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Tuesday,  July  4, 1780. 
Parole  Amsterdam.    Countersigns  Brest,  Camp. 
Watchword  Espontoon. 

Brigadier  General  Hand 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Olney 
Brigade  Major  Alexander 
The  Troops  to  be  supplied  with  a  jill  of  Rum  pr.  man  this 
day  in  Case  they  have  not  already  drawn. 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


To  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REED 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  4, 1780. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Motives  of  friendship  not  less  than  of  public 
good  induce  me  with  freedom  to  give  you  my  sentiments  on  a 
matter,  which  interests  you  personally  as  well  as  the  good  of 
the  common  cause.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  receive  what  I  say, 
in  the  same  spirit  which  dictates  it,  and  that  it  will  have  all 
the  influence  circumstances  will  possibly  permit. 

The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  has  vested  you,  in  case  of 
necessity  with  a  power  of  declaring  Martial  law  throughout 
the  state,  to  enable  you  to  take  such  measures  as  the  exigency 
may  demand;  so  far  the  legislature  has  done  its  part.  Europe 
America  the  state  itself  will  look  to  you  for  the  rest.  The 
power  vested  in  you  will  admit  of  all  the  latitude  that  could  be 
desired  and  may  be  made  to  mean  anything  the  public  safety 
may  require.  If  it  is  not  exerted  proportionably,  you  will  be 
responsible  for  the  consequences. 

Nothing  My  Dear  Sir  can  be  more  delicate  and  critical  than 
your  situation;  a  full  discretionary  power  lodged  in  your  hands 
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in  conjunction  with  the  Council;  great  expectations  in  our 
allies  and  in  the  people  of  this  country;  ample  means  in  the 
state  for  great  exertions  of  every  kind;  a  powerful  party  on  one 
hand  to  take  advantage  of  every  opening  to  prejudice  you;  on 
the  other  popular  indolence  and  avarice  averse  to  every  meas- 
ure inconsistent  with  present  ease  and  present  interest;  In  this 
dilemma  there  is  a  seeming  danger  whatever  side  you  take;  it 
remains  to  choose  that  which  has  least  real  danger  and  will 
best  promote  the  public  weal.  This  in  my  Opinion  clearly  is  to 
exert  the  powers  intrusted  to  you  with  a  boldness  and  vigor 
suited  to  the  emergency. 

In  general  I  esteem  it  a  good  maxim,  that  the  best  way  to  pre- 
serve the  confidence  of  the  people  durably  is  to  promote  their 
true  interest;  there  are  particular  exigencies  when  this  maxim 
has  peculiar  force.  When  any  great  object  is  in  view,  the  popu- 
lar mind  is  roused  into  expectation  and  prepared  to  make  sac- 
rifices both  of  ease  and  property;  if  those  to  whom  they  confide 
the  management  of  their  affairs  do  not  call  them  to  make  these 
sacrifices,  and  the  object  is  not  attained,  or  they  are  involved  in 
the  reproach  of  not  having  contributed  as  much  as  they  ought 
to  have  done  towards  it;  they  will  be  mortified  at  the  disap- 
pointment they  will  feel  the  censure,  and  their  resentment  will 
rise  against  those  who  with  sufficient  authority  have  omitted  to 
do  what  their  interest  and  their  honor  required.  Extensive 
powers  not  exercised  as  far  as  was  necessary,  have  I  believe 
scarcely  ever  failed  to  ruin  the  possessor.  The  legislature  and 
the  people  in  your  case,  would  be  very  glad  to  excuse  them- 
selves by  condemning  you.  You  would  be  assailed  with  blame 
from  every  quarter,  [and  your  enemies  would  triumph.] 

The  party  opposed  to  you  in  government  are  making  great 
efforts.  I  am  told  the  bank  established  for  supplying  the  army 
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is  principally  under  the  auspices  of  that  party;  It  will  undoubt- 
edly give  them  great  credit  with  the  people,  and  you  have  no 
effectual  way  to  counterbalance  this  but  by  employing  all  your 
influence  and  authority  to  render  services  proportioned  to 
your  station.  Hitherto  I  confess  to  you  frankly  my  Dear  Sir 
I  do  not  think  your  affairs  are  in  the  train  which  might  be 
wished;  and  if  Pensylvania  does  not  do  its  part  fully  it  is  of  so 
much  importance  in  the  general  scale  that  we  must  fail  of 
success,  or  limit  our  views  to  mere  defence. 

I  have  conversed  with  some  Gentlemen  on  the  measure  of 
filling  your  batalions.  They  seemed  to  think  you  could  not  ex- 
ceed what  the  legislature  had  done  for  this  purpose.  I  am  of 
very  different  sentiment:  The  establishment  of  martial  law 
implies,  in  my  judgment  the  right  of  calling  any  part  of  your 
citizens  into  military  service,  and  in  any  manner  which  may 
be  found  expedient;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  draft  may  be 
executed. 

I  write  to  you  with  the  freedom  of  friendship  and  I  hope  you 
will  esteem  it  the  truest  mark  I  could  give  you  of  it.  In  this 
view  whether  you  think  my  observations  well  founded  or  not, 
the  motive  will  I  am  persuaded  render  them  agreeable. 

In  offering  my  respects  to  Mrs.  Reed,  I  must  be  permitted  to 
accompany  them  with  a  tender  of  my  very  warm  acknowledg- 
ments to  her  and  you  for  the  civilities  and  attention  both  of 
you  have  been  pleased  to  show  Mrs.  Washington;  and  for  the 
honor  you  have  done  me  in  calling  the  young  Christian  by  my 
name.  With  the  greatest  regard  etc.69 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington.  The  last  paragraph  is  not  in  the  draft,  but  is  supplied 
from  Life  and  Correspondence  of  Joseph  Reed,  op.  cit.  Reed's  long  letter  in  reply  to 
this,  July  15,  1780,  is  printed  in  Sparks'  Corres.  of  the  American  Revolution,  vol.  3, 
P.  15. 
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To  PRESIDENT  MESHECH  WEARE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  4,  1780. 

Sir:  On  an  examination  of  the  quantity  of  powder  in  the 
hands  of  the  public  we  find  that  the  whole  together  with  what 
we  are  to  expect  from  the  French  fleet  will  not  be  more  than 
one  third  of  the  quantity  required  for  a  decisive  operation,  and 
that  unless  we  can  derive  very  extensive  aids  from  the  respective 
States  this  deficiency  alone  must  subvert  our  plans.  I  am  there- 
fore to  request  The  Honorable  the  Council  will  be  pleased  to 
inform  me  whether  we  can  obtain  a  supply  from  your  State 
and  to  what  amount.  In  an  exigency  like  the  present  every 
State  must  contribute  to  the  utmost  of  its  abilities  or,  we  must 
fail  in  our  prospects  and  disappoint  our  allies. 

It  is  with  infinite  chagrin  and  mortification  I  find  that  at 
this  day  the  fourth  of  July,  more  than  Six  weeks  since  the  first 
application  to  the  States  for  the  succours  necessary  towards 
the  intended  cooperation,  not  more  than  thirty  levies  have  to 
my  knowledge  joined  any  part  of  the  Army,  nor  have  I  any  in- 
formation what  has  been  effected,  in  this  respect  by  any  one  of 
the  States.  Some  of  them  have  not  even  informed  us  what  they 
intend  to  do.  The  Council  will  easily  conceive  the  embarrass- 
ment of  my  situation.  The  french  fleet  and  Army  momently 
expected  to  call  upon  me  for  information  of  our  prospects  and 
for  a  plan  of  co-operation.  America  looking  to  me  to  improve 
the  aid  which  our  allies  are  sending  us.  A  British  fleet  expected 
at  the  heels  of  the  French  fleet;  preliminary  measures  demand- 
ing an  instant  determination;  if  taken  replete  with  hazard 
and  involving  certain  disgrace  should  we  not  be  able  to  go  on 
with  vigor;  if  suspended,  losing  an  advantage  on  which  the 
whole  chance  of  success  must  in  all  probability  depend.  While 
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I  remain  unfurnished  with  means  to  begin;  uninformed,  with 
tolerable  certainty  of  those  which  will  be  put  into  my  hands 
the  time  they  will  be  ready,  and  consequently  unable  to  decide 
any  plan  on  reasonable  grounds:  I  see  the  best  oppertunity 
America  has  had  to  establish  her  independence,  fettered  with 
delays,  and  clouded  with  uncertainties,  which  will  not  permit 
the  most  sanguine  to  hope  for  such  an  Issue  as  vigor,  decision 
and  dispatch  might  have  insured.  With  every  sentiment  of 
esteem  etc. 

P.  S.  In  the  course  of  our  operations  a  number  of  seamen 
may  become  necessary;  I  request  to  be  informed  what  num- 
ber may  be  obtained  from  your  State,  on  what  terms  and  in 
what  time  after  notice  ?  Should  any  Vessel  arrive  in  your  ports 
with  any  intelligence  of  the  French  fleet  and  Army,  or  of  the 
British  fleet,  said  to  be  coming  out,  I  shall  be  much  Obliged  to 
you  to  send  me  immediately  as  precise  and  particular  an  ac- 
count as  you  can  obtain.70  [n.h.h.s.] 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Colo.  Deys,  July  4,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favs.  of  the  27th:  and  30th:  ulto. 
and  that  of  the  3d.  instant  covering  a  letter  from  Genl.  Heath. 
Mr.  Moylan  has  not  yet  come  in,  I  imagine  he  is  stopped  by 
the  heavy  rain. 

I  am  informed  that  General  Glover  had  missed  my  letter 
directing  him  to  stop  at  Springfield  for  the  purpose  of  receiv- 
ing and  forwarding  the  drafts  of  Massachusetts.  I  make  no 
doubt  but  you  have  sent  him  back  to  execute  that  business. 
I  have  written  in  the  most  pressing  terms  to  the  Executives  of 

70  In  the  writing  of  Caleb  Gibbs.  The  same  letter  was  sent  also  to  Jeremiah  Powell, 
President  of  the  Council  of  Massachusetts. 
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Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  to  collect  and  forward  then- 
drafts  to  the  place  of  Rendezvous  as  expeditiously  as  possible, 
from  whence  it  is  also  my  wish  to  have  them  come  forward  to 
their  respective  lines  without  loss  of  time,  that  we  may  endeav- 
our to  arrange  and  discipline  them  in  some  degree  before  they 
go  into  Action.  It  is  my  intent  to  bring  the  Regiments  as  nearly 
as  possible  to  a  level,  and  I  must  therefore  desire  you  to  attend  to 
this  point  in  the  distribution  of  the  Men  as  they  arrive.  Where 
a  predilection  for  any  particular  Corps  can  be  allowed,  without 
materially  affecting  the  strength  of  other  Regiments,  I  shall 
have  no  objection  to  indulging  individuals.  What  I  mean  is 
that  particular  Regiments  shall  not  on  any  account  be  com- 
pleated  and  others  left  in  a  situation  too  weak  to  engage  the 
care  and  attention  of  the  Officers.  I  am  &c.71 

To  COLONEL  JAMES  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  Col.  Deys, 
Bergen  County,  July  4, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  3d.  While  you  continue  on 
the  present  command  you  will  be  pleased  to  turn  your  atten- 
tion to  the  protection  of  the  country  and  the  well  affected,  to 
possess  the  pass  at  the  entrance  of  the  Clove  and  prevent  the  in- 
roads and  robberies  of  the  tories  or  Refugees.  You  will  also 
make  a  survey  of  the  Road  from  Ringwood  to  Junes'  and  make 
such  repairs  as  it  may  want. 

With  respect  to  Lt:  Welp's72  trial  it  has  not  yet  come  be- 
fore me.  And  as  to  your  Major's73  it  will  not  be  delayed 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"Lieut.  Anthony  Welp,  of  the  First  Canadian  Regiment.  He  ranked  as  a  captain 
from  November,  1778,  and  retired  in  January,  1781. 

73Maj.  George  Chadine  Nicholson,  of  the  First  Canadian  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1781.  Livingston  claimed  that  he  had  reflected  on  his  character  as  an  officer 
and  a  gentleman. 
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beyond  its  proper  place.  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  matter 
to  which  you  allude,  nor  is  it  necessary  to  anticipate  on  the 
subject,  till  you  can  be  well  assured  of  the  steps  best  to  be 
pursued.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  In  case  of  a  movement  of  the  enemy  the  pass  at  the 
clove  which  you  are  particularly  to  attend  to,  is  to  be  defended 
to  the  last  extremity.74 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Colo.  Deys,  July  4, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether  you  have 
any  and  what  prospects  of  procuring  the  several  Articles  men- 
tioned in  my  letter  of  the  31st  May;  some  of  them  are  so  mate- 
rially necessary  to  our  expected  operations,  that  if  you  do  not 
see  a  probability  of  providing  them  through  your  own  means, 
no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  making  specific  requisitions  from  the 
States  most  contiguous.  I  am  etc.75 

To  COLONEL  DANIEL  BRODHEAD 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  4, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  duly  received  your  favors  of  the  18th: 
March,  24th.  April  and  13th.  and  30th :  of  May.  It  is  much  to 
be  regretted  that  the  state  of  our  regular  Troops  will  not  ad- 
mit of  a  detachment  sufficient  to  reduce  the  posts  of  the  enemy 
to  the  Westward  or  even  to  undertake  any  thing  offensive 
against  the  hostile  tribes  of  Indians.  Militia,  besides  being  very 
expensive,  are  so  exceedingly  capricious  that  I  should  be  loth  to 
attempt  any  thing  with  them  which  depended  upon  more 
than  a  very  short  time  to  accomplish  the  object. 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
75  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  a  considerable  French  Land 
and  Sea  force  which  is  intended  to  cooperate  with  us  agt.  the 
common  enemy.  We  are,  for  this  purpose,  endeavouring 
to  draw  out  a  competent  reinforcement  of  Men  and  supplies  to 
enable  us  in  conjunction  with  our  Allies,  to  strike  decisively 
at  the  enemy.  I  fear  we  shall,  notwithstanding  the  emergency 
of  the  occasion,  fall  very  far  short  of  the  number  of  men  re- 
quired. I  mention  these  matters  to  shew  the  impracticability 
of  detaching  any  troops  at  present  to  the  Westward,  altho' 
I  look  upon  the  reduction  of  the  post  at  Detroit,  as  a  measure 
most  desirable;  and  without  which  I  believe  the  Savages  upon 
that  quarter  will  never  be  kept  in  proper  order. 

I  do  not  conceive  that  I  have  a  right  to  delegate  a  general 
power  to  hold  Courts  Martial.  There  must  be  an  application 
for  a  Court  whenever  particular  objects  present  themselves. 
This  may,  it  is  true,  in  some  measure,  delay  the  course  of  jus- 
tice, but  it  cannot  from  the  necessity  of  the  case  be  avoided. 
I  am  &c.76 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  4, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  Brigadier  General  Knox,  at  my  direction,  has 
made  out  an  estimate  of  military  stores  wanted  for  the  ex- 
pected co-operation  dated  the  3d.  instant,77  which  he  has  trans- 
mitted to  the  Board.  I  have  carefully  examined  it  and  find  it 
not  to  exceed  the  necessary  quantity,  nor  ought  we  to  under- 
take a  decisive  operation  on  a  more  contracted  scale.  I  must 
therefore  intreat  the  Board  to  employ  every  expedient  in  their 
power  to  procure  the  articles  demanded  agreeable  to  the  esti- 
mate, with  as  much  dispatch  as  possible.  The  expence  will  no 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
"In  the  Washington  Papers. 
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doubt  be  great;  but  in  a  crisis  like  the  present,  this  ought  not 
to  be  an  objection.  If  we  aim  at  an  important  object,  adequate 
means  ought  to  be  employed  or  it  would  be  unreasonable  to 
undertake  it;  if  the  means  cannot  be  furnished  we  must  desist 
from  the  undertaking;  I  therefore  intreat  the  Board  to  let  me 
know  what  they  determine  to  attempt  and  what  they  hope  to 
effect.  With  every  sentiment  etc.78 

To  SIR  HENRY  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  July  5, 1780. 
Sir:  In  Your  Excellency's  absence  from  New  York  I  had  the 
honor  on  the  2d  of  June  to  address  a  Letter  to  His  Excellency 
General  Knyphausen.  The  final  Answer  to  the  propositions 
it  contained  being  referred  to  Your  Excellency,  and  as  I  have 
not  been  yet  honoured  with  it,  I  take  occasion  to  inclose  You 
a  Copy  of  the  Letter  and  request  that  You  will  favour  me  with 
your  determination  on  the  several  points  to  which  it  extends. 
I  have  the  Honor  etc.79 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ISRAEL  PUTNAM 

Head  Quarters,  July  5, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  am  very  happy  to  learn  from  your  letter  of  the 
29th  handed  me  by  Captain  Humphry's 80  that  the  present  state 
of  your  health  is  so  flattering,  and  that  it  promises  you  the  pros- 
pect of  being  in  a  condition  to  make  a  visit  to  your  old  associ- 
ates sometime  this  campaign.  I  wish  it  were  in  my  power  to 

78  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

79  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

S0Capt.  David  Humphreys,  of  the  Sixdi  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  was  major  and 
aide  to  General  Putnam  in  December,  1778;  aide  to  General  Greene  in  May,  1780; 
lieutenant  colonel  and  aide  to  Washington  in  June,  1780;  resigned  in  April,  1783; 
presented  with  a  sword  by  Congress,  Nov.  3,  1781,  on  the  occasion  of  his  conveying 
to  Congress  the  British  standards  captured  at  Yorktown. 
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congratulate  you  upon  a  complete  recovery.  I  should  feel  a  sin- 
cere satisfaction  on  such  an  event,  and  hope  for  it  heartily  with 
the  rest  of  your  friends  in  this  quarter.  I  am  etc.81 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  5, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  favd:  with  yours  of  the  20th:  and 
30th.  ulto.  The  Ammunition,  The  Cannon  belonging  to  the 
Continent,  and  the  other  Stores  had  been  ordered  to  Spring- 
field, and  part  had  been  removed,  at  very  considerable  ex- 
pence,  on  account  of  transportation.  On  the  prospect  of  a  safe 
navigation  of  the  Sound,  I  directed  Major  Perkins  to  withhold 
the  removal  of  the  remainder,  but  to  deposit  them  in  places 
of  safety.  If  you  do  not  like  their  present  position,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  make  a  change,  and  order  a  small  guard  from 
Greenes  Regt.  to  secure  them. 

The  Resolution  of  Congress,  to  which  you  refer,  seems  clear 
and  explicit.  I  am  told  it  was  passed  to  prevent  persons  who 
had  been  in  office  from  drawing  subsistence  after  they  were 
out  of  service,  many  having  continued  to  do  so  for  a  long 
time,  under  pretence  that  their  accounts  with  the  public  were 
unsettled,  or  upon  some  such  pleas. 

General  Glover  has  returned  to  Springfield  to  receive  and 
forward  the  Massachusetts  Levies. 

I,  sometime  ago,  directed  Colo:  Greene  to  have  all  the  pub- 
lic Boats  collected  and  repaired;  you  will  be  pleased  to  enquire 
whether  it  has  been  done.  They  should  be  drawn  up  the 
River  to  a  place  of  perfect  security,  to  prevent  any  attempt 
upon  them.  There  had  been  a  quantity  of  platform  plank  and 

81  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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other  materials  provided  by  General  Gates  last  year;  you  will 
be  pleased  also  to  make  enquiry  after  them,  and  if  they  are  to 
be  found,  have  them  collected  and  held  ready  for  removal. 

I  hope,  from  the  accounts  brought  by  the  Vessel  from  France 
to  Boston,  that  we  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  the 
Chevalier  de  Ternay.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  6th.  I  have  just  reed,  yours  of  the  2d.  and  am  much 
obliged  by  the  intelligence  which  you  communicate.82 

[MS.H.S.] 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  near  Passaic  Falls,  July  5, 1780. 

Gentn:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  You  the  Arrangements 
of  Jackson's,  Webbs  and  Moylands  Regiments,  and  also  a 
List  of  promotions  to  be  made  in  Spencers  and  the  Three 
Regiments  belonging  to  Jerseys.  The  want  of  Commissions  in 
these  several  instances,  is  a  subject  of  pressing  application,  and 
in  many  of  them,  of  great  dissatisfaction  and  complaint.  I  in- 
treat  that  the  Board  will  have  them  made  out  and  forwarded 
as  soon  as  possible. 

With  respect  to  the  promotions  in  the  Jersey  Regiments,  per- 
haps strictly  speaking  they  should  have  received  the  approbation 

82  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

Heath's  letter  of  July  2  reported  that  a  French  fleet  of  7  sail  of  the  line,  5  frigates 
and  about  100  transports,  with  10,000  troops  on  board,  sailed  from  France  for  Amer- 
ica on  May  2. 

On  July  5  James  McHenry  wrote  two  short  notes  to  Col.  Stephen  Moylan,  by  direc- 
tion of  Washington,  requesting  him  to  encamp  in  the  rear  of  the  army  in  a  position 
calculated  to  afford  sufficient  forage.  He  was  also  to  establish  a  patrol  of  15  men  "to 
patrole  the  Country  from  the  little  falls  as  far  as  Acquackanack  bridge  to  Hackin- 
sack."  A  position  "  within  the  fork  of  the  river,  or  on  this  side,  or  on  the  left  of  the 
army"  was  recommended.  McHenry's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

Also,  on  July  5,  Richard  Kidder  Meade  wrote  briefly  to  Maj.  Henry  Lee,  that  Wash- 
ington desired  his  corps  to  remain  "where  it  now  is"  [Paramus,  N.  J.]  and  to  send 
out  a  patrol  of  15  to  patrol  the  country  "between  the  Camp  Hackinsack  the  New 
Bridge  and  paramus."  Meade's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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of  the  State  according  to  the  unhappy  regulations  which  have 
been  made,  but  the  service  and  discontents  of  the  Officers  will 
not  admit  of  the  delay  which  would  necessarily  arise,  if  the 
matter  were  to  be  deferred  till  the  Assembly  sits  next  fall, 
which  it  seems,  is  the  only  power  in  the  State  that  can  act  in 
the  Affair.  And  besides  I  am  informed  by  many  of  the  Field 
Officers  in  the  line,  that  one  of  them  waited  on  the  last  Assem- 
bly in  order  to  obtain  their  approbation  for  the  promotions, 
and  that  all  the  Members  to  whom  he  spoke  upon  the  occasion 
assured  him  the  business  would  be  attended  to,  but  by  some 
means  they  broke  up  without  acting  upon  it.  I  have  not  the 
least  doubt  they  intended  to  sanctify  the  measure,  and  I  am 
told  as  a  conclusive  Argument  upon  the  occasion,  that  upon  a 
subsequent  application  for  their  consent  to  some  New  appoint- 
ments in  Shreve's  Regiment,  founded  on  the  supposition  that 
part  of  the  promotions  now  requested  were  or  would  be  ac- 
tually made,  and  upon  which  the  New  Appointments  in  one 
or  two  instances  depended,  the  Assembly  agreed  to  it,  and 
determined  to  recommend  to  the  Board  the  Gentlemen  nomi- 
nated, to  be  commissioned,  I  most  earnestly  wish  that  Con- 
gress would  rescue  the  whole  business  of  promotions  out  of 
the  present  channel  and  the  hands  of  the  States.  It  is  so  com- 
plex, and  so  many  evils  result  from  their  having  to  do  with  it, 
that  we  are  getting  again  into  the  greatest  confusion,  and  in  a 
little  time  if  it  is  not  done,  our  situation  will  not  be  better  than 
it  was  before  the  Army  was  arranged,  and  we  shall  be  im- 
mersed in  all  the  mischiefs  which  prevailed  before  this  was 
effected.  The  nominating  for  New  appointments  is  all  the 
States  should  desire  or  that  ought  to  be  granted. 

I  have  been  honoured  with  the  Board's  Letter  of  the  24th 
of  June  and  with  the  extract  to  which  it  refers.  I  am  exceed- 
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ingly  sorry  for  Genl  Woodford's  indisposition  and  that  he 
should  not  have  been  able  to  obtain  leave  to  come  to  Virginia 
or  move  to  the  Northward.  I  do  not  know  what  can  be  done 
to  procure  the  indulgence.  There  is  no  way  that  occurs  to  me 
so  likely  to  effect  it,  as  for  him  to  get  General  Pattison83  who 
commands  at  Charles  Town,  and  who  must  or  may  be  ac- 
quainted with  his  situation,  to  interest  himself  in  his  behalf 
and  of  whose  humanity  and  politeness  I  have  heard  the  pris- 
oners have  spoken  highly.  It  will  be  a  fortunate  circumstance 
and  contrary  to  my  fears,  if  many  of  the  prisoners  should  not 
have  occasion  for  the  indulgence  he  requests.  Every  attention 
should  be  paid  that  our  circumstances  will  admit,  to  make 
their  condition  and  that  of  the  prisoners  at  New  York  com- 
fortable. I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  Upon  examination  I  find  there  is  a  point  necessary  to 
be  adjusted  in  the  Instance  of  the  Jersey  promotions,  previous 
to  the  List  being  forwarded.  The  point  is  now  before  a  Board 
of  Gl.  Officers  and  as  soon  as  it  is  determined  the  List  will  be 
transmitted. 

I  request  that  the  Commissions  in  the  case  of  Colo.  Jacksons 
and  Webbs  Officers,  may  be  made  to  run  "  appoint  You 

to  be  in  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colo  Henry 

Jackson"  and  so  in  the  case  of  Webbs;  without  mentioning 
that  they  are  of  the  Additional  Sixteen.  My  reason  is,  the 
States  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  have  agreed  to  adopt 
them  into  their  lines,  and  I  would  not  wish  Commissions 
dated  posterior  to  their  Resolutions  to  call  them  Additional ; 
nor  can  they  be  stiled  as  belonging  to  these  States  yet;  as  their 
annexation  has  not  taken  place.84 

83Maj.  Gen.  James  Pattison,  of  die  British  Army. 

84 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Wednesday,  July  5, 1780. 

Parole  Magnanimity.    Countersigns  Lincoln,  Lisle. 

Watchword  Persevere. 

Brigadier  General  Irvine 
Lieutenant  Colonel  North 
Brigade  Major  Van  Laer 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Thursday,  July  6, 1780. 

Parole  Acapulco.    Countersigns  C,  R. 

Watchword  By  and  By. 

Colonel  Hazen 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow  I  Lieutenant  Colonel  Hay 

Brigade  Major  Church 

Doctor  Hagan85  senior  Surgeon  in  the  General  Hospital  is 
appointed  to  do  duty  in  that  Capacity  in  the  Flying  Hospital. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Barber  is  requested  to  undertake  the  Sub 
Inspectorship  of  Hand's  Maxwell's  and  Stark's  Brigades. 

Two  Battalions  from  the  Line  to  manoeuvre  tomorrow 
morning;  Lieutenant  Colonel  Barber  will  attend  the  discipline 
and  Brigade  Major  Ross  the  Formation  of  them;  Colonels 
Shreve  and  Jackson  and  Majors  Parr  and  Hamilton  will  take 
command  of  them  under  Brigadier  General  Maxwell. 

The  First  and  second  Pennsylvania  brigades  give  the  Adju- 
tants and  Colours. 

An  Orderly  Serjeant  from  each  Brigade  to  be  sent  daily 
to  the  Orderly  Office  with  one  day's  Provisions  and  their 
blankets. 


85  Surgeon  Francis  Hagan,  of  the  Hospital  Department.   He  was  hospital  surgeon 
and  physician  in  October,  1780,  and  resigned  in  May,  1781. 
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AFTER  ORDERS 

A  Serjeant  and  ten  men  from  Maxwell's  Brigade  for  Fatigue 
Tomorrow;  they  will  be  at  the  bridge  near  General  St.  Clair's 
quarters  at  6  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  manoeuvring  Battalions  are  to  be  formed  in  the  field 
contiguous  to  the  Grand  Parade  half  past  4  in  the  morng. 

Colonel  Angell  is  appointed  to  command  one  of  the  ma- 
noeuvring battalions  vice  Colonel  Jackson  indisposed. 

To  CAPTAIN  WILLIAM  HELMS86 

Head  Quarters,  Col  Deys,  Bergen  County,  July  6, 1780. 
Sir:  As  there  are  valuable  stores  in  Sussex  Courthouse,  it  is  my 
desire  that  it  be  particularly  attended  to,  to  this  end  that  you 
immediately  make  application  for  a  proper  guard  of  militia  to  be 
posted  there,  to  prevent  incendiaries  or  the  like,  should  what 
you  already  have  be  insufficient  for  this  purpose.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  make  a  report  of  your  proceedings.87  I  am  &c.8 


88 


To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  near  Posaick  Falls,  July  6, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  by  this  morning's  Post,  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  dispatches  of  the  25th  Ulto 
which  have  been  presented  to  me  by  General  Lincoln.  The 
several  objects  to  which  they  extend,  will  have  my  considera- 
tion, and  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  informing  Congress 
of  the  result. 


86  Of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  First  New  Jersey 
Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  November,  1783. 

87Helms  reported,  apparently  (August  4),  that  the  guard  for  the  flour  was  then 
reduced  and  asked  permission  to  join  his  regiment.  His  letter  is  indorsed  by  Tench 
Tilghman:  "Ansd.  leave  to  join  his  Regt."  Helms's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

83  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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Since  the  Enemy  left  Jerseys,  their  main  body  has  proceeded 
into  the  County  of  West-Chester,  and  they  have  extended 
themselves  from  Philips's  across  towards  the  Sound:  in  which 
position  they  lay,  according  to  my  last  intelligence.  Their  ob- 
ject most  probably  is  to  forage  that  Country,  and  to  strip  it 
of  all  Supplies. 

We  have  not  yet  received  any  Levies,  except  between  thirty 
and  forty  from  Pensylvania.  This  is  a  most  painfull  circum- 
stance, and  such  as  keeps  me  still  unable  to  prepare  any  plan 
to  lay  before  the  French  Admiral  and  General. 

I  inclose  Your  Excellency  Rivington  and  Gaine's  New  York 
Papers  of  the  ist  and  3d  Inst.  Congress  will  find  in  the  latter, 
if  they  have  not  already  got  it,  a  Memorial  by  the  Empress  of 
Russia  to  the  States  of  Holland ;  The  substance  of  which,  she 
had  also  laid  before  the  Courts  of  Copenhagen,  Stockholm,  and 
Lisbon  on  the  subject  of  neutrality.  Also  a  Declaration  to  those 
of  London,  Versailles,  and  Madrid;  And  an  act  of  His  Britan- 
nic Majesty  in  Council,  declaring  Holland  to  be  on  the  footing 
of  a  Neutral  Nation,  not  privileged  by  Treaty.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.89 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  July  6, 1780. 
Gentn:  As  we  may  now  expect  that  Levies  will  be  coming 
in  from  the  States  in  a  little  time,  and  we  shall  have  many  occa- 
sional demands  for  Arms,  I  request  that  the  Board  will  be 
pleased  to  order  Three  thousand  Stand  compleat,  to  be  for- 
warded immediately  to  the  North  River.  For  fear  of  accidents 
in  case  the  lower  communication  should  be  exposed  by  the 
removal  of  the  Army,  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  that  one  half 
of  the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  should  be  sent  on  the  back 


'In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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route  to  New  Windsor.  The  Other  half  may  be  risked  on  the 
lower  one  leading  to  Kings  ferry,  from  which  the  person  hav- 
ing the  care  of  them  may  be  directed  to  depart,  and  to  gain 
the  upper  Country  should  any  movements  on  the  part  of  the 
Enemy  make  it  necessary.  Our  demands  for  Cartouch  Boxes 
it  is  probable  will  be  considerable,  and  in  this  view  I  wish  the 
Board  to  forward  a  large  number  over  and  above  those  which 
will  be  material  for  the  Arms  required.  I  have  the  Honor  etc. 
P.  S.  The  Arms  now  requested,  are  to  be  exclusive  of  those 
which  will  be  delivered  the  Pennsylva.  Levies,  and  which  I  de- 
sired Colo  Johnson90  to  obtain  for  them.  Altho'  I  have  recom- 
mended half  the  Arms  to  be  sent  on  the  back  Route  to  New 
Windsor,  yet  upon  second  thought,  I  am  of  opinion  that  they 
may  all  safely  proceed  by  the  Road  to  Kings  ferry  if  upon  their 
arrival  at  Trenton,  the  Conductors  hear  that  all  matters  are 
quiet  upon  that  communication.91 

*To  FIELDING  LEWIS 

Morris-Town,  May  5 [-July  6],  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Your  Letters  of  the  26th.  of  March,  and  fourth  of 
last  Month  came  safe  to  hand. 

With  respect  to  the  Lotts  I  purchased  at  Mercer's  Sale,  as 
I  have  no  Deeds  for  them,  nor  in  short  know  well  upon  what 
footing  the  matter  stands,  I  do  not  incline  to  give  any  assur- 
ance of  parting  with  the  whole,  or  part  of  them  at  this  time. 
What  may  happen  hereafter  I  am  unable  to  say,  circumstances 
must  govern. 

By  a  letter  of  the  5th.  of  Deer,  last  from  Colo.  Fairfax,  I  am 
informed  that  he  had,  in  consequence  of  my  earnest  request 
to  him  to  appt.  another  Attorney,  and  the  information  he  had 

60  Col.  Francis  Johnston,  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiment. 

91  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  and  Tench  Tilghman. 
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reed,  that  his  Estate  in  Virginia  was  either  confiscated  or  about 
to  be  so,  sent  a  power  to  Robt.  Carter  Nicholas,  Esqr.  to  take 
charge  of  his  affairs  and  as  I  had  also  wrote  to  Mr.  Nicholas 
on  this  subject  I  will  await  his  answer  before  I  do  any  thing 
respecting  Colo.  Fairfax's  business,  if  his  information,  or  ap- 
prehensions are  well  founded  I  should  think  it  a  cruel  pro- 
ceeding as  the  uniform  tenor  of  his  conduct  has  been  friendly 
to  the  rights  of  this  Country,  his  going  to  England  the  re- 
sult of  necessity  and  before  hostilities  either  commenced  or 
were  thought  of,  and  his  return  with  his  family  in  a  manner 
impracticable. 

Bergen  County,  Jersey,  6th.  July,  1780. 

I  had  wrote  thus  far  when  something  intervening,  I  was 
obliged  to  postpone  my  letter,  a  succession  of  business,  of  one 
kind  and  another,  occasioned  my  laying  it  aside  till  I  had  alto- 
gether forgot  I  had  begun  a  letter  to  you,  and  the  constant 
moving  state  of  the  army  since  the  7th.  of  last  Month  has  kept 
me  from  my  Papers,  and  from  the  discovery  of  my  havg.  begun 
a  letter  to  you  till  now.  This  much  by  way  of  apology,  if  the 
reason  is  admissible. 

The  Gazettes  will  have  given  you  an  Acct.  of  the  enemys 
movements  of  the  7th.  and  23d.  of  last  Month  from  Elizabeth 
Town-point,  and  of  their  having  taken  Post  there  from  the  one 
date  to  the  odier,  there  can  be  no  occasion  therefore  to  detail 
the  acct.  in  this  place;  but  I  may  lament  in  the  bitterness  of  my 
Soul,  that  the  fatal  policy  which  has  pervaded  all  our  meas- 
ures from  the  beginning  of  the  War,  and  from  which  no  expe- 
rience however  dear  bought  can  change,  should  have  reduced 
our  army  to  so  low  an  ebb  as  not  to  have  given  a  more  effectual 
opposition  to  those  movements  than  we  did;  or  that  we  should 
be  obliged  to  be  removing  our  Stores  from  place  to  place  to 
keep  them  out  of  the  way  of  the  enemy  instead  of  driving  that 
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enemy  from  our  Country,  but  our  weakness  envited  these 
insults,  and  why  they  did  not  attempt  at  least  to  do  more  than 
they  did,  I  cannot  conceive.  Nor  will  it  be  easy  to  make  any 
one  at  the  distance  of  400  miles  believe  that  our  Army,  weak- 
ened as  it  is  by  the  expiration  of  Men's  enlistments,  should 
at  times  be  five  or  Six  days  together  without  Meat;  then  as 
many  without  bread,  and  once  or  twice,  two  or  three  days 
together  without  either,  and  that,  in  the  same  Army,  there 
should  be  numbers  of  Men  with  scarcely  as  much  cloathing  as 
would  cover  their  nakedness  and  at  least  a  fourth  of  the  whole 
with  not  even  the  shadow  of  a  blanket  severe  as  the  Winter 
has  been.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  no  difficult  matter  to 
conceive  what  a  time  I  must  have  had  to  keep  up  appearances 
and  prevent  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 

It  may  be  asked  how  these  things  have  come  to  pass  ?  the 
answer  is  plain,  and  may  be  ascribed  to  want  of  System,  not  to 
say  foresight,  originally  (if  it  is  not  still  the  case  with  some) 
a  fatal  jealousy  (under  our  circumstances)  of  a  standing  Army, 
by  which  means  we  neglected  to  obtain  Soldiers  for  the  war 
when  zeal  and  patriotism  run  high,  and  men  were  eager  to 
engage  for  a  trifle,  or  for  nothing;  the  consequence  of  which 
has  been,  that  we  have  protracted  the  War,  expended  Mil- 
lions, and  tens  of  Millions  of  pounds  which  might  have  been 
saved,  and  have  a  new  Army  to  raise  and  discipline  once  or  trice 
a  year  and  with  which  we  can  undertake  nothing  because  we 
have  nothing  to  build  upon,  as  the  men  are  slipping  from  us 
every  day  by  means  of  their  expiring  enlistments.  To  these, 
fundamental  errors,  may  be  added  another  which  I  expect  will 
prove  our  ruin,  and  that  is  the  relinquishment  of  Congres- 
sional powers  to  the  States  individually,  all  the  business  is  now 
attempted,  for  it  is  not  done,  by  a  timid  kind  of  recommenda- 
tion from  Congress  to  the  States;  the  consequence  of  which  is, 
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that  instead  of  pursuing  one  uniform  system  which  in  the 
execution  shall  corrispond  in  time  and  manner,  each  State 
undertakes  to  determine,  ist.  whether  they  will  comply  or  not 
2d.  In  what  manner  they  will  do  it,  &ca.  3dly.  in  what  time; 
by  which  means  scarcely  any  one  measure  is,  or  can  be  exe- 
cuted, while  great  expences  are  incurred  and  the  willing  and 
zealous  states  ruined.  In  a  word,  our  measures  are  not  under 
the  influence  and  direction  of  one  council,  but  thirteen,  each 
of  which  is  actuated  by  local  views  and  politics,  without  con- 
sidering the  fatal  consequences  of  not  complying  with  plans 
which  the  united  wisdom  of  America  in  its  representative 
capacity  have  digested,  or  the  unhappy  tendency  of  delay,  mu- 
tilation, or  alteration.  I  do  not  scruple  to  add,  and  I  give  it 
decisively  as  my  opinion,  that  unless  the  States  will  content 
themselves  with  a  full,  and  well  chosen  representation  in  Con- 
gress, and  vest  that  body  with  absolute  powers  in  all  matters 
relative  to  the  great  purposes  of  War,  and  of  general  concern 
(by  which  the  States  unitedly  are  affected,  reserving  to  them- 
selves all  matters  of  local  and  internal  polity  for  the  regulation 
of  order  and  good  government)  we  are  attempting  an  impos- 
sibility, and  very  soon  shall  become  (if  it  is  not  already  the 
case)  a  many  headed  Monster,  a  heterogenious  Mass,  that  never 
will  or  can,  steer  to  the  same  point.  The  contest  among  the 
different  States  now,  is  not  which  shall  do  most  for  the  com- 
mon cause,  but  which  shall  do  least,  hence  arise  disappoint- 
ments and  delay;  one  State  waiting  to  see  what  another  will 
or  will  not  do  through  fear  of  doing  too  much  and  by  their 
deliberations,  alterations,  and  sometimes  refusals  to  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  Congress,  after  that  Congress  have 
spent  months  in  reconciling  (as  far  as  it  is  possible)  jarring 
Interests  in  order  to  frame  their  resolutions  as  far  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  will  admit,  upon  principles  of  equality. 
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There  is  another  source  from  whence  much  of  our  present 
distress,  and  past  difficulties  have  flowed;  and  that  is  the  hope 
and  expectation  which  siezes  the  States,  and  Congress  towards 
the  close  of  every  year,  that  Peace  must  take  place  in  this  Win- 
ter, this  never  fails  to  produce  an  apathy  which  lulls  them 
into  ease  and  security,  and  involves  the  most  distressing  conse- 
quences at  the  opening  of  every  Campaign.  We  may  rely 
upon  it,  that  we  shall  never  have  Peace  till  the  enemy  are  con- 
vinced that  we  are  in  a  condition  to  carry  on  the  War.  It  is 
no  new  maxim  in  politics  that  for  a  nation  to  obtain  Peace,  or 
insure  it,  It  must  be  prepared  for  War. 

But  it  is  time  for  me  to  recollect  myself,  and  quit  a  subject 
which  would  require  a  folio  volume  to  illucidate,  and  expose 
the  folly  of  our  measures.  To  rectify  past  blunders  is  impos- 
sible, but  we  might  profit  by  the  experience  of  them  tho'  even 
here  I  doubt,  as  I  am  furnished  with  many  instances  to  the 
contrary. 

After  the  enemy  had  maneuvered  in  the  Jerseys,  not  much 
I  think  to  their  advantage  or  credit,  they,  as  you  may  have  seen 
by  the  accts.  published,  suddenly  left  the  State  and  by  their 
movements  seemed  to  threaten  our  Posts  on  the  North  River; 
this,  as  we  were  apprehensive  of  them  before,  induced  us  to 
make  such  advances  that  way  as  gave  us  a  moral  certainty  of 
covering  and  securing  them;  whether  the  enemy s  plans  were 
changed  hereby,  or  whether  their  only  views  were  to  occupy 
certain  grounds  which  they  conceived  would  hereafter  be  of 
use  to  us  in  order  to  drain  it  of  its  forage,  I  shall  not  undertake 
to  say,  but  the  fact  is  that  after  being  on  board  their  Vessells 
two  and  three  days  in  the  No.  River  they  disembarked,  about 
four  Miles  above  Kings  bridge  and  Incamped  across  from 
thence  over  to  the  East  river  or  Sound  where  they  have  lain 
ever  since  foraging;  finding  this  to  be  the  case,  and  knowing 
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it  was  not  in  my  power  to  dislodge  them,  I  came  to  this  place 
to  refresh  my  Troops,  wait  the  expected  reinforcements  by 
Drafts,  and  the  arrival  of  the  french  fleet;  thus  the  matter 
stands  at  presents.  What  events  may  cast  up  hereafter  the 
Womb  of  time  must  discover. 

Letters  of  this  length  will  be  the  best  apology  I  can  make 
for  the  infrequency  of  them,  for  were  they  not  rare,  they  would 
be  insufferable.  My  best  Affections  attends  my  Sister  and  the 
Family,  with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  regard,  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  You  will  be  so  good  as  to  let  the  Inclosed  Letters  be 
properly  forwarded.  [n.  y.  h.  s.] 

*To  JOHN  AUGUSTINE  WASHINGTON 

Morris-Town,  June  6  [—July  6,]  1780. 

My  dear  Brother:  Your  letter  of  the  10th.  of  March  came 
safe,  but  was  rather  long  on  its  passage.  I  have  also  received 
the  other  letter  refered  to,  dated  at  Mt.  Vernon  last  fall.  I  do 
not  at  this  time  recollect  the  date  of  my  last  letter  to  you,  be- 
cause, however  agreeable  it  may  be  to  me,  I  have  little  leizure 
for  private  corrispondencies  being,  in  a  manner,  wearied 
to  death  by  the  multiplicity  of  public  matters  I  am  obliged  to 
attend  to.  I  can  only  say,  and  I  say  it  with  much  truth,  that  I 
derive  much  pleasure  in  hearing  from  you,  although  it  is  not 
in  my  power  to  response  as  often  as  I  could  wish. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  you  did  not  dispose  of  your  land, 
the  Paper  currency  of  this  Continent  has,  for  sometime  past, 
been  upon  too  fluctuating  a  scale  to  receive  in  return  for  real 
property,  unless  it  was  to  be  bartered  off  immediately  for 
something  else  of  permanent  value.  To  say  when  the  hour  of 
apreciation  will  arrive,  is  (if  not  beyond  the  reach  of  human 
ken)  very  difficult;  it  depends  upon  a  variety  of  causes;  more 
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virtue;  more  exertion;  more  ceconomy  and  a  better  knowl- 
edge of  our  true  situation.  While  the  interested  man,  who 
makes  every  thing  yield  to  his  lust  for  gain,  the  Speculator, 
which  is  only  another  term  for  the  same  thing,  and  the  dis- 
affected, though  acting  upon  different  principles  to  effect  the 
same  end,  are  practising  every  art  that  human  craft  and  cun- 
ning can  devise  to  counteract  the  struggles  of  the  virtuous 
part  of  the  community  I  think  our  money  is  upon  too  un- 
stable a  footing  and  fluctuating  to  part  with  Land  for,  when 
the  latter  we  are  certain  will  become  more  valuable  every  day. 
It  ever  was  my  opinion,  though  candor  obliges  me  to  confess 
it  is  not  consistent  with  national  policy,  to  have  my  property 
as  much  as  possible  in  Lands.  I  have  seen  no  cause  to  change 
this  opinion;  but  abundant  reason  to  confirm  me  in  it;  being 
persuaded  that  a  few  years  Peace  will  inundate  these  States 
with  emigrants  and  of  course  enhaunce  the  price  of  Land, 
far  above  the  comn.  Intt.  of  Money. 

July  6th.  1780. 
I  begun  this  letter,  and  had  written  nearly  thus  far  when 
advice  came  to  me  that  the  enemy  had  landed  at  Elizabeth 
Town  point,  and  was  advancing  in  force  upon  us.  Unable  as  we 
were  to  oppose  them,  I  thought  it  best  to  put  on  a  good  counte- 
nance and  advance  towards  them;  which  being  done;  and  the 
partial  engagements  which  followed  being  published,  makes 
it  unnecessary  for  me  to  detail  them  again.  It  is  to  be  la- 
mented, bitterly  lamented,  and  in  the  anguish  of  Soul  I  do 
lament,  that  our  fatal  and  accursed  policy  should  bring  the 
6th.  of  June  upon  us  and  not  a  single  recruit  to  the  Army, 
tho'  the  consequences  were  foretold  last  Fall,  and  pressed  with 
as  much  precision  as  if  the  opinion  had  been  the  result  of  in- 
spiration; but  it  has  ever  been  our  conduct  and  misfortune  to 
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Slumber  and  Sleep  while  we  should  be  deligent  in  prepara- 
tion; and  when  pressed  by  irresistable  necessity  and  when  we 
can  delay  no  longer,  then  to  bring  ourselves  to  the  brink  of 
destruction  by  expensive  and  temporary  expedients.  In  a 
word,  we  have  no  system,  and  seem  determined  not  to  profit 
by  experience.  We  are,  during  the  winter,  dreaming  of  Inde- 
pendance  and  Peace,  without  using  the  means  to  become  so. 
In  the  Spring,  when  our  Recruits  should  be  with  the  Army 
and  in  training,  we  have  just  discovered  the  necessity  of  call- 
ing for  them,  and  by  the  Fall,  after  a  distresed,  and  inglorious 
campaign  for  want  of  them,  we  begin  to  get  a  few  men,  which 
come  in  just  time  enough  to  eat  our  Provisions,  and  consume 
our  Stores  without  rendering  any  service;  thus  it  is,  one  year 
Rolls  over  another,  and  with  out  some  change,  we  are  hasten- 
ing to  our  Ruin. 

To  tell  a  person  at  the  distance  of  three  or  400  Miles  that  an 
Army  reduced  almost  to  nothing  (by  the  expiration  of  short 
enlistments)  should,  sometimes,  be  five  or  Six  days  together 
without  Bread,  then  as  many  without  Meat,  and  once  or 
twice,  two  or  three  without  either;  that  the  same  Army  should 
have  had  numbers  of  Men  in  it  with  scarcely  cloaths  enough 
to  cover  their  nakedness,  and  a  full  fourth  of  it  without  even 
the  shadow  of  a  blanket  severe  as  the  Winter  was,  and  that 
men  under  these  circumstances  were  held  together,  is  hardly 
within  the  bounds  of  credibility,  but  is  nevertheless  true,  it  is 
no  difficult  matter  therefore  under  this  view  of  things  (which 
is  not  sufficiently  coloured  to  the  life)  to  form  some  idea  of 
my  situation. 

The  States,  under  an  expectation  of  hourly  succour  from 
France,  are  now  called  upon  in  pointed  and  pressing  terms  for 
Men  and  Supplies  to  co-operate  with  them;  but  in  what  man- 
ner they  will  give  them;  when  they  will  arrive,  and  what  may 
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be  the  result,  the  womb  of  time  only  can  reveal,  I  cannot. 
Our  whole  re-inforcement  as  yet  is  about  250  Men. 

The  Enemy  after  leaving  the  Jerseys,  made  demonstrations 
towards  our  Posts  in  the  Highlands  (on  the  North  River)  as 
if  a  visit  was  intended  them;  this  occasioned  my  moving  that 
way;  but  after  hovering  upon  the  Water  for  two  or  three 
days,  in  the  River,  they  debarked  on  the  East  side  of  it,  and 
are  foraging  that  Ground  which  we  ought  to  preserve  if  we 
had  the  power  to  accomplish  it;  meanwhile  we  lye  on  the 
West  side  of  the  River,  distant  from  it  abt.  18  Miles,  with  a 
view  of  refreshing  our  Troops,  waiting  the  arrival  of  the 
French-fleet,  and  our  own  Reinforcements.  My  affectionate 
regards  are  presented  to  my  Sister  and  all  the  family,  with 
much  truth  I  can  assure  that  I  am  Yrs.,  etc. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Friday,  July  7, 1780. 

Parole  Alexandria.    Countersigns  Narva,  Nile. 

Watchword  Look  about. 

Colonel  Chambers 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow^  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mentges 

Brigade  Major  Bradford 

The  manoeuvring  Battalions  which  were  to  have  Paraded 
this  Morning  are  to  parade  tomorrow  morning  at  four 
o'clock. 

A  Detachment  for  a  Week's  command  to  parade  at  6  o'clock 
this  afternoon  with  two  days  provisions  and  40  rounds  pr  man. 

Ensign  Bloomfield 92  of  the  3d.  Jersey  Regiment  is  appointed 
Adjutant  to  the  same  vice  Lieutenant  Sheppard.93 

82  Ensign  Jar  vis  Bloomfield,  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  ranked  as  a 
lieutenant  from  November,  1779,  and  resigned  in  October,  1780. 

93  Lieut.  Samuel  Shepard.  He  had  been  transferred  to  the  First  New  Jersey  Regi- 
ment in  July,  1778,  and  resigned  in  May,  1782. 
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A  Return  of  Shoes  actually  Wanting  by  the  Infantry  and 
Artillery  to  be  made  tomorrow  morning  at  Orderly  time  regi- 
mentally  digested;  as  the  supply  in  Camp  at  Present  is  small,  it 
is  expected  that  the  officers  commanding  Brigades  and  Regi- 
ments will  see  that  no  more  Men  are  included  in  the  Returns 
than  those  who  are  upon  the  Ground  and  in  immediate  want. 

The  Board  of  General  officers  appointed  by  the  Order  of  the 
3d.  Instant  composed  of  Major  Generals  Greene,  Lord  Stir- 
ling, Marquis  De  La  Fayette,  Brigadiers  General  Maxwell 
Knox  and  Wayne:  have  made  the  following  Report: 

"It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  this  Board  that  they  have 
not  powers  to  alter  the  standing  of  any  General  officers  differ- 
ent from  their  appointment  and  therefore  cannot  determine 
upon  the  Claim  of  General  Irvine  of  precedence  to  General 
Hand."94 

At  a  Division  General  Court  Martial  the  2jth  ultimo  Major 
Talbot  President;  Mr.  Swain  Clothier  for  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  Tried  on  the  following  Charges : 

Absenting  himself  from  Camp  without  Leave;  Neglect  of 
duty;  Abuses  in  the  Execution  of  his  Office  and  Fraud. 

Found  Guilty  of  the  first  and  second  Charges  being  a 
Breach  of  section  18th.  Article  5th  also  of  the  3d.  Charge  being 
a  breach  of  section  12  Article  1st.  of  the  Articles  of  War  (ac- 
quitted of  the  4th.  Charge)  and  sentenced  to  be  dismissed  the 
Service  as  a  Person  unworthy  the  Trust  reposed  in  him. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  and  orders 
it  to  take  Place  immediately. 

^Washington's  letter  of  July  4,  1780,  to  Greene  and  the  Board  of  General  Officers 
was  merely  an  inclosing  one,  transmitting  letters,  necessary  for  the  Board's  decision. 
This  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  This  Board  also  decided  the  rank  dispute  be- 
tween Maj.  John  Conway,  whose  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  dated  from  July,  1779, 
and  Capt.  John  Hollingshead,  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Regiment.  A  draft,  a  "state 
of  Facts"  in  the  case,  was  submitted  by  Washington  to  the  Board  on  July  4,  1780. 
This  draft  is  also  in  the  Washington  Papers.  (See  General  Orders,  July  7,  1780,  and 
Washington's  letter  to  David  Brearley,  July  7,  1780,  post.) 


1780]  FASCINES  AND  GABIONS  139 

AFTER  ORDERS 

While  We  remain  in  this  incampment  a  Corporal  and  four 
dragoons  are  to  mount  with  the  daily  Guards  and  will  receive 
their  orders  from  the  Brigadier  or  Senior  officer  of  the  Day. 

Colonel  Moylan  gives  them  Tomorrow. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  7, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  received  your  favr.  of  the  3d.  with  the  Returns, 
to  which  it  refers,  inclosed.  Colo.  Gouvion,  anxious  to  prepare 
Fascines,  Gabions  and  sleepers  for  platforms,  wishes  a  rein- 
forcement of  fatigue  Men,  to  be  kept  constantly  down  towards 
the  Village95  upon  that  service.  I  know  not  how  such  a  measure 
may  interfere  with  your  present  arrangements,  and  I  can  there- 
fore only  recommend  to  you  to  spare  as  many  for  that  duty 
as  you  possibly  can.  By  a  letter  from  Genl.  Parsons  of  the  4th. 
he  expected  1000  of  the  Connecticut  Levies,  in  the  course  of 
this  Week,  at  Danbury.  My  directions  to  him  were  to  forward 
them  by  divisions  as  fast  as  they  arrived.  This  I  have  repeated 
in  the  inclosed,  which  be  pleased  to  send  on.  Should  they 
come  in  according  to  expectation,  you  may  afford  Colo.  Gou- 
vion the  assistance  which  he  requires.  I  am  &c.9G 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  near  Passaic  Falls,  July  7, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  informed  there  are  two  Regiments  of  State 
Troops,  amounting  to  six  hundred  men  posted  near  Stanford, 
under  the  Command  of  Colo.  Willis;97  to  which  place  Major 

MThe  Continental  village  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson. 

88 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

97 Probably  Col.  Levi  Wells,  of  the  First  Connecticut  State  Regiment.  The  name,  as 
written  in  this  letter  sent  and  in  the  draft,  which  is  also  by  Humphreys,  may  be  Willis, 
Welles,  or  Willet. 
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Murnon98  has  been  sent,  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  fascines, 
and  will  stand  in  need  of  every  assistance,  which  can  be  af- 
forded him :  If  your  Excellency  will  give  directions  that  such 
of  these  Troops,  and  of  the  Militia  which  may  be  occasionally 
there,  and  can  possibly  be  spared  from  other  duty ;  should  be 
employed,  in  making  these  preparations,  it  will  be  a  very 
acceptable  and  important  service. 

Should  Major  Murnon  have  made  application  personally 
to  your  Excellency,  I  doubt  not  the  necessary  orders  are  al- 
ready given.  If  he  has  not,  the  pressing  nature  of  the  service 
is  such,  that  I  flatter  myself,  there  will  be  no  delay,  in  giving 
such  instructions  to  the  Commanding  Officer,  as  will  effec- 
tually promote  the  public  interest  in  this  respect.  I  have  the 
honor  etc." 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
SAMUEL  HOLDEN  PARSONS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  7, 1780. 

Dear  Sir :  I  am  pleased  to  hear  by  yours  of  the  4th.  that  the 
State  of  Connecticut  have  directed  one  thousand  Men  to  be 
added  to  the  number  for  compleating  the  Continental  Bat- 
talions. I  have  only  to  repeat  my  directions  to  have  the  Levies 
forwarded  from  Danbury  to  West  point  as  fast  as  they  arrive, 
that  we  may  lose  none  of  the  little  time  allowed  for  arranging 
and  training  them. 

By  a  late  letter  from  General  Heath  I  learn  that  the  Hermi- 
one  is  gone  out  upon  a  cruise. 

My  letter  of  the  29th.  June  will  inform  you  that  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  dispose  of  the  drafts  from  the  Connecticut  light 
Horse  agreeable  to  their  wishes.  I  am  &C.1 

^Maj.  Jean  Bernard  de  Murnans,  of  the  Continental  Engineers. 
"In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Library. 

1  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  DAVID  BREARLEY2 

Head  Quarters,  near  Passaick  Falls,  July  7, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  You  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
inform  me  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  at  what  time  you  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  of  Chief  Justice  of  this  State.  My 
reason  for  this  request  is,  a  Board  of  General  Officers  have 
determined  on  a  late  occasion,  that  Several  Officers  in  the  Jer- 
sey line  ought  to  take  rank  from  that  time,  and  that  reference 
should  be  had  to  You  to  fix  it.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.3 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

H  ead  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Saturday,  July  8, 1780. 
Parole  Paramus.    Countersigns  T.,  K. 
Watchword  Bombard. 

Colonel  Humpton 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Conway 
Brigade  Major  Ross 
A  Corporal  and  four  light  dragoons  from  Major  Lee's  Corps 
to  attend  the  Grand  Parade  tomorrow  morning  seven  o'clock. 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Colonel  Dey's, 
Bergen  County,  July  8, 1780. 
Gentn:  Inclosed  is  a  letter  from  Brigr  Gen  Knox  on  the 
subject  of  an  instant  provision  of  shot  and  shells,  and  propos- 
ing the  employing  of  Feash's  and  Ogden's  furnaces  for  this 
purpose.  As  the  matter  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  and  re- 
quires an  immediate  decision  I  intreat  it  of  the  Board.  And 

2  Chief  Justice  of  New  Jersey. 

*The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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should  no  arrangement  have  been  made  on  this  head  I  think 
these  furnaces  would  answer  the  intention,  and  should  be  en- 
gaged in  the  business  without  a  moments  delay.  I  am  etc.4 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Sunday,  July  9, 1780. 

Parole  Lancaster.    Countersigns  Lynn,  Nantz. 

Watchword  All  is  Well. 

Colonel  Shreve 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow^ Major  Thayer 

Brigade  Major  Van  Laer 

A  General  Court  Martial  of  the  Line  to  assemble  the  day 
after  tomorrow  to  try  such  Persons  as  shall  come  before  them. 
Colonel  Richard  Butler  is  appointed  President,  Lieutenant  Col- 
onel Olney,  Major  Edwards;  two  Captains  from  the  1st.  and 
2d  Pennsylvania  Hands  and  Maxwell's  Brigades  and  one  from 
Stark's  to  attend  as  Members. 

An  Orderly  Serjeant  from  each  Brigade  to  be  sent  to  the 
Court. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  is  desired  to  point  out  a  place 
for  them  to  sit  in. 

Application  to  be  made  tomorrow  morning  to  the  Deputy 
Clothier  General  near  the  two  Bridges  for  the  respective  Pro- 
portion of  Shoes  for  the  Troops. 

An  Adjutant  or  other  Commissioned  officer  from  Moylan's 
regiment  and  from  Major  Lee's  Corps  to  attend  at  the  Orderly 
Office  daily  12  oClock  for  Orders. 

Maxwell's  Brigade  is  for  the  present  annex'd  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Lord  Stirling's  Division. 


4The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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AFTER  ORDERS 

Two  Battalions  from  the  Line  to  manoeuvre  tomorrow.  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Harmar  is  requested  to  attend  the  Discipline 
and  Brigade  Major  Bradford  the  Formation. 

Colonels  Spencer  and  Craige  and  Majors  T.  L.  Moore  and 
Burrowes  will  take  command  of  them  under  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral Hand. 

The  Battalions  are  to  be  formed  in  the  field  contiguous  to 
the  Grand  Parade  half  past  four  in  the  morning. 

Hand's  and  Maxwell's  give  the  Adjutants  and  Colours. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  July  9,  1780. 
Dear  Sir :  You  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  the  Bearer  Mr.  Abra- 
ham Marlin5  with  two  Whale  Boats  well  armed,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sounding  Haverstraw  Bar.  You  will  not  let  the  persons 
who  are  to  go  in  the  Boats,  or  any  others,  know  of  this  business 
previous  to  its  execution,  for  should  it  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  enemy,  they  might  by  sending  up  a  Galley,  interrupt  it 
intirely.  I  am  etc.6 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  July  9, 1780. 
Sir:  In  answer  to  yours  of  this  day  covering  the  Letter  from 
Colo  Hay,  and  the  conditions  on  which  the  Artificers  at  Fish 
Kill  propose  to  engage  in  the  Continental  Service;  I  have  to 
request  that  you  will  give  Colonel  Hay  directions  to  engage 
them  without  delay  for  the  expedition  at  nine  shillings  and 

"Abraham  H.  Martlings,  pilot. 

8The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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sixpence  pr  day,  or  nine  Shillings  if  they  remain  at  any  Post 
above  the  Forts  on  the  North  River;  to  be  paid  in  Gold  or 
Silver,  or  other  Currency  agreeable  to  the  real  exchange;  with- 
out having  reference  to  the  Article  of  wheat,  the  price  of  which 
may  be  very  fluctuating  and  indeterminate.  They  will  likewise 
be  allowed  the  same  Rations  as  other  Artificers  in  the  public 
service  are  entitled  to.  I  am  &c.7 

To  FRANCIS  VAN  DYKE 

Head  Quarters,  July  10,  1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  22d.  28th.  and  29th.  last 
month.  The  intelligence  contained  in  the  two  latter  is  very 
vague  and  uncertain,  and  so  far  as  respects  the  Enemys  ships 
of  War  at  New  York,  exceedingly  incorrect.  If  you  cannot 
open  a  correspondence  with  the  person  in  New  York,  it  will 
not  answer  my  purpose;  for  I  can  every  day  hear  the  Stories 
of  ignorant  people  who  come  out  and  only  bring  such  infor- 
mation as  the  enemy  propagate  with  intent  to  deceive  us.  I 
have  sent  you  three  Guineas  by  the  Bearer,  [and  beg  you  will 
exert  yourself  in  endeavouring  to  obtain  intelligence  from  M. 
I  am  &c] 8 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  FORMAN 

Head  Quarters  near  Possaick  Falls,  July  10, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  Dispatches  for  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Count  de  Rochambaut9  and  the  Chevalier  de 

TThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

8  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tdghman.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the 
writing  of  Washington. 

"Lieut.  Gen.  Jean  Baptiste  Donatien  de  Vimeure,  Comte  de  Rochambeau.  He  was 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French  Army  in  America. 
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Ternay 10  or  such  Other  Admiral  as  may  command  the  Fleet 
expected  from  France.  Their  contents  are  of  the  most  im- 
portant and  interesting  nature,  and  I  have  to  request  the  favor 
of  you  to  send  them  on  board  the  Fleet  as  soon  as  possible, 
after  they  arrive  on  the  Monmouth  Coast  or  off  the  Hook,  by 
a  sure  and  expeditious  Conveyance.  If  circumstances  will  ad- 
mit, I  shall  be  happy  if  you  will  be  the  Bearer  yourself,  and 
that  you  will  upon  every  occasion  afford  our  Allies  such 
Assistance  as  may  be  in  your  power. 

Besides  conveying  the  Dispatches  to  the  Fleet,  I  am  to  en- 
treat that  the  moment  you  are  advised  of  their  arrival  You 
will  dispatch  a  Trusty  and  Safe  Express  with  a  Letter  to  Cap- 
tain Patrick  Dennis  near  Baskenridge  to  announce  the  same; 
and  also  Another  to  Myself.  I  have  no  scruples  in  making 
these  several  requests,  because  I  have  constantly  experienced 
your  readiness  to  render  every  good  Office  in  your  power,  and 
know  your  great  zeal  for  your  Country's  service.  I  am  etc.11 

To  COLONEL  ELIAS  DAYTON 

Head  Quarters,  Colo.  Deys,  July  10,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  favd.  with  yours  of  the  3d.  4th.  and 
7th.  Upon  your  representation  and  that  of  Mr.  Caldwell,  of 
the  exposed  state  of  Country  in  the  Vicinity  of  Elizabeth  town, 
I  have  ordered  down  your  Regiment,  for  the  purposes  of  af- 
fording protection  to  the  inhabitants  and  enabling  you  to  re- 
main with  safety  below,  to  procure  intelligence  and  put  Flags 
again  under  proper  regulations.  I  would  wish  you  to  station 
the  Regiment  in  a  place  of  perfect  security.  I  am  told  West 

10  Charles  Henri  d'Arsac,  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  Chef  d'escadre.  He  was  a  comman- 
dant of  the  French  Navy  in  America. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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Farms,  where  the  Brigade  lay  before  the  enemy  moved  out 
upon  the  6th.  of  last  month,  will  be  safe  and  convenient:  But 
I  have  directed  the  commanding  Officer  to  go  forward  to  you, 
when  you  will  direct  him  to  take  any  other  position  which 
you  may  deem  more  eligible. 

I  have  no  objection  to  the  plan  you  mention  in  your  last, 
for  sending  a  Man  into  New  York.  The  nearer  the  time  of 
expecting  our  Allies  upon  the  Coast,  the  more  interesting  it 
becomes  to  obtain  most  exact  intelligence,  and  you  will  there- 
fore be  pleased  to  exert  yourself  in  procuring  every  thing  ma- 
terial and  as  often  as  possible.  I  am  etc.12 

To  MAJOR  WILLIAM  GALVAN 

Head  Quarters,  Col  Dey's,  Bergen  Co.,  July  10, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  several  favors  of  the  2d  3d  and  13th 
of  June.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  intelligence  they 
contain,  and  should  any  thing  else  occur  worth  attention,  you 
will  be  pleased  to  forward  with  your  other  dispatches. 

What  further  instructions  are  necessary  at  your  post  are 
transmitted  you  on  this  occasion  by  the  Marquiss  la  Fayette. 

With  respect  to  the  infantry  the  army  has  undergone  no 
change  since  you  left  it,  and  I  can  only  remind  you  of  what  I 
have  said  to  yourself  on  this  subject.  I  am  &c.13 

To  NATHANIEL  SHAW 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  10,  1780. 
Sir:  It  is  more  than  probable  that  we  shall,  in  the  course  of 
our  expected  cooperation  with  our  Allies,  have  occasion  to 
make  use  of  the  Navigation  of  the  sound,  for  which  reason 

12The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
13The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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we  should  have  some  of  the  most  expert  and  trusty  pilots 
engaged. 

I  am  recommended  to  apply  to  you  Sir  to  undertake  this 
Business,  which  I  am  convinced  you  will  cheerfully  execute. 
You  will  have  only  need,  for  the  present,  to  fix  upon  certain 
characters  and  engage  their  promise  to  repair  at  a  moments 
warning,  either  on  board  the  fleet  or  to  any  place  to  which 
they  may  be  directed.  They  shall  be  amply  paid  for  their  time 
should  they  go  upon  service.  I  am  convinced  I  need  make  no 
apology  for  giving  you  this  trouble.  The  occasion  will  be  suf- 
ficient. I  am  etc.14 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters  near  Passaick,  July  10,  1780. 

Sir:  I  now  beg  leave  to  inform  Congress  that  since  my  Let- 
ter of  the  4th,  I  have  attended  to  their  dispatches  of  the  25th 
Ulto  by  General  Lincoln. 

At  this  time  I  do  not  think  that  the  circumstances  of  the 
Campaign  would  admit,  at  any  rate,  an  inquiry  to  be  gone 
into  respecting  the  loss  of  Charles  Town,  but  if  it  were  other- 
wise, I  do  not  see  that  it  could  be  made,  so  as  to  be  completely 
satisfactory  either  to  General  Lincoln  or  the  public,  without 
some  Gentlemen  could  be  present,  who  have  been  acting  in 
that  quarter.15  This  it  seems,  would  be  necessary  on  the  occa- 
sion, and  the  more  so  as  I  have  not  a  single  document  or  paper 
in  my  possession,  concerning  the  Departmt.,  by  which  the 
Court  could  be  enabled  to  form  a  right  conclusion  in  the  case. 
Whenever  the  business  can  be  undertaken,  I  should  apprehend 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"General  Lincoln  had  already  asked  for  an  investigation  of  his  conduct  of  the 
Southern  Department,  and  Congress  had  resolved  (June  23)  that  the  Commander  in 
Chief  should  conduct  such  an  inquiry.  This  inquiry  was  never  held. 
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it  will  be  requisite  for  the  Court  to  have  before  them,  such 
papers  as  Congress  may  have  respecting  the  Department,  and 
a  Copy  of  the  Instructions  and  Orders  they  may  have  been 
pleased  to  give  Genl  Lincoln  from  time  to  time,  and  of  their 
correspondences.  And  besides  these  reasons  against  the  en- 
quiry at  this  time,  General  Lincoln  being  a  prisoner  of  War,  his 
situation  it  appears  to  me,  must  preclude  one,  supposing  every 
other  Obstacle  were  out  of  the  question,  untill  he  is  exchanged. 
If  Congress  think  proper,  they  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  me 
such  papers  &c  as  they  may  have,  which  may  concern  the  mat- 
ters of  inquiry,  that  there  may  be  no  delay  in  proceeding  in  the 
business  when  other  circumstances  will  permit. 

With  respect  to  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  most  earnestly 
wish  that  Congress,  apprised  of  our  affairs  in  the  fullest  man- 
ner and  of  the  prospects  of  the  Campaign,  had  been  pleased  to 
determine  the  point  themselves.  But  as  they  have  not  done  it, 
and  they  have  thought  proper  to  refer  it  to  me,  I  cannot  but 
observe  if  motives  of  policy  are  ever  to  prevail  over  those  of 
humanity,  they  seem  to  apply  at  present  against  a  general  ex- 
change. As  to  Officers  their  Exchange  either  on  the  principle 
of  equal  rank  or  that  of  composition,  where  the  former  will 
not  apply,  confining  the  exchange  on  that  of  composition  for 
Officers  only,  is  favoured  both  by  policy  and  humanity,  and 
therefore,  in  every  point  of  light  it  is  to  be  desired;  and  there 
is  now  a  negotiation  on  foot  between  Us  and  the  Enemy  on 
the  subject  in  consequence  of  a  late  proposition  from  them, 
for  the  exchange  of  all  their  Officers  who  are  prisoners  of  War 
and  for  such  of  those  of  the  Convention  (Generals  Phillips  and 
Riedesel  and  their  families  excepted)  as  are  in  New  York  on 
parole,  for  an  equal  number  of  Ours  of  their  rank  and  in 
order  of  their  captivity,  which  if  carried  into  effect  will  give 
relief  to  a  few.  But  the  exchange  of  the  privates,  tho  strongly 
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urged  by  humanity,  would  certainly  be  against  us  in  a  politi- 
cal view.  It  would  throw  into  the  Enemy's  hands  a  very  re- 
spectable permanent  augmentation  to  their  present  force, 
already  great,  while  it  would  add  but  inconsiderably  to  ours; 
as  no  small  proportion  of  the  Men  we  should  receive,  would 
not  belong  to  the  Army  and  Many  who  should  at  the  time, 
would  probably  be  soon  released  from  it,  by  the  expiration  of 
their  Inlistments.  This  is  one  among  the  innumerable  ill  con- 
sequences that  result  from  short  inlistments.  Indeed  if  the 
case  were  otherwise  and  the  whole  of  the  privates  the  Enemy 
have  to  exchange  were  inlisted  for  the  War,  the  advantages 
derived  from  an  Exchange  would  not  be  equal  at  this  time. 
These  would  be  on  the  side  of  the  Enemy,  on  the  supposition 
that  offensive  operations  will  be  prosecuted  on  our  part;  as 
every  Man  given  them  would  in  such  case,  be  equal  to  Two 
received  by  Us,  on  the  lowest  scale  of  calculation.  These  con- 
siderations seem  to  make  the  release  of  the  privates  inelegible 
for  the  present;  but  Congress  will  decide  themselves  with  re- 
spect to  the  business.  If  they  think  that  their  exchange  should 
be  deferred,  or  if  we  should  not  be  able  to  effect  that  of  the 
Officers,  I  should  hope  every  exertion  our  circumstances  will 
authorise,  will  be  made  to  render  their  situation  easy  and  com- 
fortable. They  have  a  claim  to  this,  and  nothing  in  our  power 
should  be  omitted  to  effect  it.16 

General  Lincoln  informed  me  when  he  arrived  here,  that 
from  some  correspondence  which  had  passed  between  him 
and  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  he  hoped  his  exchange  might  be  ef- 
fected for  One  of  the  Major  Generals  of  the  Convention,  and 
for  this  purpose  he  wrote  to  him  just  before  his  departure  for 
Boston  with  my  approbation.17  The  proposition  falls  within 

"See  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  Aug.  7,  1780,  wherein  Washington  was 
authorized  to  effect  an  exchange  of  prisoners. 

"General  Lincoln  was  exchanged  in  November,  1780. 
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the  principle  of  equality  of  rank  by  which  exchanges  between 
us  hitherto  have  been  conducted,  and  his  release  will  not  be 
injurious  to  the  claims  of  any  other  Officer  of  Ours  in  captiv- 
ity, and  therefore  it  appeared  to  me,  not  objectionable.  I  hope 
it  will  be  considered  in  the  same  light  by  Congress.  I  have  the 
Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  I  forgot  to  mention  above,  that  one  of  the  Enemy's 
late  propositions  extends  to  an  exchange  of  the  Privates  in  New 
York.  This  I  could  not  effect  in  the  severe  weather  in  the  be- 
ginning of  Febry;  but  a  change  of  circumstances  has  since  dis- 
posed them  to  think  it  expedient  and  to  make  the  offer.  They 
affect  to  place  it  on  the  mere  footing  of  humanity.18 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  10, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  with  great  pleasure, seen  the  very  laudable  associa- 
tion of  the  Merchants  of  Philadelphia,  for  procuring  a  quantity 
of  provisions  and  Rum  for  the  Army.  I  am  well  persuaded,  that 
the  same  spirit  exists  in  those  of  the  other  considerable  trading 
Towns,  who,  perhaps,  only  want  being  made  acquainted  with 
the  distresses  of  the  Army,  in  Articles  almost  as  essential  as 
those  of  provision,  to  produce  similar  associations  for  the  pur- 
poses of  providing  such  matters  as  may  be  recommended  to 
them.  We  are  so  scantily  supplied  with  Marquees  and  Tents, 
and  have  so  little  prospect  of  procuring  a  sufficient  number  by 
the  common  means,  that  some  Gentlemen  have  suggested  the 
propriety  and  expediency  of  an  address  to  the  Merchants,  from 
New  London  to  Portsmouth  inclusive,  requesting  their  assist- 
ance at  this  critical  time,  and  giving  them  the  same  assurances 

18  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on 
July  17  and  referred  to  Thomas  Bee,  James  Lovell,  and  John  Morin  Scott. 
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of  reimbursement,  which  have  been  given  to  the  Merchants  of 
Philadelphia.  By  the  estimates  of  the  Quarter  Master  General, 
a  sum,  not  exceeding  forty  thousand  pounds  lawful  Money, 
would  make  a  sufficient  provision  of  Marquees,  Tents,  Knap- 
sacks and  some  other  Articles  in  that  way,  and  should  the 
mode,  I  have  hinted,  be  thought  advisable,  he  would  fur- 
nish the  proportions  which  each  Town  should,  in  his  opinion, 
be  requested  to  provide.  Some  private  letters  have,  I  believe, 
been  written  to  the  principal  trading  Gentlemen  to  the  East- 
ward on  this  subject,  which  may  perhaps  produce  an  offer 
on  their  parts;  but  I  am  so  exceedingly  anxious  on  account  of 
the  backward  state  of  our  preparations  of  every  kind,  that 
I  cannot  help  recommending  an  application  to  them,  notwith- 
standing, by  Congress  collectively,  or  thro'  their  own  Dele- 
gates, as  may  be  judged  most  proper. 

I  observe  that,  by  the  present  regulations  of  the  Bank  of 
Philadelphia,19  the  Funds  are  to  be  applied  solely  to  the  pur- 
chase of  Rum  and  provision;  but  if  an  application  of  part  of 
them  could  be  diverted  to  the  purchase  of  Tents  (the  materials 
for  making  which  I  am  told  are  plenty  in  Philada.)  it  would 
add  to  our  stock  in  a  very  little  time.  The  Committee  of 
Cooperation  have  already  recommended  this  deviation,  and 
I  beg  leave  to  express  my  concurrence  with  them.  I  have  the 
honor  etc. 

P.  S.  Inclosed  you  will  find  the  Qr.  Mr.  Generals  Estimates 
of  the  quantity  of  Tents  &c.  necessary;  their  Cost,  and  the  pro- 
portions to  be  drawn  from  the  several  towns.20 

19  This  proposed  bank  became  the  Bank  of  North  America. 

20  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  July 
13.  "Referred  part  to  Comee.  to  confer  with  inspectors  and  directors  of  proposed 
bank.  Remr.  to  Delegates  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and 
Connecticut." 

Quartermaster  General  Greene's  letter  to  Washington  (July  8)  proposing  a  plan  of 
obtaining  tents  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  The  estimate  referred  to  is  not  now 
found  in  those  papers  nor  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress. 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


152  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [July 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Monday,  July  10, 1780. 
Parole  Morocco.    Countersigns  P.,  N. 
Watchword  New  York. 

Colonel  Ogden 
Major  Torrey 
Brigade  Major  Church 
The  3d.  Jersey  Regiment  to  be  in  readiness  at  4  o'clock  To- 
morrow morning;  the  Commanding  officers  of  it  present  will 
call  at  Head  quarters  this  afternoon  and  receive  Orders. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

At  a  Division  General  Court  martial  held  by  order  of  Major 
General  St.  Clair  the  6th.  instant  Major  Grier  president:  Lieu- 
tenant Andrew  Lytel21  of  the  5th.  Pennsylvania  regiment 
charged  with, 

"  Issuing  State  Stores  in  a  partial  manner  and  for  refusing 
to  comply  with  his  Arrest  when  Arrested  by  Captain  Butler 22 
his  superior  officer." 

Acquitted  of  the  first  part  of  the  charge  but  found  Guilty 
of  refusing  to  comply  with  his  Arrest  and  sentenc'd  to  be  rep- 
rimanded in  Division  Orders. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  of  the 
Court  with  respect  to  the  Acquittal  of  Mr.  Lytle  on  the  first 
part  of  the  Charge  but  disapproves  it  with  respect  to  the 
reprimand. 

As  a  Person  employ'd  to  distribute  the  Stores  from  the 
State  Mr.  Lytle  could  only  be  Arrested  by  the  order  of  the 

"Lieut.  Andrew  Lytle.  He  was  transferred  to  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in 
January,  1783.  and  served  to  November,  1783. 

^Capt.  Thomas  Butler,  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  retired  in  January, 
1781. 
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commanding  officer  of  the  Troops  belonging  to  the  State  pres- 
ent or  by  those  of  the  Commander  in  Chief.  As  an  officer  in  the 
Army  Captain  Butler  not  being  his  commanding  officer  though 
a  senior  one  had  no  right  himself  to  Arrest  Mr.  Lytle. 

Superior  rank  without  Command  does  not  give  a  power  of 
Arresting  but  in  a  very  few  particular  Cases:  And  the  Gen- 
eral cannot  dismiss  this  Subject  without  expressing  his  sincere 
Wishes  to  see  Harmony  and  a  Spirit  of  accomodation  prevail 
thro'  out  the  Army  and  He  thinks  proper  to  add  that  He  has 
been  greatly  pained  to  find  of  late  that  there  have  been  but  too 
many  trifling  and  frivolous  causes  made  Subjects  of  Arrests  to 
our  great  disreputation  and  to  a  most  irksome  increase  of  duty 
and  where  Discipline  did  not  appear  to  be  much  the  object  or 
to  be  materially  concerned  in  the  Business. 

The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  ap- 
pointed President  is  to  assemble  tomorrow  morning,  the  hour 
appointed  in  yesterday's  orders  at  the  House  lately  occupied 
by  General  Irvine  near  the  Marquis's  and  General  Knox's 
quarters. 

Hand's  Brigade  gives  a  Captain  in  addition  to  those  ordered 
yesterday  for  this  Court. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Tuesday,  July  n,  1780. 
Parole  Hanover.    Countersigns  Haerlem,  Hull. 
Watchword  Be  Alert. 

{Brigadier  General  Maxwell 
Major  Trescott 
Brigade  Major  Bradford 
The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  presi- 
dent to  sit  tomorrow  morning  8  o'clock  at  the  Place  mention'd 
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in  yesterday's  after  orders:  The  members  are  desired  to  be 
punctual  in  their  Attendance. 

Mr.  Pomeroy23  Quarters  at  Mr.  Peter  Doreamus's  on  the 
Pompton  road. 

Major  Reid  is  appointed  Field  officer  of  the  Day  for  this  day 
vice  Major  Torrey  absent. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Order  of  the  12th.  of  May  last  relative  to  exercising  and 
Disciplining  the  Troops  is  to  be  strictly  observed  till  further 
orders  except  the  morning  exercise  to  begin  at  4  o  clock  and 
the  Troops  to  exercise  in  the  morning  by  regiments  instead  of 
Companies. 

The  greatest  Attention  to  be  paid  to  the  instruction  of  Re- 
cruits and  drafts  agreeable  to  Chapter  5th.  of  the  regulations 
also  the  manoeuvring  Battalions  instead  of  being  detach'd  from 
the  Line  to  be  furnish'd  by  Brigades  in  Battalions.  The  2d. 
Pennsylvania  and  Hand's  brigades  each  give  a  Battalion  of 
96  files  to  be  paraded  half  past  4  tomorrow  morning  at  the 
usual  place. 

Two  Field  officers  from  each  of  those  brigades  for  this  Duty. 
General  Maxwell  will  command. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Harmar  is  requested  to  attend  the  Dis- 
cipline. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters  near  Passaick  Falls,  July  11, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  Your  Excellency  that  it  is  a 

matter  of  great  importance  for  me  to  be  acquainted  with  our 

several  Harbours,  their  depth  of  Water  within  and  leading  to 

them,  and  all  the  difficulties  and  circumstances  attending  their 

23  Ralph  Pomeroy. 
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navigation.  At  present  this  knowledge  is  more  peculiarly  es- 
sential with  respect  to  the  Eastern  Ports  and  particularly  in  the 
instance  of  New  London.  In  the  course  of  our  operations  this 
Campaign  and  indeed  immediately,  this  may  be  of  the  greatest 
use.  I  have  therefore  to  intreat  the  favor  of  Your  Excellency  to 
furnish  me  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  with  a  correct  map  of 
that  Harbour,  in  case  you  have  one,  describing  in  a  particular 
manner  the  Channel  leading  to  it,  from  the  Sound,  with  its 
depth  and  width  and  such  obstacles  and  Shoals  as  may  attend 
the  navigation.  If  your  Excellency  should  not  be  in  possession 
of  a  map  that  will  answer,  I  request  that  you  will  be  so  obliging 
as  to  procure  me  one  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done,  and  if  it  should 
be  requisite,  even  by  an  actual  survey  and  sounding.  I  feel  my- 
self under  no  difficulty  in  asking  this  favor  of  Your  Excellency, 
as  you  will  perceive  at  once  the  necessity  there  is  for  my  pos- 
sessing the  information,  and  as  I  know  there  is  nothing  in  your 
power  which  will  not  be  done  with  the  greatest  chearfulness 
that  may  in  the  least  promote  the  Public  cause.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.24 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  u,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favors  of  the  8th:  The  State  of 
Massachusetts  having  adopted  Colo.  Jacksons  Regt.  and  di- 
rected it  to  be  considered  in  every  respect  as  belonging  to  that 
line,  it  in  course  becomes  intitled  to  a  proportion  of  drafts.  For 
this  purpose  the  Bearer  Capt.  Hunt 25  is  sent  up  to  receive  the 
number  which  will  fall  to  the  share  of  the  Regiment. 

24  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.   From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library. 

25  Capt.  Thomas  Hunt,  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  resigned  in  August, 
1780. 
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I  have  not  yet  reed,  the  Field  Return  of  the  ist.  Massachusetts 
and  two  Connecticut  Brigades  nor  of  the  Provision  in  the  Gar- 
rison. These  being  essential,  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit 
them,  should  they  not  have  been  sent  off  previous  to  this  get- 
ting to  your  hands. 

Be  pleased  to  forward  the  inclosed  immediately  by  Express 
to  Major  Talmadge  and  Mr.  Dobbs. 

A  Frigate  is  said  to  have  arrived  at  New  York  on  Sunday 
with  an  account  of  her  having  fallen  in  with  the  French  Fleet 
the  Wednesday  before. 

Should  this  be  true  we  may  every  moment  expect  to  hear 
from  them.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  Be  pleased  to  inform  me  from  time  to  time,  what  num- 
ber of  Recruits  come  in  and  from  what  State.26 

To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  July  n,  1780. 

Sir:  You  will  proceed  to  Monmouth  and  establish  yourself 
in  that  vicinity.  When  you  arrive  there,  you  will  see  General 
Foreman  who  is  charged  with  dispatches  for  a  French  fleet  ex- 
pected at  the  Hook  and  to  keep  a  look  out  for  their  arrival.  You 
will  give  such  assistance  in  this  as  will  be  necessary.  There  are 
some  pilots  who  will  be  stationed  down  there,  who  will  put 
themselves  under  your  protection.  Should  a  fleet  appear  which 
you  have  good  reason  to  believe  is  a  French  fleet  General  Fore- 
man and  you  will  immediately  go  on  board  with  the  dispatches 
and  offer  your  service  to  The  General  and  admiral  for  every 
thing  in  which  you  can  be  useful  to  them. 

You  will  instantly  impress  every  kind  of  refreshment  the 
Country  affords;  cattle,  vegetables  &ca.  for  the  use  of  our  allies; 

20  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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for  which  purpose  you  will  make  previous  arrangements,  and 
execute  them  in  the  manner  most  effectual  and  least  grievous 
to  the  inhabitants  giving  certificates  for  every  thing  taken. 

Should  there  be  any  state  troops  or  Militia  in  service,  not 
under  a  superior  officer  You  will  take  command  of  them; 
should  there  be  a  superior  officer  you  will  endeavour  to  engage 
him  to  cooperate  with  you. 

Advise  me  instantly  of  any  thing  important  that  happens  on 
the  Coast;  of  all  vessels  coming  in  and  going  out;  of  whatever 
may  be  doing  at  the  Hook,  and  in  the  bay. 

On  the  appearance  of  the  fleet  send  immediately  a  dragoon 
to  Hd.  Qrs.  and  another  to  the  Minister  of  France  with  advice 
of  the  arrival.27 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  n,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  As  we  may  every  moment  expect  the  arrival  of  the 
French  Fleet  a  revival  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Culpers 
will  be  of  very  great  importance.  If  the  younger  cannot  be  en- 
gaged again,  you  will  endeavour  to  prevail  upon  the  elder  to 
give  you  information  of  the  movements  and  position  of  the  en- 
emy upon  Long  Island;  as  whether  they  are  all  confined  to  the 
post  at  Brooklyn  or  whether  they  have  any  detached  posts  and 
where,  and  what  is  their  strength  at  those  posts;  in  short  desire 
him  to  inform  you  of  whatever  comes  under  his  notice  and 
which  seems  worthy  of  communication.  You  will  transmit  your 
letters  to  Genl.  Howe,  who  will  forward  them  to  me.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  desire  him  to  attend  particularly  to  the  provision  which 
they  are  making  of  Wood  and  Forage ;  and  whether  they  drive 
in  any  stock.28 

27  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

28  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  CAPTAIN  PATRICK  DENNIS29 

Head  Quarters,  Col.  Dey's  house,  July  n,  1780. 
Sir:  Upon  receipt  of  this,  you  will  be  pleased  to  repair 
to  the  station  of  rendezvous  for  the  pilots  in  Monmouth,  to 
which  place  Major  Lee  is  ordered  with  his  horse.  Perhaps 
you  may  fall  in  with  him.  It  is  essential  that  no  time  be  lost, 
as  it  comes  from  New- York,  from  tolerable  authority,  that 
the  French  fleet  is  near  the  coast.  You  will  take  with  you  the 
pilots  which  are  near  you.  I  am  &c.30 

IMPRESS  WARRANT31 

Head  Quarters,  Perackness,  July  11,  1780. 
From  the  Representation  that  you  have  made  me,  that  the 
horses  of  the  Army  cannot  be  supported  by  the  modes  pointed 
out  by  Law  and  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  impress  hay,  Grass 
and  Pasturage  in  the  vicinity  of  the  encampments  of  the 
Armies,  I  am  induced  from  the  necessity  of  the  Case  to  au- 
thorise you  to  impress  hay,  Grass  and  Pasturage  for  the  horses 
attach'd  to  the  Army  when  the  same  can  not  be  procured  in 
the  modes  pointed  out  by  the  Laws  of  the  States  in  which  the 
Army  may  serve  and  You  are  hereby  authorised  in  such 
Cases  to  impress  by  yourself,  Deputies,  Assistants  and  Forage 
masters,  so  much  hay,  Grass  and  Pasturage  as  may  be  necessary 


29 Captain  Dennis  was  then  stationed  at  Baskingridge,  N.  J. 

30 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 

"Addressed  to  Col.  Clement  Biddle.  Accompanying  it  was  a  note  to  Biddle  from 
Tench  Tilghman  that  the  warrant  was  "restricted  to  ten  days  because  there  is  the 
greatest  probability  of  moving  from  this  Ground." 

On  this  same  day  (July  n)  practically  this  same  letter  was  also  sent  to Capt. William 
Dobbs  at  Fishkill,  N.  Y.,  requesting  him  to  report  immediately  to  headquarters  and 
bring  with  him  "such  pilots  as  may  be  acquainted  with  the  navigation  into  the  har- 
bour of  New-York.  If  these  are  not  at  hand  or  in  perfect  readiness,  you  will  not  delay 
on  this  account,  but  direct  them  to  follow  you."  This  letter  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 
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for  the  support  of  the  horses  attach'd  to  the  Army,  provided 
that  the  same  be  taken  within  five  miles  of  an  Encampment 
of  the  Army  and  that  you  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  pre- 
vent Waste  or  unnecessary  Damage  to  the  Inhabitants  and  that 
Certificates  be  given  by  you  or  the  proper  Officers  under  you 
for  the  Value  of  such  Forage  so  taken  by  you  or  them. 

This  warrant  to  continue  in  force  for  ten  days  from  the 
date  hereof  and  no  longer.32 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  FORMAN 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  12,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favr.  of  the  9th:  and  am  obliged 
by  your  remarks  and  observations  upon  the  most  probable 
places  of  the  enemy's  endeavouring  to  obstruct  the  passage 
into  the  harbour  of  New  York.  My  accounts  from  thence  an- 
nounce the  approach  of  the  French  Fleet,  in  consequence  of 
which  Maj:  Lee  moved  down  to  Monmouth  yesterday  with 
his  whole  Corps  of  Horse  to  protect  the  pilots  and  to  keep 
open  the  communication  between  me  and  the  French  Ad- 
miral and  General  upon  their  arrival.  This  will  render  the 
hiring  of  the  persons  you  mention  unnecessary.33  I  am  etc.34 

To  ABRAHAM  SKINNER 

Head  Quarters,  July  12, 1780. 
Sir:  Inclosed  You  will  receive  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Loring,  the  British  Commissary  of  prisoners,  to  Yourself,  of 

82  From  a  copy  in  the  Toner  Transcripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  the  original  of 
which  was  said  to  be  (1892)  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

Also,  in  the  Toner  Transcripts  is  a  copy  of  a  duplicate  of  this  impress  warrant  to 
Biddle,  dated  July  22,  1780,  without  the  Tilghman  note,  from  an  original,  said  to  be 
(1892)  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania. 

33Forman  had  suggested  the  hiring  of  a  couple  of  horsemen  to  serve  as  expresses. 

34 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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the  2 1 st  of  last  month,  which  was  transmitted  me  by  Major 
General  Phillips  while  You  were  absent  from  the  Army.  You 
will  perceive  by  this,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  has  proposed,  an 
exchange  of  All  the  British  and  German  prisoners  of  War  in 
our  hands  (by  which  I  understand  from  the  subsequent  part 
of  the  Letter  that  Officers  are  only  meant)  according  to  the 
certified  Lists  settled  between  Mr.  Loring  and  Mr.  Beatty  at 
Amboy,  and  also  of  such  Officers  of  the  Troops  of  Convention 
as  are  in  New  York  on  parole,  except  Major  General  Phillips 
and  Major  General  de  Riedesel  and  such  Officers  of  their 
Families  as  they  may  chuse  to  retain  with  them,  for  an  equal 
number,  rank  for  rank,  of  the  Prisoners  of  War  in  their  hands 
on  Long  Island,  including  such  as  are  at  home  upon  their 
paroles  and  who  have  violated  their  paroles,  in  due  order  of 
their  capture;  and  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  has  agreed  to  ex- 
change Lt  Colo  Ramsay  for  Lt  Colo  Conolly.  I  accede  most 
chearfully  to  these  propositions  under  the  restrictions  after 
mentioned,  and  regret  that  Your  business  at  Philadelphia  has 
delayed  some  days,  the  necessary  measures  being  taken  to 
carry  them  into  execution.  You  will  therefore  pursue  im- 
mediate Steps  for  bringing  forward  All  the  Officers,  prisoners 
of  War  in  our  hands,  to  Elizabeth  Town,  and  will  effect  their 
exchange  as  well  as  that  of  the  Convention  Officers  in  New 
York,  save  those  excepted  above,  on  the  terms  proposed.  You 
will  inform  Mr.  Loring  immediately  of  our  agreeing  to  their 
proposal  on  this  head,  and  that  their  Officers  will  be  sent  in 
as  soon  as  possible. 

With  respect  to  the  proposition  for  the  exchange  of  Pri- 
vates, You  will  request  Mr.  Loring  to  favor  You  with  a  List 
of  their  names,  of  the  Corps  and  Regiments  to  which  they  be- 
long, and  of  the  place  and  manner  of  their  capture,  after  which 
you  will  receive  further  instructions  on  the  subject. 
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The  Exchange  of  Lt  Colo.  Ramsay  may  not  perhaps  be  in 
the  order  of  Capture,  but  the  State  of  Maryland  insisting  on 
it  for  Lt  Colo  Conolly  whom  they  took  and  claim  as  their 
prisoner,  it  must  be  made. 

That  there  may  be  no  misunderstanding  in  this  business, 
transmit  Mr.  Loring  in  time,  A  List  of  Our  Officers  whom  we 
are  to  receive  from  them  in  exchange,  in  which  you  will  take 
care  not  to  mention  Any  of  those  for  whom  we  do  not  con- 
sider Ourselves  accountable,  either  because  they  have  not  been 
determined  Violators  of  parole,  or  been  allowed  as  proper 
Subjects  of  military  capture. 

Lt  Governor  Hamilton  and  the  Officers  taken  with  him  at 
Detroit 35  can't  be  comprehended  in  the  exchange,  as  his  rank 
is  not  settled,  and  they  are  under  the  direction  of  the  State  of 
Virgnia. 

With  respect  to  the  Officers  taken  in  the  Eagle  packet,  the 
former  propositions  concerning  them  must  be  adhered  to.  Colo 
Webb  must  be  released  for  them  the  first  on  the  proper  ratio, 
and  the  remainder  be  applied  to  the  relief  of  Others  as  for- 
merly directed.  I  am  &c.36 

To  JOHN  MERCEREAU 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  12, 1780. 
Sir:  I  last  night  reed,  yours  of  the  8th.  with  the  two  letters 
from  your  correspondent  in  New  York;  desire  him  to  enquire 
very  particularly  into  the  truth  of  Allen's 3T  having  been  in,  and 
if  he  finds  it  to  have  been  so,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  the  plan 
of  operations  concerted  between  him  and  the  enemy  in  New 

35  Hamilton  was  captured  at  Vincennes,  not  at  Detroit. 

36  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original 
kindly  furnished  by  E.  F.  Bonaventure,  of  New  York  City. 

37 "Amicus  Reipublicae"  (alias  of  the  American  spy,  Abraham  Bancker)  had  re- 
ported (July  4)  that  Col.  Ethan  Allen  was  in  New  York  City  negotiating  with  the 
British.  The  report  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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York.  Inclosed  you  have  the  several  matters  which  I  would 
wish  to  be  informed  of  just  now.  The  following  is  what  the 
person  who  goes  over  may  communicate  to  General  Skinner: 
That  the  Army  lays  here  and  at  West  Point;  that  their  num- 
bers at  both  places  are  now  between  8  and  9000  as  Recruits 
begin  to  join,  but  that  they  do  not  come  in  so  fast  as  we  wished 
and  expected.  That  the  pilots  give  very  discouraging  accounts 
of  being  able  to  carry  the  heavy  french  ships  into  the  Hook.  If 
that  cannot  be  effected  either  Canada  or  South  Carolina  will 
be  immediately  attempted.  Certain  accounts  are  received  from 
the  West  Indies  of  the  arrival  of  twelve  Spanish  and  four  french 
ships  of  the  line  with  12000  land  forces;  their  object  was  not 
known  but  they  were  to  rendezvous  at  Martinico.  I  do  not  at 
present  recollect  any  further.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  There  seems  to  be  a  doubt  whether  there  is  more  than 
one  ship  of  the  line  at  New  York  the  Europa  of  64  Guns.  Be 
pleased  to  know  with  certainty  whether  there  is  another.38 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Wednesday,  July  12, 1780. 
Parole  Salem.    Countersigns  O.,  E. 
Watchword  Prepare. 

Brigadier  General  Hand 
Major  T.  L.  Moore 
Brigade  Major  from  Maxwell's 
brigade 
A  Collier39  from  each  Brigade  except  the  1st  Pennsylvania 
to  be  sent  to  Major  Bruen40  this  Afternoon. 
The  Post  office  is  kept  near  the  two  Bridges. 

38The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
39  A  charcoal  burner. 
"Mai.  Peter  Bryan  Bruin. 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 
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A  Noncommissioned  officer  or  Trusty  soldier  to  be  sent  from 
each  Guard  that  is  included  in  the  general  Details  to  the  Grand 
Parade  at  Guard  mounting  every  morning  with  a  Report  of 
the  same  and  to  serve  as  Guides  to  the  New  Guards. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Captain  McGowan41  is  to  do  the  Duty  of  brigade  Major  in 
General  Hand's  Brigade  'till  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandt. 
Butler's  health  permits  him  to  join  his  Regiment. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Thursday,  July  13,  1780. 
Parole  Bethlehem.    Countersigns  Bath,  Berm. 
Watchword  Stoney  point. 

Brigadier  General  Irvine 
Lieutt.  Colo.  Commdt  Hubley 
Brigade  Major  Van  Laer 
Major  Burrowes  is  appointed  Field  officer  of  the  day  for  this 
Day  vice  Major  T.  L.  Moore  Indisposed. 

At  a  Brigade  General  Court  martial  held  by  order  of  Briga- 
dier General  Wayne  the  12th.  Instant;  Colonel  Stewart,  presi- 
dent; John  Williams  Soldier  in  the  2nd. Pennsylvania  Regiment 
Tried  for  Deserting  to  the  Enemy  and  bearing  Arms  in  their 
Service.  Pled  Guilty. 

The  Court  Sentence  him  to  suffer  Death,  (more  than  two 
thirds  agreeing  thereto)  but  from  his  Youth  and  former  good 
Character  the  Court  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence:  but  in 
Consequence  of  the  Court's  Recommendation  and  for  the 

**Maj.  John  McGowan. 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 
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reasons  they  have  assigned  the  General  thinks  proper  to  pardon 
the  Prisoner  and  he  is  pardoned  accordingly  and  to  be  released 
from  Confinement. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL 
JONATHAN  JOHNSON42 

Head  Quarters  near  Passaic  Falls,  July  13, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  the  8th.  Inst,  together  with  the 
resignations  of  Captain  Lacey43  and  Lieutenant  Palmer.44 

At  such  a  period  as  this,  after  the  Army  has  actually  taken 
the  field,  when  the  Battalions  will  probably  be  recruited  to  the 
establishment  and  officers  of  experience  and  reputation  will  be 
extremely  necessary;  No  reasons  but  those  arising  from  the 
most  absolute  necessity  can  justify  any  one  in  asking  a  dismis- 
sion from  the  Service. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  wish  you  to  use  your  utmost 
influence  with  the  Gentlemen  in  question,  not  to  insist  on  a 
discharge  before  the  conclusion  of  the  Campaign.  The  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  the  good  of  the  service,  and  their  own  personal 
reputation  will  strongly  enforce  your  request. 

If  after  all  that  can  be  said  they  persist  in  their  resolution  of 
leaving  the  service,  their  resignations  will  be  accepted.  I  am  &c. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Head  Quarters,  Col  Deys,  Bergen  County,  July  13, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  have  received  your  two  favors  of  the  6th.  and  that 
of  the  9th.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to  find  that  you  are  appointed 

42  Of  the  Fifth  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Connecticut 
Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

^Capt.  Josiah  Lacey,  of  the  Fifth  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  resigned  July  20, 1780. 

**  Lieut.  Edward  Palmer,  of  the  Fifth  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  had  been  wounded 
at  Stony  Point  in  July,  1779,  and  resigned  July  20,  1780. 
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State  agent,  for  the  procuring  the  Quota  of  supplies  required 
by  Congress  by  their  requisition  of  February  last;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  of  the  execution  of  this  office  in  your  hands,  being  pro- 
motive of  the  public  good  and  honorable  to  yourself. 

With  regard  to  the  places  for  deposit,  those  fixed  on  in  con- 
sequence of  that  requisition,  were  Fort  Schuyler,  Albany, 
Claverac,  Fish-kill,  Fish-kill  landing,  and  West-point.  I  do 
not  however  absolutely  confine  you  to  these,  but  leave  your 
judgment  to  be  directed  by  circumstances.  I  would  only  ob- 
serve, that  if  you  are  obliged  to  make  any  changes,  still  your 
magazines  should  be  as  near  the  North-River  as  possible,  that 
the  provisions  may  have  the  greatest  chance  for  the  most  ex- 
peditious conveyance  to  this  army.  All  deposits  except  that  at 
Fort  Schuyler  should  be  ordered  on  this  principle.  But  as  we 
may  not  have  it  in  our  power  to  supply  this  garrison,  in  every 
juncture,  you  will  therefore  have  it  provided  with  all  practica- 
ble dispatch,  with  provisions  for  400  men  for  four  months. 

The  strength  of  the  army,  and  the  objects  we  have  in  contem- 
plation, will  not  permit  of  any  promises  on  the  head  which  you 
have  mentioned.45  Nothing,  however,  in  our  power,  shall  be 
overlooked  that  may  tend  to  the  protection  of  the  people  of 
Tryon  County.  I  am  &c.46 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COOPERATION 

Head  Quarters,  July  13, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  We  have  received  intelligence  through  different 
channels  from  New  York,  that  The  Guadaloupe  had  arrived 
there  on  Sunday  morning,  and  brought  an  account  that  she  had 

45  Hay  had  suggested  that  a  large  quantity  of  grain  could  be  obtained  from  Tryon 
County  in  return  for  military  protection. 

**The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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fallen  in  with  a  large  French  fleet  consisting  of  several  sail  of 
the  line  and  a  number  of  transports  between  the  Capes  of  Vir- 
ginia and  Delaware.  This  intelligence  has  every  appearance  of 
authenticity;  and,  if  true,  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  on  the  coast 
may  instantly  be  looked  for.  This  indeed  must  be  the  case  at 
any  rate  from  the  time,  they  are  said  to  have  sailed. 

It  cannot  be  too  much  lamented,  that  our  preparations  are 
still  so  greatly  behind-hand.  Not  a  thousand  men  that  I  have 
heard  of,  have  yet  joined  the  army;  and  in  all  probability  the 
period  for  commencing  our  operations  is  at  hand.  I  am  happy 
to  learn,  that  a  spirit  of  animation  has  diffused  itself  through 
out  the  states,  from  which  we  may  expect  the  happiest  conse- 
quences. But  the  exigency  is  so  pressing  that  we  ought  to  mul- 
tiply our  efforts  to  give  new  activity  and  dispatch  to  our  meas- 
ures; levying  and  forwarding  the  men,  providing  the  supplies 
of  every  sort  required :  forage  and  transportation  demand  par- 
ticular attention.  After  what  had  been  preconcerted  with  The 
Honorable  The  Congress,  after  two  months  previous  notice  of 
the  intended  succour;  if  our  allies  find  us  unprepared  and  are 
obliged  to  wait  several  weeks  in  a  state  of  inaction,  it  is  easy  to 
conceive  how  unfavourable  the  impressions  it  will  make  of  our 
conduct.  Besides  this,  the  season  is  exceedingly  advanced,  a  de- 
cisive enterprise,  if  our  means  are  equal  to  it,  will  not  permit  us 
to  lose  a  moment  of  the  time  left  for  military  operations,  which, 
if  improved  with  all  the  vigor  in  our  power,  is  less  than  were  to 
be  wished  for  an  undertaking  of  so  arduous  and  important  a 
nature.  So  much  is  at  stake,  so  much  to  be  hoped,  so  much  to  be 
lost,  that  we  shall  be  inexcusable,  if  we  do  not  employ  all  our 
zeal  and  all  our  exertion. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  etc.47 

47  In  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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*To  MRS.  ESTHER  REED 

Head  Qrs  in  Bergen  Cty.,  July  14, 1780. 

Madam:  I  have  received  with  much  pleasure,  but  not  till  last 
night,  your  favor  of  the  4th.  specifying  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
scriptions already  collected  for  the  use  of  the  American  Sol- 
diery. This  fresh  mark  of  the  patriotism  of  the  Ladies  entitles 
them  to  the  highest  applause  of  their  Country.  It  is  impossible 
for  the  Army,  not  to  feel  a  superior  gratitude,  on  such  an 
instance  of  goodness. 

If  I  am  happy  in  having  the  concurrence  of  the  Ladies,  I 
would  propose  the  purchasing  of  course  Linnen,to  be  made  into 
Shirts,  with  the  whole  amount  of  their  subscription.  A  Shirt 
extraordinary  to  the  Soldier  will  be  of  more  service,  and  do 
more  to  preserve  his  health  than  any  other  thing  that  could  be 
procured  him;  while  it  is  not  intended,  nor  shall  exclude  him, 
from  the  usual  supply  which  he  draws  from  the  public.  This 
appears  to  me,  to  be  the  best  mode  for  its  application,  and  pro- 
vided it  is  approved  of  by  the  Ladies.  I  am  happy  to  find  you 
have  been  good  enough  to  give  us  a  claim  on  your  endeavours 
to  compleat  the  execution  of  the  design.  An  example  so  laud- 
able will  certainly  be  nurtured,  and  must  be  productive  of  a 
favourable  Issue  in  the  bosoms  of  the  fair,  in  the  Sister  States. 

Let  me  congratulate  our  benefactors  on  the  arrival  of  the 
French  fleet  off  the  harbor  of  New-port  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  10th.  It  is  this  moment  announced,  but  without  any  par- 
ticulars, as  an  interchange  of  Signals  had  only  taken  place. 

I  pray  the  Ladies  of  your  family  to  receive  with  my  compli- 
ments, my  liveliest  thanks  for  the  interest  they  take  in  my 
favor.  With  the  most  perfect  respect  etc.48 

48 From  a  photograph  of  the  original  kindly  furnished  by  Miss  Evelin  Bache,  of 
Bristol,  R.  I. 
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To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  July  14, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  There  is  expected  a  quantity  of  clothing,  arms  and 
amunition  in  the  French  fleet  for  the  united  States,  which  I 
have  requested  might  be  forwarded  to  New-London  under 
convoy  of  a  frigate  or  two.  I  shall  send  Mr.  Olney 49  to  receive 
it,  and  expedite  it  to  the  army.  But  as  the  Quarter  Master  Gen- 
eral has  no  means  in  his  power  which  could  procure  a  sufficient 
number  of  waggons  or  teams  in  time,  I  beg  leave  to  request 
your  Excellency  to  interpose  your  authority  to  furnish  them. 
We  cannot  commence  our  operations  before  we  receive  these 
articles,  and  with  all  the  exertion  that  can  be  made  they  will 
scarcely  arrive  in  proper  time  so  as  not  to  delay  us  considerably. 
I  therefore  request  your  Excellency  will  have  the  goodness  to 
give  the  matter  a  particular  attention,  that  it  may  be  conducted 
with  all  the  dispatch  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit.  I  pre- 
sume your  Excellency  will  think  an  impress  necessary  to  obtain 
the  waggons  or  teams  with  the  expedition  the  exigency  requires, 
and  will  give  your  orders  accordingly. 

The  succour  of  our  generous  ally  being  now  arrived,  I  doubt 
not  will  give  a  new  spring  to  our  operations.  Relying  upon  the 
zeal  of  the  States  I  shall  hazard  arrangements  with  the  officer 
commanding  his  Most  Christian  Majesty's  troops  for  com- 
mencing our  operations  at  a  very  early  period.  A  regard  to  our 
national  character  obliges  me  to  it,  and  I  hope  the  same  motive 
will  stimulate  the  States,  to  exert  their  utmost  activity  to  com- 
ply with  those  engagements  which  circumstances  compel  me  to 
enter  into  in  their  behalf.  The  success  of  our  measures  not  less 
than  our  honor  demand  it.  With  every  sentiment  of  respect  etc. 

^George  Olney.  He  was  auditor  in  the  Quartermaster  Department,  and  stationed 
at  New  London,  Conn. 
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P.  S.  Mr.  Olney  goes  directly  to  New-London,  where  I  shall 
be  happy,  the  person  Your  Excellency  shall  authorize  to  im- 
press the  waggons  may  meet  him.50 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  14, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  determined  upon  a  plan  of  operations  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  City  and  Garrison  of  New  York;  which  is  to  be 
carried  on  in  conjunction  with  the  french  forces  daily  expected 
from  France.  The  number  of  Troops  to  be  employed  upon  this 
occasion,  may  be  about  forty  thousand  men.  You  are  hereby 
directed  therefore  to  make  every  necessary  arrangement  and 
provision  in  Your  Department  for  carrying  the  plan  of  opera- 
tions into  execution.  You  will  apply  to  the  States  for  what  they 
are  bound  to  furnish,  agreeable  to  the  several  requisitions  of 
Congress  and  their  Committee  at  Camp.  All  such  articles  as  the 
States  are  not  bound  to  furnish,  which  will  be  necessary  to  go 
on  with  the  operations,  you  will  provide;  and  for  this  purpose 
you  will  apply  to  the  Treasury  board  for  the  requisite  supplies 
of  Cash. 

I  have  been  in  anxious  expectation  that  some  plan  would 
be  determined  for  Your  Department;  but  as  it  has  not  hitherto 
taken  place;  and  as  it  is  impossible  to  delay  its  operations  a 
moment  longer,  waiting  for  such  a  plan,  I  am  to  desire  you  will 
yourself  arrange  it  in  some  effectual  manner  to  give  dispatch 
and  efficacy  to  Your  measures,  equal  to  the  exigency.  Your 
knowledge  and  experience  in  the  business  will  be  sufficient  to 
direct  your  conduct,  without  going  into  more  particular  direc- 
tions. It  is  my  wish  your  provisions  should  be  ample,  as  noth- 
ing is  more  fatal  to  military  operations  than  a  deficiency  in  the 

50  In  the  writing  of  James  McHenry.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Library. 
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great  Departments  of  the  Army;  and  particularly  so  in  yours, 
which  will  be  the  hinge  on  which  the  whole  enterprise  must 
turn. 

The  Honble  The  Committee  of  Congress,  in  their  applica- 
tions to  the  States  have  requested  them  to  deliver  the  supplies 
raised  at  such  places  as  the  Quartr  Mastr  Genl  and  Commy 
Genl  should  point  out  for  the  Articles  in  their  respective  de- 
partments. The  Committee  informed  me  that  they  had  given 
you  and  Colo  Blaine  information  on  this  Head.  But  if  any 
thing  remains  to  be  done  in  it,  you  will  immediately  do  it;  and 
I  should  be  glad  you  would  see  the  Commissary  Mr  Blaine, 
if  present,  if  not,  Mr.  Stewart,51  to  concert  the  arrangement 
with  him. 

I  am  informed  that  there  is  at  Albany  a  quantity  of  Plank 
and  Timber  sufficient  for  constructing  about  forty  Batteaus 
which  may  be  procured.  If  you  have  not  a  sufficiency  of  Boats 
you  will  endeavour  to  procure  the  above  plank  and  timber. 
Genl  Schuyler  will  give  you  more  particular  information. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  July  14, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  send  Mr.  Olney  to  New 
London  to  receive  the  arms,  Cloaths  and  ammunition  which  is 
expected  there  by  the  French  fleet.  They  will  probably  be  con- 
voyed by  a  frigate  or  two,  to  the  Captain  of  which  Mr.  Olney 
will  apply  with  the  Inclosed  Letter.52  He  will  take  measures  to 
have  them  forwarded  to  the  army  with  all  possible  expedition, 
by  applying  to  the  Magistrates  to  impress  waggons  and  by 

"Charles  Stewart.  He  was  Commissary  General  of  Issues  of  the  Continental  Army. 
52See  Washington's  letter  to  George  Olney,  July  18,  1780,  post. 
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every  other  expedient  he  can  employ.  I  send  you  a  letter  to 
Gr.  Trumbull  requesting  the  assistance  of  His  authority;  but 
Mr.  Olney  should  be  doing  every  thing  he  can  in  the  mean 
time.  You  will  send  on  the  letter  by  an  express  with  orders  to 
make  all  the  dispatch  possible  that  the  Governor's  orders  may 
meet  Mr.  Olney  on  his  arrival  at  New  London.  I  consider  it  as 
of  very  great  importance  that  these  articles  should  arrive  with 
the  army  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Olney  in  his  way  may  call 
upon  General  Parsons  for  his  advice  and  aid.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  I  wish  the  ready  made  Cloaths  and  about  ten  thousand 
of  the  arms  to  be  first  forwarded;  the  materials  for  cloathing 
can  succeed  and  lastly  the  remainder  of  the  arms.53 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  14,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Congress  that  I  have  this 
moment  received  a  letter  from  Major  General  Heath  dated 
Providence  the  nth:  informing  that  the  afternoon  of  the 
10th:  the  French  fleet  arrived  off  Newport;  that  the  signals  of 
recognizance  had  been  made  and  the  fleet  was  standing  in  to 
the  harbour  when  the  express  came  away.54 

I  congratulate  Congress  on  this  important  event,  and  en- 
treat them  to  press  every  measure  in  their  power  to  put  us  as 
soon  as  possible  in  a  Condition  to  begin  the  intended  coopera- 
tion with  vigor  and  efficacy. 

I  inclose  a  plan  which  in  conjunction  with  the  Inspector 
General  I  have  framed  for  the  consideration  of  Congress.  It 

63  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

64  On  July  12  the  Comte  de  Rochambeau  wrote  to  Washington  announcing  his  ar- 
rival in  command  of  the  First  Division  of  the  army  of  the  King  of  France,  and  in  an 
accompanying  memorandum  stated  his  force,  exclusive  of  the  French  Navy,  to  be 
5,100.  Rochambeau's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 
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is  indispensable  the  department  should  be  put  into  full  activ- 
ity without  loss  of  time;  the  speedier  the  decision  the  better. 
A  large  additional  allowance  at  least  nominally  for  the  In- 
spectors is  proposed  but  it  is  a  very  imperfect  compensation 
for  the  additional  trouble,  and  unless  some  extra  privileges  and 
emoluments  attend  the  office  it  will  not  be  undertaken  by  Offi- 
cers of  Rank  and  abilities.55  I  have  the  honor  etc.56 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Friday,  July  14, 1780. 
Parole  Tartary.    Countersigns  Tweed,  Wolfe. 
Watchword  Bravery. 

Colonel  Jackson 
<  Lieutenant  Colonel  De  Hart 
Brigade  Major  McGowan 
Colonel  Spencer  is  appointed  to  superintend  the  Hospitals 
in  Jersey.  He  will  call  at  the  Orderly  Office  for  Instructions. 

Two  Battalions  of  Eighty  files  each  to  parade  at  the  usual 
time  on  the  manoeuvring  Parade  from  Maxwell's  and  Stark's 
Brigades  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Hand. 
Two  Field  Officers  from  each  of  these  Brigades  for  this  Duty. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Barber  to  attend  the  Discipline.  The  Sub 
Inspectors  will  in  future  attend  the  Discipline  in  Turn. 

No  more  Rum  to  be  drawn  for  the  Guards  or  Picquets  ex- 
cept in  rainy  Weather. 

It  was  omitted  in  the  General  Order  of  the  18th  of  June 
last  to  mention  that  the  Adjutant  General  and  his  Assistants 

05  A  copy  of  the  plan  of  the  Inspector  General's  Department,  in  the  writing  of  Richard 
Kidder  Meade,  is  filed  with  this  letter  from  Washington  in  the  Papers  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress.  It  is  indorsed:  "Read  July  17,  1780.  To  be  considered  on  Thursday 
next."  It  is  spread  on  the  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress,  dated  Aug.  24,  1780, 
and  as  adopted,  on  the  Journals  for  Sept.  25,  1780. 

60In  the  writing  of  Caleb  Gibbs.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  July  17. 
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are  to  wear  a  Red  and  Green  Feather  in  their  Hats  and  the 
uniforms  of  their  Corps. 

It  is  expected  that  the  Order  referred  to  above  will  be  car- 
ried into  immediate  execution. 


GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Saturday,  July  15, 1780. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

Watchword . 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


Colonel  Angell 
Lieutenant  Colonel  North 
Brigade  Major  Bradford 


AFTER  ORDERS 

Captain  Thomas  Campbell  of  the  4  Pennsylvania  Regiment 
appeared  before  the  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is 
President,  charged  with  unomcerlike  behavior  in  taking  a 
number  of  Men  belonging  to  the  6th.  Pennsylvania  regiment 
and  refusing  to  give  them  up  when  Demanded. 

It  appearing  to  the  Court  that  the  only  Cause  of  this  Trial 
was  to  determine  the  Property  in  the  Men  said  to  belong  to 
the  6th.  Pennsylvania  Regiment;  as  a  dispute  had  happened 
respecting  it  the  Court  thought  it  best  to  recommend  to  the 
Parties  to  have  three  officers  chosen,  not  belonging  either  to 
the  4th.  or  6th.  Pennsylvania  Regiments  and  leave  it  to  them 
to  determine  to  which  Regiment  the  Men  belong.  It  being 
agreed  to  by  the  Parties  the  Court  recommend  a  releasement 
of  Captain  Campbel  from  his  Arrest. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  of  the  Mode  recom- 
mended by  the  Court  and  Capt.  Campbel  is  released  from 
Arrest. 
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To  SIR  HENRY  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  July  15, 1780. 
Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  5th  Inst. 
Mr.  Pintard  has  requested  me  to  solicit  a  permission  for  Mrs. 
Pintard  with  her  family  and  Effects  to  pass  from  New  York  to 
Elizabeth  Town.  I  would  hope  that  this  matter  may  be  agree- 
able to  your  Excellency  and  that  Mrs.  Pintard  be  furnished 
with  proper  passports  for  the  purpose.  I  have  the  honor  etc.57 

^MEMORANDUM  FOR  CONCERTING  A  PLAN 
OF  OPERATIONS58 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  15, 1780. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  will  be  pleased  to  communicate 
the  following  Genl.  ideas  to  Monsr.  the  Count  de  Rochambeau 
and  the  Chevalr  de  Terney  as  the  Sentimts.  of  the  underwritten. 

1st.  In  any  operation,  and  under  all  circumstances  a  decisive 
Naval  superiority  is  to  be  considered  as  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple, and  the  basis  upon  which  every  hope  of  success  must 
ultimately  depend. 

2d.  The  advantages  of  possessing  the  Port  of  New  York  by 
the  Squadron  of  France  have  been  already  enumerated  to 
Monsr.  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  and  the  Chevr.  de  Terney, 
and  is  so  obvious,  as  not  to  need  recapitulation;  delay  in  the 
execution  of  this  enterprize  may  defeat  all  our  projects,  and 
render  the  Campaign  inactive,  and  inglorious. 

3d.  To  render  our  operations  nervous  and  rapid,  it  is  essen- 
tial for  us  to  be  Masters  of  the  Navigation  of  the  No.  River 

57 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

^Indorsed  by  Tench  Tilghman  as  above,  with  the  addition:  "given  to  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette," 
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and  of  the  Sound.  Without  this  our  Land  transportation  will 
be  great;  our  expences  enormous,  and  our  progress  slow,  if 
not  precarious,  for  want  of  Forage,  &ca.  &ca. 

4th.  With  these  Ideas,  and  upon  this  grd.,  it  is  conceived  that 
many  advantages  will  result  from  the  French  Squadrons  tak- 
ing possession  of  the  inner  [sic]  of  the  harbor  between  Staten 
Island  and  the  City  of  New  York;  and  detachg.  a  frigate  or 
two  above  the  Cheveaux  de  Frieze  [in  the  North  River  oppo- 
site Fort  Washington]  for  the  purpose  of  opening  the  Naviga- 
tion of  the  River;  shortening  the  Transportation  by  Land  on 
the  upper  and  lower  communication,  and  bringing  the  enemy 
to  an  explanation  respecting  Staten  Island.  Shipping  so  near 
the  Town  would,  at  the  same  time  they  coverd  the  frigates 
in  the  N.  Rivr.  keep  the  Garrison  in  Check,  and  be  more  likely 
to  facilitate  other  movements  of  the  army  than  if  they  were  to 
remain  at  the  hook  or  below  the  Narrows. 

5th.  Our  operations  against  the  Enemy  in  the  City  of  New 
York  may  commence  from  two  points,  to  wit :  Morrissania  (or 
the  heights  near  Kings-bridge),  or  Staten  Island;  both  have 
their  advantages  and  disadvantages;  but  under  a  full  view  of 
all  circumstances  the  preponderancy  is  in  favor  of  Morrissania; 
especially  since  the  generous  aid  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
has  come  by  the  way  of  Rhode  Island  instead  of  Cape  Henry, 
as  it  was  expected  they  wd.  do  and  touch  at  Sandy  hook  in 
consequence  of  advices  lodged  there. 

6th.  As  the  means  for  carrying  on  our  operations  are  not  yet 
sufficiently  appreciated,  nor  is  the  time  by  which  our  aids  will 
arrive  sufficiently  ascertained;  it  is  impossible  to  be  precise  as 
to  the  time  the  American  Troops  can,  with  safety,  Rendezvous 
at  Morrissania;  but  as  it  is  necessary  to  fix  some  Epoch  to  it, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  it  may  happen  by  the  5th.  of  August, 
I  would  propose  this  day  for  the  reembarkation  of  the  French 
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efficient  force  at  New  London  (if  they  should  have  come 
there)  and  that  they  proceed  up  the  Sound  to  Whitstown59  on 
Long  Island,  or  to  such  other  place  on  that  Island,  or  on  the 
Main,  as  circumstances  may  require,  and  the  Count  shall  be 
advised  of.  for  the  operations  against  the  enemy  depending 
very  much  upon  their  holding  all  or  dismantling  some  of  their 
present  Posts,  and  upon  contingencies  within  ourselves,  it  is 
not  possible,  at  this  time,  to  mark  out  a  precise  plan,  or  deter- 
mine whether  our  approaches  to  the  City  of  New  York  shall 
be  by  the  way  of  York  Island,  Brooklyn,  or  both,  numbers 
must  determine  the  latter  and  circumstances  of  the  moment 
the  former. 

7th.  It  must  be  clearly  understood  and  agreed  between  the 
parties  that  if  any  capitol  operation  is  undertaken  the  French 
fleet  and  Land  Forces  will  at  all  events  continue  their  aid  untill 
the  success  of  the  enterprize  or  until  it  is  mutually  determined 
to  abandon  it. 

8th.  In  all  matters  of  arrangement,  accommodation  &ca.  not 
repugnant  to  the  foregoing  ideas  the  Marquiss  (in  behalf  of  the 
United  States)  will  consult  the  convenience  and  wishes  of 
the  Count  and  Chevalier  and  will  be  pleased  to  assure  them 
of  the  disposition  I  possess  to  make  evy.  thing  as  agreebl.  to 
them  as  possible  and  of  my  desire  to  manifest  on  all  occasions 
the  high  sense  I  entertain  of  their  merits  and  of  the  generous 
aid  they  have  brought  us. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  July  15, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  received  yesterday  your  two  favors  of  the  nth 
instant.  The  latter  announcing  the  appearance  of  the  French 

69  Near  Flushing,  Long  Island. 
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fleet  off  New-port  harbour.  We  wait  anxiously  for  further  par- 
ticulars which  we  expect  to  day. 

Mr.  Corny  mentions  the  bad  state  of  the  road  of  communi- 
cation between  Providence  and  New-port.  It  appears  essen- 
tial, as  the  intercourse  may  be  great  on  this  route,  to  have  it 
attended  to.  I  would  wish  you  therefore  to  take  the  most  ef- 
fectual and  immediate  measures  for  its  repair.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  forward  Col  Greens  Regiment  to  the  army  as  soon  as 
possible  agreeably  to  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  June.  I  am  etc.60 

[MS.H.S.] 

To  LOUIS  DOMINIQUE  ETHIS  DE  CORNY 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  15, 1780. 

Sir:  I  had  yesterday  morning  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
favors  of  the  6th:  and  nth.  instants.  Give  me  leave  sincerely 
to  congratulate  you  on  the  important  intelligence  communi- 
cated in  the  latter.  I  am  anxiously  waiting  the  arrival  of  a 
second  express  to  inform  me  of  the  health  and  condition  of 
the  Army  and  Navy,  both  of  which  I  flatter  myself  are  good, 
from  the  shortness  of  the  passage. 

I  am  exceedingly  chagrined  at  the  account  you  give  me  of 
the  trouble  you  have  met  with  in  the  establishment  of  Hos- 
pitals. The  conduct  of  the  persons  you  mention  was  highly 
reprehensible61  and  justly  merits  the  censure  of  every  friend 

60  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 

61  "The  difficulties  encountered  in  this  affair,  arise  principally  from  Mr  [  ]  Man- 
ning a  Minister  of  this  place;  who  endeavoured  to  inflame  the  people,  to  persuade 
them  that  the  Town  would  be  infected  with  a  Contagious  disorder,  in  Consequence  of 
the  Establishment;  I  was  beyond  measure  astonished  that  the  two  Browns,  the  Broth- 
ers of  Colo  John  Brown,  publickly  opposed  it,  they  so  far  forgot  themselves  as  to 
declare  loudly,  that  they  hoped  the  People  would  blow  up  the  Hospital,  and  they 
threatened  the  Carpenters  who  were  at  work  at  The  College  with  the  loss  of  the 
Esteem  and  Custom  of  the  townsmen  and  Actions  of  Damages  at  Law,  if  they  con- 
tinued to  work;  nor  could  the  Workmen  (who  had  left  their  Business)  be  prevailed 
upon  to  begin  again,  untill  Bonds  of  Indemnification  were  given  them  .  .  .  this 
Strange  Conduct  is  totally  opposite  to  those  Sentiments  that  Unite  the  two  Nations, 
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of  the  Alliance:  But  I  am  convinced  you  will  not  draw  gen- 
eral conclusions  from  the  behaviour  of  a  few  ungenerous  and 
interested  individuals. 

I  have  written  to  General  Heath  and  have  directed  him  to 
take  effectual  measures  to  have  the  Roads  and  Ferries  from 
providence  to  Newport  put  into  repair. 

I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  arrangements  made  by  Doer. 
Craick  meet  your  approbation.  He  will  I  am  confident  think 
himself  amply  repaid  by  your  favourable  sentiments  of  him 
and  by  the  honorable  manner  in  which  you  promise  to  men- 
tion him  to  His  Excellency  The  Count  de  Rochambeau.  I 
have  the  honour,  etc.62 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  July  15, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  have  been  a  few  hours  since  favored  with  yours 
of  the  13th.  With  regard  to  the  maneuvring  the  troops  under 
the  circumstances  you  mention  I  think  it  may  be  instantly 
entered  upon,  as  you  are  of  opinion  that  it  can  be  done  with- 
out risking  the  safety  of  the  post,  or  that  its  garrison  will  be 
able  to  complete  what  still  remains  unfinished.  I  am  etc.63 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  July  15, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  The  period  for  commencing  our  operations  is  so 
near,  that  not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost  in  bringing  forward  all 
the  cannon  and  stores  in  our  possession  proper  for  a  siege 

and  too  full  of  Sedition  and  disrespect  to  be  tolerated  at  the  Instant  His  Majesty  is 
sending  assistance  to  his  Allies;  and  will  not  I  trust  be  pass'd  over  with  impunity."' — 
Corny  to  Washington,  July  6,  1780.  Corny's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

62The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

63  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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necessary  for  the  service  of  the  Campaign  to  the  North  River. 
New  York  will  be  the  object  with  an  army  of  30000  men 
which  you  will  receive  in  confidence.  I  request  you  will  take 
immediate  measures  for  the  above  purpose  and  apply  to  the 
Board  of  War,  to  the  Quarter  Master  General  and  to  the 
executives  of  those  states  where  the  cannon  and  stores  now 
are  for  the  requisite  assistance.  The  exigency  of  the  moment 
in  a  matter  which  is  essential  to  the  commencement  of  our 
operations  will  I  am  persuaded  induce  the  states  to  give  you 
instant  and  effectual  aid.  I  am  etc.64 

To  DANIEL  TILLINGHAST 

Head  Quarters,  July  15, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  June  last. 
However  disposed  I  might  be  to  serve  you  in  your  applica- 
tion65 it  could  not  be  done  without  an  officious  interference  on 
my  part,  of  which  I  presume  you  were  not  sufficiently  aware. 
Appointments  such  as  you  speak  of  rest  intirely  with  our 
allies,  it  is  therefore  that  all  requests  or  applications  should  be 
made  to  them.  I  am  &c.66 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  July  15, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  The  moment  for  Commencing  our  operations  is 

so  near  that  no  time  is  to  be  lost  in  bringing  forward  to  the 

North-River,  a  proper  proportion  of  intrenching  tools  for  an 

operation  against  New  York  with  all  the  tents  which  can  be 

64  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

""Tillinghast  applied  for  the  position  of  agent  for  the  French  hospital.  His  letter  of 
June  28  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

60  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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procured.  To  you  it  would  be  wholly  unnecessary  to  recom- 
mend expedition.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  have  you  intrenching  tools  in  this  quarter,  or  how  soon 
could  they  be  had  in  case  we  should  have  occasion  for  them.67 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  15, 1780. 

Sir:  The  New  York  paper  of  the  14th.  announces  the  arrival 
of  Admiral  Greaves  on  the  13th.  with,  as  they  say,  "a  formida- 
ble Squadron  of  Capital  Ships  to  reinforce  Vice  Admiral 
Arbuthnot."  My  private  information  makes  this  Squadron  to 
consist  of  the  six  following  Ships.  London  90  Guns  Resolution 
74  Bedford  74  Royal  Oak  74  Prudent  64  America  60.68 

The  arrival  of  this  naval  Armament  has  not  induced  us  to 
make  any  alteration  in  our  arrangements,  nor  ought  it  to  have 
any  effect  upon  our  exertions.  It  ought  on  the  contrary  to  excite 
in  us  a  determination  to  be  prepared  at  all  events.  We  do  not 
yet  know  the  force  which  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay  has  brought 
with  him.  If  superior  to  Admiral  Greaves,  we  may  be  able  to 
operate  in  some  other  quarter  if  not  against  New  York;  but 
supposing  it  should  not  be  more  than  equal,  we  should  not  lose 
sight  of  the  great  superiority  of  the  French  and  Spanish  Fleets 
in  the  West  Indies,  which  may  perhaps  enable  the  Command- 
ers in  those  Seas  to  turn  the  Balance  decidedly  in  our  favour. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.69 


67  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 

68 A  spy's  report,  July  n,  1780,  in  the  Washington  Papers,  gave  the  list  of  British 
ships  at  New  York,  before  the  arrival  of  the  above  squadron,  as  the  Europa,  64  guns; 
Raisonable,  64;  Robust,  64;  Renown,  50;  Roebuc\,  44;  Romulus,  44;  Rainbow,  44. 
The  Iris,  Richmond,  and  Guadeloupe,  frigates;  the  Bonetta,  sloop;  and  the  Virginia 
and  Galatea  on  a  cruise. 

09In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  CAPTAINS  PATRICK  DENNIS  AND 
WILLIAM  DOBBS 

Head  Quarters,  July  15, 1780. 
Gentln:  Captn.  Augustine  Lawrence  and  Captn.  Henry 
Benson  will  deliver  you  this  letter.  You  will  introduce  them  to 
the  officer  commanding  the  French  navy  as  respectable  citizens 
who  have  sailed  out  of  New  York  for  many  years,  and  as  per- 
sons willing  to  render  themselves  as  useful  as  possible,  and  in 
whom  I  am  assured  may  be  placed  great  confidence.  I  am  etc.70 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  15, 1780. 
Sir:  Doctor  Cochran,  Physician  and  Surgeon  General  of  the 
Army  in  the  Middle  Department,  will  have  the  honor  of  pre- 
senting this  to  Your  Excellency,  and  of  explaining  to  you  the 
distressed  situation  of  the  Hospitals  for  necessary  Stores,  even  at 
this  time,  when  the  number  of  sick  are  exceedingly  few.  From 
present  prospects  of  the  operations  of  this  Campaign,  we  must 
expect  to  have  a  considerable  number  of  Wounded  in  Hospital, 
and  when  we  reflect  upon  the  composition  of  the  Army,  which 
will  be  almost  intirely  made  up  of  Recruits  and  Militia,  both 
unused  to  a  military  Mode  of  life,  and  consequently  subject  to 
the  disorders  of  a  Camp,  we  must  count  upon  being  very  much 
encumbered  with  sick,  tho'  accommodated  with  the  best  regu- 
lated and  best  provided  Hospitals:  But  should  we  unluckily 
enter  upon  the  Campaign  without  an  ample  supply  of  those 
necessaries  and  comforts,  which  ought  to  be  introduced  in  aid 
to  Medicine,  and  without  which  Medicine  is  of  little  avail, 
I  plainly  perceive  that  we  shall  again  experience  the  same 

70  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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Calamities  and  miseries  which  prevailed  in  1776  and  which  de- 
stroyed so  many  hundred  Men.  This  is  a  matter  of  so  much 
importance,  that  I  beg  leave  to  sollicit  the  immediate  attention 
of  Congress  to  the  point.  With  every  exertion,  the  Stores  can 
scarcely  be  brought  in  in  time  to  the  proper  places  of  deposit. 
Doctor  Cochran  will  remain  in  Philada.  as  long  as  his  business 
with  the  Army  will  possibly  admit,  and  will  give  every  assist- 
ance in  procuring  the  necessaries.  I  have  the  honor  etc.71 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Passaick  Falls,  July  15, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency,  in  Two 
packets,  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  in  the  case  of 
Doctr.  Shippen,  Director  General  of  the  Hospitals,  for  the 
approbation  or  disapprobation  of  Congress.  The  trial  having 
taken  place  in  consequence  of  their  order,  this  circumstance 
and  the  Doctor's  station  in  the  Army  have  induced  me  to  think 
it  most  proper  to  refer  the  matter  to  their  decision.  I  would  beg 
leave  to  observe  however,  that  the  Medical  department  is  in 
much  disorder  already,  and  that  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
the  affair  should  be  brought  to  a  conclusion  in  whatever  way 
Congress,  may  think  proper,  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.72 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  July  15, 1780. 

Gentn:  I  was  yesterday  honoured  with  your  Favor  of  the  8th 

Instant.  Major  Jameson  is  entitled  to  the  Lieutenant  colonelcy 

in  Sheldon's  Regiment  by  the  resignation  of  Lt  Colo  Blagden 

and  to  rank  from  the  time  this  event  took  place.  It  happened 

"In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  July  18 
and  referred  to  the  Medical  Committee. 
72In  the  writing  of  Caleb  Gibbs. 
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the  i  st  of  August  last  and  the  Board  will  be  pleased  to  make 
him  out  a  Commission  accordingly.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.73 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  FORMAN 

Head  Quarters,  July  16, 1780. 
Dear  Sir :  Yours  of  the  12th.  only  reached  me  yesterday  Aft- 
ernoon. We  have  an  account  of  the  Arrival  of  the  French  Fleet 
at  Rhode  Island,  which  may  perhaps  render  the  collection  of 
any  considerable  quantity  of  stock  in  Monmouth  unnecessary. 
You  shall  hear  further  on  that  subject,  when  we  know  some- 
what more  of  our  plan  of  operations.  I  am  etc.74 

*To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Hd  Qrs,  July  16, 1780. 

My  dear  Marqs:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  this  date,  and 
thank  you  for  the  Sentiments  contained  in  it.  You  have  totally 
misconceived  my  meaning  if  you  think  I  have  or  shall  relin- 
quish the  idea  of  enterprizeing  against  New  York  till  it  appears 
obviously  impracticable  from  the  want  of  force,  or  means  to 
operate.  I  have  not  as  yet  relaxed  in  any  preparation  tending 
to  this  end;  nor  shall  I  till  I  am  convinced  of  the  futility  of  the 
measure.  I  would  by  all  means  have  it  understood  as  my  wish, 
that  the  french  Squadron  (if  superior  to  Arbuthnots  since  the 
junction)  should  take  a  Station  (while  it  can  do  it  with  safety) 
off  Sandy  hook.  This,  and  our  exertions  in  the  mean  while, 
will  demonstrate  long  before  the  equinoctial  Gales,  what  we 
are  competent  to. 

What  I  had  in  view  by  discouraging  the  first  draft  of  yr.  letter 
to  the  French  Genl.  and  Adml.  was,  1st.  under  our  ignorance 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

74  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  kindly 
furnished  by  E.  F.  Bonaventure,  of  New  York  City. 
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of  their  strength  I  thought  we  ought  not  to  give  them  more 
than  information  of  Greaves's  arrival,  and  2dly.  not  to  hold  up 
strong  ideas  of  success  which,  probably  would  not  be  warranted 
by  the  Issue,  because  I  never  wish  to  promise  more  than  I  have 
a  moral  certainty  of  performing.  I  am  etc. 

To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  July  16, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  We  have  received  advice  from  New  York  of  the 
arrival  of  Admiral  Greaves  at  the  Hook  with  six  sail  of  the  line 
the  13th.  We  think  it  very  extraordinary  if  the  fleet  has  arrived 
that  we  should  have  heard  nothing  of  it  from  you.  Should  you 
not  have  sent  off  an  account  before  this  comes  to  hand,  imme- 
diately dispatch  a  dragoon  to  confirm  or  contradict  the  report, 
for  it  may  be  very  injurious  to  us  to  remain  in  suspense.  The 
dragoon  must  be  charged  to  make  all  possible  dispatch.  You 
will  have  relays  of  horses  at  Chatham,  Brunswick,  Monmouth 
and  such  intermediate  places  as  you  think  proper  to  give  us 
instant  advice  of  whatever  occurs;  two  horses  at  each  place. 

We  have  intelligence  that  the  French  fleet  appeared  off 
Rhode  Island  the  afternoon  of  the  10th;  if  Greaves  should 
have  arrived  it  will  be  a  new  motive  for  conveying  your  dis- 
patches on  Board  the  French  fleet  as  quick  as  you  can;  but  be 
circumspect  in  your  manner  of  doing  it.  I  am  etc.75 

To  COLONEL  ELIAS  DAYTON 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  16, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  both  your  favors  of  the  15th:  announc- 
ing the  arrival  of  Admiral  Greaves  which  is  rather  an  unlucky 

TCThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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circumstance.  I  have  only  to  desire  you  to  endeavour  to  ascer- 
tain his  force  exactly  and  to  gain  a  knowledge  of  what  prepa- 
rations they  are  making  for  defence  of  the  Harbour  and  where 
they  seem  disposed  to  dispute  the  passage.  You  mention  a  talk 
in  New  York  of  a  further  embarkation  for  the  West  Indies;  be 
pleased  to  direct  your  emissaries  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and 
if  they  find  it  serious,  endeavour  to  procure  an  account  of  the 
numbers,  what  Convoy,  and  when  expected  to  sail. 

I  have  not  yet  learned  the  force  which  has  arrived  at  Rhode 
Island  with  Monsieur  Ternay.  I  am  &c.76 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

[Head  Qrs.,  New  Jersey,  July  16, 1780.] 
Sir:  I  hasten  to  impart  to  you  the  happiness  I  feel  at  the 
welcome  news  of  your  arrival;  and  as  well  in  the  name  of 
the  American  army  as  my  own  name  to  present  you  with  an 
assurance  of  our  warmest  sentiments  for  allies  who  have  so 
generously  come  to  our  aid.  As  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
and  as  soldier  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  I  thankfully  acknowl- 
edge this  new  mark  of  friendship  from  His  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  and  I  feel  a  most  grateful  sensibility  for  the  flatter- 
ing confidence  he  has  been  pleased  to  honor  me  with  on  this 
occasion. 

Among  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  your  Prince,  I  es- 
teem it  one  of  the  first  that  he  has  made  choice,  for  the  com- 
mand of  his  troops,  of  a  Gentleman  whose  high  reputation  and 
happy  union  of  social  qualities  and  military  abilities  promise 
me  every  public  advantage  and  private  satisfaction. 

I  beg  Sir,  you  will  be  the  interpreter  of  my  sentiments  to 
The  Gentlemen  under  your  command.  Be  pleased  to  assure 

76  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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them,  that  to  the  pleasure  I  anticipate  of  an  acquaintance 
with  them,  I  join  the  warmest  desire  to  do  every  thing  that 
may  be  agreeable  to  them  and  to  the  soldiery  under  their 
command.  But  in  the  midst  of  a  war,  the  nature  and  difficul- 
ties of  which  are  peculiar  and  uncommon,  I  cannot  flatter  my- 
self in  any  way  to  attone  for  the  sacrafices  they  have  made;  but 
by  giving  them  such  opportunities  in  the  field  of  glory  as  will 
enable  them  to  display  that  gallantry  and  those  talents  which 
we  shall  always  be  happy  to  acknowledge  with  applause. 

The  Marquis  De  La  Fayette  has  been  by  me  desired  from 
time  to  time  to  communicate  such  intelligence  and  make 
such  propositions  as  circumstances  dictated.  I  think  it  so  im- 
portant, immediately  to  fix  our  plan  of  operations,  and  with 
as  much  secrecy  as  possible,  that  I  have  requested  him  to  go 
himself  to  New  London,  where  he  will  probably  meet  you. 
As  a  General  officer  I  have  the  greatest  confidence  in  him; 
as  a  friend  he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  my  sentiments 
and  opinions;  he  knows  all  the  circumstances  of  our  army  and 
the  country  at  large;  all  the  information  he  gives  and  all  the 
propositions  he  makes,  I  entreat  you  will  consider  as  coming 
from  me.  I  request  you  will  settle  all  arrangements  whatso- 
ever with  him;  and  I  shall  only  add,  that  I  shall  exactly  con- 
form to  the  intentions  of  His  Most  Christian  [Majesty]  as  ex- 
plained in  the  several  papers  put  into  my  hand  by  his  order  and 
signed  by  his  Ministers.77 

Permit  me  to  refer  you  to  the  Marquis  De  la  Fayette,  for 
more  particular  assurances  of  what  I  feel  on  this  occasion, 
which  I  the  more  readily  do  from  a  knowledge  of  his  peculiar 
affection  and  regard  for  you. 

"Probably  the  instructions  to  Rochambeau,  dated  Mar.  i,  1780,  and  the  secret  in- 
structions of  March  2,  from  the  Prince  de  Montbarey,  copies  of  which  are  in  the 
Washington  Papers.  They  were  inclosed  in  Rochambeau's  letter  to  Washington,  June 
12,  1780. 
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Impatiently  waiting  for  the  time  when  our  operations  will 
afford  me  the  pleasure  of  a  personal  acquaintance  with  you, 
I  have  the  honor  etc.78 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  TERNAY 

Head  Quarters  in  New  Jersey,  July  16,  1780. 

Sir:  It  is  with  peculiar  satisfaction  I  receive  the  news  of 
your  arrival  on  our  coast;  I  hasten  to  assure  you  of  the  grati- 
tude we  feel  for  this  new  and  distinguished  mark  of  the 
friendship  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  of  the  hopes  we 
entertain  that  the  important  succour  he  sends  will  be  produc- 
tive of  the  happiest  consequences  to  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  these  states.  Such  repeated  proofs  of  the  interest 
your  prince  takes  in  the  success  of  our  cause,  and  the  zeal 
with  which  your  countrymen  execute  his  intentions,  must  for 
ever  cement  the  union  between  the  two  countries,  by  the  dou- 
ble ties  of  affection  and  interest. 

Permit  me  in  my  own  name,  in  the  name  of  the  army  and 
of  America  at  large,  to  present  you  with  the  assurances  of  our 
warmest  attachment  to  allies  who  have  so  generously  come  to 
our  aid. 

Let  me  entreat  you  also  to  impart  my  sentiments  to  the  Gen- 
tlemen under  your  command,  and  to  testify  to  them  the  pleas- 
ure we  shall  take  in  doing  whatever  will  contribute  to  their 
satisfaction  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  men. 

As  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
will  give  you  effectual  support  in  the  course  of  our  operations, 
I  anticipate  the  glory  you  will  acquire  in  successes  of  the  most 
decisive  utility  to  the  common  cause;  and  your  reputation 

78 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington. 
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assures  me  you  will  improve  every  opportunity  your  circum- 
stances afford. 

The  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  as  a  general  officer  in  whom  I 
confide  and  as  a  friend  from  whom  I  conceal  nothing,  will  be 
able  to  give  you  every  information  you  may  wish  for  the  regu- 
lation of  your  conduct  and  is  charged  by  me  to  settle  with  you 
all  arrangements  whatsoever  relative  to  the  intended  coopera- 
tion. I  entreat  you  to  receive  whatever  he  shall  tell  you  as 
coming  from  me. 

Looking  forward  with  impatience  to  the  moment  which 
will  give  me  the  honor  of  your  personal  acquaintance,  I  have 
that  of  subscribing  myself  with  the  most  perfect  regard  etc.79 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Sunday,  July  16, 1780. 

Parole  Winchester.    Countersigns  Why,  Whiz. 

Watchword  Whereabouts. 

Colonel  Hazen 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow  I  Lieutenant  Colonel  Mentges 

Brigade  Major  Maxwell's  Brigade 

As  the  ensuing  Campaign  will  in  all  Probability  be  pecul- 
iarly Interesting  the  Commander  in  Chief  is  desirous  of  having 
a  well  composed  Corps  of  Light  Infantry  which  cannot  fail 
to  be  extremely  useful  in  our  operations:  He  therefore  deter- 
mines that  one  Company  shall  be  drawn  from  each  Regiment 
which  shall  finally  be  proportioned  to  the  general  strength  of 
the  Regiments  so  as  not  to  be  too  large  a  diminution  but  for  the 
present  shall  consist  of  one  Captain,  one  Lieutenant  or  Ensign, 
three  Serjeants  one  Drum  one  Fife  and  Twenty  Rank  and  File. 

79The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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The  General  is  persuaded  that  the  Officers  commanding 
Regiments  will  be  very  careful  in  the  choice  of  the  Men  for 
these  Companies  as  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  honor  of 
their  Regiments  will  be  materially  concerned  in  it;  The  Men 
should  be  mostly  of  a  middle  size,  Active,  robust  and  Trusty, 
and  the  first  Twenty  must  be  all  old  Soldiers  the  remainder 
will  have  a  proportion  of  Levies:  These  Companies  will  with 
this  Part  of  the  Army  assemble  at  the  Grand  Parade  on  Tues- 
day next  nine  o'clock  to  be  Inspected  by  the  Inspector  General 
or  Assistant  Inspector  General  who  will  reject  all  such  as  are 
improper  for  the  service  to  be  replaced  by  others. 

The  Commanding  officer  at  West  Point  will  appoint  a  day 
for  the  same  purpose  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  receipt  of  this 
order.  The  Companies  after  they  are  inspected  will  rejoin  their 
regiments  untill  further  orders. 

The  Recruits  or  Drafts  who  are  unacquainted  with  their 
Duty  and  are  under  the  drill,  to  be  included  in  the  returns 
amongst  the  Effective  rank  and  file  and  those  who  are  inserted 
in  the  column  "fit  for  duty"  are  to  be  deducted  therefrom  in 
the  same  manner  as  those  "Wanting  Arms  &ca." 

Two  Battalions  of  Eighty  files  each  from  the  2d.  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Hand's  Brigades  to  manoeuvre  at  the  usual  Time 
and  place  Tomorrow :  Two  Field  officers  from  each  of  those 
brigades  to  be  appointed  for  this  duty.  General  Irvine  will 
command  them. 

A  Trusty  serjeant  who  can  write  a  good  hand  is  wanted  for 
a  Provost  Marshal. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Twenty  five  men  to  be  paraded  Tomorrow  morning  at  Guard 
mounting  on  the  Grand  Parade  without  Arms,  furnished  with 
two  days  Provision.  They  are  to  be  sent  to  Morristown  to  bring 
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on  some  Waggons:  a  Serjeant  from  the  ist.  Pennsylvania  bri- 
gade and  one  from  Stark's  to  conduct  them. 

A  Captain  from  Hand's  brigade  to  attend  the  General  Court 
martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  President,  vice  a  Captain 
promoted. 

i  st.  Pennsylvania y 

2nd 6 

Hand's 5  [25 

Maxwell's 4 

Stark's 3 


Details  of  Waggoners . . 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Monday,  July  17, 1780. 
Parole  Europe.    Countersigns  S.,  B. 
Watchword  Diligence. 

Colonel  Shreve 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Conway 
Brigade  Major  Van  Lear 
Lieutenant  James  McCulloch 80  of  the  5th  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment is  Appointed  Quarter  Master  to  the  same  from  the  ist.  of 
June  last,  vice  Lieutenant  Lytle  on  extra  service. 

The  superintendant  of  Cattle  or  livestock  with  the  Army  is 
in  future  on  every  Monday  morning  to  make  Return  to  the 
Commissary  General  of  Issues  of  the  number  of  Cattle,  Sheep 
or  other  livestock  received  and  delivered  by  him  the  preceed- 
ing  Week  and  also  of  the  Number  on  Hand  in  order  that  such 
Return  may  be  Inserted  in  the  weekly  return  of  Stores  Issued 
and  on  Hand  and  the  State  of  the  Supplies  of  every  kind  from 
Time  to  Time  be  exactly  known  to  the  Commander  in  Chief. 

80He  died  in  July,  1782. 
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A  Waggoner  from  the  drafts  of  the  first  Pennsylvania  bri- 
gade to  be  sent  to  the  Marquis  De  La  Fayette. 

A  Serjeant,  Corporal  and  twelve  men  from  Hand's  and 
Maxwell's  Brigades  to  be  sent  to  Major  Bruin's  Quarters  6 
o'clock  Tomorrow  morning  with  their  Arms  and  two  Days 
Provision:  Mr.  Shute  will  give  them  directions. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  requests  that  in  forming  the  Light 
Companies  the  most  particular  Attention  may  be  paid  to  the 
choice  of  the  noncommission'd  officers. 

He  wishes  the  Size  of  the  Men  to  be  from  five  feet  eight  to 
five  feet  ten  Inches  mostly  the  latter. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  observed  with  pain  that  a  mis- 
take which  was  natural  and  excuseable  in  the  Commencement 
of  the  Army  still  prevails  among  many  officers ;  That  of  attend- 
ing only  to  what  they  call  the  Essentials  and  neglecting  the 
Minutia  of  military  service.  It  is  high  time  at  this  advanced 
Period  of  our  Establishment  after  having  made  War  more  than 
Five  years  to  discard  ideas  which  only  suited  the  inexperience 
of  a  new  Formation  and  to  Adopt  those  principles  which  pre- 
vail in  European  Armies :  the  result  of  long  Practice  and  Ex- 
perience Truly  speaking  there  is  nothing  unessential  and  many 
of  those  things  which  seem  to  be  regarded  as  such  by  being 
neglected  may  involve  the  fate  of  an  Army. 

Our  System  has  been  simplified  as  much  as  it  would  bear 
and  every  thing  of  useless  ornament  has  been  rejected  what  re- 
mains therefore  ought  to  be  rigidly  observed. 

We  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the 
troops  of  our  Allies  who  to  all  the  superior  Qualities  add  a 
scrupulous  exactness  in  those  Matters  in  which  We  are  defec- 
tive and  on  which  they  Justly  set  a  high  value. 

It  will  not  be  enough  that  we  Possess  those  Military  Virtues, 
that  Bravery  Patience  and  Obedience  which  distinguish  our 
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Troops.  The  Credit  of  our  Arms  will  greatly  depend  on  a 
punctilious  observance  of  the  minutest  parts  of  Military  duty. 

Notwithstanding  the  pains  that  have  been  repeatedly  taken 
to  impress  the  Necessity  of  Exactness  in  the  Service  of  Guards, 
there  is  Still  a  mortifying  deficiency  though  acknowledged  to 
be  of  the  greatest  Importance.  Our  Sentinels  are  peculiarly  de- 
linquent consulting  neither  what  is  necessary  to  appearance 
nor  security. 

The  General  exhorts  the  Officers  of  every  Rank  to  be  inde- 
fatigable in  their  Exertions  to  correct  these  defect. 

Soldiers  who  have  so  many  excellent  qualities  ought  not  to 
suffer  the  merit  of  them  to  be  sullied  or  diminished  by  a  negli- 
gence of  things  which  to  Wish  is  to  attain. 

An  American  Soldier  equal  in  Bravery,  in  Capacity  equal; 
superior  in  Patience  Fortitude  and  Patriotism  to  any  other 
should  scorn  to  be  Inferior  in  anything. 

It  is  hoped  the  Troops  will  be  particularly  Zealous  in  their 
Exercise  and  Manoeuvres  and  that  the  Recruits  will  be  in- 
structed with  the  utmost  Care  and  Diligence  strictly  conform- 
ing to  the  Regulations. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Two  Captains  from  the  Park  of  Artillery  to  attend  the  Gen- 
eral Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  President,  vice 
Captains  Irvine81  and  Steel.82 

The  Companies  of  Light  Infantry  are  to  parade  for  Inspec- 
tion on  the  Grand  Parade  tomorrow  at  the  time  order'd. 


81Capt.  Andrew  Irvine,  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  had  been 
wounded  at  Paoli  in  September,  1777;  transferred  to  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Regi- 
ment in  January,  1781,  and  to  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in  January,  1783; 
served  to  June,  1783. 

s2Capt.  John  Steele,  of  the  Tenth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  had  been  wounded 
at  Brandywine  in  September,  1777;  transferred  to  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in 
January,  1781;  retired  in  January,  1783. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters  near  Passaic  Falls,  July  17, 1780. 
Sir:  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Lieut  Meigs83  of  Col 
Webbs  Regt.  who  is  directed  to  receive  and  bring  forward 
the  proportion  of  Connecticut  levies  for  that  Regiment.  You 
will  be  pleased  to  order  them  delivered  to  him  accordingly. 
I  am  etc.84 


To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  PATERSON 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  17, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  Reed  Yours  of  the  15th.  Inst,  and  have  to  observe 
that  neither  Genl  McDougal  or  any  one  else  had  ever  made 
any  representation  of  your  having  a  desire  to  continue  at  West 
Point;  nor  had  I  heard  a  word  on  the  Subject  previous  to 
the  Rect  of  your  Letter. 

Orders  have  already  been  given,  that  the  Troops  on  the 
North  River  should  have  as  much  of  their  time  employed  in 
Manoeuvring  and  disciplining  as  their  other  duty  will  per- 
mit; and  I  flatter  myself  the  attention  to  this  article,  will  be 
such,  as  will  in  some  Measure  obviate  the  difficulty  of  taking 
the  field  (if  you  should  be  called  to  it)  with  troops  entirely 
unacquainted  with  discipline. 

Should  active  operations  be  commenced  it  is  probable  you 
will  be  ordered  to  take  the  field  with  your  Brigade,  agreeable 
to  your  request:  as  few  or  none  of  the  Continental  Troops  will 
be  continued  in  Garrison.  And  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  am 

83  Lieut.  John  Meigs,  of  Webb's  Additional  Continental  regiment.  He  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Third  Connecticut  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

84  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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ever  disposed  to  gratify  the  inclination  of  the  Officers:  so  far 
as  it  can  be  done,  without  breaking  in  upon  the  general  Ar- 
rangements of  the  Army,  or  counteracting  the  good  of  the 
Service.  I  am  etc.85 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  July  17, 1780. 

Gentn:  I  have  now  the  honor  to  inclose  You  a  List  of  the 
promotions  to  be  made  in  the  Three  Jersey  Regiments.  The 
Commissions  are  exceedingly  wanted  and  I  request  that  the 
Board  will  be  pleased  to  forward  them  to  me  by  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

I  also  inclose  the  Board  Lt  Colo  Conway's  Commission,  who, 
by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  a  Board  of  General  Officers,  is 
entitled  to  rank  from  the  time  Lt  Colo  Brearly  accepted  the 
place  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  Jersey.  I  find  by  a  Letter 
from  Mr.  Brearly,  just  written  me  upon  the  occasion,  that  he 
was  sworn  into  this  Office  the  4th  of  August  1779.  The  Board 
will  therefore  be  pleased  to  alter  Lt  Colo  Conway's  Commis- 
sion or  make  him  out  a  new  one,  vice  Brearly  appointed  Chief 
Justice  of  the  State  of  Jersey,  to  rank  from  the  4  of  August  1779. 
I  have  the  Honor.86 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

Head  Quarters,  near  Passaick  Falls,  July  18, 1780. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  a  few  days  ago,  to  receive  Your  Excel- 
lency's Letter  of  the  2d  Instant;  and  at  the  same  time  one  from 
General  Muhlenburg,  inclosing  the  Return  you  had  requested 
him  to  send  me.  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  Your  Excellency 
for  your  attention  in  this  affair,  and  beg  leave  to  refer  You  to 

85  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
saThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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the  inclosed  Copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  Major  General  Gates 
if  he  should  be  at  Fredericksburg  or  Richmond,  and  if  not  to 
General  Muhlenburg  for  the  Arrangement  I  have  made,  with 
respect  to  the  Levies  in  contemplation  to  be  raised  by  the  State 
when  You  wrote,  and  of  the  Officers  to  command  them.  It  is 
the  best  that  has  occurred  to  me,  under  a  consideration  of  all 
circumstances,  and  I  shall  be  happy  if  it  meets  your  approba- 
tion. It  is  to  be  wished  there  were  more  Officers,  but  any  new 
appointments  except  to  Insigncies,  would  be  considered  as 
injurious,  and  would  be  the  source  of  infinite  complaints  and 
confusion.  I  have  entreated  Genl  Muhlenburg  to  whom  I  have 
written  and  thro  him  the  whole  of  the  Officers,  to  use  every 
possible  exertion  to  collect  and  discipline  the  Men  and  re- 
minded them,  that  the  charge  of  fitting  a  New  Army  or  at 
least  the  Troops  of  a  Whole  State  for  the  field,  had  devolved 
on  them;  and  as  these  should  act,  so  would  be  their  reputation. 
I  hope  they  will  avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  to  distinguish 
themselves,  and  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  qualify  the  Men 
for  service.  How  the  force  will  be  applied  I  can't  determine  at 
present;  but  whether  it  shall  be  directed  to  either  Object,  this 
or  the  Southern  Army  or  a  part  of  both,  the  necessity  for  its 
being  ready  is  equal  and  most  pressing.  It  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  find  that  the  Men  are  to  serve  for  Eighteen  Months, 
and  it  would  have  been  still  more  fortunate  and  more  to  our 
interest  if  they  could  have  been  obtained  for  the  War.  Short 
inlistments  have  subjected  Us  to  such  distresses,  to  such  enor- 
mous expences,  have  so  intimately  hazarded  our  liberties  that 
I  never  reflect  upon  them,  but  with  a  degree  of  horror.  The 
consideration  is  the  more  painful  now,  from  the  unhappy  state 
of  our  finances,  and  as  at  the  close  of  the  present  year,  All  the 
Levies  now  raising  under  the  most  extravagant  bounties,  will 
disband,  except  Yours  and  those  of  Maryland.  At  this  period 
we  shall  be  again  reduced  and  it  may  be  within  the  compass 
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of  things  for  the  States  to  suffer  greater  insults  even,  than  those 
they  experienced  in  the  late  incursion  of  the  Enemy  in  Jersey. 
I  very  sincerely  congratulate  Your  Excellency  on  the  arrival 
of  the  Armament  from  France.  The  fleet  got  into  Rhode  Is- 
land on  the  nth.  This  very  generous  succour  must  fill  every 
Friend  to  America  with  gratitude  towards  the  Prince  and 
Nation  who  have  sent  it,  and  I  trust  will  be  answered  by  cor- 
respondent exertions  and  the  best  of  good  Offices  on  our  part. 
But  I  am  also  to  inform  Your  Excellency,  that  Adml  Greaves 
has  since  arrived  (on  the  13)  off  Sandy  Hook,  with  Six  Ships 
of  the  line.  This  is  an  unlucky  incident  and  at  present  embar- 
rassing; though  it  may  not  eventually  be  injurious.  I  have  the 
Honor  etc.87 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HORATIO  GATES  OR 
BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PETER  MUHLENBERG 

Head  Quarters,  July  18, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  been  informed  by  a  Letter,  with  which  His  Excel- 
lency Governor  Jefferson  has  just  honoured  me,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Virginia  had  a  Bill  depending  before  them,  for  raising 
Five  Thousand  Men  to  serve  Eighteen  months,  for  supplying 
their  Battallions;  and  I  have  been  requested  by  him  to  make 
some  provision  for  Officering  them.  No  mode  has  occurred  to 
me  more  proper  for  the  present  than  the  One  inclosed,  and  it  is 
my  desire,  if  this  reaches  You  before  you  leave  Frederic'sburgh 
or  Richmond,  that  You  will  direct  to  be  carried  into  execution.88 
It  is  possible  there  may  be  more  Officers  in  the  State  than  those 
contained  in  the  Arrangement;  if  so  it  will  be  so  much  the  bet- 
ter, and  they  will  be  distributed  among  the  Corps,  except  the  9th. 

87 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

88 This  letter  was  addressed  to  Gates  "at  Fredericksburg  or  Richmond,  in  case  of  his 
absence  from  these  places  To  Brigadier  Genl  Muhlenburg". 
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under  the  restrictions  I  have  mentioned.  You  will  feel  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  strictest  attention  being  paid  to  disciplining  the 
Drafts,  and  will  impress  it  and  the  practice  on  the  Officers.  I 
shall  be  happy  to  hear  how  the  Levies  collect  and  the  progress 
made  in  forming  them.  And  as  frequent  communications  of 
events  happening  in  different  Quarters  may  materially  influ- 
ence and  facilitate  our  measures  in  every  part,  I  will  also  add, 
that  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  from  you  very  often  and  to  receive 
advices  both  with  respect  to  the  movements  and  situation  of 
the  Enemy,  and  those  on  your  own  part.  It  is  frequently  of  as 
much  importance  to  know  what  is  not  doing,  as  to  receive  the 
most  precise  information  of  active  operations.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  You  that  the  Fleet  from 
France  arrived  at  Rhode  Island  the  afternoon  of  the  ioth. 
Adml  Greaves  has  since  arrived,  on  the  13th,  with  Six  Ships 
of  the  line  off  Sandy  Hook.89 

The  following  plan  is  to  be  adopted  with  respect  to  5000 
Drafts  raised,  or  intended  to  be  raised,  for  18  Months  by  the 
State  of  Virginia,  for  recruiting  her  Battallions. 

The  Whole  of  the  Virginia  line,  except  the  9th  Regiment 
and  the  Officers  mentioned  below,  being  prisoners  at  Charles 
Town,  the  Drafts  are  to  be  disposed  of  in  equal  proportions  for 
the  present,  or  so  as  to  make  the  Corps  equal,  counting  upon  the 
Men  they  may  respectively  have  not  in  captivity,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner  and  under  the  following  Officers  and  Denomina- 
tions of  Corps.  Viz:  the  2d,  6th,  7th,  8th,  9th,  ioth  and  nth. 
Regiments.  The  arrangement  to  be  subject  to  future  alterations 
from  time  to  time,  both  as  to  a  transfer  of  part  of  the  Drafts  to 
the  Other  Regiments  or  of  the  Officers,  as  the  Exchange  of  the 
Officers  and  Men  who  are  prisoners  at  the  Southward  or  Other 
circumstances  may  require. 

89  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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Officers  for  2d.  Regmt.  of  Levies 
Colo  Febiger.  Lt  Colo  Gaskins  of  the  3d.80  Captains:  John  P.  Harri- 
son,91 Valentine  Harrison,92  William  Bentley83  of  the  3d.,  John  Hawkins,94 
Do.,  and  Archibald  Denham95of  the  ist.Lieuts:  Philip  Sansum,98  Ballard 
Smith,97  Matthew  Clay98  and  John  Steel99  of  the  1st.  Ensigns:  Richard 
Coleman,1  James  Braden2  and  George  Augustin  Washington.8 


Officers  for  the  6th.  Regiment 

Colo  Greene.4  Lt  Colo  Hawes.5  Major Ridley.6  Captns:  James 

Williams,7  Mountjoy,8  William  Blashwell,9  John  Young10  of 

""Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Gaskins,  of  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment.  He  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 

91  Capt.  John  Peyton  Harrison,  of  the  Second  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
February,  1781. 

Of  the  Second  Virginia  Regiment. 

Of  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment.   He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  in 
May,  1780,  and  prisoner  on  parole  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

8  Of  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  in 
May,  1780,  and  prisoner  on  parole  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

05  Capt.  Archibald  Denholm  (Denham),  of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was 
wounded  at  Hobkirk's  Hill,  S.  C.,  in  April,  1781,  and  did  not  rejoin  the  servcie. 

Of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment.    He  was  appointed  captain-lieutenant  to  rank 
from  October,  1777;  captain  in  May,  1782;  served  to  close  of  the  war. 

97  Of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  made  captain-lieutenant  to  rank  from 
May,  1779,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

68  Of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Fifth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment in  February,  1781,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

"Lieut.  John  Steele  (Steel),  of  the  First  Virginia  Regiment.  Fie  was  taken  prisoner 
at  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  May,  1780,  and  prisoner  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

*Of  the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  appointed  lieutenant  to  rank  from  May, 
1778,  and  retired  in  February,  1781. 

2  His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  lists  of  Virginia  soldiers. 

sEnsign  George  Augustine  Washington.  He  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  Grayson's 
Additional  Continental  regiment,  but  had  resigned  in  November,  1777;  was  cornet  in 
Lee's  Dragoons  in  April,  1778;  resigned  in  December,  1778;  ensign  in  the  Second 
Virginia  Regiment  in  1780  and  volunteer  aide  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  in  1780; 
aide  to  Lafayette  in  1781;  served  to  close  of  the  war. 

4 Col.  John  Green  (Greene),  of  the  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment.  Fie  retired  in  Jan- 
uary, 1783. 

5 Lieut.  Col.  Samuel  Hawes,  of  the  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  November,  1783. 

6Maj.  Thomas  Ridley,  of  the  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  retired  in  February, 
1781. 

7  Of  the  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

8Capt.  John  Mountjoy. 

"Capt.  William  Blackwell,  of  the  Eleventh  Virginia  Regiment  in  1776.  He  is  said 
to  have  resigned  in  January,  1778. 

10 Capt.  Henry  (John?)  Young,  of  the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1781. 
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the  5th.  Lts:  John  Jefferies11  Wm  White12  of  the  5th, Evans,13 

Moore.14  Ensigns,  Two  belonging  to  the  3d.  names  not  known. 


7th  Regiment 

Colonel  Morgan.  Major  Posey.  Captains:  Peter  Brian  Bruin15  Phillip 
Slaughter,10  John  Marshall,17  John  Anderson18  of  the  3d.  Lts:  Thomas 
Randal,19  Reuben  Long,20  David  Williams,21  John  Towns,22  Benjamin 
Ashley,23  Ensigns: Morgan24  and Lee.25 


8th  Regiment 
Colo Wood.  Lt. Colo Cropper26  of  the  7th.  Major  Hill* 


11  Lieut.  Bowker  (John?)  Jeffries,  of  the  Fifteenth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  is  said  to 
have  resigned  in  May,  1778. 

Of  the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  appointed  captain-lieutenant  to  rank 
from  May,  1779;  captain  in  July,  1779;  taken  prisoner  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  in  May, 
1780;  prisoner  on  parole  to  close  of  the  war. 

13  Lieut.  William  Evans,  of  the  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  had  been  wounded  at 
Brandywine  in  September,  1777,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

"Lieut.  William(?)  Moore,  of  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment. 
Of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

16Capt.  Philip  Slaughter,  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in  February, 
1781. 

17  Of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in  February,  1781. 

"Of  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  die  Fifth  Virginia  Regi- 
ment in  January,  1781,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

19Lieut.  Thomas  Ransdell  (Randell),  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was 
transferred  to  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment  in  February,  1781;  appointed  captain  in 
October,  1781;  retired  in  January,  1783. 

20  Of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Third  Virginia 
Regiment  in  February,  1781,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

21  Of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Third  Virginia 
Regiment  in  February,  1781,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

22Lieut.  John  Townes,  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Charleston,  S.  C,  in  May,  1780;  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Virginia  Regiment  in  Febru- 
ary, 1781;  retired  in  January,  1783. 

^Lieut.  Benjamin  Ashby  (Ashly),  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was 
transferred  to  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  retired  in 
January,  1783. 

24  Ensign  Spencer  Morgan,  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  served  to , 

1781. 

25  Ensign  John  Lee,  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment. 

20Lieut.  Col.  John  Cropper,  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  had  been 
wounded  at  Brandywine  in  September,  1777;  stated  to  have  resigned  in  August,  1779, 
and  to  have  served  subsequently  as  colonel  of  Virginia  Militia,  in  1781,  to  the  close 
of  the  war. 

27Maj.  Thomas  Hill,  of  the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in  February,  1781. 
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of  the  5th.  Capns:  Robert  Gamble,28  Thomas  Bowyer,29  Andrew  Wal- 
lace,30 William  Baliss.31  Lts:  Sigismund  Stribling,82  Albert  Russel,33 
Benjamin  Lawson34  and  Philip  Easton35  of  the  4th.  Ensigns,  Two  or 
three  belonging  to  the  Regiment,  Names  unknown. 

9th  Regiment 
This  has  its  own  proper  Officers  and  is  only  to  receive  a  proportion  of 

the  Drafts.  

10th  Regiment 

Colo Davies.  Lt  Colo Webb30  of  the  5th.  Captns:  John 

Overton,37 Reed,88  John  Winston,39 Marks40  Lts:  Abra- 
ham Murray,41  Ewing,42  Pointer,43  Burfort.44 

Ensigns: King/"  and  the  Remainder  belonging  to  the  Regiment 

names  unknown. 


28  Of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Camden,  S.  C,  in 
August,  1780,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

28  Of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in  January,  1783. 

30 Of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  killed  at  Guilford  Court  House,  S.  C., 
in  March,  1781. 

31Capt.  William  Baylis  (Baliss),  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  appears  on 
the  Middlebrook  muster  roll  of  1779  as  an  ensign.  Heitman  ranks  him  as  a  lieutenant 
in  February,  1781,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

32  Of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  appointed  captain  in  May,  1781,  and 
retired  in  January,  1783. 

33  Of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  First  Virginia  Regi- 
ment in  January,  1781,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

34 Of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Virginia 
Regiment  in  February,  1781,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

^Of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment.   He  retired  in  January,  1783. 

3aLieut.  Col.  John  Webb,  of  the  Fifth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in  February, 
1781. 

37  Of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Twelfth  Virginia 
Regiment  in  February,  1781,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

38Capt.  Nathan  Reid,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
First  Virginia  Regiment  in  February,  1781,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 

39  Of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in  February,  1781. 
Capt.  John  Marks,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  resigned  in  February,  1781. 

41  Of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment. 
Lieut.  Alexander  Ewing,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment.    He  was  appointed 
captain  and  aide  to  General  Greene  in  1781,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war; 
wounded  at  Guilford  Court  House,  S.  C,  in  March,  1781. 

43 Lieut.  William  Pointer,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment. 

44 Lieut.  Thomas  Burfoot  (Burfort,  Beauford),  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment. 
He  was  appointed  captain-lieutenant  in  July,  1781;  transferred  to  the  First  Virginia 
Regiment  in  February,  1781;  served  to  close  of  the  war. 

Ensign  Elisha  King,  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
First  Virginia  Regiment  in  February,  1781;  lieutenant  in  February,  1781;  served  to 
November,  1782. 
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nth  Regiment 

Colo  Buford.48    Lt  Colo  Taylor.47    Captns:  Phillip 

Hoffman,48  William  L.  Lovely,49  Abraham  Kirkpatrick,60  and  John 
Steed,61  of  the  4th.  Lts:  Abridgiton  Jones,52  John  Crittendon,53  Samuel 

Jones,64 Andrews56  of  the  3d.   Ensigns,  those  belonging  to  the 

4th  and  5th.  Regiments. 

If  there  should  be  found  in  the  State  any  Other  Officers 
belonging  to  the  line,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  they  are 
to  be  distributed  among  the  Corps,  giving  those  who  properly 
belong  to  the  Regiments  bearing  the  foregoing  numbers,  to  the 
Corps  of  the  same  number  under  the  present  arrangement. 

If  there  are  any  Men  in  the  State,  who  belong  to  Any  of  the 
Regiments  in  captivity,  not  of  the  foregoing  numbers,  these 
will  be  divided  among  the  present  Corps,  or  be  thrown  into 
one,  as  circumstances  may  best  suit;  making  in  the  latter  case 
an  allowance  for  their  number  in  the  distribution  of  the  Drafts. 

Colonel  Wood  is  still  to  continue  his  command  respecting 
the  Convention  Troops,  notwithstanding  he  is  arranged  to  the 
8th.  Regiment. 

The  Captains  in  the  different  Corps  under  this  arrangement 
are  to  rank  according  to  the  number  of  their  Commissions  as 

46 Col.  Abraham  Buford,  of  the  Eleventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Third  Virginia  Regiment  in  February,  1781,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

47  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  Taylor,  of  the  Second  Virginia  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
February,  1781. 

48Capt.  Philip  Hoffman  (Huffman),  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment. 

49  Capt.  William  Lewis  Lovely,  of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  served  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 

50  Of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  First  Virginia 
Regiment  in  February,  1781,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

51  Of  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
in  May,  1780;  exchanged  in  October,  1780;  served  to  close  of  the  war. 

62  Lieut.  Abridgeton  Jones,  of  the  Eleventh  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Fourth  Virginia  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

63 Of  the  Eleventh  Virginia  Regiment.  Fie  was  appointed  captain-lieutenant  in 
1780,  and  retired  in  February,  1781. 

MOf  the  Eleventh  Virginia  Regiment.  Fie  was  appointed  captain  in  1780,  and 
retired  in  February,  1781. 

M  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Anderson  (Andrews),  of  the  Third  Virginia  Regiment.  He  was 
appointed  captain-lieutenant  in  1780,  and  retired  in  February,  1781. 
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is  usual,  and  it  will  be  the  case  with  respect  to  any  Others  that 
may  be  found.  It  is  possible  they  may  not  be  set  down  in  the 
Regiments  in  order  of  their  precedence.  This  may  also  be 
the  case  with  respect  to  the  Lieutenants  and  Ensigns.  The  Ar- 
rangement is  not  meant  to  govern  the  rank  of  the  Officers  in 
the  smallest  degree,  but  only  to  designate  those  that  are  to 
compose  each  Corps. 

Although  I  think  it  is  expedient  that  the  Drafts  should  be 
formed  into  seven  Corps  as  mentioned  above,  yet  it  may  not 
be  for  the  benefit,  but  on  the  contrary  to  the  service,  for  them 
to  be  distributed  in  the  first  instance  among  the  whole.  This 
might  be  attended  with  much  delay  and  might  prevent  any 
one  Corps  being  respectable  or  fit  for  service  for  a  considerable 
time.  It  is  therefore  not  to  be  done  but  on  the  principle  of 
such  a  number  of  the  Drafts  assembling  at  once,  as  will  put  the 
whole  in  this  situation,  and  if  circumstances  will  not  admit  of 
this,  the  Regiments  are  to  be  filled  to  504,  rank  and  file  in 
order  of  their  numbers,  beginning  with  No.  2.  first.  This 
Number  though  not  a  full  proportion  of  the  5000  Men  voted 
will  make  them  respectable  and  by  filling  them  One  after  An- 
other, place  them  in  a  condition  to  act.56 

To  BARON  STEUBEN 

Head  Quarters,  July  18, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  14th:  and  approve 
the  measures  you  are  taking. 

With  regard  to  the  light  infantry  you  will  see  by  the  late 
General  order,  that  I  have  ordered  each  regiment  to  furnish  a 
company  consisting  of  twenty  rank  and  file.  This  is  to  be 
increased  afterwards  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the 

08 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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regiments.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the  best  plan  to  begin  with. 
I  think  of  having  regiments  of  eight  companies,  not  divided 
into  batalions  with  two  field  officers  to  each.  I  fear  we  shall  not 
be  able  to  afford  more. 

We  have  had  accounts  from  New  York,  that  Greaves  with 
six  ships  of  the  line  arrived  of!  the  Hook  the  13th.  yet  we  have 
received  no  account  from  Monmouth  which  is  altogether  inex- 
plicable if  he  is  arrived.  The  matter  however  is  announced  in 
such  form,  that  I  fear  it  is  true.  I  am  etc.57 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PETER  MUHLENBERG 

Head  Quarters,  near  Passaick  Falls,  July  18, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  I  have  received  Your  favor  of  the  4th  Instant,  with  a 
Return  of  the  Officers  belonging  to  the  Virginia  line,  who  are 
in  the  State.  With  the  aid  of  the  latter,  and  in  consequence 
of  a  letter  from  His  Excellency  the  Governor  upon  the  sub- 
ject, I  have  made  an  arrangement  of  the  Officers  for  the  5000 
Levies  drafted  or  intended  to  be  drafted  by  the  Legislature. 
This  I  have  inclosed  in  a  Letter  of  the  present  date,  addressed 
to  Major  General  Gates,  on  the  supposition  that  he  may  not  yet 
have  left  Fredericksburg  or  Richmond  for  the  Southward.  But 
if  he  is  gone,  or  is  not  at  either  of  these  places  when  the  Letter 
arrives,  it  is  to  be  received  and  opened  by  You,  and  the  plan 
and  Instructions  to  be  pursued,  with  respect  to  the  Drafts  and 
the  Officers  comprehended  in  your  Return,  and  any  Others 
you  may  find  in  the  State. 

The  plan  is  shortly  this :  The  Drafts  are  to  be  equally  divided, 
supposing  them  to  assemble  nearly  at  the  same  time,  into  Seven 
Corps,  under  the  denomination  of  the  2nd.  6th.  7th.  8th.  9th. 
10th.  and  nth.  Regiments,  the  Colonels  of  the  Old  Regiments 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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of  these  numbers  not  being  prisoners,  and  they  are  to  be  under 
their  respective  commands.  All  the  Other  Officers  are  fixed 
and  in  doing  it,  as  far  as  circumstances  would  permit,  I  have 
continued  them  under  their  proper  Colonels.  If  the  Drafts  are 
not  likely  to  assemble  nearly  at  the  same  time,  so  as  to  form  the 
Corps  altogether;  that  the  succour  of  those  that  are  raised  may 
be  had,  they  are  to  be  applied  to  make  up  the  Regiments  in 
order  of  their  number,  begining  with  the  2nd  till  they  are  504 
strong,  rank  and  file.  The  Men  already  in  the  9th  are  to  be 
counted  upon,  so  that  on  a  general  distribution  it  is  to  receive 
only  in  proportion,  which  will  also  be  the  case  of  Any  of  the 
Regiments,  having  Men  not  prisoners.  The  Old  Soldiers  (if 
there  are  any)  of  the  Regiments  in  Captivity  to  be  equally  di- 
vided in  the  present  Corps,  or  to  be  thrown  into  one  as  circum- 
stances may  best  suit.  This  is  the  substance  of  the  plan,  which 
You  will  see  particularly  delineated  in  General  Gates's  hands, 
or  which  You  will  receive  Yourself,  if  he  is  gone. 

I  have  now  only  to  entreat  that  You  will  use  every  possible 
exertion  to  collect  and  form  the  Drafts  and  to  have  them  dis- 
ciplined. I  entreat  this;  I  expect  it  of  all  the  Officers.  They  will 
remember  that  the  forming  of  a  New  Army  or  at  least  of  a 
whole  State  line  and  fitting  it  for  the  Field,  devolves  in  a  great 
measure  upon  them,  and  as  it  shall  act,  so  in  a  great  degree  will 
be  their  reputation.  They  have  a  glorious  opportunity  to  sig- 
nalise themselves,  and  I  doubt  not  they  will  avail  themselves  of 
the  occasion.  The  crisis  is  a  most  interesting  One,  and  on  your 
and  their  exertions,  and  the  discipline  and  bravery  of  the 
Troops,  great  and  early  events  may  much  depend.  You  will  let 
me  hear  from  You  by  every  Week's  post,  how  matters  go  on, 
and  will  transmit  me  the  number  of  Drafts  collected  from  time 
to  time;  and  of  the  Old  Soldiers  if  there  are  Any.  I  am  etc. 
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P.  S.  The  Fleet  from  France  arrived  at  Rhode  Island  the 
afternoon  of  the  10.  Six  Ships  of  the  line  under  Admiral 
Greaves  off  Sandy  Hook  the  12.58 

To  GEORGE  OLNEY 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  18, 1780. 
Sir:  There  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  linen  Overalls  at 
Springfield 59  for  which  the  Troops  are  exceedingly  distressed, 
and  which  the  Cloathier  has  not  been  able  to  send  forward, 
tho  repeatedly  pressed,  for  want  of  transportation.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  turn  your  attention  to  these  as  well  as  to  the  Articles 
brought  over  in  the  fleet.60  There  may  be  a  few  shirts,  shoes, 
Stockings  and  other  things  fit  for  summer  wear,  if  there  are, 
you  will  have  them  also  sent  forward,  in  the  first  instance  to 
the  Dy.  Cloathier  at  New  Windsor.  I  am  etc.61 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  CONFERENCE 

Head  Quarters,  July  18,  1780. 
Gentn:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  Your  consideration, 
the  inclosed  Copies  of  Two  Acts  of  the  States  of  Connecticut 
and  Massachusett's  Bay,  which  passed  respectively  on  the 

MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

60  In  Massachusetts. 

60  The  supplies,  brought  from  France  by  the  fleet  for  the  American  Army,  were  less 
than  expected.  They  were  supposed  to  be  those  purchased  by  Franklin  and  the  Amer- 
ican Commissioners  in  France  out  of  the  King's  grant  of  3,000,000  livres.  Franklin 
was  able  to  purchase  arms  and  accoutrements  for  15,000  men,  and  uniforms  for  but 
10,000,  after  paying  overdue  interest  and  debts  previously  contracted.  A  great  part  of 
the  clothing  and  arms  were  left  behind  by  the  fleet  and,  it  was  hoped,  would  be 
brought  to  America  by  the  frigate  Alliance  and  the  Ariel.  (See  Franklin's  letter  to 
Sartine,  May  30,  1780,  in  Wharton's  Revolutionary  Diplomatic  Conespondencc,  vol.  3, 
p.  741.) 

81  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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2d  and  4th  of  May.  The  first,  by  the  State  of  Connecticut,  You 
will  be  pleased  to  observe,  is  for  adopting  the  Regiment  (one 
of  the  Additional  sixteen)  commanded  by  Colo.  Samuel  B 
Webb,  and  declaring  it  one  of  their  Battallions,  in  the  Army 
of  the  United  States:  The  Last,  by  Massachusetts  bay,  for 
adopting  in  like  manner,  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colo. 
Henry  Jackson  (Another  of  the  additional  Sixteen)  into  the 
line  of  that  State,  in  the  Army,  and  requesting  it  to  be  ar- 
ranged accordingly.  The  measure  in  both  instances,  I  beg 
leave  to  mention,  appears  to  me  for  the  reasons  assigned  by 
the  Legislatures  and  many  others  that  might  be  suggested,  to 
be  eligible,  and  if  it  should  strike  the  Committee  in  the  same 
point  of  view,  they  will  be  pleased  to  carry  the  Acts  into  exe- 
cution. In  such  case  Webb's  Regiment  will  be  the  9th  in  the 
Connecticut  line,  and  Jackson's  the  16th  in  that  of  Massachu- 
setts bay.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.62 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Prackess,  July  18, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  I  am  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  nth  which 
gives  me  unexpressible  concern.  After  having  engaged  with 
our  allies  for  a  cooperation  after  having  put  the  states  to  a  very 
great  expence,  stimulated  the  people  to  extraordinary  exer- 
tions and  raised  extraordinary  expectations  it  is  mortifying  to 
find  that  if  every  other  circumstance  should  favour  our  wishes 
we  are  likely  to  be  disappointed  for  want  of  the  stores  re- 
quired. The  least  time  we  can  allow  for  a  seige  in  a  decisive 
operation  is  two  months,  and  it  seems  there  will  scarcely  be  a 
sufficiency  of  stores  for  one;  but  this  cannot  by  any  means  be 

62In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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a  reason  for  not  going  on  to  provide  all  we  can;  if  we  cannot 
undertake  what  we  may  wish,  something  on  a  smaller  scale, 
yet  very  important  may  be  attempted,  which  would  at  least 
require  the  supply  the  Board  think  they  will  be  able  to  pro- 
cure; even  on  a  defensive  plan  we  ought  not  to  have  less.  I 
would  therefore  in  every  view  of  the  matter,  strongly  recom- 
mend it  to  the  Board  to  proceed  with  the  greatest  vigor  in 
making  all  the  provision  in  their  power;  for  which  a  further 
reason  is  that  we  do  not  yet  know  what  aid  we  may  receive 
from  our  allies  to  enable  us  to  extend  our  views.  I  continue 
all  my  preparations  agreeable  to  our  original  plan  and  I  en- 
treat the  Board  will  not  lose  a  moment  in  going  on  with  what 
depends  on  them. 

If  after  all  we  can  do,  we  have  not  the  necessary  means  to 
answer  the  public  hopes,  I  hope  the  public  will  be  too  just 
to  attribute  to  me  the  disgrace  and  injury  that  must  follow.  I 
shall  do  every  thing  in  my  power;  and  I  flatter  myself  the 
Board  will  do  every  thing  in  theirs.  I  have  the  honor  etc.63 

To  FRANCIS  LEWIS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  18,  1780. 
Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  yours  of  the  nth.  I  beg 
leave  to  present  my  thanks,  thro'  you,  to  the  Board  for  their 
attention  to  my  recommendation  of  Capt.  Vandyck,  and  for 
their  past  and  present  provision  of  Wines.  The  two  pipes  to 
which  you  advert  came  safely  to  hand,  I  acknowledged  the  re- 
ceipt of  them  to  the  Quarter  Master  who  forwarded  them,  not 
knowing  that  I  was  obliged  to  the  Board  for  them.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.84 


The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
*The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Tuesday,  July  18, 1780. 

Parole  Portugal.    Countersigns  Poland,  Peru. 

Watchword  Stand  by. 

Brigadier  General  Maxwell 

Major  Thayer 

Brigade  Major  McGowan 

Two  Battalions  of  Eighty  Files  each  to  manoeuvre  tomorrow 
morning  at  the  usual  hour  and  Place  from  Maxwell's  and 
Stark's  Brigades.  Each  of  those  brigades  to  give  two  Field  offi- 
cers for  this  duty.  General  Hand  to  Command. 

Some  inconveniencies  having  been  represented  in  adhering 
to  the  order  of  yesterday  respecting  the  Size  of  the  men  for  the 
light  Companies;  it  is  dispensed  with  as  to  those  who  were 
already  formed  or  who  were  formerly  in  the  Corps,  but  all  the 
new  men  must  be  of  the  Standard  then  given. 

The  light  companies  to  be  paraded  on  the  Grand  Parade 
tomorrow  morning  eight  o'clock  for  Inspection  except  those 
of  the  first  Pennsylvania  brigade. 

William  Hutton  Provost  Marshal  was  tried  the  12th.  Instant, 
at  the  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  Presi- 
dent "For  Aiding  and  Assisting  Samuel  Harris  in  making  his 
escape  from  the  Provost  Guard  who  was  confined  for  Coun- 
terfeiting the  Continental  Bills  of  Credit. 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  William  Hutton,  is  not  Guilty 
of  the  Charge  exhibited  against  him. 

The  General  confirms  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 

Hutton  is  to  be  released  from  Confinement. 

John  De  Armour,  soldier  in  Colonel  Angells  regiment  was 
tried  the  nth.  instant  at  a  Division  General  Court  martial 
whereof  Colonel  Angell  is  President  for  "Attempting  to  pass 
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the  Sentries  of  General  Hand's  brigade  at  n  o'clock  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th.  Instant  with  his  Arms  Accoutrements  and 
Pack;  also  for  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  Sentinel  who 
stopped  him  to  leave  his  Post  and  go  off  with  him." 

Found  Guilty  and  sentenced  (more  than  two  thirds  of  the 
Court  agreeing  thereto)  to  Suffer  Death. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  Sentence. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Stewart  is  appointed  Field  officer  of  the 
day  for  this  Day  vice  Lieutenant  Colonel  Conway  absent. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Wednesday,  July  19, 1780. 
Parole  Denmark.    Countersigns  Drum,  Fife. 
Watchword  Look-about. 

Brigadier  General  Irvine 
Of  the  Day  Tomorrow  \  Major  Church 

Brigade  Major  Bradford 

MORNING  ORDERS 

Brigadier  General  Hand  is  appointed  officer  of  the  day  this 
Day  vice  Brigadier  General  Maxwell  who  has  obtained  leave 
of  Absence. 

The  Light  Infantry  Companies  that  have  past  Inspection  are 
not  to  be  sent  on  Detachments  or  any  other  Command  far  dis- 
tant from  Camp  unless  especially  directed  in  general  orders : 
their  duty  is  to  be  restricted  to  Picquets,  Camp  guards  and  the 
ordinary  duties  within  the  Limits  of  Camp  in  common  with 
the  Battalion  Men. 

As  it  is  much  wish'd  to  establish  uniformity  in  the  Corps; 
the  officers  are  directed  not  to  make  any  Changes  in  the  dress 
of  themselves  or  their  Men  'till  orders  are  given  for  a  general 
rule. 
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The  Feathers  directed  to  be  worn  by  Major  Generals  are  to 
have  the  White  below  the  black  above:  it  will  be  best  to  have 
one  Feather  the  upper  part  black. 

It  is  recommended  to  the  officers  to  have  black  and  White 
Cockades;  a  black  Ground  with  a  white  relief  emblematic  of 
the  expected  union  of  the  two  Armies. 

To  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  COUNCIL 

Head  Quarters,  near  Passaick  Falls,  July  19, 1780. 

Gentn:  It  unfortunately  happens  on  a  minute  examination 
of  Our  Ordnance  and  Stores  at  the  different  Deposits,  that  we 
are  by  no  means  in  so  respectable  a  condition  as  to  these,  as 
it  might  be  wished.  A  number  of  Heavy  Cannon  and  Shot, 
Howitzers  and  Shells  will  be  essential  in  addition  to  those  we 
have,  for  carrying  on  our  operations  with  vigor  and  energy; 
and  also  a  further  quantity  of  powder.  After  considering  the 
matter,  your  State  appears  the  most  likely  and  the  Only  One 
that  can  assist  us  in  these  instances  to  any  great  extent,  particu- 
larly in  the  Articles  of  Cannon  and  Shot,  Howitzers  and  Shells, 
and  being  fully  convinced  that  it  will  be  done  with  the  greatest 
cheerfulness,  if  it  is  in  their  power,  I  have  desired  Genl  Knox 
to  form  an  Estimate  of  these  four  Articles  and  to  transmit 
it  to  Your  Honble  Board.  Powder,  that  is  the  quantity,  will  not 
be  precisely  mentioned  by  him,  but  it  being  equally  material, 
I  entreat  that  the  Board  will  favor  the  Continent  with  a  loan 
of  the  largest  quantity  they  can  spare,  as  well  as  of  the  Other 
Articles.  They  will  be  pleased  to  favor  me  with  their  answer 
with  respect  to  the  several  matters  requested,  by  the  earliest 
opportunity. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  the  Board  that  Admiral  Greaves  has 
arrived  with  Six  Ships  of  the  line  off  Sandy  Hook.  This  is  an 
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unlucky  incident  and  embarrassing  at  present;  but  it  may 
eventually  turn  out  otherwise.  I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  Besides  the  present  application  for  powder,  requisitions 
are  going  and  have  been  already  made  to  some  Other  States 
to  spare  all  they  possibly  can.  Your  several  dispatches  of  the 
26th  and  27th  were  duly  received.65 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  19, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  By  dispatches  received  the  last  evening  from  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau,  I  am  informed  that  the  French  Fleet 
and  Army  consisting  of  eight  ships  of  the  line,  two  Frig- 
ates and  two  Bombs  and  upwards  of  five  thousand  Men  have 
arrived  at  Newport.66  This  makes  them  rather  inferior  to  the 
combined  naval  force  of  Arbuthnot  and  Greaves;  but  as  a  sec- 
ond division  of  ships  and  land  Forces  (a  circumstance  you 
will  keep  to  yourself)  may  be  expected  in  a  few  Weeks,  it  is 
probable  we  shall  gain  a  superiority  at  sea,  by  the  time  we  can 
be  ready  to  operate,  as  Count  de  Rochambeau  is  of  opinion 

65  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

""General  Heath,  writing  from  Newport  (July  12)  reported:  "I  arrived  here  last 
Night  and  this  morning  I  had  the  honor  of  Congratulating  Monsr.  le  Compt.  de 
Rochambeau  and  Monsieur  le  Chevalier  de  Terney  on  their  safe  arrival  in  this  har- 
bour. .  .  .  The  inhabitants  appear  disposed  to  treat  our  Allies  with  much  respect. 
The  Town  is  to  be  illuminated  this  Evening  by  a  vote  of  the  inhabitants;  for  myself, 
I  am  charmed  with  the  officers.  I  have  promised  them  every  assistance  in  my  power. 
Monsieur  Rochambeau  has  desired  me  to  publish  an  advertisement  inviting  the  in- 
habitants to  bring  Small  Meats  Vegetables  &c  &c  to  Market  and  that  they  shall  receive 
hard  money  in  payment;  this  the  Compte  intended  with  a  good  view  to  our  Currency. 
I  have  told  him  it  will  have  a  different  effect,  and  that  even  at  a  distance.  I  shall  there- 
fore only  assure  the  farmers,  that  they  will  receive  a  handsome  price." 

On  July  16  Heath  wrote  again:  "The  French  troops  are  landed  and  encamped  in  a 
fine  situation  South  East  of  the  Town  and  extend  nearly  across  the  Island.  The  Troops 
make  a  good  appearance.  The  Legion  under  the  command  of  the  Duke  de  Lauzun, 
(the  officer  who  took  Senegal  the  last  year)  is  as  a  fine  a  Corps  as  ever  I  saw;  it  is 
about  600  Strong.  The  officers  express  the  highest  satisfaction  with  the  treatment  they 
meet  with.  The  markets  are  become  very  good  and  great  regularity  is  preserved,  in 
short,  in  every  respect  I  may  say,  hitherto  every  thing  appears  agreable  and  satisfac- 
tory." Heath's  letters  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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that  his  land  force  will  not  be  sufficiently  recruited  under  four 
Weeks  from  the  12th.  inst:  Should  a  superiority  at  Sea  be  es- 
tablished, it  would  lessen  our  land  transportation  in  so  con- 
siderable a  degree,  that  little  or  no  doubt  would  remain  of  our 
being  able  to  keep  up  the  requisite  supply  of  provision  Forage 
and  Military  stores  during  the  time  of  an  operation  against 
New  York.  But  as  that  is  a  matter  which  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained, and  as  New  York  seems,  for  reasons  which  have  pre- 
sented themselves  since  the  arrival  of  the  Fleet,  to  be  the  only 
object  we  can  attempt,  it  remains  to  be  considered  whether  it 
will  be  possible  to  maintain  an  Army  proportioned  to  such  an 
undertaking,  when  wholly  dependant  upon  a  land  transporta- 
tion, aided  by  a  contingent  one  by  v/ay  of  the  Sound. 

In  making  your  estimates,  you  are  to  observe  that  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Bank  of  Philada.  engaged  to  deliver  upwards  of  two 
Months  supply  of  Flour  for  the  American  Army  in  the  Camp, 
if  so  ordered,  and  as  we  have  little  reason  to  doubt  the  Abilities 
and  activity  of  these  Gentlemen,  we  may  with  tolerable  safety, 
count  upon  so  considerable  an  aid.  Meat  will  chiefly  be  brought 
to  us  on  foot.  The  Matter  then  for  which  we  shall  be  prin- 
cipally apprehensive  will  be  the  transportation  of  Forage  and 
Military  Stores.  To  ensure  this  there  are  but  three  Ways. 
A  competent  sum  of  Money  to  pay  the  hire  of  the  teams  upon 
performing  the  service.  The  exertion  of  the  States  to  draw 
them  out  upon  requisition;  or  Military  coercion  in  case  of  ex- 
tremity. Upon  the  first,  deranged  as  our  Finances  are,  we 
ought  to  place  little  dependance;  on  the  second,6'  you  can  as 
well  judge  as  myself  from  the  present  temper  of  the  States  and 
what  they  are  actually  doing,  and  although  the  third  method 

a7At  this  point  the  draft  has  the  following  crossed  out:  "little  more  than  the  supply 
of  the  number  of  teams  required  by  the  Committee  of  Cooperation,  and  which  will 
be  principally  applied  to  the  carriage  of  Baggage  and  Stores  immediately  necessary 
with  the  Army." 
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is  a  disagreeable  one,  yet  I  shall  not  hesitate,  if  the  resources 
of  the  Country  are  equal  to  it,  to  execute  it  to  the  utmost  of 
our  means  if  the  attainment  of  so  great  an  object  as  that  which 
is  now  before  us,  is  made  to  depend  upon  it.  With  this  assur- 
ance, I  beg  to  know  candidly  your  opinion  of  the  probable 
practicability  of  supporting  the  operation  so  far  as  it  depends 
on  transportation.  While  we  do  not  underrate  difficulties  on 
one  hand,  we  should  not  overrate  them  on  the  other,  nor  dis- 
courage ourselves  from  a  very  important  undertaking  by  ob- 
stacles which  are  to  be  surmounted.  I  am  &c.GS 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters  near  Passaick,  July  19, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  In  answer  to  Yours  of  this  Evening.  The  Whole 
of  the  Cloathing  and  Arms  are  to  be  sent  to  Fish  Kill  Town  in 
the  first  instance,  unless  Orders  should  be  given  to  the  con- 
trary; and  tho  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  and  infinitely 
desirable  to  save  expence  by  bringing  them  by  Water  trans- 
portation part  of  the  way;  yet  the  present  state  of  navigation 
will  not  permit  it  or  justify  me  in  giving  an  order  for  their 
coming  otherwise  than  by  Land.  The  Arms  will  be  addressed 
to  Genl  Knox;  the  Cloathing  to  Mr.  Wilkinson  or  John  Moy- 
lan  Esqr.  The  Powder  and  lead  on  board  the  Fleet  for  the 
States,  if  they  cannot  be  sent  with  safety  to  New  London,  must 
be  sent  to  Providence. 

With  respect  to  the  Boats  and  Quarter  Master's  Stores; 
While  Your  Agents  think  it  will  be  dangerous  to  risk  them 
by  Water  to  Connecticut  River,  the  matter  must  be  deferred; 
but  as  soon  as  the  prospect  is  favourable,  it  will  be  embraced. 
I  am  etc.69 


1  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  July  19, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th.  You  mistook 
the  point  of  giving  me  intelligence 70  as  by  recurring  to  your 
instructions  you  will  find.  I  now  depend  on  you  for  informa- 
tion of  every  occurrence  which  will  save  General  Foreman  the 
trouble  of  a  business  which  I  could  only  with  propriety  request 
the  favour  of  him  to  discharge  'till  another  could  be  sent  to 
undertake  it.  For  the  future  you  will  make  a  report  every  two 
days  of  the  appearances  at  the  Hook  in  which  the  more  detail 
the  better.  Tis  almost  as  important  for  us  to  know  what  does 
not  happen  as  what  does  happen.  In  case  of  any  thing  extraor- 
dinary, it  is  instantly  to  be  dispatched,  particularly  the  sailing 
of  the  fleet  in  or  out.  It  has  become  unnecessary  for  the  pres- 
ent that  Captain  Dennis  and  the  Gentlemen  with  him  should 
remain  at  Monmouth.  I  wish  to  see  them  at  Head  Quarters 
in  their  way  home,  when  I  shall  give  them  some  further  ex- 
planations. I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  I  want  a  most  exact  account  of  the  force  of  the  enemy's 
fleet.71 

To  CHARLES  STEWART 

Head  Quarters,  July  19,  1780. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Con- 
gress to  Mr.  Fesh,72 1  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  to  desire 

70  Lee  in  his  letter  of  July  16  wrote  that  he  presumed  General  Forman  had  sent 
Washington  the  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Graves,  and  that  "no  intelli- 
gence from  him  (Lee)  was  expected.  That  my  business  here  was  to  expedite  his 
(Forman's)  dispatches,  to  collect  provision  for  the  fleet  and  to  protect  the  guides."  He 
referred  to  the  matter  again  in  his  letter  of  July  20:  "I  conceived  it  a  matter  of  deli- 
cacy in  communicating  with  H  quarters,  unless  advised  to  do  so  by  Gen.  Forman  to 
whom  the  business  had  been  committed."  Lee's  letters  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"John  Jacob  Faesch,  owner  of  the  Mount  Hope  (N.  J.)  iron  furnace. 
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that  you  will  furnish  that  Gentn.  with  one  Ton  of  flour,  6 
Blls  of  Pork  half  a  Ton  of  Beef  pr  Week  'till  further  orders. 
I  am  &c.7s 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  July  19, 1780. 

Sir:  On  the  first  account  of  your  arrival  I  did  myself  the 
honor  to  write  you  the  letter  annexed;  but  in  momentary  ex- 
pectation of  hearing  from  you,  I  thought  it  best  to  delay  the 
departure  of  the  Marquis  'till  the  arrival  of  your  dispatches. 
These  Monsr  de  Rochefontaine  delivered  me  yesterday  after- 
noon. The  assurances  you  give  me  of  the  ulterior  intentions  of 
His  Most  Christian  Majesty  add  to  our  obligations  and  to  our 
hopes:  On  our  part  we  shall  make  every  effort  in  our  power. 

The  contrarieties  you  experienced  which  have  retarded  your 
arrival  were  unfortunate;  but  they  depended  on  events  not  at 
your  command,  and  I  hope  will  have  no  ill  influence  in  the  issue 
of  our  measures.  My  opinion  perfectly  corresponds  with  the 
motives  which  determined  you  in  the  first  instance  to  Rhode 
Island;  and  upon  which  you  have  calculated  your  present 
disposition. 

I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  that  the  health  of  such  of  your 
Troops  as  were  indisposed  by  the  voyage,  is  speedily  restored, 
and  that  you  receive  every  refreshment  and  supply  from  the 
country  which  can  contribute  to  the  comfort  and  convenience 
of  the  whole. 

I  cannot  sufficiently  express  to  you  my  sensibility  for  the 
marks  of  confidence  and  for  the  assurances  of  your  sentiments 
contained  in  your  letter,  and  I  shall  be  happy  in  seizing  every 
opportunity  to  convince  you  how  intirely  reciprocal  they  are. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.74 


3The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "R.  K.  M[eade]  A.  D.  C." 
'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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To  MRS.  ESTHER  REED 

Head  Quarters,  July  20, 1780. 

An  idea  has  occurred  to  me,  my  Dear  Madam,  which  if 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  views  of  the  female  patriots  may 
perhaps  extend  the  utility  of  their  subscriptions;  itistodeposite 
the  amount  in  the  bank  and  receive  bank  notes  in  lieu  of  it  to 
purchase  the  articles  intended.  This  while  serviceable  to  the 
Bank  and  advancing  its  operations  seems  to  have  no  inconven- 
ience to  the  intentions  of  the  ladies.  By  uniting  the  efforts  of 
patriotism  they  will  reciprocally  promote  each  other;  and  I 
should  imagine  the  ladies  will  have  no  objection  to  an  union 
with  the  Gentlemen. 

But  I  beg  Madam  the  suggestion  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to 
make  may  not  have  the  least  attention  paid  to  it,  if  the  senti- 
ments of  all  the  fair  associates  do  not  perfectly  coincide.  I  have 
the  honor  etc.75 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ANTHONY  WAYNE 

Head  Quarters,  Colo.  Deys,  July  20, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  You  will  proceed  with  the  1st:  and  2nd.  Pennsyl- 
vania Brigades  and  Colo.  Moylans  Regt.  of  Dragoons  upon  the 
execution  of  the  business  planned  in  yours  of  yesterday.  I  do 
not  at  present  think  of  any  necessary  alteration  except  that  of 
detaching  a  few  Horse  this  Afternoon,  to  patrol  all  night,  and 
see  that  the  enemy  do  not  in  the  course  of  the  night  throw  over 
any  troops  to  form  an  ambuscade;  they  need  not  go  so  low 
down,  or  in  such  numbers  as  to  create  any  alarm.  They  may 
enquire  as  they  go,  for  deserters  after  whom  they  may  say  they 
are  in  pursuit.  The  enemy  have  so  many  emissaries  among 

75The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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us,  that  scarce  a  move  [or  an  order]  passes  unnoticed.  You 
are  so  well  acquainted  with  the  critical  situation  of  the  Ground 
that  it  is  needless  in  me  to  recommend  the  extreme  of  caution. 
I  most  heartily  wish  you  success  being  with  real  esteem  &c.76 

To  COLONEL  MOSES  HAZEN 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  20, 1780. 

Sir:  Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17th.  I  called  upon 
General  Hand  for  the  Brigade  order  to  which  you  allude,  who 
laid  it  before  me,  with  the  several  letters  which  had  passed  be- 
tween you  and  him  on  the  subject  and  a  Copy  of  the  sentence 
of  the  Division  Court  Martial  upon  Mr.  Norcross  the  issuing 
Commy. 

That  the  Men  were  without  provision  on  the  parade  the  5th : 
does  not  admit  of  a  doubt.  Genl.  Hand  was  therefore  in  my 
opinion  right  in  noticing  it  and  calling  upon  the  Officers  com- 
manding Regiments  to  see  that  their  Men  were  supplied  agree- 
able to  General  Orders.  I  should,  in  case  a  representation  had 
been  made  to  me  by  the  Officers  of  the  day  or  the  Adjutant 
Genl.  that  the  Men  were  unfurnished,  have  looked  upon  Gen- 
eral Hand  as  accountable  for  his  Brigade,  and  he  consequently 
properly  addressed  himself  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Officers 
commanding  Regiments.  I  do  not  find  that  the  order  applied 
personally  to  you  or  particularly  to  your  Regt.  Upon  the  whole 
I  am  of  opinion,  that  General  Hands  conduct  was  warrantable 
upon  every  military  principle,  and  that  I  cannot,  without  call- 
ing in  question  his  right  to  regulate  his  own  Brigade,  order  a 
Court  of  enquiry  Upon  the  matter  which  has  been  brought 
before  me.  I  am  etc." 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.    The  words  in  brackets  were 
inserted  by  Washington. 

The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  20, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  reed,  yours  of  the  19th.  General  Parsons  had  writ- 
ten to  me  before  on  the  subject  of  the  Men  drafted  from  the 
Militia  Horse,  and  I  informed  him  that  I  could  not  consent  to 
their  joining  your  Regiment  or  any  Corps  of  Horse.  All  the 
Levies  are  wanted  for  the  Battalions  of  Infantry,  and  if  there 
has  been  any  misunderstanding  between  these  Men  and  the 
State,  as  to  the  mode  of  service,  they  must  settle  it  themselves. 
But  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  was  ever  in  contemplation  that 
they  should  serve  on  Horseback  as  the  law  calls  only  for  Foot. 
You  are  to  let  them  know  that  they  must  join  the  Infantry  or 
procure  others  in  their  places.  I  am  &c.78 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  near  Passaick,  July  20, 1780. 

Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  Congress  this  Morn- 
ing by  post,  I  received  a  Letter  from  Brigadier  General  Max- 
well,79 requesting  me  to  accept  his  resignation  and  assigning  his 
reasons  for  the  same.  Having  never  acted  on  an  application  of 
this  sort  from  an  Officer  of  his  rank,  I  beg  leave  to  lay  the  mat- 
ter before  Congress  and  to  transmit  them  a  Copy  of  his  Letter, 
by  which  they  will  be  more  fully  informed  of  his  request.80 

The  merits  of  the  General  are  known  to  Congress  and  there- 
fore it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  with  respect  to 
them;  but  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  add  that  I  believe  him  to  be 
an  honest  Man.  A  warm  friend  to  this  Country  and  firmly 

78  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
'"Dated  July  20,  1780.  It  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

80 On  July  23  Washington  wrote  to  Maxwell  granting  him  permission  to  go  to  Phila- 
delphia to  appear  before  Congress.  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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attached  to  her  interests.  In  this  view  and  from  the  length  of 
time  he  has  been  in  service,  the  decided  part  he  took  at  the 
commencement  of  the  controversy,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to 
observe.  I  think  his  claim  to  such  compensation,  as  may  be 
made  to  Other  Officers  of  his  standing  to  the  present  time,  only 
equitable;  and  hope  that  it  will  be  considered  in  this  light  by 
Congress.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.81 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  20, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  a  communication  from  Comte 
de  Rochambeau  and  Chevalier  Ternay,  since  their  arrival  at 
Rhode-Island,  and  take  the  earliest  occasion  to  inform  Con- 
gress of  their  force  and  situation. 

The  succour  destined  for  these  States,  for  particular  rea- 
sons, were  thrown  into  two  divisions.  The  first  (that  arrived) 
consists  of  7  sail  of  the  line,  and  one  of  64,  converted  into  a 
hospital  ship  for  the  voyage,  but  which  is  to  be  remounted  and 
fitted  agreeably  to  her  rate.  To  these  are  added,  two  bomb 
ketches  and  several  frigates.  The  troops  composing  this  divi- 
sion, are,  two  Regiments  of  two  batalion  each,  a  legionary 
corps,  and  a  batalion  of  artillery,  the  whole  provided  with  field 
equipage,  and  complete  in  seige  and  field  artillery.  In  general, 
the  fleet  and  army  enjoy  good  health,  and  such  as  are  indis- 
posed, are  only  with  slight  sea-disorders. 

There  is  a  quantity  of  clothing  and  arms  with  the  fleet  for 
the  use  of  the  States. 

Yesterday  evening,  the  Marquis  la  Fayette,  set  out  for  Rhode 
Island,  to  confer  with  Comte  de  Rochambeau  and  Chevalier 

81  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on 
July  25  and  was  indorsed:  "Resignation  of  Brig.  Maxwell  accepted.  Referred  to  the 
board  of  war." 
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Ternay,  and  concert  measures  for  our  co-operation.  I  have  the 
honor  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellencys  favor  of 
the  15th.82 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Thursday,  July  20, 1780. 
Parole  United  States.    Countersigns  France,  Force. 
Watchword  Unanimity. 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow]      .     ,  ,,  .     T         ^  •      1 
[  Brigade  Major  Jersey  Brigade 

The  Commander  in  Chief  has  the  pleasure  to  Congratulate 
the  Army  on  the  Arrival  of  a  large  Land  and  Naval  Armament 
at  Rhode  Island  sent  by  his  most  Christian  Majesty  to  Cooper- 
ate with  the  Troops  of  these  States  against  the  Common  Enemy 
accompanied  with  every  Circumstance  that  can  render  it 
honorable  and  useful. 

The  Generosity  of  this  succour  and  the  manner  in  which  it 
is  given  is  a  new  Tie  between  France  and  America  The  Lively 
concern  which  our  Allies  manifest  for  our  Safety  and  Inde- 
pendence has  a  Claim  to  the  Affection  of  every  Virtuous  Citi- 
zen. The  General  with  confidence  assures  the  Army  that  the 
Officers  and  Men  of  the  French  Forces  come  to  our  Aid  ani- 
mated with  a  Zeal  founded  in  Sentiment  for  us  as  well  as  in 
Duty  to  their  Prince  and  that  they  will  do  every  thing  in  their 
Power  to  promote  Harmony  and  cultivate  Friendship.  He  is 
equally  persuaded  that  on  our  Part  we  shall  vie  with  them  in 
their  good  dispositions  to  which  we  are  excited  by  Gratitude 
as  well  as  by  a  common  Interest;  and  that  the  only  contention 
between  the  two  Armies  will  be  to  excel  each  other  in  good 

82  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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offices  and  in  the  display  of  every  Military  Virtue.  This  will 
be  the  Pledge  of  the  most  solid  advantages  to  the  common 
Cause  and  of  a  glorious  Issue  to  the  Campaign. 

The  second  Pennsylvania  brigade  is  to  move  this  afternoon 
from  their  present  Ground  and  encamp  upon  the  most  con- 
venient ground  upon  the  left  of  the  First. 

Agreeable  to  the  General  Order  of  the  15th.  Instant  relative 
to  certain  Men  claimed  by  the  4th.  and  6th.  Pennsylvania  Reg- 
iments; a  Court  of  Enquiry  have  reported  that  the  Inlistments 
of  Gilbert  Moore,  Hugh  McEbrary,83  William  Faulkner  and 
James  McBride,  Soldiers  ought  to  stand  good  and  that  they  are 
the  property  of  the  6th.  Pennsylvania  regiment. 

The  Men  are  to  join  the  6th.  Regiment  accordingly. 

John  Swan,  John  Scott  and  Peter  Witherspoon  were  tried  by 
the  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  President, 
on  suspicion  of  being  Spies  and  Acquitted. 

The  General  confirms  the  Acquittal  and  orders  them  re- 
leased from  Confinement. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Captain  Ogden84  of  the  Jersey  Brigade  is  appointed  to  do  the 
duty  of  Brigade  Major  in  the  same  until  the  return  of  Major 
Ross.85 

Captain  Johnson80  of  General  Clinton's  brigade  with  the 
Detachment  under  his  command  in  the  Clove  is  to  rejoin  said 
Brigade. 

83Hugh  McEllevey.  He  served  to  1783. 

S4Capt.  Aaron  Ogden,  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  was  wounded  at 
Yorktown,  Va.,  in  October,  1781,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

s5Maj.  John  Ross,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  was  made  brigade 
inspector  to  November,  1780;  retired  in  January,  1781;  served,  subsequently,  as  lieu- 
tenant colonel  in  the  New  Jersey  Militia  in  1782. 

80Capt.  John  Johnson,  of  the  Fifth  New  York  Regiment.  He  retired  in  January, 
1781. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Friday,  July  21, 1780. 

Parole  Hampton.    Countersigns  O.,  G. 

Watchword  Here  we  are. 

r^c  a.    t^     t>  [Major  Trescott 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow  J     /    ,  '      .     , ,  ^ 

I  Brigade  Major  McGowan 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Men  last  drafted  into  the  Commander  in  Chief's  Guards 
are  to  be  returned  on  Command  in  the  regiments  from  which 
they  were  drafted;  but  to  draw  Pay  and  Clothing  in  the  Guard. 

To  COLONEL  ELIAS  DAYTON 

Head  Quarters,  Colo.  Deys,  July  21, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favr.  of  this  date,  as  I  did  those 
of  the  17th :  and  18th :  I  can  by  no  means  accede  to  Capt.  Stew- 
ard's87 proposal  of  giving  up  his  three  Deserters  for  an  officer 
of  ours,  as  that  kind  of  composition  is  wholly  unprecedented. 
Neither  can  I  consent  to  his  having  an  interview  with  his 
mother. 

Every  measure  is  now  taking  to  decrease  our  enormous  issues 
of  provision,  an  indulgence  of  drawing  is  even  denied  to  the 
Wives  and  families  of  those  who  are  in  Captivity,  though  it 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  them  if  to  any.  You  will  therefore  see 
the  necessity  of  refusing  it  to  the  persons  mentioned  by  you, 
except  in  the  presence  of  an  Officer  in  whom  you  can  confide. 

I  should  have  permitted  Colonel  Barber88  to  have  gone  down 
with  the  Regt.  for  which  he  was  very  anxious,  but  that  his 
presence  was  and  is  absolutely  necessary  here.  He  has  the  in- 
spection of  three  Brigades,  and  as  there  are  new  Recruits  in 

"Captain  Archiba!d(?),  Steward  of  the  Royal  Horse  Guards,  British  Army. 
ss Lieut.  Col.  Francis  Barber,  of  the  Third  New  Jersey  Regiment. 
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them  all,  they  stand  in  need  of  more  than  a  common  share  of 
attention.  I  hope  your  having  previous  notice  of  the  designs  of 
the  enemy,  will  enable  you  to  make  such  dispositions  for  their 
reception  as  will  compensate  for  the  want  of  so  good  an  Officer. 
I  have  sent  you  twelve  Guineas  by  the  Bearer,  which  I  wish 
safe  to  your  hands.  I  am  &c.89 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  July  21, 1780. 

Sir:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  a  duplicate  of  your 
letter  of  the 

Since  the  intelligence  transmitted  by  the  Marquis  De  la 
Fayette,  I  have  received  advices  through  different  channels 
from  New  York  that  the  enemy  are  preparing  an  embarkation 
of  troops;  that  fifty  transports  have  moved  up  the  North  River 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  object  of  it  is  said  to  be  your  fleet  and 
army.  Though  this  may  be  nothing  more  than  a  demonstration, 
as  it  may  possibly  be  serious  I  hasten  to  give  you  the  earliest 
communication  of  it.90  With  every  sentiment  of  esteem  etc.91 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Saturday,  July  22, 1780. 

Parole  Susquehannah.    Countersigns  Troop,  Tattoo. 

Watchword  Confederation. 

_  P  [Colonel  Hazen 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow i  r,  .     ,   Ayr  .     t.     ir     1 
1  I  Brigade  Major  Bradford 


89The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

80  "Arrived  from  England  7  Ships  of  the  Line  2  Fifty  and  1  Forty  Four.  One  from 
Charlestown  and  One  from  Hallifax.  Both  Seventy  Fours  besid  What  has  Joined 
them  from  New  York.  The  above  was  wrote  in  New  York  about  fryday  ye  21st 
Inst.   S.  H.  Parsons."  Parsons's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

91  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  had  written  practically 
the  same  letter  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.  to  the  Marquis  de  Lafayette.  Hamilton's  letter  is  in 
the  Washington  Papers. 
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AFTER  ORDERS 

Thomas  Brown  of  the  7th.  Pennsylvania  regiment  was  tried 
the  12th.  Instant  at  the  Division  General  Court  martial  whereof 
Colonel  Angell  was  President,  for  "Plundering  the  Inhabit- 
ants while  on  Command  at  Paramus  and  abusing  a  Woman" 
Pled  Guilty.  The  Court  considering  the  great  irregularity  of 
his  general  Conduct,  that  he  was  lately  capitally  condemned 
for  the  same  Crime  and  pardon'd  Sentenced  him  to  suffer 
Death  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Court  agreeing  thereto. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  confirms  the  Sentence. 

As  in  the  course  of  the  Campaign  a  good  Corps  of  Sappers 
and  Miners  will  be  extremely  useful  and  absolutely  necessary 
the  General  directs  that  one  man  be  drawn  from  each  regiment 
for  this  purpose;  an  able  bodied  man,  intelligent,  a  Sober,  and 
engaged  for  the  War.  Those  of  this  Part  of  the  Army  are  to 
Assemble  the  day  after  tomorrow  at  Guard  mounting. 


•To  JOSEPH  JONES 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,02  July  22, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  18th  came  to  my  hands  last 
light;  considering  the  delicate  situation  in  which  I  stand  with 
respect  to  General  Gates,  I  feel  an  unwillingness93  to  give  any 
opinion  (even  in  a  confidential  way)  in  a  matter  in  which  he 
is  concerned,  lest  my  Sentiments  (being  known)  should  have 
unfavourable  interpretation  ascribed  to  them  by  illiberal  Minds. 
I  will  however  state  facts,  and  leave  you  to  draw  inferences 
with  respect  to  the  promotion  required.94 

92 The  draft,  which  is  also  in  the  writing  of  Washington,  is  dated  at  "Camp  at 
Prekenass." 

93 The  draft  has  "reluctance." 

84The  promotion  of  Col.  Daniel  Morgan  to  brigadier  general. 
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Custom  (for  I  do  not  recollect  any  Resolve  of  Congress  au- 
thorizing it)  has  established  a  kind  of  right  to  the  promotion 
of  Brigadiers  in  State  lines  (where  there  are  Regiments  enough 
to  require  a  Brigr.  to  command.  There  can  be  no  objection 
therefore  to  the  Gentn.  named,  on  this  ground. 

By  the  practice  of  our  Army,  never  less  than  four  Regiments 
are  placed  in  a  Brigade,  but  in  cases  of  necessity. 

The  quota  of  Regiments  allotted  to  the  State  of  Virginia 
originally,  were  15.  In  the  year  1778  there  was  an  incorpora- 
tion of  some  of  them  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangement  (sent 
to  the  White  Plains) ;  and  approved,  to  the  best  of  my  recollec- 
tion by  Congress;  this  reduced  them  to  ;  one  of  which  is 
now  at  Fort  Pitt. 

The  State  of  Virginia  at  this  time  (since  the  recall  of  Weedon) 
has  4  Brigrs.  in  pay,  and  two  in  active  Service.  Those  in  captiv- 
ity will  be  injured  if  they  should  not  return  to  actual  command 
when  they  are  exchanged;  and  they  can  have  no  command  out 
of  their  own  line,  nor  can  there  be  any  in  it  if  new  B :  are  made. 

The  State  was  about  to  raise  5000  Men,  4000  of  which  is,  more 
than  probably  as  many  as  they  will  get;  and  were  I  to  form  my 
judgment  from  our  usual  disappointments,  and  the  customary 
deficiency  in  these  cases,  I  should  not  expect  3000  Men. 

At  the  request  of  Govr.  Jefferson,  and  from  a  list  of  the  Offi- 
cers of  the  Virga.  Line  (not  in  captivity)  I  have  made  a  tempo- 
rary formation  of  those  Troops  into  Six  (or  as  the  case  may  be) 
Seven  Regiments,  till  they  are  surcharged;  there  being  Officers 
enough  in  the  State  for  this  purpose. 

The  case  of  S ns95  is  not  singular  it  frequently  happens, 

and  in  the  nature  of  things  must  happen,  while  we  depend 
upon  Militia;  and  the  appointment  of  Officers  of  his  Rank  are 

95  Edward  Stevens.  He  had  been  colonel  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  Regiment;  resigned 
in  January,  1778;  brigadier  and  major  general  of  Virginia  Militia  in  1779— 1782; 
wounded  at  Guilford  Court  House,  S.  C,  in  March,  1781. 
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in  the  Executive  of  each  State.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  several 
instances  of  this  kind  will  occur  under  my  immediate  com- 
mand in  the  course  of  the  Campaign  (if  our  intended  opera- 
tion goes  forward).  It  is  unavoidable,  while  we  depend  upon 
Militia  for  field  Service. 

The  Gentn.  who  is  the  Subject  of  your  Letter  is  a  brave  Offi- 
cer, and  a  well  meaning  man,  but  his  withdrawing  from  Serv- 
ice at  the  time  he  did  last  year,  could  not  be  justified  on  any 
ground;  there  was  not,  to  my  knowledge,  the  smallest  cause  for 
dissatisfaction;  and  the  Season  and  circumstances  were  totally 
opposed  to  the  measure,  even  if  cause  had  existed,  till  matters 
assumed  a  different  aspect  than  they  were  at  the  time  of  his 
proffered  resignation.96 

From  this  state  of  facts,  which  I  believe  to  be  candid  and  im- 
partial, you  will  judge  of  the  propriety,  or  impropriety  of  the 
promotion  in  question,  and  act  accordingly. 

If  any  letter  of  mine  to  Colo.  Harrison  (Speaker  to  the  Vir- 
ginia House  of  Delegates)  could  have  a  tendency  to  injure 
rather  than  promote  the  Service  in  which  we  are  engaged  the 
operation  of  it,  and  my  intention,  are  as  far  apart  as  the  North 
pole  is  from  the  South. 

In  May,  after  the  Marquis's  arrival  with  assurances  of  speedy 
succour  from  France,  I  wrote  to  Colo.  Harrison97  (which  I 
had  not  done  for  many  months  before)  and  informed  him, 
knowing  the  Assembly  was  then  setting,  of  the  totally  de- 
ranged situation  of  our  affairs,  of  our  distresses;  of  the  utter 
impracticability  of  availing  ourselves  of  this  generous  aid, 

98Promotion  of  junior  officers  to  the  injury  of  Morgan's  rank,  as  well  as  impaired 
health,  were  the  reasons  assigned  for  his  resignation. 

'"The  draft  of  this  letter  to  Harrison  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washington  Papers, 
but  the  draft  of  the  above  letter  to  Jones  contains  the  following  note  at  the  omitted 
portion:  "See  Letter  to  Govr.  Reed  of  the  28th  of  May;  from  the  6th  line  in  the  2d 
page  to  the  last  clause  in  the  5th  page."  The  part  omitted  above  is  a  verbatim  extract 
between  the  quotation  marks  from  Washington's  letter  to  Gov.  Joseph  Reed,  May  28, 
1780,  q.  v. 
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unless  the  States  would  rouse  from  the  Torper  that  had  siezed 
them,  and  observed,  that  "This  is  a  decisive  moment,  one  (I 
will  go  further  and  say)  the  most  important,  America  has  seen. 
The  Court  of  France  has  made  a  glorious  effort  for  our  deliver- 
ance ...  if  our  measures  are  not  adequate  to  the  emergency." 
The  Committee  of  Congress  in  their  late  address  to  the  several 
States  have  given  a  just  picture  of  our  situation.  I  very  much 
doubt  its  making  the  desired  impression,  and  if  it  does  not,  I 
shall  consider  our  lethargy  as  incurable.  The  present  juncture 
is  so  interesting,  that  if  it  does  not  produce  corrispondent  exer- 
tions, it  will  be  a  proof  that  motives  of  honor,  public  good  and 
even  self  preservation,  have  lost  their  influence  on  our  Minds. 
If  there  is  any  thing  in  the  foregoing  quotation  of  my  Let- 
ter to  Colo.  Harrison  that  could  prejudice  the  Service,  I  must 
abide  the  consequences,  for  I  certainly  wrote  what  is  recited, 
not  officially  as  you  will  readily  perceive,  but  in  a  private  let- 
ter to  a  friend,  whose  influence,  together  with  that  of  every 
well  wisher  to  the  cause  I  wanted  to  engage,  as  I  thought  it 
high  time  that  every  Engine  should  be  at  work.  The  whole  of 
what  I  wrote  on  the  points  you  mention,  are  faithfully  tran- 
scribed, that  you  may  judge  how  far  it  could  prejudice  the 
Service.  With  the  greatest  esteem  etc. 

PS.  The  latter  clause  of  the  quotation  of  my  letter  to  Colo. 
Harrison  I  am  not  absolutely  certain  was  sent.  The  original 
draught  contained  it,  but  I  am  in  some  doubt  whether  it  was 
copied,  or  not.  this  I  mention  that  there  may  be  no  possible 
mis-information  on  my  part. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  22,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Unfortunately  for  us,  the  Alliance  Frigate,  to 
which  the  Arms  and  Powder  we  expected  were  committed,  is 
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not  arrived.  The  disappointment  will  frustrate  our  prospects 
unless  we  can  obtain  aid  from  the  particular  States,  few  of 
which  however  have  it  in  their  power  to  afford  us  any.98  All 
the  Arms  we  can  muster  in  the  public  possession  for  our  Re- 
cruits do  not  exceed  six  thousand,  whereas  double  the  number 
will  be  wanted.  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  request  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut  a  loan  of  two  thousand  Arms,  and  if  they 
have  any  Cartouch  Boxes  as  many  as  they  can  spare.  It  is  essen- 
tial that  whatever  of  these  Articles  can  be  furnished,  should  be 
forwarded  without  delay  to  Fishkill  and  delivered  to  the  Com- 
missary of  Military  Stores  there.  I  must  also  intreat  Your  Ex- 
cellency to  have  this  effected,  as  the  Officers  in  the  service  of 
the  Continent  are  without  means  of  transportation.  The  time 
presses  so  much,  that  not  a  moment  is  to  be  lost. 

I  again  beg  leave  to  repeat  my  entreaties  that  the  measures 
in  execution  may  not  be  suffered  to  relax,  but  may  be  pushed 
on  with  increased  activity  and  exertion.  The  time  my  Dear 
Sir  is  precious  beyond  description.  None  but  those  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  objects  in  view  can  form  a 
just  Idea  of  it. 

I  requested  your  Excellency  in  a  former  letter  to  assist  with 
the  means  of  forwarding  the  Cloathing  which  came  for  us 
in  the  French  Fleet.  I  repeat  my  request.  We  want  to  be 
equipped  and  ready  to  commence  our  operations  as  soon  as 
possible,  and  the  Credit  of  the  troops  makes  it  of  real  impor- 
tance to  have  them  clad  before  we  appear  by  the  side  of  our 
Allies.  I  have  the  honor  etc. 


88Alexander  Hamilton  wrote  this  same  day  (July  22)  to  General  Knox:  "The  alliance 
is  not  come  nor  our  arms,  nor  our  powder.  They  probably  will  come  with  the  second 
division  we  want  to  know  what  we  can  do  in  the  meantime  in  the  article  of  arms 
without  those;  will  you  send  us  immediately  a  memmorandum  of  what  we  have  to 
your  knowledge?  Do  you  know  whether  the  Eastern  States  can  furnish  any  on  loan 
and  in  what  proportion.  We  must  borrow  of  them  and  borrow  of  our  allies,  if  we 
cannot  we  must  go  to  sleep."  Copy  kindly  furnished  by  R.  D.  Graeme,  of  Richmond, 
Va.,  from  an  original  in  his  possession  (1935). 
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P.  S.  I  am  anxious  to  know  as  soon  as  possible  what  may  be 
expected  in  the  Articles  of  Arms  and  Powder." 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

Head  Quarters,  July  22, 1780. 
Sir:  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  Your  Excellency  on 
the  18th,  I  have  received  a  Letter  from  Genl  Muhlenberg  of 
the  nth  inclosing  a  List  of  Sundry  Officers  (named  below) 
belonging  to  Colo  Gist's  Regiment,  who  were  omitted  in  his 
former  Return  and  in  consequence  in  the  Arrangement  in- 
tended for  the  present  of  the  Drafts,  which  I  forwarded  to 
Your  Excellency.  These  Officers  do  not  properly  belong  to  the 
Virginia  line,  but  as  the  present  formation  of  the  Drafts  is 
the  result  of  necessity  and  the  service  will  be  benefited  by  their 
having  more  Officers  than  those  contained  in  the  Arrange- 
ment transmitted;  and  as  it  will  give  employment  to  these 
Gentlemen  save  the  Continent  at  least  the  expence  of  employ- 
ing as  many  as  they  amount  to,  and  prevent  complaints  that 
would  arise  on  any  new  appointments  in  the  first  instance  and 
the  difficulty  there  would  be  in  disposing  of  them  when- 
ever the  release  of  the  Officers  in  captivity  should  make  them 
unnecessary.  For  these  reasons  I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Ex- 
cellency, I  have  written  to  Genl  Gates  or  in  his  absence  to  Genl 
Muhlenberg  to  incorporate  these  Officers  of  Gist's  with  the 
Others  for  the  present,  or  to  divide  the  drafts  into  another 
Regiment  as  may  appear  most  eligible  from  a  view  of  all  cir- 
cumstances and  the  number  of  Men  actually  collected  and 
place  them  in  it.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.1 

"In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Library. 

1The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  who  listed  the  following 
officers  on  the  verso:  Major  [Nathaniel]  Mitchell,  [retired  in  January,  1781];  Cap- 
tains [John]  Gist,  [retired  in  January,  1781];  [Samuel]  Lapsley;  [Strother]  Jones, 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  22,  1780. 
Dear  Sir :  Upon  examining  the  Return  of  Military  Stores  at 
West  Point  for  the  Month  of  June  I  find  there  were  only  662 
Muskets  in  the  Commissary's  hands.  This  appears  to  me  most 
extraordinary  as  the  number  of  Rank  and  File  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts line  amounted  on  the  last  of  November  1779  to  4569 
and  on  the  last  of  June  past  to  only  1,623,  which  makes  a  dif- 
ference of  2946  Men,  who  must  have  been  discharged,  dead, 
or  deserted;  but  who  ought  all,  except  the  latter  to  have  left 
their  Arms  behind  them.  By  this  state  there  is  a  deficiency  of 
2284  Muskets,  which  is  too  serious  a  matter  to  be  passed  over 
without  the  fullest  investigation.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased 
in  the  first  instance  to  call  upon  the  Deputy  Commissary  of 
Military  Stores  for  an  exact  Return  of  the  number  of  Arms  re- 
ceived by  him  from  the  last  of  November  to  the  last  of  June.  If 
he  reed,  them  Regimentally,  let  him  specify  them  in  the  same 
manner.  If  by  Brigades,  let  him  distinguish  them  from  each 
other.  You  will  see  by  these  how  far  the  deliveries  into  the 
Store  fall  short  of  the  number  of  Men  discharged  &c.  You  will 
dien  call  upon  the  Brigadiers  or  Officers  who  commanded  the 
Brigades  and  the  Colonels  or  Officers  who  commanded  the  Reg- 
iments during  the  above  period,  and  require  them  to  account 
for  such  deficiencies  as  appear  against  their  Corps  respectively. 

[retired  in  January,  1781];  [Joseph]  Smith,  [retired  in  January,  1781];  [Thomas] 
Bell;  [Francis]  Muir,  [retired  in  January,  1780].  Capt-Lieut.,  [William]  Brownlee 
[retired  in  January,  1780].  Lieutenants  [Robert]  Kirk,  [retired  in  January,  1781]; 
[William]  Triplett,  [retired  in  January,  1781]  and  Ensigns  [David]  Luckett,  [to 
rank  as  lieutenant  from  April,  1780;  transferred  to  the  Third  Maryland  Regiment 
in  January,  1781;  retained  in  the  Maryland  battalion  in  April,  1783;  and  remained  in 
command  of  a  company  at  Fort  Pitt  until  discharged  in  June,  1785];  John  Nelson 
[ranked  as  lieutenant  from  July,  1779,  and  retired  in  January,  1781]. 

On  this  same  day  (July  22)  Washington  wrote  practically  this  same  letter  to  Gen- 
eral Gates,  giving  the  same  directions  and  the  same  list  of  officers.  This  letter  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers.  - 
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There  may  have  been  Arms  sent  up  to  Albany  for  repair;  if 
so,  the  Commissary's  Books  will  shew  the  number.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  let  me  know,  as  soon  as  possible  the  Result  of  this 
enquiry.  Be  kind  enough  to  enquire  of  General  Poor  to  whom 
he  delivered  the  Arms  belonging  to  the  discharged  Men  of 
his  Brigade. 

Be  pleased  to  make  me  weekly  Field  Returns  of  your 
Strength  and  let  me  know  by  every  opportunity  the  number 
of  levies  which  join  you  and  from  what  States.  The  first  Field 
Return  to  be  made  immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this.  It  is 
essential  at  this  time  for  me  to  have  as  frequent  information 
as  possible  of  your  increase,  as  the  motions  of  the  Army  will 
probably  be  regulated  thereby.  I  am  &c.2 

To  BARON  STEUBEN 

Head  Quarters  near  Passaic  Falls,  July  22, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  your  favor  of  the  18th.  Inst,  and  am 
pleased  with  the  attention  you  are  paying  to  the  formation  of 
the  New-raised  Troops  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

It  will  be  best  I  think,  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  plan 
for  forming  three  complete  Companies  of  Light  Infantry  from 
the  State  Regiments  to  be  joined  to  those  furnished  by  the 
York  line;  until  it  is  known  how  far  the  measure  will  be  nec- 
essary, and  whether  it  will  not  be  more  eligible  in  that  case,  to 
detach  the  men  from  their  Officers  and  annex  them  to  the 
Companies  commanded  by  Continental  Officers  of  that  line; 
at  present  it  may  be  necessary  only  to  have  in  contemplation 
the  most  practicable  and  agreeable  method  of  doing  this  if 
there  should  be  occasion  for  it. 


2  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Major  Bradford 3  will  have  directions  to  join  and  assist  you 
in  performing  the  duties  of  your  Department.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  I  wish  you  to  use  every  possible  means  for  recovering 
the  Arms  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Massachusetts  troops 
last  Campaign,  for  reasons  I  shall  mention  more  particularly 
hereafter.4 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  near  Passaick,  July  22,  1780. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  Congress  that  I  have  been  in- 
formed by  a  Letter  from  Governor  Jefferson  to  their  Commit- 
tee in  camp,  lately  received,  that  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
had  a  Bill  before  them,  when  His  Excellency  wrote,  for  raising 
Five  Thousand  Men  for  Eighteen  months  to  supply  their  Bat- 
tallions;  and  that  by  a  Letter,  with  which  he  was  pleased  to 
honor  me  at  the  same  time,  he  requested  I  would  prepare  an 
arrangement  of  Officers  for  them;  and  suggesting  that  as  I 
might  possibly  cast  my  eyes  on  the  unemployed  Officers  in  the 
State,  he  had  written  to  Genl  Muhlenberg  to  send  me  a  Re- 
turn of  them.  By  the  post  which  brought  me  the  Governor's 
Letter.  I  received  the  Return  from  Genl  Muhlenberg,  of  which 
the  Inclosure  No.  1  is  a  Copy,  and  in  consequence  of  the  requi- 
sition I  have  made  and  transmitted  the  Arrangement  con- 
tained in  the  Inclosure  No.  2  to  His  Excellency  and  a  Copy  to 
Genl  Gates  or  in  his  absence  to  Genl  Muhlenberg,  which  ap- 
peared to  me  the  best  that  could  be  adopted  for  the  present, 
under  a  view  of  all  circumstances,  and  to  which  I  take  the 
liberty  to  refer  Congress.  I  would  also  observe  that  by  a  Let- 
ter since  of  the  nth  from  Genl.  Muhlenberg,  which  came  by 

3Maj.  William  Bradford,  of  Sherburne's  Additional  Continental  regiment.  He 
retired  in  January,  1781. 

4The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Yesterday's  post,  I  received  a  List  of  the  Officers  comprehended 
in  the  Inclosure  No.  3  now  in  Virginia  belonging  to  Colo 
Gist's  Regiment,  whose  names  were  omitted  to  be  forwarded 
before,  and  who  in  consequence,  were  not  included  in  the 
Arrangement  No.  2.  I  have  requested  Genl  Gates  or  Genl 
Muhlenberg  in  his  absence  by  a  Letter  of  to  day,  of  which  I 
have  informed  the  Governor,  to  incorporate  these  with  the 
Other  Officers  for  the  present,  tho  they  do  not  properly  belong 
to  the  Virginia  line,  or  to  divide  the  Drafts  into  another  Regi- 
ment, as  may  appear  most  eligible  on  a  consideration  of  all 
matters  and  from  the  number  of  Men  actually  collected,  and 
to  place  them  in  it.  This  measure  will  give  the  Drafts  more 
Officers  than  they  would  otherwise  have  and  will  benefit  the 
service,  employ  these  Gentlemen  save  the  Continent  at  least 
the  expence  of  engaging  as  Many  as  they  amount  to,  if  they 
should  be  necessary,  and  will  prevent  complaints  that  would 
arise  on  any  new  appointments,  except  to  the  lowest  ranks, 
and  the  difficulty  there  would  be  in  disposing  and  providing 
for  the  Officers  under  them,  whenever  the  release  of  those  in 
captivity  should  make  their  services  unnecessary. 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  these  communications, 
that  Congress  might  know  the  provision  that  is  made  for  offi- 
cering these  Levies,  and  I  hope  the  plan  will  appear  to  them 
as  it  does  to  me,  the  most  eligible,  the  situation  of  affairs  will 
admit.  It  is  unlucky  that  there  are  not  more  Officers,  as  the 
number  of  men  proposed  to  be  raised  will  exceed  their  proper 
commands  under  the  establishment,  but  this  excess  perhaps 
will  be  a  less  evil,  especially  if  the  Officers  are  active  and  assid- 
uous in  their  duties,  than  to  introduce  any  new  ones;5  and 

BAt  this  point  the  draft  has  the  following,  which  was  omitted  in  the  letter  sent: 
"unless  they  were  appointed  to  the  lowest  rank,  except  in  the  instances  I  have 
mentioned." 
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besides  it  is  possible,  that  these  Levies  like  all  others,  may  fall 
something  short  of  the  number,  in  which  case  the  inconveni- 
ence arising  from  the  want  of  more  Officers  will  not  be  so 
great.  Congress  will  perceive  that  by  the  distribution  made  in 
the  first  arrangement,  every  Regiment  will  have  Two  Field 
Officers,  and  I  supposed  it  best  to  give  them  the  same  numbers 
as  those  of  the  Regiments  to  which  the  Colonels  commanding 
them  properly  belong. 

I  was  honoured  Yesterday  with  Your  Excellency's  Letter  of 
the  14th,  and  with  it's  inclosure,  directing  me  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  exchange  of  Brigadier  General  du  Portail.  A  propo- 
sition to  this  effect  will  be  made  by  the  earliest  opportunity;  in 
compliance  with  the  direction,  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
prospect  of  it's  being  acceded  to.6  I  have  the  Honor  etc.7 

*  To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Prekeniss,  July  22, 1780. 
Sir:  The  Committee  has  done  me  the  honor  to  communicate 
a  copy  of  their  letter  of  the  18th  to  Congress  containing  a  state 
of  the  measures  they  had  taken  and  of  our  present  prospects. 
The  knowledge  I  have  of  facts  perfectly  coincides  with  their 
representation  and  the  consequences  they  draw  are  so  just  and 
important  that  they  ought  to  engage,  and  I  am  perswaded  will 
engage  the  closest  attention  of  Congress.  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
add  that  pressed  on  all  sides  by  a  choice  of  difficulties,  in  a 
moment  which  required  decision  I  have  adopted  that  line  of 
conduct  which  suited  the  dignity  and  faith  of  Congress.  The 
reputation  of  these  States  and  the  honor  of  our  Arms.  I  have 

6Du  Portail  was  exchanged  in  November,  1780. 

7In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on 
July  26  and  referred  to  the  Board  of  War.  Indorsed  "Nothing  to  be  done  by  the 
Board."  The  three  inclqsures  mentioned  are  filed  with  this  letter  from  Washington  in 
the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
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sent  on  definitive  proposals  of  co-operation  to  the  French  Gen- 
eral and  Admiral.  Neither  the  period  of  the  Season  nor  a  re- 
gard to  decency  would  permit  delay.  The  die  is  cast;  and  it 
remains  with  the  States  either  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  pre- 
serve their  credit,  and  support  their  independence  or  to  involve 
us  in  disgrace  and  defeat.  Notwithstanding  the  failures  pointed 
out  by  the  Committee,  I  shall  proceed  on  the  supposition  that 
they  will  ultimately  consult  their  own  interest  and  honor;  and 
not  suffer  us  to  fail  for  want  of  means  which  it  is  evidently  in 
their  power  to  afford.  What  has  been  done  and  is  doing  by 
some  of  the  States  confirms  the  opinion  I  have  entertained  of 
sufficient  resources  in  the  Country;  of  the  disposition  of  the 
People  to  submit  to  any  arrangement  for  bringing  them  forth, 
I  see  no  reasonable  ground  to  doubt.  If  we  fail  for  want  of 
proper  exertions  in  any  of  the  Governments,  I  trust  the  respon- 
sibility will  fall  where  it  ought  and  that  I  shall  stand  justified 
to  Congress.  To  my  Country,  and  to  the  World. 

From  mis-conception  or  some  other  cause,  there  seems  to 
have  been  not  sufficient  attention  to  the  articles  of  Transpor- 
tation, and  forage,  which  must  be  the  pivot  of  our  operations. 
Few  of  the  States  as  far  as  I  am  informed,  have  yet  put  this  im- 
portant particular  on  a  footing  equal  to  the  exigency.  Several 
have  agreed  to  furnish  the  horses  and  Waggons  demanded  for 
the  field-service  of  the  Army;  but  have  not  provided  means  to 
transport  the  Provisions,  Artillery,  Stores,  Arms,  Cloathing 
&ca.  for  the  use  of  the  Expedition  without  which  it  must  evi- 
dently be  obstructed  in  its  very  first  Stage. 

Congress  are  sensible  how  much  I  have  made  it  a  law  to 
speak  with  the  most  scrupulous  delicacy  of  the  measures  of  the 
States,  generally  or  particularly,  and  will  do  me  the  justice  to 
believe  that  the  plainness  of  my  present  remarks  is  dictated  by 
a  sense  of  duty,  by  the  importance  of  the  conjuncture,  and 
by  the  necessity  of  giving  them  a  just  view  of  our  situation. 
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I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  from  present  appearances  it  seems 
to  me  indispensable  that  Congress  should  enlarge  the  Powers 
of  their  Committee.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe  it  will  be- 
come unavoidable  to  exert  powers,  which  if  they  have  no  sanc- 
tion, may  be  very  disagreeable  to  the  people,  and  productive  of 
discontents  and  oppositions,  which  will  be  infinitely  injurious. 
With  perfect  respect  etc.8 

To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Head  Quarters,  July  22, 1780. 

I  have  received  My  Dear  Marquis  Your  letter  of  the  20th. 
inclosing  me  those  you  had  received  from  Count  De  Rocham- 
beau  and  The  Chevalier  De  Ternay.  As  I  speak  to  you  in  con- 
fidence, I  am  sorry  to  find  that  the  objections  made  by  Mr. 
De  Ternay  are  of  a  nature  to  prevent  his  entering  the  harbour, 
notwithstanding  any  superiority  he  will  probably  have.  I 
certainly  would  not  wish  him  to  endanger  his  fleet  in  any  en- 
terprise not  warranted  by  prudence  and  by  a  sufficient  prospect 
of  success  and  security;  and  I  shall  acquiesce  in  his  better  judg- 
ment of  Maritime  Affairs.  But  I  should  hope,  whenever  he  had 
a  decided  superiority  he  might  possess  the  port;  and  certainly 
without  this  our  operations  must  be  infinitely  more  precarious, 
and  in  success  much  less  decisive. 

Another  thing  that  gives  me  concern  is  the  non-arrival  of 
our  arms  and  powder.  Of  the  former  we  have  not  one  half  a 
sufficiency  for  our  recruits,  and  of  the  latter  (including  the 
quantity  expected)  we  were  defective.  Unless  therefore  our 
allies  can  lend  us  largely  we  certainly  can  attempt  nothing. 
With  every  effort  we  can  make  we  shall  fall  short  at  least  four 

8  This  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  July  31  and  referred  to  Samuel  Adams, 
Thomas  McKean,  Roger.  Sherman,  Henry  Laurens,  and  Abraham  Clark. 
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or  five  thousand  arms,  and  two  hundred  tons  of  powder.  We 
must,  of  necessity  my  Dear  Marquis  however  painful  it  is  to 
abuse  the  generosity  of  our  friends,  know  of  them,  whether 
they  can  assist  us  with  a  loan  of  that  quantity  of  arms  and 
ammunition.  I  do  not  believe  we  can  make  out  with  less;  but 
before  we  can  enter  into  any  engagements  we  must  ascertain 
what  they  will  be  able  to  spare  us.  I  entreat  you  to  speak  to 
the  Count  on  this  subject  without  delay  and  let  me  know  the 
result  by  express.  If  the  arms  can  be  obtained  endeavour  to 
have  them  forwarded  as  quick  as  possible  to  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  recruits,  that  we  may  be  training  them  a  little  and  put- 
ting them  in  condition  to  act. 

With  respect  to  The  Count's  desire  of  a  personal  interview 
with  me,  you  are  sensible  My  Dear  Marquis,  that  there  is  noth- 
ing, I  should  more  ardently  desire,  than  to  meet  him;  but 
you  are  also  sensible  that  my  presence  here  is  essential  to  keep 
our  preparations  in  activity,  or  even  going  on  at  all.  I  entreat 
you  to  impress  the  Count  with  a  proper  idea  of  this  matter 
and  convince  him  with  what  pleasure  I  should  hasten  to  meet 
him  if  it  would  not  be  injurious  to  our  affairs.  I  should  have 
anticipated  his  wishes  [sic] . 

I  am  persuaded,  My  Dear  Marquis  that  however  ardent  your 
wishes  to  undertake  the  reduction  of  a  certain  place,9  you  will 
not  fail  to  give  a  candid  and  full  view  of  the  difficulties.  We 
owe  it  to  our  allies;  we  owe  it  to  ourselves. 

Col  Hamilton  informed  you  yesterday  of  the  advices  re- 
ceived from  New  York  of  an  intended  embarkation  said  to  be 
destined  for  Rhode  Island.  Major  Lee  in  a  letter  of  the  20th. 
tells  me  the  English  fleet  had  returned  to  the  Hook. 

"Reduction  of  the  city  of  New  York.  Lafayette's  letter  of  July  20,  in  the  Washing- 
ton Papers,  discussed  the  prospects  of  the  success  of  a  joint  French-American  enterprise 
by  way  of  Long  Island  and  a  bombardment  of  New  York  from  Brooklyn. 
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Assure  The  Count  and  The  Chevalier  of  all  the  esteem  and 
attachment  I  feel  for  them  and  receive  the  assurances  of  the 
affection,  with  which,  etc. 

P.  S.  We  are  also  very  deficient  of  Cartouch  boxes.  Try  to 
procure  a  loan  of  them.  Should  we  get  the  arms,  and  should 
those  we  expect  arrive  we  will  make  a  point  of  replacing  the 
number  lent.10 

To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  22, 1780. 

My  dear  Marquis :  Since  I  wrote  to  you  this  morning  I  have 
received  another  letter  from  Major  Lee  by  which  I  am  in- 
formed that  his  account  of  the  Return  of  the  British  Fleet  to 
Sandy  Hook  was  premature.  Three  Frigates  only  came  in,  and 
that  gave  rise  to  the  report  that  the  whole  Fleet  had  returned. 
The  Major  adds,  it  is  believed  that  they  are  gone  to  the  West 
Indies.  But  that  is  an  Idea  which  I  would  not  wish  to  encour- 
age, at  least  for  a  while,  as  it  may  be  thrown  out  by  them  to 
deceive  us. 

There  is  a  report  that  five  transports  with  troops  have  sailed 
from  New  York  within  a  few  days  past,  but  I  have  it  not  from 
sufficient  authority  to  put  much  dependance  upon  it. 

Captains  Dennis,  Dobbs  and  Shaw,11  three  of  our  most  intel- 
ligent, skilful  and  trusty  Pilots  for  the  Entrance  of  the  Hook 
and  Harbour  of  New  York  go  forward  with  this,  and  will  re- 
main with  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay.  He  may  place  full  confi- 
dence in  them  and  may  be  assured  of  the  safety  of  any  persons 
recommended  by  them.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Captain  Dennis  is  a  very  respectable  Citizen.  Mr.  Shaw 
bears  a  Commn.  of  Lieutenant  in  the  American  Navy  and 

10 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
11  Daniel  (?)  Shaw.    " 


1780]  LIGHT  INFANTRY  COMPANIES  239 

Mr.  Dobbs  is  a  reputable  Man.  I  mention  these  circumstances, 
that  you  may,  in  introducing  them  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay, 
distinguish  them  from  Men,  who  enter  upon  the  service  merely 
for  hire. 

I  have  this  moment  received  yours  of  the  21st.  from  Danbury. 
You  will  find  the  subject  of  it  fully  discussed  in  my  letter  of 
this  morning.12 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Sunday,  July  23, 1780. 

Parole .    Countersigns . 

Watchword . 

/^r.L   ta     t-  [Colonel  Shreve 

Or  the  Day  1  omorrow  \  _  .      .   _,  .      _    t 

[Brigade  Major  Ogden 

Two  Battalions  for  manoeuvring  tomorrow  from  Maxwell's 

and  Stark's  brigades:  General  Hand  to  Command. 

To  BARON  STEUBEN 

Head  Quarters,  July  24, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  duly  favoured  with  your  Letters  of  the  20th. 
21.  and  22  Inst. 

It  was  not  my  intention  that  the  Companies  of  Light 
Infantry  should  finally  consist  of  different  numbers.  My  de- 
sign was  at  present  to  draw  out  twenty  men  from  each  Regi- 
ment for  that  service,  and  to  augment  the  Companies  hereafter 
to  the  full  establishment  whenever  the  strength  of  the  several 
Regts.  would  admit  of  it. 

As  the  men  who  are  selected  for  the  Light  Infantry,  are  not 
at  present  to  be  detached  from  their  respective  Corps,  there 
will  be  an  opportunity  before  their  formation  into  Regiments, 

12 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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to  make  the  necessary  arrangements,  on  the  subjects  you  are 
so  good  as  to  mention. 

However  eligible  the  plan  you  suggest  of  clothing  all  the 
Light  Infantry  in  Hunting  Shirts  and  overalls,  the  want  of 
the  former  I  am  apprehensive  will  prevent  its  being  carried 
into  execution. 

I  shall  give  orders  to  have  the  Lt.  Infantry  on  this  side  the 
River  compleated  with  Bayonets  without  delay.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Altho'  the  Light  Companies  are  not  yet  to  be  detached 
from  their  Regts.  I  would  not,  by  any  means  have  the  object 
out  of  view,  so  but  that  the  formation  may  be  compleated 
whenever  necessary.13 

To  SAMUEL  MEREDITH  AND  THOMAS  BARCLAY 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  24, 1780. 

Gentlemen :  The  Assemblage  of  the  Militia  and  Recruits  be- 
gins to  add  greatly  to  our  consumption  of  provision.  I  must 
therefore  request  you  immediately  to  increase  your  supply  of 
flour  to  the  utmost  of  your  power.  You  will  be  pleased  to  order 
it  all  in  the  first  instance  to  this  Camp,  but  as  circumstances 
may  require  us  to  move,  the  teams  are  to  be  provided  with 
forage  to  proceed  as  far  as  Kings  ferry  if  necessary,  and  the 
drivers  instructed  on  that  head,  that  we  may  have  no  disputes 
with  them  after  going  forward.  You  will  oblige  me  by  letting 
me  know,  as  soon  as  possible,  what  quantity  of  Flour  you  have 
at  Trenton  and  at  Philada.  and  how  much  per  day  you  think 
you  will  have  it  in  your  power  to  transport,  suppose  as  far  as 
Kings  Ferry.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  You  will  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Directors  of  the  Bank 
in  Philad.  how  necessary  it  will  be  for  them  to  extend  their 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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purchases  of  Flour  immediately.  We  depend  in  a  great  meas- 
ure upon  Penna.  until  the  Crops  of  Jersey  and  New  York  are 
fit  for  use.14 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Monday,  July  24, 1780. 

Parole  Farmington.    Countersigns  Greece,  Goa. 

Watchword  Conquer. 

^      ,     1     ^  [Colonel  Jackson 

b  or  the  day  Tomorrow  {_  .      ,   '     .     TT      T 

I  Brigade  Major  Van  Laer 

The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  Presi- 
dent, to  assemble  tomorrow  morning  Eight  o  clock  at  the  place 
where  they  last  sat. 

A  Captain  from  the  4th.  regiment  of  Light  Dragoons  to 
attend  the  Court  in  the  room  of  one  of  the  Captains  from 
Hand's  Brigade. 

The  Men  drafted  for  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners  agree- 
able to  the  order  of  the  22d.  Instant  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Grand 
Parade  tomorrow  at  Guard  mounting. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

In  Committee  of  Congress,  Camp  Pracaness, 

July  23,  1780. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  laid  before  the  Committee  a  letter  to 

Him  from  the  Honorable  Jeremiah  Powell,  President  of  the  State  of 

Massachusett's  Bay  of  the  4th.  day  of  May  last  inclosing  a  copy  of  the  Act 

of  the  Legislature  of  said  State  which  is  in  the  Words  following  (vizt.) 

"  State  of  Massachusett's  Bay 
"In  the  House  of  Representatives,  May  4th.  1780. 
"  Whereas  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Henry  Jackson  rais'd 
by  this  State  and  considered  by  Congress  as  part  of  her  Quota  in  the 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Continental  Army  have  suffered  many  inconveniencies  from  their  dis- 
arrangement in  the  Line  of  this  State.  Therefore. 

"Resolved  That  the  Regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Henry  Jackson 
in  the  Continental  Army  be  and  hereby  are  deemed  and  considered  to 
belong  to  the  line  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay  in  said  Army  and 
shall  for  the  future  be  entitled  to  receive  all  benefits  and  Advantages  aris- 
ing to  the  said  line  and  that  the  Major  part  of  the  Council  be  desired  to 
address  a  Letter  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington  requesting  Him 
to  arrange  and  Number  the  said  Regiment  in  the  line  of  the  said  State 
according  to  their  Rank. 

"Resolved  By  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  the 
regiment  commanded  by  Colonel  Henry  Jackson  one  of  the  Additional 
Corps  be  and  is  hereby  annexed  to  the  Massachusetts  Line  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army  and  shall  hence  forth  be  considered  and  called  the  16th 
regiment  in  the  Massachusetts  line  of  Continental  Troops.  Provided  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  considered  or  taken  to  be  a  credit  to  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  bay  for  more  of  the  non  commissioned  officers  and 
Soldiers  than  were  Citizens  of  that  State  at  the  time  of  their  Engagement 
in  said  corps. 

"(Signed)  Phil:  Schuyler 
"John  Matthews 
"Nath:  Peabody" 

In  Committee  of  Congress,  Camp  Pracaness, 

July  23, 1780. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  laid  before  the  Committee  an  Act  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut  which  is  in  the  Words  following  to  wit: 

"At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  the  state  of 
Connecticutt  in  America  holden  at  Hartford  on  the  2d.  Thursday  of  May, 
Anno  Dom.  1780. 

"  Upon  the  Memorial  of  Ebenezer  Huntington  Esq.  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Commandant  of  the  Battalion  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  raised  in 
this  State  of  which  Samuel  B.  Webb  Esq.  now  a  prisoner  of  War  is  Colo- 
nel shewing  to  this  Assembly  that  although  said  Battalion  hath  received 
Bounties  refreshments  and  all  allowance  as  the  eight  Battalions  raised 
in  this  State  have  had  and  received  notwithstanding  they  have  not  been 
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explicitly  adopted  by  this  State  and  added  to  their  Line  in  the  aforesaid 
Army  which  is  inconvenient  to  this  State  and  to  said  Battalion  as  pr 
Memorial  on  file. 

"Resolved  by  this  Assembly  that  the  aforesaid  Battalion  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  raised  in  this  State  and  commanded  by  Samuel  B. 
Webb  Esq.  as  Colonel  be  and  the  same  is  adopted  claimed  and  declared 
to  be  one  of  the  Battalions  of  this  State  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
and  of  the  Connecticutt  line  in  the  said  Army,  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  their  Army  are  desired  to 
consider  said  battalion  as  being  part  of  the  line  of  this  State  in  said  Army 
and  to  order  and  treat  them  as  such  accordingly. 

"A  true  Copy  of  record  George  Wyllys,  Secy. 

"Resolved  By  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  that  the 
regiment  whereof  Samuel  B.  Webb  Esq.  is  Colonel  now  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Ebenezer  Huntington  and  one  of  the  additional 
Corps  be  and  hereby  is  annexed  to  the  Connecticutt  line  in  the  Continen- 
tal Army  and  shall  henceforth  be  considered  and  called  the  9th.  Regiment 
in  the  Connecticutt  line  of  the  Continental  Troops.  Provided  that  noth- 
ing herein  contained  shall  be  considered  or  taken  to  be  a  Credit  to  the 
State  of  Connecticutt  for  more  of  the  noncommissioned  officers  and  Sol- 
diers than  were  Citizens  of  that  State  at  the  time  of  their  Engagements 
in  said  Corps. 

"Phil.  Schuyler 
"John  Matthews 
"Nat  Peabody" 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  24, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  been  regularly  favored  with  your  several  let- 
ters, two  of  the  22d  and  two  of  the  23d  instant. 

The  intelligence  I  have  received  from  different  quarters  is 
of  the  same  nature  as  that  of  yours,  and  speaks  of  an  em- 
barkation destined  against  our  allies  at  Rhode  Island.   The 
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communications  which  you  made  to  Major  General  Heath,  on 
this  subject,  were  very  proper,  whether  the  enemy  mean  only 
demonstration,  for  the  purpose  of  delaying  our  measures,  or 
for  serious  operations  in  that  quarter. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  order  forward  the  militia  from  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  arrived  and  arriving  at  Cla- 
verac,  either  to  Fish-kill  or  the  most  eligible  situation  in  its 
vicinity  on  either  side  the  river.  However  as  Claverac  is  con- 
sidered as  a  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  militia,  it  will  be 
expedient  to  have  a  small  deposit  of  provision  at  this  post  for 
temporary  purposes. 

I  wish  you  immediately  to  put  the  troops  under  your  com- 
mand under  orders  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice,  and  to 
concert  measures  with  the  quarter  master  to  give  the  order  effi- 
ciency as  soon  as  its  execution  becomes  necessary. 

Pray  inform  me  whether  the  arms  from  Albany  have  ar- 
rived, and  in  what  number.  I  am  &c.15 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  DAVID  FORMAN 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  24, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Having  occasion  for  the  services  of  Major  Lees 
Corps  in  another  quarter  I  have  ordered  them  from  Mon- 
mouth, but  I  have  directed  the  Major  previous  to  his  removal 
to  drive  off  the  Horses  and  Cattle  from  the  places  which  you 
mentioned  to  me  as  being  within  the  enemy's  reach  and  per- 
hape  intended  for  their  use.  He  will  apply  to  you  for  advice, 
which  you  can  give  him  privately,  as  I  imagine  it  would  not  be 
prudent  for  you,  in  your  present  situation,  to  appear  in  the 
matter. 


JThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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You  will  oblige  me  by  keeping  a  look  out  as  before  upon 
the  coast  and  giving  me  information  of  any  material  move- 
ments towards  or  from  New  York.  I  thank  you  for  your  past 
accuracy  of  observation  and  am  &c.16 

To  COLONEL  ELIAS  DAYTON 

Head  Quarters,  Col  Deys,  July  24, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  for  some  days  past  under  apprehensions  for 
the  safety  of  your  regiment.  It  is  certainly  too  much  exposed 
in  its  present  position.  I  therefore  desire  that  you  will  remove 
it  some  distance  into  the  Country  where  it  may  be  less  exposed 
and  yet  answer  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  sent  into  the 
neighbourhood  of  Elizabeth  Town.  It  appears  to  me  that  West 
Farms  will  be  a  good  position  as  I  observed  in  my  letter  of  the 
10th.  When  you  have  given  the  necessary  orders  for  this  pur- 
pose you  will  proceed  to  Head  Quarters.  But  before  you  set  off 
I  wish  you  to  leave  such  directions  with  your  Son,  as  will  en- 
able him  to  carry  on  the  train  of  intelligence  you  are  now 
engaged  in.  I  am  &c. 

N.  B.  The  Flag  Boats  should  also  be  well  attended  to,  to 
prevt.  abuses.17 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  FELLOWS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  24, 1780. 
Sir:  I  am  just  now  favd.  with  yours  of  the  22d.  I  had,  pre- 
vious to  the  Receipt  of  it,  been  informed  by  Genl.  Howe  that 
the  Militia  from  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  were 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade;  the  N.  B.  is  in  that  of 
Washington. 
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beginning  to  come  into  Claverac  and  that  there  were  no  Maga- 
zines formed  there  for  their  subsistence.  Upon  this  I  desired 
him  to  order  them  down  to  Fishkill  as  fast  as  they  arrived,  but 
immediately  to  throw  such  a  supply  into  Claverac  as  would 
serve  them  the  short  time  they  were  to  halt  there.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  difficulties  you  have  met  with  on  the  score  of 
provision  have  been  owing  to  any  other  causes  than  that  gen- 
eral derangement  which  had  pervaded  all  our  departments,  and 
which  will  not  again  be  put  in  proper  train  until  the  supplies 
demanded  of  the  States  come  in  regularly  and  fully.  I  have 
again  repeated  my  request  to  Genl.  Howe  and  have  written  to 
Colo.  Hay  the  purchasing  Agent  for  the  State  of  New  York 
to  make  every  preparation  in  his  power  for  the  reception  of 
the  Levies  at  Claverac;  I  therefore  hope  that  matters  will  in 
a  little  time  be  put  upon  a  better  footing.  I  do  not  know  how 
it  has  happened  that  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  made  no 
provision  for  their  Troops  further  than  Worcester,  as  Claverac 
was  assigned  for  their  place  of  rendezvous.  I  am  &c.18 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Head  Quarters,  July  24, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  I  received  your  favor  of  the  21st.  this  morning. 

With  respect  to  its  contents,  I  have  directed  Major  Genl. 
Howe  to  order  on  the  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  Mi- 
litia as  they  shall  arrive,  to  Fish  kill,  or  the  most  eligible  place 
in  its  vicinity  on  either  side  the  river.  I  have  also  directed  as 
Claverack  is  considered  as  a  place  of  rendezvous,  to  have  a 
small  deposit  of  provisions  at  this  post  for  temporary  purposes. 
I  am  etc.19 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 
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To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Head  Quarters,  July  24, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  Since  writing  you  of  this  date,  mentioning  the  ne- 
cessity of  a  deposit  of  provision  at  Claverac,  for  temporary 
purposes,  I  have  received  information  through  General  Fel- 
lows, that  the  militia  are  put  to  the  utmost  inconvenience  and 
distress,  by  not  finding  a  supply  at  this  place  of  general  rendez- 
vous. I  have  therefore  to  request  your  instant  and  most  effec- 
tual exertions,  for  procuring  a  supply,  and  in  depositing  it 
there.  On  many  accounts  it  requires  immediate  attention. 
I  have  written  Gen:  Howe  on  this  subject.  If  you  find,  that  the 
militia  which  are  at  Claverac  and  expected  could  have  a  con- 
veyance down  by  water,  you  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  this  end.  I  am  etc.20 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  24, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  yesterday  reed  your  favr.  of  the  22d.  with  letters 
from  the  Culpers  inclosed.  I  return  you  Copy  of  that  from 
Culper  Junr.  by  which  it  appears  that  he  does  not  incline  to 
continue  the  correspondence.  The  old  Gentleman  may  per- 
haps have  it  in  his  power  now  and  then  to  give  intelligence 
which  may  be  material.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  desire 
him  to  communicate  any  matters  which  appear  important, 
such  as  the  sailing  of  troops,  arrivals  of  reinforcements  either 
of  ships  or  Men,  or  any  considerable  change  of  the  disposition 
of  the  enemy's  force.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  I  shall  by  the  first  opportunity  send  you  some  Money.21 

20  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  Mc  Henry. 

21  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  July  24, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  am  informed  by  General  Foreman  that  there  is  a 
great  number  of  horses  in  those  parts  of  Monmouth  County 
within  the  enemy's  power  belonging  to  disaffected  persons. 
To  prevent  the  enemy's  having  the  benefit  of  these,  and  to  have 
it  ourselves,  you  will  immediately  set  about  driving  off  from 
the  part  of  the  country  under  the  above  description  all  the 
horses  fit  for  waggon  or  riding  service,  and  deliver  them  to 
the  Quarter  Master  General,  giving  certificates  to  the  persons 
from  whom  they  are  taken,  descriptive  as  far  as  you  can  of  the 
quality  and  value  of  the  horses.  You  will  do  the  same  with  re- 
spect to  fat  Cattle,  delivering  these  to  the  Commissary  General. 

The  moment  you  have  executed  this  business  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  Easton  where  you  will  receive  directions  from  the  Quar- 
ter Master  General  for  an  impress  of  teams  in  Pensylvania. 

These  objects  are  of  the  greatest  importance  at  the  present 
juncture,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  execute  them  with  your 
usual  prudence  decision  and  celerity. 

I  wish  you  to  consult  General  Foreman  for  what  relates  to 
Monmouth.  I  am  etc.22 

To  ABRAHAM  SKINNER 

Head  Quarters,  July  24, 1780. 
Sir :  I  have  received  Your  Letter  of  the  22d  Instant  inclosing 
a  Copy  of  one  from  Mr  Loring  the  British  Commissary  of 
prisoners  of  the  19th.  I  find  by  his  Letter  that  the  Enemy  in- 
tend now  or  at  least  wish  to  effect  it  if  they  can,  to  connect  the 
exchange  of  our  Officers  and  privates,  prisoners  at  New  York 

22The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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and  Long  Island,  and  to  make  the  release  of  the  former  depend 
on  that  of  the  latter.  This  is  evidently  the  Object  at  which  they 
now  aim.  It  is  inadmissible,  and  what  I  will  not  accede  to.  Ex- 
changes, from  the  first  that  took  place  between  us  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  have  been  conducted  on  a  very  different  principle, 
and  it  was  never  attempted  in  any  case  before  to  combine  the 
release  of  Officers  and  Men  together,  except  in  the  instance  of 
the  Convention  Troops;  and  the  propositions  contained  in  Mr 
Loring's  Letter  of  the  21st.  of  June  whatever  communications 
he  may  have  thought  proper  to  give  since  are  separate  and  dis- 
tinct with  respect  to  the  business,  and  do  not  in  the  most  distant 
manner  hint  at  any  relation  between  them.  You  are  therefore 
to  govern  yourself  intirely  by  his  proposition  of  the  21st  of 
June  and  by  my  Letter  of  the  12th  Instant,  with  respect  to 
the  Officers. 

As  to  the  privates,  prisoners  in  New  York,  about  whose  ex- 
change the  Enemy  appear  solicitous  at  present,  it  might  be 
remarked  that  humanity  required  it  much  more  strongly  when 
it  was  proposed  and  urged  on  our  part  on  the  3d  of  Feby,  and 
that  they  thought  proper  then  to  decline  it  and  not  to  give  any 
answer  upon  the  subject  till  the  6th  of  May.  But  waiving  all 
consideration  of  the  motives  which  induced  them  then  to  de- 
cline what  they  now  would  accede  to.  You  may  ascertain  with 
Mr.  Loring  and  obtain  Lists  from  him,  of  such  as  are  really 
prisoners  whom  we  shall  deem  as  such  and  fit  subjects  of  Ex- 
change. This  will  be  a  good  and  necessary  preliminary  step, 
and  such  as  will  facilitate  their  relief. 

In  consequence  of  directions  I  have  just  received  for  the  pur- 
pose, You  will  propose  to  Mr  Loring  to  exchange  any  Brigadier 
Genl  belonging  to  them  in  our  hands  for  Brigadier  Genl  du 
Portail,who  was  taken  at  Charles  Town,  and,  if  the  proposition 
is  agreed  to,  You  will  take  immediate  Measures  for  releasing 
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the  Officer  given  on  our  part,  and  will  obtain  an  order  for  the 
liberation  of  Genl  Portail  and  for  his  safe  conduct  to  Philadel- 
phia, or  some  part  of  Jersey,  if  Sir  Henry  Clinton  will  indulge 
him  with  a  passage  by  Water,  or  if  not,  'till  he  arrives  at  such 
place  in  North  Carolina  as  he  may  mention. 

As  Lt  Genl  Burgoyne  is  not  with  the  Convention  Troops, 
and  the  Enemy  have  no  Officer  of  ours  of  his  rank  to  exchange 
for  him;  and  as  they  have  several  of  our  Colonels  prisoners  to 
them,  who  can  never  be  exchanged  on  the  principle  of  equal 
rank ;  I  wish  You  to  propose  for  the  mutual  relief  of  the  parties, 
his  exchange  for  Our  Colonels,  as  far  as  it  may  extend,  accord- 
ing to  the  tariff  or  grades  which  were  discussed  and  thought 
reasonable  by  our  respective  Commissioners  when  at  Amboy 
last;  beginning  first  with  the  Officers  of  this  rank  prisoners 
in  this  quarter,  reserving  One  to  be  exchanged  for  Colonel 
Cockier 23  and  extending  it  to  the  relief  of  those  in  the  Conti- 
nental line  prisoners  at  the  Southward,  as  far  as  it  will  reach 
according  to  the  seniority  of  their  capture  and  where  this  is 
equal  the  dates  of  Commission  must  govern. 

There  were  Two  Officers  of  the  name  of  Robinson,  Sons  of 
Colonel  Robinson,24  taken  at  Stony  Point.  You  will  permit 
them  to  go  to  New  York  on  parole,  and  remain  till  called  for 
or  exchanged.  I  am  etc.25 

To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  July  25, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  yours  of  the  23d.  Inst,  by  which  it 
appears  as  if  the  British  Fleet  were  plying  off  and  on.  The 

23 Col.  Johann  Wilhelm  Kochler  (Cockier),  of  the  Regiment  Trumbach,  German 
allied  troops. 

24  Col.  Beverley  Robinson's  sons,  Capt.  Morris  Robinson,  of  the  Queen's  Rangers, 
Loyalist  Provincial  Troops,  and  Ensign  Frederick  Philipse  Robinson,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Foot,  British  Army. 

25  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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dispatches  which  were  lodged  in  Monmouth  for  Count  Ro- 
chambeau  and  Monsieur  Ternay  are  no  longer  of  use  there. 
You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  take  them  up  from  Genl.  For- 
man,  if  they  are  in  his  hands,  and  either  send  them  to  me  by 
an  Officer,  if  one  is  coming  this  way,  or  keep  them  with  you, 
till  you  meet  with  me  again.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  Upon  recollection  the  dispatches  contain  some  Maps 
which  are  wanted.  You  will  therefore  send  them  by  an  Officer, 
if  no  opportunity,  on  which  you  can  perfectly  depend,  offers.28 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Tuesday,  July  25, 1780. 

Parole  Dartmouth.    Countersigns  Drum,  Dee. 

Watchword  Remember. 

t?     it    j  "   »r  [Colonel  Angell 

For  the  day  Tomorrow  1  _  .     ,   _ ,  ?     _    .     27 
[Brigade  Major  Ogden 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Major  Thomas  L.  Moore  is  appointed  a  Member  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  President  vice 
Major  Edwards  going  on  Command. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JEDIDIAH  HUNTINGTON 

Head  Quarters,  July  25, 1780. 

Sir:  Application  has  been  made  to  me  on  the  part  of  Capt 

Perkins28  of  the  first  Connecticut  Regt.  for  a  discharge  from 

the  service.   It  must  occur  to  the  reflection  of  every  person 

acquainted  with  military  service,  that  the  present  time  is 

28  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
^Maj.  Aaron  Ogden. 

28  Capt.  Ebenezer  Perkins,  of  the  First  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  resigned  in  July, 
1780. 


252  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [July 

exceedingly  improper  for  such  applications.  Besides  I  am  in- 
formed that  Capt.  Perkins  has  already  left  the  Continent,  or  is 
about  it,  having  obtained  a  Vessel  for  the  purpose.  This  ap- 
pears to  be  a  very  extraordinary  step,  previous  to  obtaining 
leave  for  resignation.  For  these  reasons  I  cannot  think  of 
granting  his  request,  unless  you  should  conceive  there  is  great 
occasion  for  it.  I  am  etc.29 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Wednesday,  July  26, 1780. 
Parole  Parma.    Countersigns  F.,  B. 
Watchword  Circumspect. 

[Lieutenant  Colonel  North 


For  the  Day  Tomorrow  \„  ...     ,,,, 

[Brigade  Major  Bradford 

Instead  of  the  light  Infantry  directed  by  the  order  of  the  16th. 
instant,  the  1st.  and  3d.  Pennsylvania  regiments  will  furnish  a 
company  of  rifle  men  each  of  forty  two  rank  and  file.  If  these 
regiments  have  not  the  number  of  riflemen  requisite  the  defi- 
ciency is  to  be  drawn  from  the  other  regiments  of  that  line  and 
the  aforemention'd  regiments  will  furnish  an  equal  number  of 
men  to  the  others  in  Exchange.  Major  Parr  will  take  com- 
mand of  these  two  Companies  and  will  take  immediate  meas- 
ures for  preparing  Arms  and  Accoutrements. 

Robert  Thomas  Johnson  Richards  was  tried  at  a  General 
Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Richard  Butler  is  President, 
for  "  Being  a  Spy."  The  Court  are  of  opinion  the  Charge  is 
not  supported  and  do  acquit  him.  He  is  to  be  released  from 
Confinement. 

At  the  same  Court,  Wait  Warden  and  Ebenezer  Hill  of  the 
1st.  Connecticut  regiment  were  tried  for  stealing  a  barrel  of 

28 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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flour  from  Commissary  Gamble:  found  Guilty  of  a  breach 
of  Article  5  Section  18  of  the  Articles  of  War  and  sentenced 
to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  each  on  their  bare  backs. 

Lieutenant  Bonham so  of  the  1st.  Jersey  regiment  was  tried 
at  the  same  Court  on  the  following  Charge  vizt.  "That  from 
inattention  or  other  misconduct  he  suffer'd  John  Quail  and 
Daniel  Diamond,  two  prisoners,  to  escape,  the  latter  a  pris- 
oner of  War." 

The  Court  do  acquit  Lieutenant  Bonham  of  inattention  and 
misconduct  with  respect  to  the  escape  of  the  prisoners  men- 
tion'd  in  the  Charge  against  him. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  acquittal  Lieutenant 
Bonham  is  releas'd  from  Arrest. 

The  sentences  against  Warden  and  Hill  are  confirm'd  and 
order 'd  to  be  put  in  execution  tomorrow  morning  at  Guard 
mounting  on  the  Grand  Parade. 

*  To  JOHN  MITCHELL 

Head  Qrs.,  Prekeness,  July  26, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  Your  Letter  of  the  19th.  accompanying  12  pr.  thread 
hose  came  Safe  to  hand;  the  latter  I  fear  are  too  small,  but 
they  must  do. 

I  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  had  about  the  Chariot. 
The  Sum  for  which  the  old  one  sold  and  wch.  you  say  lyes  in 
your  hands  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  pay  to  Mrs.  Washington's 
order;  first  deducting  the  price  of  the  Merseilles  quilting,  and 
the  repairs  to  my  Watch  (by  the  inclosed  ticket)  which  is  every 
thing  I  recollect  of  a  private  nature  and  that  ought  not  to  go 
to  public  Acct.  My  Compliments  attend  Mrs.  Mitchell  and 
I  am  etc. 


30 Lieut.  Absalom  Bonham.   He  had  been  transferred  to  the  Second  New  Jersey 
Regiment  and  served  to  April,  1783. 


254  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [July 

To  PRESIDENT  MESHECH  WEARE 

Head  Quarters,  July  26, 1780. 

Sir :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favor  of  the  15th. 

The  particular  and  spirited  exertions  of  the  State  of  New- 
Hampshire  to  fulfil  the  objects  which  we  have  in  view  cannot 
but  meet  the  warmest  applause  of  every  lover  of  their  Country. 
It  has  mine  in  a  very  high  degree,  but  not  more  than  it  has 
deserved. 

I  could  wish  the  loan  of  powder  to  be  forwarded,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  to  Springfield,  and  lodged  there  in  the  public  mag- 
azines. With  regard  to  the  supplies  of  Cattle,  the  bearer  of  this, 
carries  full  instructions  from  the  commissary  of  purchases  for 
their  disposal.  I  have  the  honor  etc.81  [n.h.h.s.] 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENOIT  JOSEPH  TARLE32 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  26, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  by  the  receipt  of  your  favr.  of  the 
15th.  I  should  be  happy  that  the  little  assistance  which  I  was 
able  to  give  Monsieur  De  Corny  might  have  contributed  in 
any  degree  to  the  completion  of  the  arrangements  committed 
to  his  care. 

Your  assurances  of  making  all  your  future  dispositions  accord 
as  far  as  possible  with  those  of  the  American  Army,  merit  my 
acknowledgments,  and  will  be  undoubtedly  attended  with  very 
salutary  consequences.  You  may  depend  that  I  shall  with  pleas- 
ure do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  assist  your  operations  to 
contribute  to  the  accommodation  of  the  troops  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  and  to  testify  with  how  much  consideration 
I  have  the  honor  etc.33 


'In  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 

'Intendant,  French  Army  in  America. 

!  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  SIM  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  26, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
10th  inclosing  Copies  of  the  several  laws  passed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  your  State,  for  procuring  the  supplies  of  Men,  provisions 
and  Carriages  required  by  the  Honble.  the  Committee  of  Co- 
operation in  conjunction  with  me.  The  readiness  with  which 
those  laws  were  passed,  and  the  pointed  attention  which  your 
Excellency  seems  determined  to  pay  to  the  due  execution  of 
them  are  happy  presages  that  they  will  be  speedily  and  fully 
carried  into  effect.  I  have  the  honor  etc.34  [md.h.s.] 

To  SIR  HENRY  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  July  26, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  duly  honoured  with  Your  Excellency's 
Letter  of  the  19th  Instant,  and  am  pleased  to  find  that  the  prop- 
osition I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to  General  Knyp- 
hausen,  and  afterwards  to  Your  Excellency  on  the  5th  of  this 
Month,  for  mutually  appointing  agents  for  prisoners,  has  met 
your  approbation.  I  should  have  been  happy  if  you  had  de- 
lineated in  your  Letter,  your  ideas  of  the  powers  and  restric- 
tions under  which  they  are  to  act,  but  not  having  done  it,  I  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  inclosed  propositions  on  this  head  for  your 
consideration  and  to  request  your  Answer  to  them,  as  soon  as 
it  may  be  convenient,  with  any  additional  ones  Your  Excel- 
lency may  think  proper  to  subjoin. 

It  will  be  perfectly  agreable  for  the  Agent  to  be  appointed 
on  your  part  to  reside  at  Lancaster,  as  Your  Excellency  has 
proposed,  which  will  also  be  made  the  place  of  confinement 

81  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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for  the  privates,  prisoners  of  War,  in  our  hands,  as  far  as  cir- 
cumstances will  reasonably  permit.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.35 

PROPOSITIONS  RESPECTING  AGENTS 
FOR  PRISONERS 

July  26, 1780. 
1  st.  The  Respective  Agents  are  to  be  permitted  to  visit  the 
prisoners  confined  where  they  reside,  at  least  once  a  week,  in 
the  presence  of  an  Officer  appointed  for  the  purpose,  in  order 
to  collect  Returns,  see  that  they  are  regularly  served  with  the 
provision  to  which  they  are  entitled;  to  hear  their  Complaints 
if  any;  and  in  general  to  examine  into  the  state  of  their  health, 
accomodation  and  wants;  all  which  they  may  report  to  the 
Commander  in  Chief  in  whose  lines  they  are,  and  also  to  their 
own  Commander  in  Chief,  if  they  deem  it  essential.  They  are 
to  be  permitted  in  like  manner  and  for  the  same  purposes  to 
visit  such  other  prisoners  as  may  be  confined  at  more  remote 
posts,  whenever  they  judge  it  necessary. 

2.  The  Agents  are  to  be  allowed  to  receive  and  distribute 
among  the  prisoners  such  provision,  Cloathing  and  necessaries 
as  may  be  transmitted  for  their  use  from  time  to  time.  They 
shall  also  be  at  liberty  in  addition,  to  purchase  those  Articles 
from  the  Adverse  party,  and  to  negociate  Bills  of  Exchange  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  for  such  purchases,  the  boad  of  the 
Officers,  and  for  their  other  exigencies. 

3.  Each  Agent  to  be  allowed  to  dwell  by  himself,  with  his 
family,  if  he  has  one,  without  having  any  person  billetted  with 
him,  or  being  subjected  to  any  impositions  whatever,  under 
such  general  regulations  as  the  Respective  Commanders  in 
Chief  or  Other  proper  Officers  may  direct. 

35  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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4.  Each  Agent  to  be  at  liberty  to  pass  to  the  Army  to  which 
he  belongs  whenever  he  may  think  it  necessary  for  obtaining 
supplies  for  the  prisoners  or  settling  his  Accounts,  subject  to 
the  controul  however  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  within 
whose  lines  he  is,  in  case  circumstances  should  require  his  be- 
ing delayed.  The  Agents  upon  this  and  all  occasions  to  con- 
sider themselves  under  parole,  not  to  divulge  or  do  any  thing 
prejudicial  to  the  party  with  whom  they  reside. 

5.  In  case  of  misbehaviour  or  a  charge  of  misbehaviour  in 
either  Agent,  on  a  complaint  thereof  and  request  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  under  whom  he  acts,  he  shall  be  recalled  and 
Another  appointed. 

6.  If  an  Agent  should  resign  or  be  recalled,  he  is  to  be  per- 
mitted to  return  with  his  family  and  effects,  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  a  flag. 

7.  Each  Commander  in  Chief  to  be  answerable  for  the  good 
behaviour  of  the  Agent  appointed  on  his  part,  who  shall  not 
intermeddle  with  public  affairs  or  the  politics  of  the  place 
where  he  is  Resident. 

8.  The  Agents  on  either  side  to  be  secure  in  their  persons  and 
Effects,  and  to  be  treated  with  suitable  respect  while  they 
continue  in  office.36 

To  SIR  HENRY  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  July  26, 1780. 
Sir:  Your  Excellency's  despatches  on  the  subject  of  the 
Troops  of  Convention,  have  been  received.  I  am  exceedingly 
obliged  by  the  favourable  sentiments  You  are  pleased  to  en- 
tertain of  my  disposition  towards  prisoners,  and  I  beg  leave  to 

36  A  copy,  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  is  filed  with  Washington's  let- 
ter to  the  President  of  Congress,  Aug.  24,  1780,  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental 
Congress. 
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assure  you,  Sir,  that  I  am  sensible  of  the  treatment,  which  those 
under  your  direction  have  generally  experienced.  There  is 
nothing  more  contrary  to  my  wishes,  than  that  Men  in  cap- 
tivity should  suffer  the  least  unnecessary  severity  or  want;  and 
I  shall  take  immediate  occasion  to  transmit  a  Copy  of  the  Re- 
port You  inclosed  (the  truth  of  which  I  can  neither  deny  or 
admit)  to  the  Commandant  at  Charlotte-ville,  with  orders  to 
inquire  into  the  facts,  and  to  redress,  wherever  there  may  be 
grievances.  At  the  same  time  that  I  will  not  pretend  to  contro- 
vert the  justice  of  the  matters  complained  of  by  Mr.  Hoaksly,37 
(the  Report  transmitted  being  the  first  and  only  communica- 
tion I  have  had  with  respect  to  them)  I  cannot  but  think  the 
terms  of  Genl.  Phillips's  Letter  to  Your  Excellency,  rather  ex- 
ceptionable, and  that  this  Gentleman's  own  experience  and 
good  understanding  should  have  led  to  a  more  favourable 
and  just  interpretation  than  the  one  he  has  been  pleased  to 
make  upon  the  occasion.  I  have  the  honor  etc.38 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  July  26, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  just  received  the  inclosed  plan  for  conducting 
the  Quarter  Master  General's  department  of  the  15th.  instant, 

37 The  complaint  of  Robert  Hoakesley  (Hoakesly,  Hoaksley),  wagonmaster  general, 
Convention  troops,  under  date  of  July  12,  1780,  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  His 
complaint  was  that  the  prisoners  were  not  properly  supplied  with  provisions.  General 
Phillip's  letter  of  July  12  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers,  stated  that:  "Such  Severities  and  hardships  upon  the  Troops  of  Convention 
will  force  them  to  disperse  and  desert,  and  in  doing  so  quit  the  abiding  by  the  Treaty 
of  Saratoga,  which  the  Americans  perhaps  wish  to  have  dissolved.  By  thus  starving  as 
it  were  the  Troops  of  Convention  they,  by  that  means,  are  driven  to  seek  refuge  in  the 
Country  or  by  deserting,  to  become  prisoners  of  war  under  the  supposition  that,  in 
detached  and  scattered  parties,  they  may  be  able  to  procure  provisions,  which  seem  to 
be  denied  them  in  a  collected  Body."  Clinton,  in  forwarding  this  to  Washington, 
July  19,  added:  "You  cannot  but  be  informed,  Sir,  that  our  conduct  towards  your 
Prisoners  here  is  humane  and  liberal,  and  I  am  persuaded  your  wish  must  be  to  main- 
tain this  System  of  Benevolence  towards  Men  who  have  the  misfortune  of  enduring 
Captivity."  Clinton's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

38 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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which  I  transmit  for  your  government.39  With  the  greatest 
esteem  etc.40 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENJAMIN  LINCOLN 

Head  Quarters,  July  26, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  transmit  You  the  inclosed  Letter  from  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  in  answer  to  Yours  of  the  5th.  Instant.  I  am  exceed- 
ingly sorry  to  find  that  he  seems  to  involve  your  Exchange 
with  that  of  the  Southern  Army  and  to  make  it  depend  upon 
it.  At  this  time,  for  the  reasons  I  mentioned  to  You,  and  Others 
which  will  readily  occur,  an  Exchange  of  privates  could  not 
possibly  be  gone  into  with  the  least  degree  of  policy;  and  un- 
der any  circumstances  of  an  extensive  exchange,  the  release  of 
the  Officers  on  Long  Island,  who  have  been  so  long  in  captivity 
must  be  first  attended  to.  If  you  think  a  personal  interview  be- 
tween You  and  Major  General  Phillips  may  conduce  in  the 
smallest  degree  to  your  own  liberation,  I  shall  be  happy  to  pro- 
mote it,  as  far  as  it  can  depend  on  me.  Wishing  You  health  and 
happiness  I  am  etc.41 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
SAMUEL  HOLDEN  PARSONS 

Head  Quarters  near  Passaic  Falls,  July  26, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  duly  favored  with  your  Letter  of  the 
21st.  Inst. 

The  non  arrival  of  the  Arms  expected  with  the  french  fleet, 
will  occasion  a  considerable  deficiency  in  that  article,  and 

39 See  Journals  of  the  Continental  Congress  (July  15)  for  the  above  plan.  Greene, 
on  receipt  of  this  plan,  resigned  as  Quartermaster  General  the  same  day  (July  26). 
A  copy  of  his  resignation  to  the  President  of  Congress  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

■""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

41  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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render  a  supply  from  the  States  necessary.  I  have  already  made 
application  to  Governor  Trumbull  for  two  thousand  Stand 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  preparations  of  every  kind 
are  so  backward,  and  that  the  exertions  of  the  States  have  not 
been  attended  with  greater  effect.  Should  the  States  furnish 
their  quota  of  men  and  supplies  agreeable  to  the  requisition, 
New  York  would  undoubtedly  be  the  object.  And  in  the  mean 
time,  our  measures  for  forwarding  the  preparations  ought  not 
to  be  suffered  to  relax. 

I  think  it  may  be  adviseable  for  the  Gentlemen  you  mention, 
to  form  Volunteer  Companies,  on  the  conditions,  proposed;  to 
be  called  into  service,  in  case  an  offensive  operations  should 
take  place  against  New  York.  And  I  doubt  not  you  will  use 
your  utmost  efforts  to  have  the  Levies  for  the  Continental  Bat- 
talions brought  forward  without  delay.  I  am  etc.42 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  26, 1780. 
Sir:  Having  reed,  information  that  there  were  considerable 
numbers  of  Cattle  and  Horses  on  Bergen  Neck,  within  reach 
of  the  enemy,  and  having  reason  to  suspect  that  they  meant 
shortly  to  draw  all  supplies  of  that  kind  within  their  lines, 
I  detached  Brigadier  Genl.  Wayne  on  the  20th:  with  the  1st. 
and  2d.  Penna.  Brigades  with  four  pieces  of  Artillery  attached 
to  them,  and  Colo.  Moylans  Regt.  of  Dragoons  to  bring  them 
off.  I  had  it  also  in  contemplation,  to  attempt,  at  the  same 
time,  the  destruction  of  a  Block  House  erected  at  Bulls  ferry,43 
which  served  the  purposes  of  covering  the  enemy's  wood  Cut- 
ters and  giving  security  to  a  Body  of  Refugees  by  whom  it  was 

42  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

^ Bull's  Ferry  was  on  the  Hudson  about  4  miles  north  of  Hoboken,  N.  J. 
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garrisoned,  and  who  committed  depredations  upon  the  well 
affected  inhabitants  for  many  miles  round. 

General  Wayne  having  disposed  of  his  troops  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  guard  the  different  landing  places  on  the  Bergen 
shore,  upon  which  the  enemy  might  throw  over  troops  from 
York  Island  to  intercept  his  retreat,  and  having  sent  down  the 
Cavalry  to  execute  the  business  of  driving  off  the  stock,  he  pro- 
ceeded with  the  ist.  2d.  and  10th.  Regiments  and  the  Artillery 
to  the  Block  House,  which  he  found  surrounded  by  an  Ab- 
battis  and  Stockdale.44  He  for  some  time  tried  die  effect  of  his 
Field  pieces  upon  it,  but  tho'  the  fire  was  kept  up  for  an  hour, 
they  were  found  too  light  to  penetrate  the  logs  of  which  it  was 
constructed.  The  troops  during  this  time,  being  galled  by  a 
constant  fire  from  the  loop  Holes  of  the  house,  and  seeing  no 
chance  of  making  a  breach  with  Cannon,  those  of  the  ist.  and 
2d.  Regiments,  notwithstanding  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  Offi- 
cers to  restrain  them,  rushed  through  the  Abattis  to  the  foot 
of  die  Stockade,  with  a  view  of  forcing  an  entrance,  which 
was  found  impracticable.  This  act  of  intemperate  Valor  was 
the  cause  of  the  loss  we  sustained,  and  which  amounted  in  the 
whole  to  three  Officers  wounded;  15  non  Commd.  and  pri- 
vates killed  and  46  non  Commd.  and  privates  wounded.  The 
wounded  Officers  are  Lieutenants  Hammond45  and  Craw- 
ford46 of  the  ist:  and  Lieut:  D'Haart47  of  the  2d  the  last  since 
dead.  I  cannot  but  mention  his  death  with  regret,  as  he  was  a 
young  Gentleman  of  amiable  qualities  and  who  promised  fair 
to  be  serviceable  to  his  Country. 


44  On  the  night  of  July  21. 

45 Lieut.  David  Hammond,  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

48  Lieut.  Edward  Crawford,  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

47  Lieut.  Jacob  De  Hart,  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  had  been  aide  to 
Baron  De  Kalb,  and  died  July  25  of  the  wounds  received  at  Bull's  Ferry  on  July  21. 
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The  Dragoons  in  the  mean  time  drove  off  the  Stock  which 
were  found  on  the  Neck.  The  Sloops  and  wood  Boats  in  the 
dock  near  the  Block  House  were  burnt  and  the  few  people  on 
board  them  made  prisoners. 

I  have  been  thus  particular,  lest  the  account  of  this  affair 
should  have  reached  Philad.  much  exaggerated,  as  is  commonly 
the  case  upon  such  occasions.  I  have  the  honor  &c.48 

To  MRS.  THEODOSIA  FORD 

Head  Quarters,  July  26, 1780. 

Madam :  I  have  received  your  favour  by  Captn.  Pry.49  I  com- 
municated its  contents  to  His  Excellency  and  am  directed  to 
transmit  you  the  inclosed  certificate.  1  have  the  honour  &c.50 

I  certify  that  the  Commander  in  Chief  took  up  his  quarters 
at  Mrs.  Fords  at  Morris  Town  the  first  day  of  December  1779, 
that  he  left  them  the  23d  of  June  1780,  and  that  he  occupied 
two  Rooms  below;  all  the  upper  floor,  Kitchen,  Cellar  and 
Stable.  The  Stable  was  built  and  the  two  Rooms  above  Stairs 
finished  at  the  public  expence,  and  a  well,  which  was  intirely 
useless  and  filled  up  before,  put  in  thorough  repair  by  walling 
&c.  Head  Qrs.  near  Passaick  July  26th.  1780.51 

*To  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REED 

Hd.  Qrs.  Prekeness,  July  27,  1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  have  no  scruple  of  announcing  to  you,  that  New 
York  is  the  object  of  my  preparations;  and,  if  the  respective 
States  do  comply  with  the  requisitions  made  on  them  there  is 

lsThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress 
on  July  31  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Intelligence. 

48Capt.  Thomas(?)  Pry,  of  the  Second  Canadian  Regiment. 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "R.  K.  Meade,  A.  D.  C." 

"The  text  is  from  the  Varick  Transcripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  the 
certificate  was  signed  by  R.  K.  Meade,  A.  D.  C. 
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a  well  grounded  hope  of  putting  a  speedy  and  happy  termina- 
tion to  the  War. 

Taking  it  for  granted  that  the  Militia  of  your  State  who 
[were]  requested  to  rendezvous  at  [Trenton]  by  the  25th  Instt. 
[are]  there  by  this  time  I  have  to  request  the  favor  of  you  to 
order  them  to  join  the  Army  (under  my  immediate  com- 
mand) as  soon  as  possible,  [Supposing  they  should  not  all  have 
assembled.]  Those  which  shall  cross  the  Delaware  at  or  below 
Trenton;  may  proceed  by  the  Route  of  Princeton,  Brunswick, 
Springfield,  and  Acquinack.  those  at  and  above  Coryells 
ferry,  may  come  by  the  way  of  Morristown  &ca.  to  this  place 
or  wherever  the  Army  may  be  at  the  time;  to  know  whch. 
the  Officer  Commandg.  would  do  well  to  send  on  in  time. 
[Iam&c]52 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Thursday,  July  27, 1780. 

Parole  Maryland.    Countersigns  Naples,  Now. 

W:Word  Prepare. 

r\c  a.   r\     t>  [Lieutenant  Colonel  Mentges 

Or  the  Day  Tomorrow \  _        t   __  .     TT     _        & 
( Brigade  Major  Van  Lear 

The  Army  will  hold  itself  in  readiness  to  march  at  the 
shortest  notice. 

The  Two  rifle  companies  directed  to  be  formed  in  the  order  of 
yesterday  will  for  the  present  only  consist  of  twenty  rank  and 
file  pr  Company,  they  are  to  be  completed  to  forty  two  from  the 
Levies  who  are  fit  for  this  Service,  as  fast  as  they  arrive. 

At  a  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  Presi- 
dent the  14th.  Instant,  Captain  John  Reily58  was  tried  on  the 
following  Charges: 

62  The  words  in  brackets  are  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

MCapt.  John  Reily  (Reiley),  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  had  been 
wounded  at  Bonhampton,  N.  J.,  in  April,  1777;  transferred  to  the  Invalid  Regiment 
in  August,  1780;  served  to  June,  1783. 
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"  i  st.  Disobedience  of  orders,  also  unofficerlike  and  ungentle- 
manlike  behavior,  by  first  informing  his  commanding  officer 
that  he  was  fit  for  duty  and  not  returning  to  it  for  upwards  of 
nine  months  after  said  declaration. 

2d.  For  instead  of  joining  his  regiment  and  doing  duty  in 
the  same,  he  applied  himself  to  making  money  by  following 
his  former  profession  to  the  prejudice  of  the  regiment  he  be- 
longed to  in  particular  and  to  the  United  States  in  General. 

3d.  For  claiming  rank  in  the  3d  Pennsylvania  regiment  up- 
wards of  nine  Months  after  he  informed  the  commanding  offi- 
cer he  would  not  again  join  it." 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  with  respect  to  the  charge  of 
disobedience  of  orders  exhibited  against  Captain  Reilly  that  al- 
though he  did  not  return  to  Camp  agreeable  to  the  order  of 
Colonel  Craige,  his  situation  with  respect  to  health  excuses 
him  for  a  breach  of  it,  and  they  do  therefore,  acquit  him  of 
that  Charge.  With  respect  to  the  first  instance  of  unofficerlike 
and  ungentlemanlike  behavior,  on  the  second  Charge  against 
Captain  Reilly  it  appears  to  the  Court  that  Captain  Reilley  did 
inform  his  Commanding  officer  that  he  was  fit  for  duty,  when 
at  the  same  time  it  appears  by  his  Allegations  he  did  not  con- 
sider himself  in  that  situation  which  Conduct  they  consider 
unofficerlike  and  ungentlemanlike  and  a  breach  of  that  part  of 
Article  5th.,  Section  18th.  of  the  Articles  of  War  which  respects 
disorderly  conduct;  It  also  appears  that  Captain  Reilley  did 
not  return  to  his  duty  for  upwards  of  nine  Months  after  he 
declared  to  his  Commanding  Officer  he  was  fit  for  duty,  but 
the  situation  of  Captain  Reilleys  health  in  their  opinion  ex- 
cuses him  for  not  returning  to  it  and  they  do  therefore  acquit 
him  of  this  part  of  the  Charge.  With  respect  to  the  2nd.  in- 
stance under  the  2nd.  Charge,  it  does  not  appear  to  the  Court 
that  while  Captain  Reilley  was  absent  from  his  regiment  he 
applied  himself  to  making  Money  as  charged;  they  do  there- 


1780]  SECOND  FRENCH  DIVISION  265 

fore  acquit  him  of  unoflicer  and  ungentlemanlike  behavior  in 
this  instance. 

With  respect  to  the  third  instance  under  the  second  Charge 
it  does  not  appear  to  the  Court  that  Captain  Reilley's  conduct 
was  unofficerlike  or  ungentlemanlike.  The  Court  do  sentence 
Captain  Reilley  to  be  reprimanded  in  the  orders  of  the  Brigade 
to  which  he  belongs. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  Sentence  of  the 
Court  and  orders  it  to  be  carried  into  Execution. 

The  officers  for  the  Companies  of  riflemen  are  to  be  such  as 
are  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  that  service. 

A  Captain,  sub  and  three  Serjeants  are  to  be  appointed  to 
each  Company  of  riflemen  from  the  regiments  from  which  the 
men  are  drafted. 

Captain  Simpson54  is  to  be  relieved  immediately  by  a  Cap- 
tain from  the  second  Pennsylvania  Brigade. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Two  subs  Two  Serjeants,  two  Corporals  and  twenty  five  pri- 
vates to  parade  tomorrow  morning  at  Guard  mounting  on  the 
Grand  Parade  with  their  Arms,  Packs  and  two  days  provisions. 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  July  27, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  Your  Excellency  a  letter 
which  has  just  come  to  hand  from  the  Count  De  Rochambeau 
of  the  22d.  instant.  It  is  certainly  of  great  importance  that  the 
precaution  he  mentions  should  be  taken  without  loss  of  time. 
I  should  think  the  Delaware  the  best  place  for  the  reception 
of  the  2d  division,  though  there  ought  to  be  cruisers  off  both 

64  Capt.  Michael  Simpson,  of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  retired  in  Janu- 
ary, 1 78 1. 
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capes.  It  is  necessary  a  plan  should  be  previously  fixed  for  the 
junction  of  the  fleets  after  the  debarkation.  I  shall  immediately 
write  the  Count  for  this  purpose. 

We  have  repeated  accounts  from  New-York  that  General 
Clinton  is  making  a  large  detachment  for  a  combined  attack 
upon  the  French  fleet  and  army.  This  will  be  a  hazardous  at- 
tempt, and  therefore,  though  I  do  not  regard  it  as  impossible, 
I  do  not  give  it  entire  faith.  The  Count  De  Rochambeau  has 
been  some  time  since  apprized  of  these  demonstrations,  and 
seems  to  have  been  preparing  for  what  might  happen.  I  have 
the  honor  etc.55 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  27,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  the  honor  of  Your  Excellency's  favors 
of  the  18th  and  19th  instants.  Colo  Wadsworth  has  forwarded 
the  Map  of  New  London  which  you  were  so  kind  as  to  fur- 
nish. It  answers  the  purpose  for  which  I  principally  wanted  it, 
which  was  to  shew  the  draft  of  Water  leading  into  the  Har- 
bour. I  very  much  fear  that  we  shall  be  obliged  to  transport 
our  Cloathing  from  France  the  whole  way  from  Rhode  Island 
by  land,  as  it  is  much  wanted,  and  as  there  will  be  no  prospect 
of  doing  it  by  Water  while  the  British  Fleet  maintains  a  su- 
periority off  the  Harbour  of  New  Port.  I  have  written  to  Mr. 
Olney  to  this  effect,  and  must  request  Your  Excellency's  aid 
and  assistance  to  him  in  transporting  it  through  your  State, 
should  he  find  himself  under  the  necessity  of  asking  it.  You 
may  be  assured  that  the  Troops  of  Connecticut  shall  have  their 
full  proportion  of  the  Cloathing  imported  on  Continental 
account. 


65 In  the  writing  of  James  McHenry.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the  Paris 
Archives,  Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  V '.,  vol.  6. 
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Should  the  Navigation  be  secure  I  make  not  the  least  doubt 
but  the  Count  De  Rochambeau  will  prefer  a  Water  transporta- 
tion for  a  certain  distance  to  a  march  by  land.  But  should  cir- 
cumstances or  his  own  inclinations  make  the  latter  necessary,  I 
should  hope  that  every  exertion  would  be  made  to  accommo- 
date him  in  every  respect. 

It  would  certainly  be  a  very  desirable  thing  to  remove  the 
cattle  from  the  East  end  of  Long  Island,  but  in  the  present  situ- 
ation of  matters  it  cannot  be  attempted.  I  have  the  honor  etc.56 

To  PRESIDENT  CAESAR  RODNEY 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  27, 1780. 
Sir:  I  imagine  before  this  reaches  your  Excellency,  the  Mi- 
litia of  the  State  of  Delaware,  required  by  the  Committee  of 
Cooperation,  will  have  assembled  at  Wilmington,  the  place  of 
rendezvous.  You  will  be  pleased  to  give  orders  to  the  Officer 
commanding  them,  to  march  and  join  the  Army  under  my 
command  wherever  it  may  be.  I  am  &c. 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  July  27, 1780. 
Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  22d.  in- 
stant, which  I  immediately  transmitted  to  His  Excellency  The 
Chevalier  De  la  Luzerne.  I  am  happy  to  learn  the  safe  arrival 
of  the  missing  transport  at  Boston.  The  precaution  you  recom- 
mend for  giving  notice  to  the  2d.  division  is  very  necessary  and 
important.  It  is  probable  the  Delaware  will  be  thought  the 
best  reception  for  the  troops;  but  I  have  taken  the  liberty 

66  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library. 
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to  recommend  that  cruisers  may  be  ofT  both  bays.  It  appears  to 
me  essential  that  a  plan  should  be  preconcerted  for  the  junc- 
tion of  the  two  fleets.  If  the  troops  are  debarked  in  Delaware 
they  can  easily  march  to  the  point  we  wish  and  the  transports 
will  be  in  safety  there.  The  squadron  may  afterwards  proceed 
where  it  shall  be  judged  eligible.  Will  it  not  be  adviseable  that 
The  Chevalier  De  Ternay  should  meet  it  as  soon  as  possible 
with  his  directions  for  this  purpose  ? 

The  advices  from  New  York,  of  a  combined  attack  upon 
your  fleet  and  army  continue.  If  it  be  really  intended  it  is  ex- 
traordinary that  there  should  have  been  so  much  delay.  The 
attempt  will  be  a  hazardous  one;  and  therefore,  though  I  do 
not  think  the  appearances  ought  to  be  disregarded,  as  the  ob- 
ject is  great,  yet  I  do  not  give  intire  credit  to  them.  The  plan 
reported  is  to  embark  the  troops  in  the  sound,  and  proceed 
that  way  to  Rhode  Island;  while  Admiral  Greaves  blocks  up 
the  Chevalier  De  Ternay.  I  have  put  the  Army  under  march- 
ing orders  and  shall  make  such  movements  as  may  tend  to 
disconcert  the  enemy  while  at  the  same  time,  they  conduce 
to  our  ultimate  object.  With  all  the  sentiments  etc.57 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  July  27, 1780, 
10  O'clock,  P.  M. 
Sir:  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  Your  Excellency  this 
morning.  I  have  just  received  advice  from  New  York  con- 
firming our  accounts  hitherto  of  an  embarkation  to  proceed 
up  the  Sound  to  Rhode  Island.  It  is  said  to  consist  of  the  prin- 
cipal part  of  the  enemys  army  commanded  by  General  Clin- 
ton in  person  and  was  to  have  sailed  this  morning  from  White 
Stone  a  few  Miles  on  the  East  side  of  Hell-gate.  Thirty  Six 

07 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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pieces  of  heavy  cannon  of  different  calibers  with  two  mortars 
provided  with  shells  and  carcases,  are  also  said  to  have  been 
embarked. 

The  army  is  already  under  marching  orders  and  will  with- 
out delay  be  put  in  motion  towards  New  York  to  endeavour  to 
take  advantage  of  General  Clintons  absence  or  at  least  to  em- 
barrass and  precipitate  his  movements.  I  have  the  honor  etc.58 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  July  27, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  successfully  received  your  several  favors  of  the 
12th  16th  and  two  of  the  21st.  What  you  have  done  with  re- 
spect to  the  deserters  from  Col.  Green's  Regt.  is  conformable 
to  my  views.  A  pardon  may  be  extended  to  all  other  deserters 
in  your  quarter,  and  to  give  it  the  more  efficacy,  I  shall  as  soon 
as  I  have  time,  send  you  a  proclamation  to  this  purpose. 

I  have  taken  measures,  as  to  the  cruisers  from  Delaware,  for 
advertising  the  2d  division  of  the  present  position  of  the  en- 
emy's fleet,  and  their  seeming  intentions.  Under  the  appear- 
ances of  the  enemy,  it  was  very  proper  to  stop  the  march  of 
Col.  Green's  Regiment.  Iam&c.69  [ms.h.s.] 

To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

[Hd.  Qrs.,  Prekeniss,  July  27,  1780.] 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d.  from  Hartford.  I  per- 
ceive my  Dear  Marquis,  you  are  determined,  at  all  events  to 
take  New  York,  and  that  obstacles  only  increase  your  zeal.  I  am 
sorry  our  prospects  instead  of  brightening  grow  duller.  I  have 
already  written  to  you  on  the  subject  of  arms.  There  is  no 

68  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

69  In  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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probability  of  our  getting  the  number  we  want  from  the  states, 
so  that  without  the  timely  arrival  of  those  we  expect,  or  the 
assistance  of  our  allies,  this  alone  will  prove  an  insuperable 
obstacle.  Our  levies  come  in  even  slower  than  I  expected; 
though  we  have  still  abundance  of  fair  promises,  and  some 
earnest  of  performance  from  the  Eastern  states.  Pensylvania 
has  given  us  not  quite  four  hundred,  and  seems  to  think  she  has 
done  admirably.  Jersey  has  given  fifty  or  sixty;  but  I  do  not 
despair  of  Jersey. 

Mr.  Clinton  still  continues  to  threaten  your  country  men 
with  a  combined  attack.  You  will  judge  as  well  as  me  of  the 
probability  of  his  being  sincere;  but  I  have  put  the  troops  here 
under  marching  orders,  and  have  ordered  those  at  West  Point 
to  Kings  ferry. 

If  Clinton  moves  in  force  to  Rhode  Island  we  may  possibly 
be  able  to  take  advantage  of  it,  or  we  may  embarrass  him  a 
little  and  precipitate  his  movements.  In  this  case  there  are  only 
two  things  that  would  hinder  us  from  taking  New  York  before 
you  return;  the  want  of  men  and  arms  to  do  it  with. 

If  this  letter  should  not  meet  you  on  your  way  back,  a  visit 
from  you  to  the  Council  of  Massachusetts  may  have  a  good 
effect.  Urge  the  absolute  necessity  of  giving  us  their  full  com- 
plement of  men,  and  of  doing  every  thing  else  that  has  been 
asked  of  them.  Dwell  upon  the  articles  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion. With  the  truest  Affection  etc.60 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters  near  Passaic  Falls,  July  27, 1780. 
Sir:  I  am  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased,  on  receipt  of 
this,  to  put  the  troops  under  your  Command  in  motion  as  soon 

^The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  date  line  is  in  the  writing 
of  Washington. 
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as  may  be;  except  the  New  Hampshire  Brigade  and  such  of  the 
Militia  as  you  may  judge  necessary  for  the  Garrison  of  West 
Point  and  its  dependencies. 

You  will  direct  the  NYork,  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts 
Lines,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Militia,  to  march  successively 
in  the  order  here  mentioned,  to  some  good  position  in  the 
vicinity  of  Kings  Ferry,  on  the  East  side  of  the  river,  and  advise 
me  of  the  time,  when  you  may  be  expected  there  with  the 
troops.  It  should  be  recommended  in  the  most  forcible  and 
pointed  manner  to  the  Officers ;  to  divest  themselves  of  as  much 
Baggage  as  possible;  to  be  deposited  at  West  Point,  Fish  Kill, 
or  such  place  of  safety  as  they  may  think  proper. 

The  Quarter  Master  should  also  be  directed  to  have  all  the 
Boats  compleatly  in  repair,  and  ready  for  service  on  the  short- 
est notice. 

I  am  further  to  entreat  that  you  will  give  Majr.  Tallmadge 
instruction,  to  keep  a  vigilent  lookout  on  the  Sound,  and  give 
the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  movement  which  may  be  made 
by  the  Enemys  shipping  in  that  quarter.  I  am  &c.61 

To  COLONEL  JAMES  WOOD 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  27, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  Copy  of  a  relation  given  by  a  Mr. 
Hoaksley  Waggon  Master  Genl.  to  the  troops  of  Convention 
to  Major  Genl.  Phillips,  respecting  the  treatment  of  those 
troops  on  the  score  of  provision.  The  original  of  this  paper62 
has  been  transmitted  to  me  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  a  re- 
quest that  I  would  make  enquiry  into  the  matter.  I  am  the 
more  anxious  to  be  fully  informed  upon  this  subject,  as  Major 
General  Phillips  has  been  pleased  in  his  representation  to  Sir 

01The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
C2In  the  Washington  Papers  under  date  of  July  12,  1780. 
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Henry  Clinton  to  take  the  whole  for  granted  and  to  make  some 
very  illiberal  and  unjustifiable  remarks  upon  it.  For  my  own 
part  I  am  persuaded  that  you  have  paid  every  attention  to  the 
wants  of  the  prisoners,  and  that  if  there  has  been  at  times  a 
scarcity  of  provision,  it  has  been  owing  to  unavoidable  acci- 
dents. I  am  etc.63 

To  ABRAHAM  SKINNER 

Head  Quarters,  July  27, 1780. 
Sir:  Colo  Dey  and  many  of  the  good  Whigs  of  Bergen  have 
applied  to  his  Excy.  to  have  their  friends  exchanged,  who 
have  been  taken  lately  on  the  lines  and  in  the  course  of  the 
Winter  and  Spring,  near  Hackensack,  for  some  Soldiers  and 
Sailors,  who  were  captured  as  they  alledge,  on  different  occa- 
sions by  the  Militia  in  the  course  of  the  Winter  and  Spring  and 
who  were  put  into  our  hands.  The  Genl  has  not  the  least  objec- 
tion to  the  measure  and  if  you  have  any  Soldiers  or  Sailors  in 
your  list  under  this  description,  you  will  make  the  exchanges. 
Perhaps  when  you  return  here,  you  will  be  able  to  obtain  from 
Colo  Dey  the  names  of  the  persons  whose  release  is  requested. 
I  am  etc.64 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  27, 1780. 

Sir:  By  advices  received  last  night  from  the  Count  de  Ro- 

chambeau,  I  am  informed  that  the  British  Fleet  were  off  Block 

Island  on  the  22d  instant.  I  have  at  his  request  transmitted  this 

intelligence  to  the  Minister  of  France.   I  have  also  received 

68  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

84  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade  and  is  signed  by  Robert 
Hanson  Harrison. 
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intelligence  from  New  York  that  a  number  of  troops  were  em- 
barked on  board  Transports  in  the  Sound.  It  is  given  out  that 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  is  determined  upon  making  an  attempt  upon 
the  French  Troops  on  Rhode  Island.  I  shall  in  consequence  of 
these  advices  put  the  Army  here  and  at  the  Highlands  in  readi- 
ness to  act  as  circumstances  may  require.  I  have  the  honor  etc.65 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Pracaness,  Friday,  July  28, 1780. 

Parole .    Countersigns  L.,  P. 

Watchword  Attention. 

r^c^   t~\     t-  [Lieutenant  Colonel  Stewart 

Or  the  Day  Tomorrow]  _  .      t   ,_  .     __  _, 

[  Brigade  Major  McGowan 

The  Army,  except  the  Jersey  Brigade,  will  march  tomorrow 
morning  by  the  Left  in  the  following  order  Vizt.  Stirling's 
Division:  Park  of  Artillery:  Flying  Hospital:  Baggage  of  Gen- 
eral Staff:  Pennsylvania  Division:  Baggage  of  the  Army  in  the 
order  of  the  Brigades:  Quarter  Master  General's  Stores:  Com- 
missary Generals  Stores:  Cavalry  which  will  detach  patroles 
on  the  parallel  roads  of  the  right  Flank. 

The  General  will  beat  at  two  o  Clock:  the  Assemble  at  half 
past  two  and  the  march  will  commence  precisely  at  three. 
Guards  as  usual.  The  Quarter  Master  General  will  furnish 
the  route.  The  General  expects  the  strictest  regularity  will  be 
maintain'd  in  the  March. 

Maxwell's  Brigade  will  remain  on  its  present  ground  'till 
further  orders:  the  3d.  Jersey  regiment  will  immediately  join  it. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Quarter  Master  General  is  providing  the  Complement 
of  Waggons  to  Transport  the  Tents  and  baggage  of  the  Troops, 

65  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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but  should  there  be  a  deficiency,  it  is  not  to  prevent  the  march 
of  the  troops;  small  Guards  are  to  be  left  with  what  cannot  be 
carried  away  to  follow  as  soon  as  possible. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Mentges  will  command  the  rear  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Stewart  the  Advance  Guard  tomorrow. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Harmar  will  take  the  Command  of  the 
7th.  Pennsylvania  regiment  with  the  rank  he  now  holds  for 
the  present. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  28, 1780. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  reed  yours  of  the  26th :  The  Army  will  move 
from  this  Ground  tomorrow  Morning  by  the  Paramus  Route, 
you  will  therefore  direct  your  dispatches  in  future  to  take 
that  Road. 

Our  present  stock  of  Musket  Cartridges  being  very  insuffi- 
cient for  the  probable  demand,  you  will  be  pleased  to  order 
seventy  or  eighty  Infantry  and  about  twenty  Artillery  Men  to 
take  Colonel  Lambs  directions  for  carrying  on  that  Business. 
They  must  be  men  who  have  been  used  to  it,  and  are  to  continue 
until  the  stock  of  materials  on  hand  is  worked  up.  I  am  etc.66 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  July  28, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Colo  Lamb's  letter  addressed  to  You,  by 
which  he  desires  You  "  to  ask  me,  if  ever  Colo  Bigelow  solicited 
me  to  order  a  Court  of  Enquiry  into  his  conduct  at  the  attack 
on  Quebec,  on  the  31st  Deer  1775."  In  Answer  to  this  question 
I  can  only  say  that  I  recollect  something  passed,  between  Colo 

60  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Bigelow  and  Myself  a  long  time  ago  I  believe  soon  after  he 
returned  from  Canada  on  the  subject  of  a  report  that  was  or 
had  been  in  circulation  respecting  his  conduct  at  the  Attack  on 
Quebec,  which  was  rather  injurious  to  his  character  as  an 
Officer;  but  what  it  was  I  cannot  now  determine  with  preci- 
sion. However  I  am  rather  inclined  to  believe  that  I  mentioned 
the  report  to  Colo  Bigelow  and  intimated  that  it  might  be 
necessary  for  him  to  clear  it  up,  and  that  he  said  the  affair  was 
totally  false  and  without  foundation.  Here  I  think  it  ended. 
I  am  etc.67 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  GLOVER 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  28,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  yours  of  the  19th:  and  am  pleased  to 
hear  that  the  Recruits  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts  are  in 
general  so  good.  You  certainly  took  the  proper  steps  with 
those  few  deemed  unfit  for  service.  Inclosed  is  a  letter  for  Gen- 
eral Starke  who  I  suppose  will  have  arrived  at  Springfield 
before  this  reaches  you,  but  should  he  not,  and  the  troops  from 
New  Hampshire  be  still  there  waiting  for  him,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  order  them  as  expeditiously  as  possible  to  Claverac. 
I  cannot  conceive  the  meaning  of  his  ordering  them  to  halt  at 
Springfield.  I  am  in  hopes  from  the  accounts  I  have  received 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  Massachusetts  Levies  will  be  got  out 
without  much  difficulty,  but  should  you  find  them  begin  to 
grow  tardy  in  coming  to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for  having  those 
districts  which  are  deficient  called  upon  for  their  quotas. 
I  am  etc.68 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
5  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 


276  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [July 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  STARK 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  28,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  last  night  reed,  your  favr.  of  the  13th:  from 
Exeter  and  am  pleased  to  hear  that  you  found  matters  in  so 
good  train  in  New  Hampshire.  Their  ready  and  full  compli- 
ance with  the  requisitions  of  Congress  does  them  the  highest 
honor.  You  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  Recruits  and  the  Militia 
by  the  Route  to  Claverac,  not  only  because  it  is  the  shortest  to 
the  North  River  (down  which  the  troops  and  Baggage  pass 
without  the  least  difficulty)  but  because  provision  is  made  there 
for  their  accommodation.  I  have  written  to  Genl.  Glover,  who 
is  at  Springfield,  to  send  forward  the  Men  from  New  Hamp- 
shire as  fast  as  they  arrive  there,  as  I  imagine  it  must  be  difficult 
to  subsist  them  in  Bread,  and  as  their  services  are  now  become 
requisite.  I  am  &c.69 

To  COLONEL  STEPHEN  MOYLAN 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  July  28, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  There  is  a  necessity  for  moving  the  Army  from 
this  Ground  tomorrow  Morning,  and  as  we  have  not  a  suffi- 
ciency of  Waggons  for  the  purpose,  you  will  be  pleased  to  di- 
vide the  whole  of  your  Horse  into  small  parties  and  send  them 
for  five  or  six  Miles  each  way  to  make  an  impress.  Sixty  Wag- 
gons at  least  will  be  wanted,  which  are  to  be  sent  as  they  are 
collected  to  the  Grand  parade.  They  must  if  possible  be  there 
some  time  in  this  Night  as  the  troops  are  to  march  at  three  in 
the  Morning.  The  people  may  be  informed  that  they  will 
be  discharged  in  three  days  and  perhaps  sooner.  Our  move  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  and  you  will  for  that  reason  direct 

68  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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the  parties  to  be  active  in  the  execution  of  their  business.  The 
people  should  bring  forage  with  their  waggons  if  possible. 
I  am  etc.70 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Paramus,  Saturday,  July  29, 1780. 
Parole  Barrington.    Countersigns  Bern,  Brest. 
W:  Word  Look-out. 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow!     .,,,.„     ,r     . 
[  Brigade  Major  Bradford 

The  Guards  to  parade  in  the  road  opposite  the  Park  of 
Artillery  at  4  o  clock  this  Afternoon. 

The  Tents  to  be  pitched  as  soon  as  the  Baggage  comes  to  the 
ground:  and  the  Troops  to  be  held  in  perfect  readiness  to 
march  at  the  shortest  notice. 

AFTER  ORDERS  6  O'CLOCK 

The  Picquets  and  Guards  to  parade  tomorrow  morning  at 
the  usual  hour. 

AFTER  ORDERS  HALFPAST  EIGHT  O'CLOCK, 

The  General  to  beat  at  Two  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 
Half  past  two  the  Assembly  and  the  Army  to  move  at  three 
agreeable  to  the  order  of  march  of  yesterday.  The  Quarter 
Master  General  will  give  the  route. 

The  General  was  chagrined  to  day  to  observe  irregularities 
which  at  this  period  of  the  Service  are  inexcuseable.  He  hopes 
for  the  greatest  Attention  to  punctuality  and  discipline  in  future 
The  Advance  Guard  which  will  be  composed  of  the  new  camp 
Guards  will  parade  on  the  Left  of  Stark's  brigade  to  be  com- 
manded by  Major  Torrey.   The  rear  Guard  which  will  be 

70  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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composed  of  the  old  Camp  Guards  to  parade  by  the  Church 
and  be  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colo.  Stewart.  A  Subal- 
tern and  Twenty  men  from  Stirling's  division  to  be  detached 
as  a  baggage  Guard  and  a  Sub  and  twenty  Eight  from  St. 
Clair's  for  the  same  purpose. 

To  COLONEL  WILLIAM  MALCOM 

General  Howes  Quarters,  Robinson's,  July  30, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  Instantly  on  receipt  of  this,  you  will  proceed  with 
the  Militia  under  your  command  to  West  Point,  leaving  eighty 
or  an  hundred  men  to  relieve  the  Continental  troops  on  guard 
over  the  stores  &c.  at  Fish  Kill  which  are  to  be  sent  off  with  all 
dispatch  to  join  their  respective  corps.  It  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance you  should  not  lose  a  moment  in  the  execution  of  this 
order  as  it  will  retard  movements  of  the  most  pressing  nature. 
I  am  etc.71 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Kakeate,  Sunday,  July  30, 1780. 

Parole  Rhode  Island.    Countersigns  X.,  M. 

Watchword  Hopewell. 

r\cv   T-.     t>  [Major  Church 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow       . >  .  . 

[  Brigade  Major,  1  Pennsa.  Brigade 

A  Sub,  Serjeant,  Corporal  and  twentyfour  privates  from  the 

Pennsylvania  division  to  relieve  the  Provost  Guard  at  the  old 

meeting  house  at  two  o'clock  this  afternoon:  to  furnish  a 

71The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

On  July  29,  when  Washington  left  the  Preakness  headquarters,  Meade's  expense 
account  (June  15,  1780,  Washington  Papers),  has  an  item  of  5  dollars  given  to 
Col.  Dey's  servants. 

Aug.  5,  1780:  "Articles  had  at  Colo  Dey's  Viz  89  lb  of  veal  @  26/3  £116..  16..  3. 
10  lb Vz  butter  @  75/  ^39..  7..  6.  8  Chickens  @  37/6  £15.  ^171:  3:  9." — Head- 
quarters Expense  Account  Boo\.  This  book  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Serjeant,  corporal  and  twelve  for  the  Quarter  Master  General, 
and  a  Corporal  and  three  for  the  Commissary  General  of 
Forage. 

A  Corporal  and  Six  men  from  General  Hand's  Brigade  to 
mount  at  the  Adjutant  General's  immediately. 

Each  Division  to  furnish  Guards  for  its  own  security. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  General  to  beat  at  one;  the  Assemble  at  half  past  one. 
The  Troops  will  march  and  Park  move  at  two  o  clock  by  the 
Left.  The  Baggage  to  follow  in  the  rear  of  the  whole.  Each  Divi- 
sion will  furnish  its  own  Advanced,  Rear  and  Baggage  Guards. 

To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

General  Howes  Quarters,  Robinsons,72  July  30, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  If  our  circumstances  on  a  close  examination  will 
permit,  we  have  in  contemplation  a  very  important  enterprise 
in  which  Your  Excellency's  advice  and  assistance  will  be  of  the 
greatest  utility  to  us.  I  am  therefore  to  entreat  if  possible  an 
immediate  interview  at  this  place  or  Ver  Planks  point.  Should 
we  pursue  our  object,  it  must  be  done  with  the  greatest  rapid- 
ity, and  this  makes  it  necessary  I  should  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  without  delay.  I  have  the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  It  is  probable  we  shall  stand  in  need  of  a  considerable 
aid  of  waggons.73 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Paramus,  July  30, 1780. 
Sir:  The  Honorable  The  Committee  address  Congress  by 
this  opportunity  to  inform  them  of  the  most  disagreeable  crisis 

72  Beverley  Robinson's  house. 

73  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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to  which  our  affairs  are  brought  in  the  Quarter  Master  Gen- 
erals department.  I  think  it  my  duty  to  assure  Congress,  that 
I  intirely  agree  with  the  Committee  in  opinion;  and  that  unless 
effectual  measures  are  immediately  taken  to  induce  General 
Greene  and  the  other  principal  officers  of  the  department  to 
continue  their  services,  there  must  of  necessity  be  a  total  stag- 
nation of  military  business.74  We  not  only  must  cease  the  prep- 
arations for  the  campaign;  but  shall  in  all  probability  be 
obliged  to  disperse,  if  not  disband  the  army  for  want  of 
subsistence. 

With  every  effort,  it  will  be  possible  for  us  to  make,  embar- 
rassed as  we  are  on  every  side,  it  will  be  extremely  difficult,  if 
not  impracticable  to  keep  the  great  departments  of  the  army  in 
motion;  any  interruption  therefore  in  addition  to  what  arises 
from  the  present  posture  of  affairs  must  prove  ruinous  at  this 
important  juncture.  I  have  the  honor  etc.75 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Robinsons,  Highlands,  July  30, 1780. 
Sir:  You  are  hereby  empowered  to  impress  in  the  states  of 
Pensylvania  and  New  Jersey,  such  a  number  of  teams  as  the 
exigency  of  the  service  requires,  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
Provisions  and  military  stores  from  Easton  Sussex  &c.  for  which 
this  shall  be  your  warrant.76 

74 On  July  30  the  Committee  of  Cooperation  at  headquarters  wrote  to  Congress: 
"We  are  arrived  at  a  dreadful  period  .  .  .  and  therfore  use  the  freedom  of  recom- 
mending a  suspension  of  the  New  system  for  the  quarter  masters  department,  as 
pressing  exigencies  have  arisen  which  render  it  necessary  for  the  present;  and  to  em- 
power the  Commander  in  Chief  to  arrange  the  department  in  such  a  manner,  as  to 
adapt  it  to  the  present  circumstances  of  our  affairs."  The  committee's  letter  is  in  the 
Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress,  no.  n,  fols.  42—3. 

75 In  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  August 
1  and  referred  to  John  Henry,  Thomas  McKean,  Artemas  Ward,  Joseph  Jones,  and 
Jared  Ingersoll. 

70 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Highlands,  State  of  New  York,  July  31, 1780. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  25th.  Instant  reached  me  yesterday. 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  has  sailed  as  mentioned  in  my  last  with  the 
principal  part  of  his  force  to  attack  you;  estimated  at  about 
eight  thousand  men;  it  cannot  be  more,  nor  do  I  suppose  he 
would  hazard  the  enterprise  with  a  much  less  number.  I  am 
glad  the  inactivity  of  the  enemy  has  given  you  time  to  prepare; 
and  relying  on  your  abilities,  and  the  excellence  of  your  troops, 
I  hope  you  will  send  them  back  with  disgrace.77 

Had  I  any  prospect  of  arriving  in  time  I  would  march  to 
your  support;  but  as  I  think  there  is  no  probability  of  this,  the 
only  way  I  can  be  useful  to  you  is  to  menace  New  York,  and 
even  to  attack  it,  if  the  force  remaining  there  does  not  exceed 
what  I  have  reason  to  believe.  I  am  pressing  my  movements 
for  this  purpose  with  all  the  rapidity  in  our  power.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.78 

To  NATHANIEL  SHAW 

Head  Quarters,  Robinson's  House,  July  31, 1780. 
Sir:  In  the  present  situation  of  affairs  it  is  indispensably  nec- 
essary that  we  should  have  the  most  instantaneous  advices  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  at  Rhode  Island.  For  this  purpose 
I  have  posted  relays  of  Dragoons  at  every  15  Miles  between 
New  London  and  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Army.  This  taking 
as  many  as  we  can  conveniently  spare,  I  shall  be  exceedingly 
obliged  to  you  to  hire  as  many  trusty  Men  with  their  horses  as 
will  continue  the  Chain  from  New  London  to  Tower  Hill 
posting  three  at  every  15  Miles,  with  orders  to  ride  by  night  or 

"Heath's  letters  to  Washington  (July  21   and  July  26)  generally  describe  the 
measures  taken  to  withstand  the  expected  British  attack. 
78  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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by  day  whenever  dispatches  arrive  at  their  Quarters.  I  will  be 
answerable  for  their  pay  while  in  service  which  will  be  as  long 
as  the  British  Fleet  and  Army  continue  at  or  off  Rhode  Island. 
Should  you  not  be  able  to  accomplish  this  Business,  you  will 
inform  the  Officer  the  Bearer  of  this,  who  must  in  that  case 
carry  the  Dragoons  the  whole  way  through  however  incon- 
venient it  may  be.  I  shall  also  be  obliged  to  you  to  have  a  con- 
stant lookout  kept  upon  the  Sound  and  if  the  Fleet  appear 
standing  from  the  Eastward,  towards  New  York  to  give  me 
instant  intelligence  of  it  by  the  Chain  of  Expresses.  I  am  etc.79 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Robinsons  House,  July  31, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  arrived  here  last  night  having  met  your  favors 
of  the  25th:  and  26th.  at  Paramus  where  the  Army  then  lay. 
Immediately  upon  hearing  that  the  transports  with  the  troops 
which  had  been  some  days  on  board,  had  sailed  Eastward,  I 
put  the  Army  in  motion  again;  they  will  cross  the  ferry  to  day, 
and  will  be  joined  by  the  troops  from  hence.  I  proposed  mov- 
ing as  rapidly  as  possible  down  towards  Kingsbridge,  which 
will  either  oblige  the  Enemy  to  abandon  their  project  against 
Rhode  Island,  or  may  afford  us  an  opportunity  of  striking 
them  to  advantage  in  this  quarter,  if  Sir  Henry  Clinton  has 
carried  with  him  the  number  of  Men  reported  (eight  thou- 
sand) and  with  less  than  which  I  think  he  would  scarcely 
risque  an  attempt  upon  Count  Rochambeau  reinforced  by  the 
Militia.  I  intirely  approve  of  the  measures  you  have  taken  for 
calling  in  aid,  and  I  have  the  strongest  hopes  that  if  Sir  Henry 
should  venture  upon  an  attack  that  he  will  meet  with  a  recep- 
tion very  different  from  what  he  expects.   You  know  the 

78  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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critical  situation  in  which  this  Army  will  be  in  a  position 
below,  and  how  much  depends  upon  constant  intelligence  of 
the  motions  of  the  Enemy.  I  shall  direct  relays  of  Expresses  the 
whole  way  between  diis  Army  and  you  to  convey  intelligence 
in  the  most  expeditious  manner. 

The  nearest  Express  to  you  will  be  upon  Tower  Hill,  and 
Genl.  Greene  advises,  that  you  should  keep  two  Whale  Boats 
to  communicate  with  him  by  south  Ferry  so  long  as  that  pas- 
sage shall  be  safe,  and  if  that  should  be  interrupted  by  Bissells 
Harbour.  I  am,  &c. 

PS.  I  wish  the  Count  D'Rochambeau  had  taken  a  position 
on  the  Main.80  [  ms.  h.  s.  ] 

To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Robinson's  in  the  Highlands,  July  31, 1780. 

My  Dear  Marquis:  I  received  Your  Two  Obliging  Favors  of 
the  26th  just  as  I  was  commencing  yesterday  our  second  day's 
march  for  the  North  River.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  means  to  attack  the  Count  de  Rochambeau  and  that  a 
considerable  force  has  sailed  for  the  purpose,  of  which  You 
will  have  the  greatest  certainty,  by  the  time  this  reaches  You. 

I  am  happy  in  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  for  call- 
ing in  aid  from  the  Militia  and  I  hope  it  will  arrive  and  prove 
effectual.  I  cannot  help  wishing  that  the  Count  had  taken  post 
on  the  Main,  and  if  circumstances  will  admit,  this  might  be 
best  still.  In  such  case  he  would  derive  much  greater  support 
from  the  Country  and  the  Island  of  Rhode  Island  is  not  an  ob- 
ject for  which  we  should  put  any  thing  of  importance  to  the 
hazard. 

From  the  great  distance  from  hence  to  Rhode  Island  I  do 
not  think  it  probable  that  any  succour  from  this  Army  could 

80 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  Washington. 
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be  there  in  time,  and  were  it  to  be  attempted  by  a  rapid  march, 
a  great  part  of  the  Men  detached  would  be  unfit  for  service 
when  they  arrived.  Besides  from  the  present  state  of  things, 
I  do  not  know  how  they  would  be  subsisted  with  bread.  These 
considerations  leave  me  but  one  line  of  conduct  to  pursue, 
which  is  to  move  against  New  York.  I  am  straining  every 
nerve  to  accomplish  this,  and  would  willingly  hope  that  it  will 
relieve  the  Count  if  nothing  more.  It  appears  to  be  the  most 
probable  mode  of  doing  it,  and  indeed  the  only  practicable 
one,  so  far  as  his  relief  can  depend  upon  the  Troops  here.  That 
part  of  the  Army  which  was  with  me  in  Jersey  will  pass  the 
River  at  Kings  ferry  this  morning  or  forenoon,81  and  part  of 
those  at  this  post  moved  yesterday  evening  and  will  be  fol- 
lowed by  the  Remainder  to  day,  except  so  many  as  may  be 
essential  to  be  left  in  the  Garrison. 

With  respect  to  your  remaining  with  General  Heath,  You 
will  use  your  own  pleasure  in  the  matter.  Wherever  you  are, 
your  best  services  will  be  rendered  and  will  be  interesting.  I 
am  exceedingly  hurried  in  arranging  and  preparing  a  variety 
of  matters,  which  must  justify  me  to  you  for  not  adding  more 
than  that  I  am  etc.82 

To  COLONEL  JAMES  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  Robinson's  House,  July  31, 1780. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  upon  the  Receipt  hereof  to  march 

with  your  Regt.  by  the  way  of  Kings  ferry  and  join  the  Army, 

which  will  probably  be  down  towards  Kings  Bridge.  Upon 

your  arrival  at  the  Ferry,  you  will  send  as  much  of  the  Baggage 

"Under  the  date  of  July,  1780,  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is  a  rough  memo:  "To 
Wach  Washington  movements  &  let  me  Know  if  he  is  Crossing  any  Part  of  his  Troops. 
His  Numbers  To  have  Some  Body  ready  to  Come  off  the  Instant  Troops  get  in  the 
Boats.  This  is  a  Coppy  of  Gds  Instructions." 

82  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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of  your  Regt.  as  you  can  possibly  spare  up  to  West  point,  to 
which  the  Baggage  of  the  rest  of  the  Army  is  sent,  under  the 
care  of  one  good  non  Commd.  Officer  only.  Should  you  have 
tents  with  you,  bring  down  about  half  and  send  the  remainder 
up  to  the  point  with  your  Baggage.  I  am  &c.83 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Robinson's  House,  July  31, 1780. 

Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  instantly  upon  the  Receipt  of  this  to 
send  ofT  an  Officer  with  a  sufficient  number  of  Dragoons  to  post 
three  at  every  fifteen  Miles  distance  between  New  London 
upon  the  lower  Road  and  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Army, 
which  will  be  in  West  Chester  County.  The  inclosed  letter  to 
Mr.  Shaw  of  New  London  is  to  solicit  that  Gentleman  to  con- 
tinue the  Chain  by  hired  Expresses  from  thence  to  Tower  Hill. 
But  should  he  inform  your  Officer  that  he  cannot  accomplish 
the  Business,  your  Dragoons  must  be  moved  forward  to  Tower 
Hill  three  at  every  eleven  Miles  and  we  must  fill  up  what  will 
be  wanting  at  this  End.  The  intent  of  posting  these  Men,  is 
to  convey  intelligence  in  the  most  expeditious  manner  to  and 
from  Rhode  Island.  You  will  therefore  pick  out  such  as  may  be 
depended  upon  to  ride  at  all  hours  whenever  dispatches  arrive 
at  their  quarters.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  You  will  move  with  the  remainder  of  your  Regt.  to 
Sing  Sing. 

To  COLONEL  MORGAN  LEWIS 

Robinson's.  Farms,  State  of  New  York,  July  31, 1780. 
Sir:  The  exigency  of  the  present  moment  requiring  a  large 
supply  of  Boards,  plank  and  scantling  which  cannot  be  procured 

83  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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in  the  ordinary  way;  You  are  hereby  directed  and  impowered 
to  impress  all  those  articles  you  can  find  at  Albany  and  in  the 
vicinity,  and  waggons  to  transport  them  to  proper  places  of 
embarkation;  for  which  this  shall  be  your  warrant.84 

To  MOORE  FURMAN 

Head  Quarters,  Robinson's,  State  of  New  York, 

July  31, 1780. 
Sir:  The  present  critical  and  important  conjuncture  requir- 
ing every  possible  effort  to  forward  the  stores  and  provisions 
for  the  use  of  the  army,  and  the  present  embarrassments  in  the 
Quarter  Master  General's  department  rendering  it  impracti- 
cable to  procure  competent  means  in  the  ordinary  way;  You 
are  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  impress  as  many 
Teams  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  as  you  find  necessary  for 
the  purpose  above  mentioned  with  respect  to  those  articles  that 
are  under  your  direction.  And  in  order  that  an  adequate  sup- 
ply of  forage  may  be  had,  You  will  provide  by  purchase  im- 
press or  otherwise  the  quantity  necessary;  for  which  this  shall 
be  your  warrant.8" 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  FELLOWS 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  July  31, 1780. 
Sir:  By  advices  just  reed.  I  hear  that  the  Enemy  have  cut  ofT 
the  communication  with  Fort  Schuyler,  and  as  the  place  is  not 
well  supplied  with  provision,  there  is  reason  to  fear  the  loss  of 

84The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  who  added  at  the  bottom  of 
the  sheet:  "A  similar  one  was  given  to  Col.  Hay  comprehending  all  the  North  River 
and  to  Mr.  Hubbard  for  Connecticut."  James  McHenry  has  also  noted:  "One  to  Mr. 
Joseph  Lewis,  A.  Dy.  Q.  M.  G.  to  impress  waggons  for  the  transport  of  *he  boats  to 
the  N:  River." 

85 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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that  valuable  post,  unless  it  is  speedily  relieved.  You  will  there- 
fore be  pleased  instantly  upon  the  receipt  hereof  to  detach  Five 
hundred  of  the  Militia  under  your  command  properly  officered 
with  directions  to  the  Officer  to  march  and  put  himself  under 
the  command  of  Brigr.  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer  of  Try  on  County. 
I  have  written  to  Colo.  Van  Schaick  at  Albany  to  supply  provi- 
sions, Waggons  and  whatever  else  may  be  necessary  to  expedite 
the  march  of  the  detachment.  Governor  Clinton  has  written 
to  the  same  effect  to  Colo.  Van  Schaick  and  to  Genl.  Van  Rens- 
selaer. When  you  consider  how  very  essential  the  post  of  Fort 
Schuyler  is  to  the  security  of  our  whole  Frontier,  and  that  the 
saving  of  the  harvest  of  the  fine  Country  upon  the  Mohawk 
River  depends  upon  an  immediate  removal  of  the  Enemy,  I  am 
convinced  you  will  not  lose  any  time  in  marching  off  the  de- 
tachment, that  they  may  form  a  junction  with  the  Militia  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  Ammunition  will  be  ready  at  Albany. 
I  am  &c.86 

To  COLONEL  GOOSE  VAN  SCHAICK 

Peek's  Kill,  July  31,  1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Your  Two  Letters  of  the  29th  Instant 
and  am  concerned  to  find  that  the  Enemy  have  again  appeared 
before  Fort  Schuyler  in  such  force.  I  am  the  more  concerned 
at  the  event,  as  the  Garrison  notwithstanding  the  timely  pre- 
cautions I  had  taken  and  which  I  hoped  had  been  carried  into 
execution  appears  to  be  by  no  means  in  a  proper  and  respect- 
able state  as  to  provisions.  From  the  emergency  and  absolute 
necessity  of  the  case,  His  Excellency  the  Governor  who  is  for- 
tunately here,  transmits  You  an  Impress  Warrant  for  procur- 
ing an  instant  supply,  which  You  will  exert  yourself  to  obtain 

88  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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and  the  necessary  means  of  transportation  by  every  practicable 
way.  His  Excellency  has  also  issued  his  Orders  with  respect  to 
the  Militia,  and  besides  I  have  written  to  the  Commanding 
Officer  of  the  Massachusetts  Militia  at  Claverack,  and  desired 
him  to  send  Five  Hundred  of  them  without  delay  to  Albany, 
who  are  to  place  themselves  under  the  command  of  Brigadr 
Genl  Van  Rensselaer  and  will  act  with  him  for  repelling  the 
Enemy.  With  the  Militia  of  the  State  and  this  reinforcement, 
I  should  hope  that  they  will  be  obliged  to  return. 

I  have  written  to  the  Commissary  of  Military  Stores  at 
West  Point  and  directed  him  to  forward  immediately  to  Al- 
bany to  Mr.  Rensselaer,  the  Commissary,  Powder  and  Lead 
equal  to  One  Hundred  Thousand  Rounds,  which  he  will  issue 
on  your  order  or  General  Rensselaer's.  The  Officers  of  the  Mi- 
litia should  be  enjoined  to  have  the  utmost  care  taken  of  the 
ammunition  and  whatever  is  not  used,  it  would  be  best  if  it 
could  be  returned  into  the  Store.  I  am  etc.87 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  July  31, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  must  request  you  immediately  to  provide  the 
means  of  transporting  powder  and  Ball  and  Cartridge  paper 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  rounds  to  Albany. 
A  water  conveyance  will  in  every  respect  be  most  convenient 
and  eligible,  but  if  you  should  not  have  Boats  and  hands  ready, 
you  most  procure  Waggons.  The  critical  situation  of  Fort 
Schuyler  renders  a  speedy  relief  necessary.  Men  will  be  ready 
for  the  purpose,  but  there  is  not  a  sufficiency  of  Ammunition  at 
Albany.  The  Commanding  Officer  of  Artillery  at  West  point 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 


1780]  AMMUNITION  289 

will  deliver  the  powder,  Ball  &c.  when  you  send  for  them. 
They  are  to  be  delivered  to  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  Commy  of 
Military  Stores  at  Albany.  I  am  &c.88 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  Monday,  July  31, 1780. 

Parole  Resolution.    Countersigns  Successfull,  Campaign. 

Watchword,  Dispatch. 

The  Army  is  instantly  to  disencumber  itself  of  all  its  baggage 
and  one  half  the  Tents  of  both  Officers  and  Privates  to  be  stored 
at  Westpoint  leaving  a  noncommissioned  officer  of  each  regi- 
ment to  take  care  of  them. 

A  Field  Return  by  Brigades  to  be  made  this  evening  at  seven 
o'clock  to  the  Adjutant  General,  specifying  the  number  of  men 
fit  for  Action,  the  number  of  Arms  with  Bayonets,  the  number 
without  bayonets,  the  number  of  Cartouch  boxes,  the  Quantity 
of  Ammunition  and  the  deficiencies  of  these  several  Articles. 

All  detachments  and  out  guards  to  be  called  in  and  the  Bag- 
gage Guards  which  move  with  the  Army  to  be  reduced  to  a 
noncommissioned  officer  and  eight  men  per  Brigade. 

The  Troops  are  to  be  immediately  completed  to  forty  rounds 
pr  man. 

All  the  Artificers  are  to  be  collected  and  held  in  readiness  to 
march  with  their  Chests  of  Tools  and  a  return  to  be  immedi- 
ately made  to  the  Quarter  master  General  of  the  Number,  of 
their  respective  occupations,  and  of  the  departments  to  which 
they  belong. 

All  the  intrenching  Tools  to  be  collected  and  delivered  to  the 
order  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gouvion  of  the  corps  of  Engineers. 

88  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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A  number  of  Arms  being  arrived  at  King's  ferry  an  imme- 
diate Application  is  to  be  made  for  deficiencies  and  the  Arms 
without  Bayonets  are  to  be  exchanged  for  the  remainder  in 
proportion  to  the  Wants  of  the  several  regiments. 

If  there  are  any  Cartouch  boxes  at  the  Park  they  are  also  to  be 
delivered.  Returns  are  to  be  made  for  these  Articles  to  General 
Knox  who  will  give  the  necessary  orders. 

The  General  officers  and  Commandants  of  regiments  are  re- 
quested to  be  at  Head  Quarters  this  evening  at  eight  o  clock. 

Each  division  to  furnish  Guards  for  its  own  security. 

To  PRESIDENT  JAMES  BOWDOIN 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  i,  1780. 

Dr  Sir :  I  had  not  the  honor  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the 
12th :  ulto.  until  the  28th :  upon  my  march  from  Jersey  to  this 
place,  at  which  I  am  collecting  our  force  to  move  down  towards 
New  York,  in  hopes  of  taking  an  advantage  of  the  absence  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  the  greater  part  of  his  force. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  information  you  give  me  of  the 
quantity  of  Powder  which  may  be  obtained  in  Massachusetts. 
You  will  be  good  enough  to  secure  every  ounce  within  your 
power.  Should  any  accident  happen,  by  which  the  Continent 
will  not  have  occasion  for  it,  it  will  be  always  a  valuable  acqui- 
sition to  the  State. 

The  Board  of  War  having  been  lately  furnished  by  Congress 
with  the  means  of  making  a  very  large  purchase  of  Military 
Stores  will  undoubtedly  direct  their  Agent  in  Boston  to  secure 
what  powder  may  be  obtained  there ;  but  I  think  it  would  be 
well  for  the  State  instantly  to  engage  the  15  Tons  in  the  hands 
of  the  Merchants  if  they  dispose  of  it  again  to  the  Continent. 
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I  have  directed  Genl.  Glover  who  is  at  Springfield  to  receive 
the  Levies  to  make  report  to  the  State  of  any  deficiencies,  re- 
marking the  districts  to  which  they  belong. 

Your  assurances  of  aid  to  the  utmost  of  the  requisitions  made 
upon  the  State  cannot  but  be  highly  agreeable  to  me.  I  have 
the  honor  etc.89 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  i,  1780. 
Dear  Sir :  I  am  assembling  our  whole  Continental  Force  at 
this  place  with  an  intent  to  move  down  towards  New  York,  in 
hopes,  that  an  opportunity  may  offer  in  the  absence  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  of  striking  the  Enemy  to  advantage  or  at  least 
of  gaining  possession  of  some  posts  which  will  be  of  very  great 
advantage  in  carrying  on  our  future  operations.  I  have  taken 
the  liberty  to  order  the  two  State  Regiments  under  Colo  Wells 
and  Beebe90  to  join  me,  and  have  written  to  the  Officer  com- 
manding the  Militia  assembled  at  Danbury  to  come  forward. 
I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  give  directions 
to  the  Militia  detained  upon  Connecticut  River  for  the  purpose 
of  cutting  Fascines,  to  quit  that  business  and  march  as  expedi- 
tiously as  possible  to  join  the  Army.  Should  we  be  so  lucky  as 
to  gain  any  advantageous  posts  it  may  require  an  additional 
force  to  keep  them  untill  our  Allies  are  in  condition  to  form  a 
junction  with  us.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  order  two 
thousand  of  your  Western  Militia,  in  addition  to  the  number 
already  voted,  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  move  upon 
my  requisition,  and  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you  for  the  names  of 

89 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

00  Lieut.  Cols.  Levi  Wells  and  Bezaleel  Beebe.  They  were  commandants  of  the  First 
and  Second  Connecticut  State  Regiments,  respectively. 
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the  Officers  to  whom  I  am  to  apply,  should  there  be  occasion, 
that  not  a  moments  time  may  be  lost.  If  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
should  continue  to  prosecute  his  enterprise  against  the  Fleet 
and  Army  of  our  Ally  at  Rhode  Island,  it  may  afford  us  an 
opportunity  of  striking  a  decisive  stroke  at  New  York,  a  thing 
of  all  others  to  be  desired.  I  have  the  honor  &c. 

P.  S.  I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  24th  on  my 
march  to  this  place.91 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Peekskill,  August  1, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  From  our  present  advices  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Enemy's  force  are  gone  to  Rhode  Island  with  a  view  of  reduc- 
ing the  Armament  from  France.  We  can  give  them  no  suc- 
cour from  hence  by  detaching,  on  account  of  the  distance  and 
the  difficulty  there  would  be,  if  not  impracticability,  of  sub- 
sisting the  Troops  with  bread.  There  is  no  other  mode  which 
promises  them  relief,  so  far  as  it  may  depend  on  us,  but  our 
moving  against  New  York  immediately  and  acting  against  it 
with  rapidity  and  vigor,  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit. 
For  this  end  the  whole  of  the  Continental  Troops  are  in  mo- 
tion and  as  every  aid  will  be  essential,  I  entreat  that  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  order  your  State  Regiment  and  the  Militia  called 
for  by  the  Committee  of  Congress,  to  march  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble for  Dobbs's  ferry,  subject  to  my  direction  where  the  Officers 
will  receive  further  orders.  I  would  also  beg  leave  to  sug- 
gest, that  I  think  it  advisable  that  Your  Excellency  should  or- 
der the  whole  of  the  Militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to 
march  in  case  of  Orders,  as  events  may  arise  to  make  their  aid 
highly  essential  and  important  for  a  few  days.  It  will  not  be 

81  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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called  for  but  in  this  case,  and  I  have  the  utmost  confidence 
that  they  will  give  me  support  whenever  it  may  be  requisite. 

I  am  much  concerned  that  so  few  Levies  have  joined  the 
Regiments  belonging  to  the  State.  They  amount  but  to  a  mere 
handful.  I  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  use  your  best  en- 
deavours to  have  them  forwarded  with  all  possible  expedition. 
The  service  and  our  most  essential  interests  require  it.  I  have 
the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  Besides  writing  to  Your  Excellency  I  have  written  a 
Line  to  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Morris  Town  to  forward 
on  the  Militia  required  by  the  Committee  to  Dobbs's  ferry.92 

To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Peekskill,  August  i,  1780. 
We  are  thus  far,  my  dear  Marquis,  on  our  way  to  New- York. 
To-morrow  [sic]  the  whole  army  was  to  have  taken  up  its  line 
of  march,  and  would  have  moved  with  all  the  rapidity  in  our 
power  to  this  object,  had  we  not  a  few  hours  since  received  ad- 
vice from  the  Sound,  dated  yesterday  that  the  fleet  of  transports 
had  put  back,  and  were  steering  westward.93  Col.  Sheldon  by  a 

82  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

93  Clinton  claimed  that  he  had  held  his  troops  in  readiness  to  proceed  against  the 
French  from  June  22,  but  had  received  no  cooperation  from  Arbuthnot.  This  lack  and 
contrary  winds  delayed  the  expedition  until  July  26,  when  it  passed  through  Hell 
Gate,  "and  on  the  27th  proceeded  to  Huntington  where  I  waited  for  certain  Accounts 
from  the  Admiral,  and  his  Answer  to  my  three  different  proposals;  not  daring,  even 
if  the  Wind  would  have  permitted,  to  go  further  from  New  York  till  some  plan  was 
setded,  and  fearing  my  first  could  not  take  place,  after  the  French  had  been  in  posses- 
sion, at  that  time,  above  fourteen  days.  On  the  29th  I  received  a  Letter  from  the 
Admiral,  but  giving  me  no  answer  to  my  proposals,  and  offering  nothing  more  than 
to  put  me  on  shore,  refusing  me  either  Cannon,  Ammunition,  or  Sailors;  nor  did  he 
offer  any  kind  of  Active  Cooperation  ...  he  Said  he  hoped  to  God  I  would  not 
come,  for  that  the  French  were  reinforced  very  considerably  from  the  Continent,  had 
raised  Works  and  Batteries,  and  implying  that  there  was  no  possibility  of  his  attempt- 
ing anything.  If  his  intelligence  was  true,  I  admit  all  this.  I  could  get  none  of  my 
own.  .  .  .   On  this,  finding  there  was  so  little  likelyhood  of  anything  being  done, 
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letter  come  to  hand  this  instant,  writes  me  to  the  same  effect. 
We  shall  therefore  govern  our  subsequent  motions  agreeably 
to  our  original  plan. 

The  express  which  takes  this,  comes  from  the  minister,  and 
only  leaves  me  time  to  beg  you  to  communicate  to  the  Compte 
De  Rochambeau  and  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  the  force  of  this 
information,  and  to  tell  you  that  I  am  most  Affectionately  etc.94 

To  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REED 

Peekskill,  August  i,  1780. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  Excellency,  that  the  exigency 
of  the  service  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  call  the  German 
Battallion  from  Sunbury  to  join  this  Army,  and  that  I  must 
imbrace  the  earliest  opportunity  to  transmit  an  Order  for  the 
purpose.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  communicate  this  to  Your 
Excellency,  that  You  may,  if  You  deem  it  essential,  supply  its 
place,  by  incorporating  and  ordering  a  number  of  Your  Mili- 
tia to  act  in  that  Quarter.  Had  the  requisition  of  the  Honble 
the  Committee  of  Congress  to  the  State  for  Men  to  fill  her  Bat- 
tallions,  been  even  nearly  complied  with,  and  which  I  thought 
as  they  did,  the  public  interest  required,  I  should  have  foregone 
the  advantages  which  would  have  been  derived  from  the  serv- 
ice of  this  Corps  and  continued  it  as  its  present  station;  but  this 


I  fell  back  to  Whitestone." — Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  William  Eden,  Aug.  18,  1780. 
(Stevens  Facs.  no.  730.) 

To  Germain  (August  25)  Clinton  made  the  same  explanation  and  added:  "During 
this  time  General  Washington,  with  an  army  increased  to  12000  Men,  moved  from  his 
position  in  the  Jersey  Mountains  to  Kings  Ferry  where  he  crossed  the  Hudson  on  the 
2d  Instant,  and  from  whence  he  advanced  towards  Croton  River.  He  probably  sup- 
posed my  Armament  sailed  for  Rhode  Island,  and  intended  either  to  threaten  New 
York,  or  to  move  to  Succour  the  French." — British  Transcripts,  C.  O.  5,  vol.  100,  fol. 
173,  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  The  General  Return  of  the  Continental  Army  for 
July  22  showed  but  3,278  men  fit  for  duty  and  a  deficiency  of  5»5°o  "wanting  to 
complete."  (See  Washington's  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Cooperation,  Aug.  17,  1780, 
post.) 

04  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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not  having  been  the  case,  I  am  compelled  to  avail  myself  of 
its  aid.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.95 


To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR 

Head  Quarters,  August  i,  1780. 

Dr.  Sir :  You  will  perceive  by  the  orders  of  this  day  that  the 
Corps  of  Light  Infantry  is  immediately  to  be  formed.  The  com- 
mand of  it  for  the  Campaign  is  promised  to  The  Marquis  De 
la  Fayette,96  for  reasons  which  I  dare  say  will  be  to  you  obvious 
and  satisfactory. 

If  we  attack  New  York,  the  part  this  corps  will  act  will  make 
it  a  most  desirable  command.  Should  it  be  agreeable  to  you  to 
take  it  [till  the  return  of  this  Gentn.  wch.  is  uncertain]  it  will 
give  me  great  pleasure.  I  wish  you  however  to  consult  your 
[own]  delicacy,  and  determine  without  [the  least]  restraint. 
I  wait  your  answer.  I  am  etc.97 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  PHILEMON  DICKINSON 

Peeks  Kill,  August  1, 1780. 
Dr  Sir :  From  Our  present  advices,  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Enemy's  force  is  gone  to  the  Eastward  with  a  view  of  striking 
the  Armament  from  France.  In  consequence  of  this  I  am  mov- 
ing with  our  Continental  force  towards  New  York,  there  to  act 
as  circumstances  may  justify.  Events  may  arise  to  make  the  aid 
of  the  Jersey  Militia  essential,  of  which  I  have  apprised  His 
Excellency  the  Governor,  and  requested  that  they  might  be  in 

95  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
At  this  point  the  draft  has  the  following  crossed  out:  "  but  I  dare  say  you  will 
easily  conceive  the  reasons.   The  services  he  has  rendered  this  Country  in  France." 

97 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington. 
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readiness  to  move  and  to  give  us  succour  should  it  be  requisite. 
If  this  should  be  the  case  I  need  not  tell  You  that  I  shall  be 
happy  to  see  You  at  their  Head.  I  am  confident  it  will  be  the 
case,  and  my  principal  design  in  troubling  You  with  this,  is  to 
advertise  You  that  the  Militia  may  be  called  for,  and  that  you 
may  turn  your  Eyes  towards  the  event,  and  have  it  the  more 
in  your  power  to  expedite  their  movement  whenever  it  may  be 
proper.  I  am  etc.98 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LUDOWICK  WELTNER 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  i,  1780. 
Sir :  The  exigency  of  the  service  makes  it  necessary  that  the 
Battallion  under  your  command  should  join  the  Main  Army, 
which  is  now  on  the  East  side  of  Hudson's  River.  I  therefore 
desire,  that  you  will  march  with  it  without  any  delay,  after 
receipt  of  this  and  form  a  junction  with  it.  I  am  etc." 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  BEZALEEL  BEEBE1 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  1, 1780. 

Sir :  I  am  to  desire  you  will  be  pleased  to  put  the  Regiment 
under  your  Command  immediately  in  motion.  You  will  pro- 
ceed by  the  shortest  route  to  join  the  main  Army  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  White  Plains,  or  wherever  it  may  be :  of  which 
you  cannot  fail  to  have  early  information. 

I  have  also  to  entreat  the  Regiment  will  march  with  as  little 
Baggage  as  possible;  as  the  whole  Army  have  divested  itself  of 
every  superfluous  and  heavy  article. 

98  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  and  addressed  to  Lieuten- 
ant Colonel  Weltner  "or  Officer  Commanding  the  German  Battallion  at  Sunbury." 
1  Lieut.  Col.  Beebe  and  the  Second  Connecticut  State  Regiment  were  at  Stamford. 
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I  have  written  to  Governor  Trumbull  informing  him  of  the 
steps  I  have  taken.  I  am  etc.2 

To  THE  OFFICER  COMMANDING 
THE  ADDITIONAL  MARYLAND  BATTALION 

Head  Quarters,  Peeks  Kill,  August  i,  1780. 
Sir:  By  the  time  this  arrives  at  the  Head  of  Elk,  I  would 
willingly  hope,  that  the  Battallion  which  the  Legislature  deter- 
mined to  raise  for  the  War,  in  lieu  of  the  number  of  Militia 
required  by  the  Honourable  the  Committee  of  Congress,  act- 
ing with  the  Army,  will  have  assembled  and  be  in  readiness  to 
join  me.  If  this  is  the  case  I  am  to  request,  that  You  will  pro- 
ceed with  it  and  join  the  Army  on  the  East  side  of  Hudson's 
River,  with  all  the  expedition  You  can,  compatible  with  the 
health  of  the  Men.  Should  it  happen  that  not  more  than  a  part 
of  the  Battallion  is  assembled,  You  will  send  the  Men  forward 
under  proper  Officers  and  follow  with  the  Remainder  as  soon 
as  possible.  I  am  &c.3 

To  HENRY  HOLLINGSWORTH 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  1, 1780. 
Sir:  Inclosed  you  have  a  letter  for  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Regiment  intended  to  be  raised  by  the  State  of  Maryland 
in  lieu  of  the  Militia  demanded  of  her.  This  Regiment  was  ap- 
pointed to  rendezvous  at  the  Head  of  Elk  by  the  last  of  July, 
but  as  some  disappointments  may  have  happened  in  the  raising 
of  it,  perhaps  it  may  not  be  punctual  to  the  time.  I  must  there- 
fore request  you  to  keep  the  letter  by  you,  if  no  part  of  the 

2  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  same  letter  was  also  sent 
to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Wells  at  Horseneck. 

3  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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troops  should  have  arrived  when  it  gets  to  hand,  and  deliver  it 
to  the  first  Officer  who  comes  upon  the  Ground.  I  am  &c.4 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Peeks  Kill,  August  i,  1780. 
Dr  Sir:  From  the  great  and  many  difficulties  and  the  delay 
which  attend  land  transportation,  I  think  it  essential  that  sev- 
eral of  the  Albany  Sloops  should  be  brought  down  to  Kings 
ferry  as  soon  as  possible,  where  they  can  occasionally  take  in 
provision  and  other  Stores  and  convey  them  down  the  River  to 
some  Landing  convenient  to  the  Army.  You  will  therefore 
pursue  immediate  measures  for  collecting  a  good  many  and 
have  them  brought  down  to  Kings  ferry.  And  you  will  em- 
brace the  opportunity  which  will  be  offered  by  their  coming,  to 
bring  down  all  the  plank  and  Square  Timber  that  may  be  col- 
lected. Too  much  expedition  cannot  be  used  in  executing  this 
business.  I  am  etc.5 

To  THE  OFFICER  COMMANDING  THE 
NEW  JERSEY  MILITIA 

Peeks  Kill,  August  1, 1780. 
Sir:  I  presume  before  this  that  the  Militia  required  by  the 
Committee  of  Congress  of  Your  State,  for  cooperating  with 
the  Army,  are  assembled  in  the  whole  or  in  part,  at  Morris 
Town.  If  the  whole  are  collected  You  will  be  pleased  to  march 
with  them  without  any  delay  for  Dobbs's  ferry,  where  you  will 
receive  further  Orders;  and  if  the  whole  are  not  assembled  You 
will  send  on  such  as  are,  under  proper  Officers  and  continue  to 
do  it  as  they  arrive.  I  am  &c.5 

4  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  Tuesday,  August  i,  1780. 
Parole  Copenhagen.    Countersigns  K.,  F. 
Watchword  Discipline. 

'Till  the  absent  Corps  join  the  Army  and  a  more  complete 
Arrangement  can  be  made  for  the  Campaign  the  following 
formation  for  the  Light  Infantry  is  to  take  place. 
New   Hampshire   Brigade   to 
furnish 3  Companies 

New  York ....  ditto  including 
a        ^  j  Commanded  by 

State  I  roops 5       do.  ,  „  ,  ,      / 

—^ ■  .        ,        ,.       Colo  Cortlandt 

0  Companies  1  battalion  { ,  ,  .  ^  , 

r  Maj.Galvan 


Massachusetts  1st.  and  2nd  bri 

gades 8       do   .  .       1      do 


I  Colo  Sheppard 
[Maj.Trescott 


Ditto. . .  .3d  and  4th.  ditto. ...   8      do. . .      1     do. . .  (Col°  Gimat 

iMaj.  Keith8 

The  Above  three  battalions  will  form  a  Brigade  under  Briga- 
dier General  Poor 

Connecticut  1st.  and  2d.  Brigades  8  Companies  1  battaln.  I 

New  Jersey 4       do. 

Hands 3       do. 

Starks 3       do. 

10 — 8  of  which  will] 
form  a  battalion' 
commanded  by 

Pennsylvania  1st.  and  2d  Brigades ...  6 

Two  Companies  of  Hands 2 


Colo.  Ogden 
[Major  Thayer 


R       ..      f  Colonel  Stewart 
JMaj.McPherson7 

6Maj.  James  Keith,  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  retired  in  January, 
1783.  . 

7Maj.  William  Macpherson.  He  was  aide  to  Lincoln  in  June,  1781,  and  to  the  close 
of  the  war.  On  August  2  the  majors  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  protested  to  Washington 
this  appointment  of  Macpherson  to  the  light  infantry  as  an  injury  to  their  rank.  The 
protest  is  in  the  Washington  Papers  and  indorsed  by  Robert  Hanson  Harrison: 
"Verbally  answd." 
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The  above  three  Battalions  will  form  a  Brigade,  under  Briga- 
dier General  Hand. 

The  first  four  battalions  will  remain  as  the  Companies  have 
been  already  formed  by  the  Inspector  General. 

The  last  two  Battalions  will  consist  for  the  present  of  thirty 
two  rank  and  file  to  each  company  to  be  immediately  com- 
pleted to  this  number. 

Each  Battalion  will  have  an  Adjutant-Quartermaster  who 
will  also  do  the  duty  of  Paymaster,  a  surgeon  and  Mate,  a 
serjeant-Major  and  Quartermaster  Serjeant,  eight  drums  and 
fifes. 

Each  Brigade  will  have:  i  Brigade  Quarter  Master;  i  ditto 
Commissary;  i  ditto  Forage  Master;  i  ditto  Waggon-master; 
i  ditto  Conductor  with  a  forge  and  two  armourers. 

These  Appointments  are  immediately  to  be  made.  Each  bri- 
gade will  have  two  Field  Pieces,  These  battalions  to  parade  at 
Verplanks  point,  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  to  be  reviewed 
and  formed  by  the  Inspector  General. 

The  General  entreats  the  officers  commanding  Divisions  and 
brigades  to  exert  themselves  to  get  in  readiness  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble and  as  fast  as  they  are  ready  they  are  to  move  towards  the 
New  bridge  on  Croton  river. 

Convalescents  and  such  men  as  are  otherwise  absolutely  unfit 
to  march  yet  capable  of  duty  in  a  fixed  post  are  to  be  left  at 
Verplanks  and  Stoney  points  with  a  Captain  and  two  subal- 
terns at  each;  the  detachments  of  Infantry  now  there  will  join 
their  respective  Corps  tomorrow  morning. 

All  the  Women  and  Children  of  the  Army  are  also  to  be 
left  at  these  Posts  for  a  few  days  where  the  commanding  offi- 
cers will  see  that  they  are  furnished  with  rations  as  usual. 

General  Poors  and  Clinton's  brigades  each  give  a  Subaltern 
to  act  as  Adjutant  and  Quartermaster,  also  a  capable  Serjeant 
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for  Serjeant-Major  and  Quartermaster  serjeant  for  the  regi- 
ment of  Light  Infantry  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel  Cort- 
landt:  a  Surgeon  from  General  Clinton's  and  a  mate  from 
General  Poors  for  the  same. 

The  first  and  second  Massachusetts  brigades  give  two  Subs, 
a  Surgeon,  Mate,  and  two  Serjeants  for  the  regiment  to  be  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Sheppard. 

The  third  and  fourth  Massachusetts  brigades  give  two  Subs, 
a  Surgeon,  Mate  and  two  Serjeants  for  the  regiments  to  be 
commanded  by  Colonel  Gimat. 

The  Connecticut  line  gives  two  Subs,  a  Surgeon,  Mate  and 
two  Serjeants  for  the  regiment  to  be  commanded  by  Colonel 
Swift. 

The  Jersey  and  Stark's  brigades  give  each  a  Sub  and  Ser- 
jeant the  former  a  Surgeon  and  the  latter  a  mate  for  the  regi- 
ment commanded  by  Colonel  Ogden. 

The  Pennsylvania  regiments  give  two  Subs,  a  Surgeon, 
Mate  and  two  Serjeants  for  the  regiment  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Stewart,  to  act  in  the  abovementioned  Capacities. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Safety  of  the  Baggage  of  the  Army  being  an  object  of 
great  importance  the  Commander  in  Chief  directs  that  in  ad- 
dition to  the  order  of  yesterday,  a  subaltern  officer  from  each 
brigade  be  sent  with  it  to  Westpoint  who  is  to  take  charge  of 
that  of  his  own  brigade  see  it  properly  deposited  there  and  re- 
main with  it  untill  further  orders. 

Orders  will  be  issued  daily  at  twelve  o'clock  and  at  five  in  the 
afternoon.  The  most  punctual  attendance  for  orders  is  expected. 

The  4th.  Pennsylvania  regiment  is  to  join  the  first  Pennsyl- 
vania brigade,  the  nth.  Pennsylvania  regiment  is  to  join  the 
second  brigade;  Hazen's  regiment  will  join  Poor's  brigade  and 
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Livingston's  is  to  form  a  Battalion  with  Spencer's  in  the  Jersey 
Brigade. 

The  following  will  be  the  order  of  Battle  for  the  present. 
The  right  wing  commanded  by  Major  General  Greene  will 
consist  of  two  divisions  in  the  first  line  and  one  division  in  the 
second  line. 

Right:  ist  and  2d.  Pennsylvania  brigades  will 
compose  one  Division  commanded  by  Major 
1  st.  Line  General  St.  Clair. 

Right  Wing    Left:  New  Jersey  and  New  York  brigades  will 
compose  one  Division  commanded  by  Major 
General  Lord  Stirling. 
2d. Line      [ist.  and  2nd.  Connecticut  Brigades  will  corn- 
Right  Wing  <     pose  one  division  commanded  by  the  Eldest 
[     Brigadier. 
The  Left  Wing  commanded  by  Major  General  Arnold8  will 
consist  of  two  Divisions  in  the  first  line  and  one  Division  in  the 
second  line. 

Right:  ist.  and  2nd  Massachusetts  Brigades  will 

compose  one  Division  commanded  by  Major 

ist.  Line  General  Howe. 

Left  Wing      Left:  Stark's  and  Poor's  brigades  will  compose 

one  division  commanded  by  Major  General 

McDougall. 

{3d  and  4th  Massachusetts  brigades  will  compose 
one  Division  commanded  by  Maj.  Genl.  B. 
de  Steuben. 
The  two  Brigades  of  Light  Infantry  will  compose  a  Division 
and  form  the  Advanced  corps  of  the  Army. 

8 Arnold  demurred  to  this  assignment,  pleading  that  his  unhealed  wound  forbade 
his  serving  in  an  active  command  in  the  field.  He  was  then  given  the  command  at 
West  Point. 
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Major  General  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  will  command  it 
for  the  Campaign;  in  his  absence  Major  General  St.  Clair  is 
requested  to  take  the  command. 

EVENING  ORDERS 

The  whole  corps  of  Light  Infantry  is  to  be  paraded  tomor- 
row ten  o'clock  on  the  same  ground  they  were  paraded  on 
this  afternoon,  where  the  Brigades  and  Battalions  will  be 
formed  and  after  wards  will  encamp  by  themselves. 

The  men  will  have  all  their  Baggage  and  Camp  equipage 
with  them.  The  Quarter  Masters  are  to  be  on  the  Ground  to 
lay  out  the  Camp.  All  the  Inspectors  and  Sub  Inspectors  will 
attend. 

A  return  of  Shoes  and  linnen  overalls  actually  wanting  by 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  the  Artillery  and  Hazen's,  Angell's 
and  Webb's  regiments  are  to  be  made  at  nine  o'clock  tomor- 
row morning  without  fail. 

A  return  to  be  made  tomorrow  morning  to  the  Quarter 
master  General  at  Verplank's  point  of  all  the  Waggons  and 
the  number  of  waggon  horses  employed  in  every  department, 
by  the  officers  who  have  the  immediate  superintendency  of 
them. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  Wednesday,  August  2, 1780. 

Parole  Halifax.    Countersigns  Kent,  Lyme. 

Watchword  Liberty. 

The  order  of  yesterday  directing  the  Troops  to  move  to  the 
Newbridge  on  Croton  is  suspended;  but  the  troops  are  to  con- 
tinue preparing  for  a  march  and  each  Division  is  to  report  at 
Headquarters  when  it  is  ready.  Those  that  are  not  ready  to  day 
are  to  report  at  seven  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  the  deficien- 
cies and  the  causes. 
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An  immediate  return  is  to  be  made  of  the  proportion  of  re- 
cruits which  have  formerly  served  in  the  Army  or  otherwise 
for  a  continued  term  of  three  months  and  upwards  distin- 
guishing the  terms  they  have  served  and  the  kind  of  service 
whether  as  continental,  state  troops  or  militia. 

Tomorrow  ten  o'clock  a  return  is  to  be  made  to  the  Adju- 
tant General  of  all  the  recruits  that  have  joined  the  several 
lines. 

The  next  day  at  twelve  o'clock  an  accurate  Field  return  is  to 
be  made  shewing  the  number  of  men  we  may  absolutely  em- 
ploy in  time  of  action  excluding  any  little  Guards  which  must 
necessarily  remain  for  any  particular  purpose  and  which 
must  ever  be  composed  of  the  Invalids  or  men  least  capable 
of  Field  duty.  This  return  will  also  shew  in  seperate  columns 
such  men  as  are  unfit  for  action,  wanting  Clothes  or  Arms 
though  it  is  hoped  there  will  be  few  of  the  former  description 
and  none  of  the  latter  as  there  are  a  sufficiency  of  arms  on  the 
ground  to  supply  our  present  wants.  The  officers  will  exert 
themselves  to  call  in  all  detachments. 

As  there  is  a  very  great  scarcity  of  bayonet  belts  and  scab- 
bards the  General  directs  that  the  troops  keep  their  bayonets 
constantly  fix'd  except  when  cleaning  as  well  in  camp  as  on 
every  kind  of  duty  whatever  with  arms.  This  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  standing  order. 

The  Men  in  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners  are  to  be  fur- 
nished with  good  french  arms  and  accoutrements  from  the 
regiments  respectively  from  which  they  were  drafted. 

Lieutenant  Welch9  of  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners  is 
appointed  Quartermaster  to  the  same. 

"Lieut.  John  Welch,  of  the  Sappers  and  Miners.  He  was  regimental  quartermaster 
of  Olney's  Rhode  Island  regiment  in  January,  1782,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 


1780]  FORAGE  IMPRESS  305 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONELS  LEVI  WELLS  AND 
BEZALEEL  BEEBE 

Peekskill,  August  2, 1780. 

Gentln:  I  wrote  to  you  yesterday  desiring  you  to  march 
with  the  Regiments  under  your  command  and  join  the  Army 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  White  plains.  Some  movements 
of  the  enemy  since  will  retard  ours,  and  we  shall  not  be  down 
so  soon  as  I  expected.  You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  halt  till 
further  orders,  holding  your  Men  ready  to  march  at  a  Moments 
warning.  You  will  divest  yourselves  of  all  heavy  and  super- 
numerary Baggage  and  when  you  do  come,  let  it  be  as  light  as 
possible.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  You  will  be  pleased  to  give  me  advices  of  any  thing 
material  passing  upon  the  sound.10 

IMPRESS  WARRANT11 

Head  Quarters,  Peaks  Kill,  August  2, 1780. 
From  the  Representation  you  have  made  to  me  that  the 
Army  can  not  be  furnished  with  Forage  on  the  present  Emer- 
gency in  the  modes  pointed  out  by  Law,  I  am  compel'd  from 
the  necessity  of  the  Case  to  authorise  you,  and  you  are  hereby 
Authorised,  by  yourself,  Deputy,  Assistants  and  Forage  mas- 
ters to  impress  Pasturage,  Grass  hay  and  Oats,  which  may  be 
requisite  for  the  horses  of  the  Army,  when  the  same  cannot 
otherwise  be  procured,  provided  that  the  same  be  taken  within 
Ten  miles  of  an  Encampment  of  the  Army  and  that  you  take 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
Addressed  to  Col.  Clement  Biddle,  Commissary  General  of  Forage  of  the  Conti- 
nental Army.  The  same  warrant  was  reissued  to  Biddle  on  Aug.  13,  1780,  from  the 
camp  at  Tappan,  and  practically  the  same  on  Aug.  23,  1780,  from  the  camp  at 
Teaneck. 
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such  measures  for  having  Justice  done  to  the  Inhabitants  from 
whom  the  same  may  be  taken  as  near  as  can  be  done,  in  the 
modes  pointed  Out  by  Law,  Also  that  you  use  your  utmost 
Endeavours  to  prevent  unnecessary  Damage  or  waste. 

This  Warrant  to  continue  in  force  for  Ten  Days  from  the 
Date  hereof  and  no  longer.12 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Peek's  Kill,  August  3, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honoured  with  Your  Excellency's  Letter  of 
the  24th  Ulto.  and  for  the  reasons  You  mention,  the  postpon- 
ing the  march  of  the  Militia  was  proper,  especially  when  we 
take  in  view  the  appearances  there  were  of  the  Enemys  making 
an  expedition  with  a  great  part  of  their  land  force,  against 
our  allies.  These  however  are  now  at  an  end,  by  their  return- 
ing to  New  York.  But  as  the  Enemys  Fleet  still  remain  off 
Rhode  Island,  it  may  perhaps  be  thought  eligible  for  them 
not  to  move  for  the  present.  I  have  therefore  written  to  Genl 
Heath  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  about  Colo  Greene's  Regiment 
and  the  Levies,  and  requested  him  to  consult  the  Count,  and 
to  communicate  the  result  with  respect  to  the  Militia,  to  Your 
Excellency,  by  which  You  will  be  pleased  to  regulate  yourself 
as  to  their  coming  on  or  remaining  longer.  If  the  Latter  should 
be  the  result  of  their  communication,  I  am  then  to  entreat  that 
they  must  be  held  in  such  a  state  of  readiness,  as  to  be  able  to 
proceed  on  the  shortest  notice  after  a  requisition  by  me,  or  when 
the  Count  is  about  to  move  with  his  Troops,  or  shall  signify 
that  he  does  not  consider  their  further  detention  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  Your  Excellency  a  Copy  of  a  proc- 
lamation, offering  pardon  to  the  Deserters  from  Your  Two 

"The  text  is  from,  a  copy  in  the  Toner  Transcripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress  from 
the  original  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  (1892). 
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Regiments  in  Continental  service  &c.13  This  I  should  have 
transmitted  sooner  but  have  been  prevented  by  a  variety  of 
pressing  business  and  by  our  being  a  good  deal  in  a  moving 
state.  Your  Excellency,  if  you  think  proper  will  commit  it  to 
the  printer  for  publication.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.14 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Peeks  Kill,  August  3, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  I  received  Yesterday  your  letter  of  the  29th.  Ulto. 
Before  this  comes  to  hand  you  will  have  been  informed  that 
the  Fleet  in  the  Sound,  which  it  is  generally  believed  was  de- 
signed to  proceed  to  Rhode  Island,  has  returned.  We  have  so 
many  accounts  of  this  that  we  have  no  doubt  of  it,  and  are  pur- 
suing measures  accordingly.  With  respect  to  the  return  of  the 
Militia  who  are  called  for,  under  the  persuasion  that  the  Enemy 
meant  to  attack  the  Count,  it  will  rest  with  him  and  you  to 
determine  the  point,  but  as  it  is  of  consequence,  on  account 
of  the  State  of  our  provisions,  that  we  should  not  have  more  of 
these  in  the  field  than  prudence  and  necessity  may  require, 
and  as  it  is  not  very  probable  that  the  Enemy  will  now  return 
upon  their  steps  and  prosecute  their  supposed  original  plan,  it 
might  be  best  to  permit  the  militia  to  go  to  their  homes. 

As  to  your  coming  on  to  the  army  immediately,  I  shall  leave 
it  entirely  with  yourself  to  act  in  the  affair  as  you  please.  Your 
command  is  and  will  always  be  ready  for  you;  however  if  you 
find  your  presence  where  you  are  necessary  and  that  it  will 

13A  contemporary  copy  of  the  Rhode  Island  General  Assembly  resolve  "July  Ses- 
sion," requesting  a  pardon  for  deserters  has  a  note  thereon  by  Robert  Hanson  Harri- 
son: "Procla.  issued  the  3  of  Augt."  This  resolve  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  No 
draft  of  this  August  3  proclamation  is  found  in  the  Washington  Papers,  but  presum- 
ably the  same  text  was  issued  as  that  of  the  pardon  for  deserters  proclamation  for 
Massachusetts.  (See  footnote  to  Washington's  letter  to  President  Jeremiah  Powell, 
May  31,  1780,  ante.) 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 


308  WRITINGS  OF   WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

contribute  to  the  accommodation  of  our  allies  and  to  the  culti- 
vation of  harmony,  matters  about  which  I  am  very  anxious,  it 
may  possibly  be  more  eligible  for  you  to  remain  longer,  as  we 
shall  not  probably  have  any  instant,  active  operations.  But  as 
I  have  already  said  do  in  the  matter  as  you  like,  and  as  circum- 
stances may  decide. 

I  find  by  a  letter  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Greene  of 
the  24th.  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  States  quota  of  Levies 
for  filling  her  two  Regiments  had  assembled,  and  were  doing 
duty  under  the  command  of  Col  Greene.  It  is  of  consequence 
that  Col  Greene's  Regiment  and  the  Levies  should  join  the 
army,  in  order  to  compleat  our  arrangements,  and  that  they 
may  be  disciplined.  However  I  would  not  wish  them  to  be 
ordered  on,  without  your  consulting  the  Count  and  his  appro- 
bation of  the  measure.  If  they  do  not  march  immediately,  you 
will  impress  Col  Greene  with  the  necessity  there  is  for  his 
strictest  and  most  constant  attention  to  disciplining  them  and 
for  his  being  ready  to  proceed  the  moment  he  is  ordered  or  the 
Count  shall  judge  his  remaining  longer  unnecessary.  You  will 
also  direct  him  to  transmit  me  a  return  of  his  regiment  and  of 
the  Levies.  I  am  etc. 

P  S.  I  also  find  by  the  Governor's  letter,  that  the  militia  re- 
quired by  the  committee  and  requested  by  me  to  march  by  the 
25th.  ulto.  have  been  delayed  by  the  arrival  of  the  British  Ships 
of  War  off  Rhode  Island.  You  will  consult  the  Count  on  the 
propriety  of  their  advancing  or  remaining  longer,  and  will 
communicate  the  result  to  the  Governor,  to  whom  I  have  writ- 
ten, and  requested  him  to  act  with  respect  to  the  one  or  the 
other,  according  to  the  information  he  should  receive  from 
you.  In  case  the  Count  judges  their  remaining  material,  I  have 
intreated  the  Governor  that  they  may  be  held  in  such  a  state 
of  readiness,  as  to  be  able  to  move  on  the  shortest  notice,  on  my 
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requisition,  or  when  the  Count  is  about  to  proceed  with  his 
Troops,  or  shall  signify  that  their  detention  will  be  no  longer 
necessary.15  [  ms.  h.  s.  ] 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Peeks  Kill,  August  3, 1780. 
Dr  Sir :  I  shall  adopt  the  order  you  recommend.16  To  morrow 
if  we  are  all  ready  to  march  we  will  begin  to  cross  the  River  for 
Dobbs's  ferry.  You  will  therefore  discontinue  your  prepara- 
tions for  the  object  that  brought  us  here  as  it  has  ceased,  further 
than  as  they  may  promote  the  views  of  the  campaign.  Endeav- 
our to  have  every  thing  in  your  department  ready  to  day  to 
move  the  Troops.  I  am  &c.1T 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters  at  Peekskill,  August  3, 1780. 
Sir :  You  are  to  proceed  to  West  point  and  take  the  command 
of  that  post  and  its  dependencies,  in  which  are  included  all 
from  Fishkill  to  Kings  Ferry.  The  Corps  of  Infantry  and  Cav- 
alry advanced  towards  the  Enemy's  lines  on  the  East  side  of  the 
River  will  [also]  be  under  your  orders  and  will  take  directions 
from  you,  and  you  will  endeavour  to  obtain  every  intelligence 
of  the  Enemy's  Motions.  The  Garrison  of  West  point  is  to  con- 
sist of  the  Militia  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  for 
which  reason,  as  soon  as  the  number  from  those  States  amounts 
to  [twelve  hundd]  the  New  York  Militia  under  the  command 

15  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 

18 "The  more  I  have  thought  upon  the  subject  of  explaining  the  reasons  and  causes 
of  our  movements  to  the  Army,  and  through  them  to  the  Country,  the  more  I  am  con- 
firmed in  my  opinion,  of  the  propriety  and  necessity  for  it.  .  .  ." — Greene  to  Wash- 
ington, Aug.  3,  1780.  Greene's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers.  (See  General 
Orders,  Aug.  3,  1780;  also  Washington's  letter  to  Samuel  Loudon,  Aug.  5,  1780,  post.) 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 
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of  Colo.  Malcom  are  to  join  the  Main  Army  on  the  West  side  of 
the  River,  [and  when  the  number  from  Massachusetts-bay  alone 
shall  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  Rank  and  file,  the  Militia  of 
New  Hampshire  will  also  march  to  the  Main  Army.]  Colo. 
James  Livingstons  Regiment  is,  till  further  orders,  to  garrison 
the  Redoubts  at  Stoney  and  Verplanks  points. 

Claverac  upon  the  North  River  is  appointed  for  the  place  of 
rendezvous  of  the  Militia  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachu- 
setts, from  whence  you  will  have  them  brought  down  as  fast 
as  they  arrive.  A  supply  of  provision  will  be  necessary  at  that 
place,  which  you  will  order  from  time  to  time  as  there  may 
be  occasion. 

You  will  endeavour  to  have  the  Works  at  West  point  carried 
on  as  expeditiously  as  possible  by  the  Garrison,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  superintendance  of  the  Engineers.  The  Stores  care- 
fully preserved,  and  the  provision  safely  deposited  and  often 
inspected,  particularly  the  salted  Meat.  A  certain  quantity  of 
provision  has  been  constantly  kept  in  each  Work,  to  be  ready 
against  a  sudden  attack.  Where  there  are  Bomb  proofs,  they 
serve  for  Magazines;  but  in  the  smaller  Works  where  there  are 
hone,  you  will  have  places  erected  sufficiently  tight  to  preserve 
the  provision  from  damage  and  pillage. 

You  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  obtain  and  transmit  an  accu- 
rate Return  of  the  Militia  which  have  come  in,  and  inform  me 
regularly  of  their  increase. 

Should  any  Levies,  from  the  State  of  New  York  or  those  to 
the  Eastward  of  it,  intended  for  the  Continental  Army  arrive  at 
West  point,  you  will  immediately  forward  them  to  the  Lines 
to  which  they  respectively  belong. 

The  difficulties  we  shall  certainly  experience  on  the  score  of 
provisions  render  the  utmost  ceconomy  highly  necessary.  You 
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will  therefore  attend  frequently  to  the  daily  Issues,  and  by 
comparing  them  with  your  Returns,  will  be  able  to  check  any 
impositions.18 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  HENRY  KNOX 

Head  Quarters,  August  3, 1780. 

Sir:  I  wish  to  be  informed,  whether  what  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments you  have  on  hand,  together  with  those  in  the  Magazines 
capable  of  being  put  in  repair  in  three  Weeks;  are  sufficient  to 
equip  five  thousand  Men;  exclusive  of  the  troops  now  on  the 
Ground,  who  are  destitute  and  must  be  supplied. 

If  there  are  not  Arms  and  Accoutrements  to  this  amount, 
I  beg  you  will  give  me  the  best  information  you  can  of  the 
number  in  an  hour  after  the  receipt  of  this.  I  am  etc.19 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  Thursday,  August  3, 1780. 

Parole  Hopkinton.    Countersigns  Hull,  Here. 

Watchword  Hark! 

The  Army  having  moved  to  the  present  ground  in  Conse- 
quence of  the  Enemy's  dispositions  to  make  a  combined  attack 
upon  our  Allies  at  Rhode  Island,  for  the  purposes  of  taking  such 
advantages  as  their  absence  from  New  York  might  afford  or 
obliging  them  to  relinquish  their  intended  Expedition;  and  the 
latter  having  apparently  taken  place,  probably  in  consequence 
of  the  movement  on  our  part,  the  Army  will  recross  the  river 

18  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  portions  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington.  The  original  signed  letter  is  also  in  the  Washington  Pa- 
pers, having  been  found  among  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point  after  he  fled  to  the 
British.  It  varies  from  the  draft  in  spelling  and  punctuation  only. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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tomorrow  to  prosecute  the  original  plan  of  the  Campaign. 
The  Troops  will  move  by  the  right  and  the  order  of  embarka- 
tion will  be  as  follows  the  Baggage  of  each  Division  crossing 
with  it:  Corps  of  Light  Infantry.  Right  Wing:  Pennsylvania 
division,  Stirling's  ditto,  Connecticut  ditto.  Park  of  Artillery 
with  intrenching  tools  &ca.  Left  Wing:  Howe's  Division, 
McDougall's  do,  Steuben's  do.  Baggage  of  Committee  of  Con- 
gress. Commander  in  Chief  and  General  Staff.  Flying  Hos- 
pital. Quarter  Master  General's  Stores.  Commissary  General's 
Stores. 

The  First  Division  or  Corps  of  Light  Infantry  will  move  so 
as  to  be  at  the  Ferry  at  4  o  Clock  in  the  morning.  The  other 
Divisions  successively  will  have  two  hours  previous  notice  from 
the  Quarter  Master  General  when  to  be  at  the  place  of  Embarka- 
tion; and  will  be  punctual  in  their  Movements  to  prevent  delay. 

The  Adjutant  General  will  draw  as  many  men  from  the 
Line  as  the  Quarter  master  General  may  demand  for  assisting 
in  crossing  over  the  Army  with  Expedition. 

The  Motives  for  divesting  the  Army  of  its  baggage  and  part 
of  the  Tents  having  ceased  they  are  as  soon  as  possible  to  return 
to  the  Troops. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Gouvion  will  take  the  Command  of  the 
Corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners. 

The  Inspectors  and  Sub  Inspectors  are  requested  to  attend 
at  the  Orderly  Office  at  five  o'clock  this  Afternoon. 

Each  Division  as  soon  as  they  arrive  at  VerPlanks  point  will 
turn  out  two  hundred  good  oarsmen  to  transport  the  Baggage 
of  the  Division  across  the  Ferry  where  they  are  to  remain  'till 
relieved  by  as  many  from  the  next  division  in  the  order  of 
march;  Also  two  Field  Officers,  one  to  command  at  each  Ferry 
way.  These  Field  Officers  to  remain  'till  reliev'd  by  two  from 
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the  next  Division.  They  will  receive  particular  orders  from  Ma- 
jor General  Greene. 

A  Detachment  from  the  Line  will  be  turned  out  to  assist 
in  transporting  the  Waggons  and  Baggage  of  the  General 
Staff  &ca. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Major  General  Arnold  will  take  command  of  the  Garri- 
son at  Westpoint  and  Major  General  Lord  Stirling  succeeds 
to  the  Command  of  the  left  Wing.  During  Major  General  St. 
Clair's  Command  of  the  Light  Infantry  Brigadier  General 
Wayne  of  course  will  command  the  Pennsylvania  Division. 

Major  Pettingal20  of  the  9th.  Massachusett's  regiment  is  ap- 
pointed Brigade  Inspector  to  the  4th.  Massachusett's  brigade 
from  the  25th.  of  July  last. 

Captain  Ashley 21  of  the  1st  Massachusetts  regiment  (entitled 
to  a  Majority)  is  Appointed  Brigade  Inspector  pro  tem:  to  the 
2d.  Massachusett's  brigade. 

To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Peekskill,  August  3, 1780. 
I  received  this  Day  My  Dear  Marquis  your  letter  of  the  29th. 
of  July.  The  blunders  which  have  been  made  with  respect  to 
arms,  ammunition  and  cloathing  are  serious  disappointments. 
I  think  however  from  a  closer  inspection  of  our  means  that 
we  shall  be  able  to  collect  nearly  arms  enough  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  our  recruits,  and  powder  enough  to  undertake  the 

^Maj.  Joseph  Pettingill  (Pettingal),  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was 
transferred  to  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  No- 
vember, 1783. 

21  Cap t.  Moses  Ashley,  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  ranked  as  major 
from  January,  1780;  transferred  to  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783; 
served  to  June,  1783. 
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enterprise,  if  in  the  course  of  the  operation  we  can  depend  on 
the  fifty  ton  expected  from  France  and  can  obtain  fifty  ton 
more  from  the  fleet. 

I  would  not  wish  you  to  press  the  French  General  and  Ad- 
miral to  any  thing  to  which  they  show  a  disinclination,  espe- 
cially to  withdrawing  their  troops  from  Rhode  Island  before 
the  second  division  arrives  to  give  them  a  naval  superiority. 
Should  they  yield  to  importunity  and  an  accident  happen  either 
there  or  here  they  would  lay  the  consequences  to  us.  Only  in- 
form them  what  we  can  do,  what  we  are  willing  to  undertake, 
and  let  them  intirely  consult  their  own  inclination  for  the  rest. 
Our  prospects  are  not  so  flattering  as  to  justify  our  being  very 
pressing  to  engage  them  in  our  views.  I  shall  however  go  on 
with  all  our  preparations  and  hope  circumstances  will  ulti- 
mately favour  us.  If  a  part  of  the  West  India  fleet  should  come 
this  way,  it  will  powerfully  contribute  to  our  success. 

Should  not  the  second  division  arrive  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
commence  our  operations  by  the  first  of  September,  I  shall 
have  no  great  expectation  of  effecting  the  object. 

When  we  calculated  on  having  twice  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
we  included  the  whole  Succour  expected  from  France;  it  will 
be  difficult  if  not  impracticable  to  accomplish  this  before  the 
second  division  arrives.  The  number  of  men  come  in  hitherto 
rather  fall  short  of  than  exceed  our  calculations. 

Nothing  appears  to  me  more  evident  than  that  a  communi- 
cation may  be  secured  with  Long  Island  by  Land  batteries. 
The  narrowness  of  the  Sound,  the  Islands,  the  sinuosity  and 
other  difficulties  of  the  channel  above  Hell  gate  show  the  im- 
practicability of  vessels  interrupting  the  communication  you 
may  establish  there.  All  the  experiments  I  have  seen  demon- 
strate that  shipping  cannot  be  under  the  fire  of  land  batteries, 
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nor  will  they  venture  to  try  their  strength  with  them  except 
when  they  are  low  when  there  is  a  bold  shore  and  when  they 
can  annoy  them  from  their  tops;  neither  of  which  would  be  the 
case  here. 

I  wrote  to  you  two  days  ago  by  a  French  Gentleman  on  his 
way  to  Rhode  Island  with  dispatches  from  the  Minister  of 
France.  You  will  find  by  that  letter  that  on  the  31st  of  July  the 
enemy's  fleet  returned  towards  New  York.  In  all  probability 
our  movement  this  way  occasioned  them  to  relinquish  their 
expedition  to  Rhode  Island.  Tomorrow  we  recross  the  River 
and  proceed  to  Dobbe's  ferry;  our  motives  for  recrossing  are  to 
save  transportation  and  forage. 

Your  light  infantry  is  formed  about  two  thousand  fine  men; 
but  the  greatest  of  them  naked.  Adieu  My  Dear  Marquis  &c.22 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  ENOCH  POOR 

Head  Quarters,  Peeks  kill,  August  3, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  just  rec'd  your  favor  of  this  date.  The  sooner  you 
take  your  command  in  the  Light  Infantry  the  better.  But  be- 
fore you  leave  the  Brigade  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  the  offi- 
cer who  will  succeed  you  in  the  command  to  move  down  with 
the  Brigade  and  debark  at  the  West  side  of  Kings  ferry,  and 
fall  in  with  the  line  of  march  agreeable  to  the  Genl  order  of 
this  day.  You  will  also  send  forward  some  Officer  to  consult 
with  the  Qr.  Mr  Genl.  on  the  means  of  transporting  yr  Bag- 
gage &c.  from  that  place.  I  am  &c. 

Ps.  The  light  Infantry  are  to  cross  the  River  at  4  OClock 

*  23 

tomorrow  morning. 

22  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

23  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 
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To  COLONEL  THADDEUS  KOSCIUSZKO 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  3, 1780. 
Sir :  I  have  been  f avd.  with  yours  of  the  30th :  July.24  The  Ar- 
tificers are  drawn  from  the  post  at  West  point  for  a  particular 
and  temporary  service  only,  and  as  there  is  a  necessity  for  a 
Gentleman  in  the  Engineering  department  to  remain  con- 
stantly at  that  post,  and  as  you  from  your  long  residence  there 
are  particularly  well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  Works 
and  the  plans  for  their  completion,  it  was  my  intent  that  you 
should  continue.  The  Infantry  Corps  was  arranged  before  the 
receipt  of  your  letter.  The  southern  Army,  by  the  captivity  of 
Genl.  du  portail  and  the  other  Gentlemen  in  that  branch,  is 
without  an  Engineer,  and  as  you  seem  to  express  a  wish  of 
going  there  rather  than  remaining  at  West  point,  I  shall,  if 
you  prefer  it  to  your  present  appointment,  have  no  objection  to 
your  going.  I  am  &c.25 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  3, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favors  of  yesterday.  I  have  or- 
dered the  Militia  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  from 
Fish-kill  to  West  point.26  Claverac  being  fixed  upon  for  the 

MKosciuszko's  letter  of  July  30  is  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  After 
requesting  a  command  in  the  light  infantry  or  in  the  southern  army,  he  said:  "Your 
Excellency  may  be  certain  that  I  am  acquainted  with  the  Tactic  and  discipline,  and  my 
Conduct  joind  with  a  small  share  of  ambition  to  distinguish  my  self,  I  hope  will  prove 
not  the  Contrary."  Kosciuszko  chose  to  go  to  the  southern  army,  and  on  August  8 
Washington  again  wrote  him  briefly  in  answer  to  Kosciuszko's  request:  "It  is  per- 
fectly agreable  to  me  that  You  should  carry  you  Servant  with  you,  and  so  You  will 
inform  Colo  Sprout."  This  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

25  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

28 Washington  wrote  this  same  day  (August  3)  to  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  militia  at  Fishkill  to  march  their  troops  to  West 
Point.  This  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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Route  of  the  Militia  of  those  two  States  they  will  be  coming  on 
that  way,  and  there  is  for  that  Reason  a  necessity  of  depositing 
some  provisions  for  them  there.  The  Commy.  General  not  hav- 
ing yet  come  on  from  Jersey,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  he 
has  made  any  or  what  arrangements  for  throwing  in  provision 
at  Claverac,  but  probably  the  acting  Commy.  at  West  Point  or 
Fishkill  may  know  something  of  the  matter,  you  will  there- 
fore oblige  me  by  seeing  them  and  concerting  this  Business 
with  them.  Should  any  Beef  be  coming  from  the  Eastward  by 
the  upper  route  part  had  better  be  stopped  at  Claverac,  than  to 
send  it  up  the  River.  Flour  must,  I  suppose,  at  all  events  be 
sent  from  West  point.  I  am  confident  you  will  arrange  mat- 
ters in  the  most  advantageous  manner.  I  am  etc.27 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  3, 1780. 
Gentlemen :  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  27th  ulto. 
with  Copy  of  the  estimate  of  Ordnance  Stores  laid  before  Con- 
gress with  their  Resolution  thereon.  I  should  be  happy  to  see 
the  quantity  voted  procured  in  time,  but  I  very  much  fear  that 
none  of  the  Furnaces,  to  which  General  Knox  is  directed  to 
apply,  except  Faesh's,  are  in  Blast,  and  should  that  be  the  case, 
it  will  be  some  Months  before  they  can  with  every  exertion  be 
set  to  Work.  But  supposing  the  Shott  and  shells  cannot  be  got 
ready  for  the  shortly  expected  operations,  I  would  recommend 
to  the  Board  to  procure  them  nevertheless,  as  soon  as  possible. 
A  false  hope  that  each  Campaign  would  be  the  last,  has  been 
the  principal  cause  of  our  being  constantly  unprovided  with 
military  apparatus  of  every  kind  in  due  time,  and  from  pres- 
ent appearances  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that  the  present 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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Campaign  will  end  the  War.  Upon  the  whole  then,  I  would 
recommend  to  the  Board  not  to  restrict  themselves  to  the  Esti- 
mate, but  to  provide  to  the  utmost  of  the  means  with  which 
they  are  furnished,  and  to  the  extent  of  their  Credit  and  influ- 
ence. Be  pleased  to  believe  me  when  I  say  that  I  never  had 
occasion  to  doubt  their  exertions  and  most  zealous  endeavours 
for  the  public  good. 

I  have  written  to  the  Eastern  States  and  engaged  a  loan  of  all 
the  powder  they  can  spare.  I  am  informed  by  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts that  about  15  Tons  may  be  purchased  in  Boston. 
I  have  recommended  to  the  Council  to  secure  it,  and  I  think  it 
will  be  well  for  the  Board  to  direct  the  public  Agent  there  to 
make  a  purchase  of  it.  I  have  the  honor  etc.28 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Peeks  Kill,  August  3, 1780. 
Sir:  Having  received  accounts,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had 
embarked  the  principal  part  of  his  force  for  Rhode  Island,  I  put 
the  army  in  motion  the  29th  of  July  and  the  31st  formed  a 
junction  in  the  vicinity  of  this  place  with  the  troops  in  this 
quarter.  Had  Sir  Henry  prosecuted  what  appeared  to  be  his 
design,  my  intention  was  to  attempt  New  York  in  his  absence. 
Our  preparations  were  made  for  this  purpose,  when  I  received 
advice,  that  the  fleet  returned  the  31st  from  Huntington  bay, 
probably  in  consequence  of  our  approach,  towards  New  York. 
The  object  of  our  movement  this  way  having  ceased,  we  shall 
repass  the  River  tomorrow,  and  proceed  with  our  whole  force 
to  Dobbes'  ferry,  where  we  shall  execute  some  preliminary 
measures  towards  the  intended  cooperation.  The  reasons  of 

28 The  draft  is  in. the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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our  recrossing  the  river  are,  to  save  transportation  by  meet- 
ing our  bread  supplies,  and  to  avoid  consuming  the  forage  on 
this  side,  which  may  be  essential  to  future  operations.  I  have 
the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  26th. 
of  July.  I  take  it  for  granted,  from  the  terms  of  the  resolve,  that 
Congress  have  given  the  necessary  directions  about  the  junction 
of  the  frigates  &c.  with  the  French  fleet  in  the  1st  instance.29 
At  present,  I  imagine,  it  is  not  practicable,  as  the  British  fleet 
superior  in  force,  is  before  the  port  of  Rhode  Island.30 

To  THE  OFFICER  COMMANDING  THE  NEW  JERSEY 
THREE  MONTHS'  MILITIA 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  3, 1780. 
Sir:  I  wrote  to  you  on  the  1st.  Inst,  to  march  with  the  Militia 
under  your  command  to  Dobbs's  ferry.  I  then  expected  the 
Army  would  have  moved  immediately  down  on  this  side 
the  River,  but  as  circumstances  require  us  to  halt  at  this  place 
for  some  days,  you  will  not  advance  beyond  Totowa  Bridge  till 
further  orders.  This  is  supposing  this  letter  should  meet  you 
on  your  march  from  Morris  Town:  But  should  you  not  have 
left  that  place,  you  will  remain  there  untill  you  hear  from  me 
again.  Be  pleased  to  send  me  a  return  of  your  Numbers  by 
the  Express.  I  am  &c.31 

2BThe  resolve  of  July  26,  1780,  directed  that  "the  frigates  Trumbull,  Confederacy, 
and  Deane,  and  the  sloop  of  war  Saratoga,  be  put  under  the  direction  of  General 
Washington,  to  be  employed  in  cooperating  with  the  fleet  of  His  Most  Christian  Maj- 
esty ...  in  any  naval  enterprizes  on  the  coasts  of  North  America."  The  Trumbull 
and  Deane  were  expected  to  arrive  at  Philadelphia  within  a  week  of  this  date  and  it 
was  hoped  that  all  of  the  vessels  could  join  the  French  squadron  By  August  15. 

^In  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

81  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Peek's  Kill,  August  4, 1780. 

Sir:  Colo.  Gemat  arrived  here  last  night,  by  whom  I  had  the 
honor  to  receive  Your  Excellency's  request,  that  I  would  send 
instructions  for  the  second  Division  coming  from  France,  with 
respect  to  the  measures  which  it  should  pursue  for  forming  a 
junction  with  the  first.  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  Excellency 
that  I  wrote  to  the  Count  de  Rochambeau,  agreeable  to  my 
Letter  to  You  of  the  27th.  Ulto  and  requested,  that  he  in  con- 
cert with  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay  would  communicate  to  me, 
that  it  might  be  transmitted  to  Your  Excellency,  the  line  of 
conduct  which  they  should  judge  proper  to  be  pursued  by  this 
Division.  As  the  Marine  are  concerned  and  the  junction  in 
present  circumstances  is  a  matter  of  peculiar  delicacy,  I  did  not 
think  myself  qualified  to  decide  on  the  point.  I  have  not  re- 
ceived their  Answer  yet,  and  therefore  I  cannot  pretend  to 
determine  what  should  be  done.  I  will  however  take  the  lib- 
erty to  observe,  that  if  the  Ships  of  War  with  this  Division  are 
superior  or  even  fully  equal  to  those  of  the  Enemy,  off  Rhode 
Island,  I  should  suppose  it  would  be  eligible  for  them,  to  pro- 
ceed there  at  once,  if  they  are  met  by  the  Cruizers  Your  Excel- 
lency has  sent  out  on  the  Southern  Coast;  if  this  is  not  the 
case,  it  ought  to  make  the  Delaware  as  soon  as  possible.  In  this 
event  the  Troops  might  be  forwarded  to  Trentown  in  the  first 
instance,  and  the  Ships  might  remain  till  ulterior  measures  with 
respect  to  them,  should  be  determined.  These  however  I  would 
not  offer  but  as  mere  suggestions,  and  much,  it  would  seem, 
must  depend  on  circumstances  and  the  discretion  of  the  Officer 
commanding  the  Division. 

Perhaps  if  the  Ships  of  war  should  proceed  directly  to  Rhode 
Island,  it  will  be  best  for  them  to  disembarrass  themselves  of 


1780]  WRITING  PAPER  321 

their  transports  and  send  them  into  the  Delaware  as  in  the 
other  case.  I  take  it  for  granted  signals  of  recognisance  have 
been  pre-concerted  between  the  two  Divisions. 

On  the  31st.  Ulto  the  Enemy's  fleet  in  the  sound  returned 
from  Huntington  harbour  to  New  York.  From  every  informa- 
tion the  Count  de  Rochambeau  and  his  Army  were  certainly 
their  object,  and  they  had  embarked  in  considerable  force  with 
a  view  of  attacking  them.  I  cannot  determine  with  precision, 
the  reasons  which  induced  the  Enemy  to  relinguish  their  plan, 
but  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  movements  of  our  army  and 
the  ulterior  measures  I  was  about  to  prosecute,  operated  in  some 
measure  to  produce  it.  I  have  the  honor  etc.32 

To  JOHN  MITCHELL 

Head  Quarters,  August  4, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  am  totally  out  of  Writing  paper,  Wax  and  Wafers. 
I  therefore  request  that  You  will  procure  without  delay  Twelve, 
or  if  it  can  be  conveniently  obtained,  Twenty  four  Rheams  of 
the  first  Article,  of  pretty  good  quality,  and  a  suitable  Quantity 
of  Wax  and  Wafers  and  forward  them  to  me  by  the  earliest 
opportunity.  I  am  absolutely  destitute  of  any  of  those  Articles, 
and  a  supply  is  not  be  had  here.  I  am  etc.33 

To  COLONEL  RETURN  JONATHAN  MEIGS 

Peek's  Kill,  August  4, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir:  I  have  received  your  Letter  of  this  date  and  am  ex- 
ceedingly sorry  that  any  events  should  occur  to  require  You  to 
be  absent  from  the  Army.  I  am  convinced  that  those  on  which 

32  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.   From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in 
the  Paris  Archives,  Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

33  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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You  have  founded  your  request,  are  of  a  delicate  and  interest- 
ing nature;  or  that  you  would  not  have  made  it.  In  this  view 
I  cannot  but  consent  to  your  going  home  and  I  will  not  under- 
take to  limit  the  day  of  your  return.  I  am  persuaded  it  will 
be  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  admit,  and  I  have  only  to  add 
my  wishes  that  You  may  find  these  to  be  such  as  to  justify  it 
immediately.  I  am  etc.34 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  Friday,  August  4, 1780. 
Parole  Ontario.    Countersigns  L.,  A. 
Watchword  Advance. 

EVENING  ORDERS 

Colonel  Livingston  with  his  own  regiment,  is  'till  further 
orders,  to  garrison  the  redoubts  at  Stoney  and  Ver  Planks 
points.  He  will  be  under  the  direction  of,  and  make  reports 
to,  Major  General  Arnold  commanding  at  West  Point.  The 
Detachments  now  at  those  Posts,  on  the  Arrival  of  that  regi- 
ment are  to  join  their  Brigades. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  Saturday,  August  5, 1780. 

Parole  Pomona.    Countersigns  Quin,  Quick. 

Watchword  Parade. 

Brigade  returns  of  the  Drafts  and  recruits  regimentally  di- 
gested, who  have  joined  since  the  last  returns  of  that  kind  are 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  Orderly  Office  tomorrow  at  orderly 

34  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

On  August  4  Tench  Tilghman  wrote  to  General  Arnold  that  Washington  desired 
him  to  set  ioo  men  to  work  under  Colonel  Lamb's  direction  to  making  up  cartridges. 
Tilghman's  draft  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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time;  after  that  every  two  days,  of  the  recruits  or  drafts  that 
shall  have  joined  since  the  preceding  returns. 

A  Field  officer  from  each  Division  and  a  Captain,  Sub,  four 
Serjeants,  four  Corporals  and  Sixty  privates  who  are  best  ac- 
quainted with  the  management  of  boats,  from  each  Brigade 
in  the  Left  wing  are  to  be  detached  and  left  at  Verplank's  point 
as  said  Divisions  and  Brigades  cross  the  Ferry,  to  assist  in  trans- 
porting the  baggage  of  General  Staff  Stores  &ca.  They  are  to 
remain  'till  General  Greene  permits  them  to  rejoin. 

The  Park  of  Artillery  is  to  encamp  in  the  Centre  of  the 
2d.  Line. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Smith 35  is  appointed  Inspector  and  will 
consider  the  Light  Infantry  in  his  Department. 

Major  Rice 36  is  appointed  Inspector  to  Stark's  brigade. 

Major  Scott37  as  eldest  brigade  Inspector  in  General  McDou- 
galls  Division  will  do  the  duty  of  Inspector  to  the  Division. 

To  SAMUEL  LOUDON 38 

August  5, 1780. 
Certain  intelligence  having  been  received  that  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  had  embarked  the  principal  part  of  his  force,  and  had 
proceeded  to  Huntington  bay  on  his  way  to  Rhode  Island  to 
make  a  combined  attack  upon  the  fleet  and  army  of  our  allies 
now  there.  His  Excelly.  General  Washington  marched  from 
his  camp  at  Prackness  the  29  of  July  and  crossed  the  North 
River  the  31st;  where  a  junction  was  formed  with  the  troops 
under  the  command  of  Major  General  Howe.  His  Excellency 

""Lieut.  Col.  William  Stephens  Smith. 

36Maj.  Nathan  Rice.  He  was  aide  to  General  Lincoln  to  January,  1781 ;  major  of  the 
Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1781;  served  to  June,  1783. 

37Maj.  William(?)  Scott,  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment.  He  had  been 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner  at  Stillwater,  N.  Y.,  in  September,  1777,  and  retired  in 
January,  1781. 

""Publisher  of  The  New  York.  Pac\ct  at  Fishkill,  N.  Y.;  later  postmaster  to  the  main 
Army. 
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had  resolved  in  case  the  enemy  should  continue  their  course  to 
Rhode  Island  to  march  immediately  to  New  York  and  attack 
it.  All  the  necessary  preparations  were  made  for  this  purpose, 
when  intelligence  arrived  that  the  enemy  had  put  back  the 
31st.  Ulto.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  did  not  go  on  with 
their  intended  expedition,  as  our  allies  were  well  prepared  to 
receive  them  and  they  could  have  met  with  nothing  but  dis- 
grace and  defeat  in  that  quarter;  while  in  this  we  had  every 
reason  to  expect  from  the  number  and  spirit  of  our  troops  the 
most  decisive  and  glorious  success.  Sir  Henry  no  doubt  relin- 
quished his  project  in  consequence  of  this  movement  of  our 
army;  and  it  must  be  confessed  that  he  abandonned  it  with 
much  more  prudence  than  he  undertook  it.  The  object  for 
which  the  army  crossed  the  river  having  ceased,  the  whole  re- 
crossed  the  4th  instant  and  are  marching  towards  Dobbes 
ferry,  in  prosecution  of  the  original  plan  formed  for  the 
campaign.39 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  Peeks  Kill,  August  5, 1780. 
Sir:  The  Count  De  Rochambeau  being  too  much  engaged 
to  write  to  your  Excellency,  when  the  last  express  came  away 

89 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  text  was  to  be  published 
as  news. 

In  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  "Narrative  of  .  .  .  cooperations  with  .  .  .  Arbuthnot," 
he  say  that  not  having  received  "  the  smallest  promise  of  active  cooperation  on  the  side 
of  the  navy.  I  thought  it  would  be  imprudent  under  these  circumstances  to  remain  in 
the  open  Bay  of  Huntingdon,  where  the  transports  might  be  exposed  to  danger,  from 
hard  gales  of  wind,  and  other  casualties,  and  therefore  concluded  it  would  be  best  to 
return  to  White  Stone,  where  the  troops  would  be  more  at  hand  to  frustrate  any  design 
of  Mr.  Washington,  (who  was  then  crossing  to  the  East  Side  of  the  Hudson)  and 
equally  ready  to  attend  the  Admiral's  call,  should  he,  from  better  intelligence,  or  more 
accurate  observation,  judge  that  anything  of  moment  could  be  attempted."  Clinton 
also  reported  that  Arbuthnot  sailed  from  Gardiner's  Bay  before  he  arrived  "agreeable 
to  his  (Arbothnot's)  appointment."  Brig.  Gen.  William  Dalrymple's  account  of  an 
interview  with  Arbuthnot  on  August  19  was  that  the  admiral  had  various  objections 
to  each  of  Clinton's  suggestions  and  concluded  by  saying  "  Nothing  could  be  done,  nor 
was  there  ever  any  prospect  of  it,  unless  Sir  Henry  Clinton  had  an  army  of  18  or 
20,000  men  to  form  a  regular  siege." 
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has  requested  me  to  give  you  an  account  of  his  present  dispo- 
sitions, which  you  will  find  in  the  inclosed  copy  of  his  letter 
of  the  30th.  of  July.  In  the  letter  I  did  myself  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you  yesterday,  I  omitted  sending  you  a  detail  of  the 
enemy's  naval  force  with  Arbuthnot;  because  I  took  it  for 
granted  you  were  in  possession  of  full  information  upon  this 
article.  But  as  it  possibly  may  not  be  the  case,  I  send  you  a  list, 
which  I  believe  you  may  rely  on  as  accurate.  With  every  senti- 
ment etc. 

P.  S.  The  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  writes  me  that  the  Cheva- 
lier De  Ternay  intends  immediately  to  write  to  the  Count  De 
Guichere  by  way  of  Philadelphia,  and  suggests  the  propriety 
of  having  two  or  three  fast  sailing  vessels  ready  to  convey  the 
dispatches.40 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Peeks  Kill,  August  5, 1780. 

Sir :  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  30th.  of 
July.  I  applaud  all  the  measures  you  have  taken,  which  ap- 
pear to  me  precisely  such  as  the  occasion  required;  and  I  am 
very  happy  to  hear  that  the  neighbouring  States  manifested  so 
much  ardor  in  doing  what  their  interest  their  duty  and  their 
gratitude  demanded  from  them.  It  is  my  wish  you  should  de- 
tain the  levies  as  long  as  you  think  they  can  be  useful  to  you. 

The  Marquis  De  la  Fayette  will  have  informed  you  by  my 
desire,  that  Clinton  returned  with  his  fleet  the  31st  of  July.  He 
has  since  landed  his  troops  on  Long  Island,  and  I  think  will 
hardly  resume  the  project  which  he  certainly  entertained  of 
attacking  you.  In  consequence  of  his  return,  the  army  is  re- 
crossing  the  River  and  will  proceed  to  Dobbe's  ferry  about 
ten  miles  from  Kings  bridge,  where  we  intend  to  establish  a 

40  In  the  writing  of  Caleb  Gibbs.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the  Paris 
Archives,  Aff.  Etrang.  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 
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communication,  that  will  save  us  a  considerable  land  transpor- 
tation, in  case  New  York  is  our  eventual  object.  The  reasons 
for  preferring  the  West  side  of  the  River  to  the  other  which  at 
first  sight  will  appear  most  natural  is  to  meet  our  supplies  of 
flour  and  save  the  forage  on  this  side;  both  of  which  in  our  cir- 
cumstances are  objects  of  importance.  By  the  inclosed  copy  of 
a  letter  to  The  Chevalier  De  La  Luzerne  you  will  see  the 
opinion  I  have  ventured  to  give  respecting  the  second  division, 
concerning  which  I  impatiently  wait  to  receive  your  sentiments 
and  those  of  the  Chevalier  De  Ternay,  with  a  plan  for  a  junc- 
tion of  the  fleets  as  suggested  in  my  letter  of  the 

No  other  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  at  New  York.  Iam&c. 

P.  S.  The  Minister  agreeable  to  the  application  to  him  has 
sent  out  fast  sailing  Cruisers  from  all  the  parts  of  the  coast 
where  it  is  probable  they  may  fall  in  with  the  second  division.42 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  TERNAY 

Head  Quarters,  Peeks  Kill,  August  5, 1780. 

Sir:  I  received  yesterday  the  honor  of  Your  Letter  of  the  31st. 
of  last  Month  and  feel  myself  exceedingly  obliged  by  the  very 
polite  manner  in  which  You  have  been  pleased  to  express 
Yourself.  I  assure  You,  Sir,  I  am  persuaded  that  you  have  done 
and  will  do  all  in  your  power  to  answer  the  intentions  of  the 
King  in  sending  you  here,  and  to  promote  the  common  cause. 
It  is  only  to  be  wished  that  you  may  be  soon  so  reinforced  as  to 
be  in  circumstances  to  act  according  to  your  desires. 

In  consequence  of  a  Letter  which  the  Count  de  Rocham- 
beau  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  22d  of  July,  which  he 

"Washington's  letter  of  July  27,  1780,  is  meant. 

42 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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requested  might  be  forwarded  to  His  Excellency  the  Chevalier 
de  la  Luzerne,  and  which  was  on  the  subject  of  the  second  di- 
vision coming  from  France  and  of  the  measures  to  be  pursued 
in  order  to  announce  to  it  that  the  Enemy's  fleet  were  off  Rhode 
Island,  I  took  the  liberty  to  mention  to  the  Minister,  that 
I  thought  the  Delaware  the  best  place  for  the  reception  of  the 
2d  division,  and  also  that  a  plan  would  be  necessary  to  be  pre- 
viously fixed  for  the  junction  of  the  Fleets  after  the  debarka- 
tion of  the  Troops;  and  that  I  should  write  to  the  Count  for 
that  purpose.  This  I  accordingly  did  and  requested  him  to 
concert  a  plan  with  You  that  it  might  be  transmitted  to  Mr 
Luzerne.  I  have  no  doubt  my  Letter  on  this  subject  has  been 
communicated  to  You  by  the  Count,  and  I  hope  I  shall  be  hon- 
oured, in  the  course  of  a  day  or  Two  with  a  communication  of 
the  plan  which  you  shall  judge  proper  to  adopt.  I  am  the  more 
desirous  of  receiving  it,  as  the  Minister  has  lately  requested  me 
by  a  verbal  message  by  Colo  Gimat,  who  returned  from  Phila- 
delphia the  night  before  last,  to  send  him  instructions  with  re- 
spect to  the  measures  which  the  Division  should  pursue  for 
forming  a  junction  with  the  first.  I  inclose  You  a  Copy  of  the 
Letter  I  wrote  to  His  Excellency  Yesterday  in  Answer  to  his 
request,  and  by  which  You  will  perceive  that  I  do  not  think 
myself  qualified  to  decide  the  point,  as  it  concerns  the  Marine 
and  must  combine  the  consideration  of  many  circumstances 
which  You  and  the  Count  alone  can  be  acquainted  with.  I  have 
the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  Agreeable  to  the  application  made  for  the  purpose, 
I  find,  by  the  message  communicated  by  Colo  Gimat,  that  the 
Minister  has  sent  out  several  Vessels  to  fall  in  with  the  Second 
Division,  if  it  arrives  off  Delaware  or  the  Capes  of  Virginia.43 

43  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  5, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  letter  which  I  reed,  this  day  from 
Colo.  Malcom.  His  observations  may  perhaps  be  of  use  to 
you.  He  was  a  considerable  time  in  command  at  the  post,  and 
is  well  acquainted  with  what  relates  to  its  security.  It  will  be 
well  to  make  inquiry  into  the  cases  of  the  number  of  prisoners 
who  are  confined  in  the  Fort.  Some  of  them  may  have  been 
committed  upon  frivolous  occasions,  and  no  charges  that  can 
be  supported  left  against  them.  If  so,  they  had  better  be  dis- 
charged than  kept.  Some  of  the  others  may  be  usefully  em- 
ployed as  Colo.  Malcom  mentions. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  expects  some  Camp  Kettles 
shortly;  he  will  endeavour  to  spare  some  to  the  Militia.  I  im- 
agine they  are  what  are  principally  wanting.  In  the  mean  time 
they  must  endeavour  to  make  a  shift  with  the  few  cooking 
Utensils  they  have. 

I  believe  the  matter  of  changing  the  Officers  of  the  Infantry 
Companies  has  been  settled  between  The  Governor  of  New 
York  and  the  Baron.  I  am  etc.41 

To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  Peeks-kill,  August  5, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  from  Eastown  of  31st. 
ulto. 

Before  this  the  Qr.  M.  G.  will  have  transmitted  you  orders. 
I  have  to  request  after  their  execution  that  you  will  immedi- 
ately repair  to  the  main  army  at  Dobbs'  ferry,  by  way  of  the 
two  bridges.  I  am  etc.45 

44  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point 
after  he  fled  to  the  British. 

45  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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To  MARQUIS  DE  LAFAYETTE 

Head  Quarters,  August  5, 1780. 

My  Dear  Marquis :  I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  31st 
of  July  and  1st  of  August  and  approve  the  steps  you  have  taken. 
I  am  sorry  however  to  find  that  The  Chevalier  De  Ternay  is 
so  averse  to  entering  the  harbour46  in  case  of  superiority.  I  be- 
lieve he  will  find  it  impracticable  without  entering,  effectually 
to  interrupt  supplies  and  blockade  the  enemy;  and  in  my  opin- 
ion, our  principal  chance  of  success  is  in  a  complete  Blockade. 
I  am  however  willing  to  go  on  with  the  chances  of  a  siege  if 
agreeable  to  our  allies.  But  My  Dear  Marquis,  let  me  entreat 
you  to  ascertain  the  probability  of  a  succour  coming  from 
France  and  the  West  Indies;  for  to  be  keeping  so  large  a  body 
of  militia  in  the  field,  on  a  slender  hope  of  being  able  to  op- 
erate, will  be  unadvisable  on  every  account.  We  shall  exhaust 
ourselves  to  no  purpose  and  every  day  will  add  to  the  impres- 
sions that  relinquishing  the  enterprise  will  make  on  the  minds 
of  the  people. 

We  ought  to  stand  upon  pretty  sure  ground,  or  dismiss  our 
preparations  for  offensive  measures  at  once. 

Though  I  seriously  intended  to  attack  New  York  if  Clinton 
had  gone  to  Rhode  Island;  yet  I  did  not  send  for  you,  because 
I  thought  it  not  improbable  he  would  return  in  consequence 
of  our  movement  as  has  happened,  because  your  presence 
where  you  are  in  the  other  case  would  have  been  of  great  utility 
to  The  French  fleet  and  army,  [but  above  all  because  I  was  of 
opinion  that  it  wd.  be  impracticable  for  you  to  arrive  in  time  as 
I  intended  to  operate  with  the  utmost  celerity.] 

I  rejoice  in  the  approbation  your  countrymen  give  to  mine 
and  in  the  marks  of  mutual  good-will.  This  alliance  My  Dear 

48  Of  New  York. 
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Marquis  ought  to  be  cemented  in  affection;  and  you  will  be 
justly  dear  to  both  countries  for  the  share  you  have  in  binding 
it  by  those  powerful  and  pleasing  ties.  You  know  all  my  friend- 
ship for  you.  Adieu. 

P.  S.  I  have  written  to  the  Minister  on  the  matters  you  men- 
tion. 

As  the  medicines  are  much  wanted,  will  you  be  good  enough 
to  give  directions  to  Dr  Craik  or  Mr.  Qlney,  that  they  may  be 
forwarded  with  dispatch  to  this  army.47 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Peek's  Kill,  August  6, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Your  Letter  of  Yesterday.  When  You 
quit  the  Department,  I  shall  be  happy  to  give  you  my  sense  of 
your  conduct  and  I  am  persuaded  it  will  be  such  as  will  be 
entirely  satisfactory.48  I  cannot  however  forbear  thinking  that 
it  will  be  unadvisable  in  You  to  leave  the  Department  before 
the  success  of  the  Letters,  written  from  Paramus  by  the  Com- 
mittee and  Myself,  to  Congress  is  known  and  I  entreat  You  to 
wait  the  issue  of  the  application.  I  am  etc.49 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  ADMIRALTY 

Head  Quarters,  August  6, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  By  a  late  resolution  of  Congress  the  Continental 
Frigates  are  put  under  my  orders;  but  this  seems  not  to  be  till 
after  they  have  joined  the  Chevalier  De  Ternay.  This  at  pres- 
ent seems  to  be  impracticable;  and  I  therefore  request  to  be 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  with  parts  of  the  P.  S.  in  the 
writing  of  McHenry.  The  phrase  in  brackets  is  in  the  writing  of  Washington. 
18  See  Washington's  letter  of  Aug.  15,  1780,  post. 
*°The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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informed  whether  I  am  expected  to  take  any  direction  in  the 
matter  previous  to  the  junction  before  proposed  or  not,  that 
I  may  govern  myself  accordingly.  The  Minister  of  France  has 
proposed  to  me  the  employing  one  or  more  of  the  Frigates  in 
cruising  off  to  fall  in  with  the  second  division;  by  which  at  the 
same  time  they  would  be  of  service  to  our  Trade.  I  should  think 
it  would  be  a  very  useful  way  of  employing  them  at  this  junc- 
ture; but  as  I  do  not  conceive  the  Frigates  to  be  yet  under  my 
direction  I  have  referred  him  to  Congress  or  to  your  Board. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.50 

To  COLONEL  SYLVANUS  SEELY 

Verplank's  point,  August  6, 1780. 
Sir:  I  just  now  received  Your  Letter  of  the  4th.  I  wish  You 
to  use  your  best  exertions  to  collect  the  remainder  of  the  Militia 
at  Morris  Town,  where  they  will  continue  'till  You  hear  further 
from  me.  I  shall  however  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  from  time 
to  time,  and  of  the  numbers  that  come  in,  as  I  shall  from  this 
information  be  better  able  to  direct  their  march  and  further 
destination.  I  am  etc.51 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Peekskill,  August  6,  1780. 
Sir:  Colo.  Kosciusko  having  permission  to  join  the  southern 
Army,  Major  Villefranche  has  directions  to  repair  to  West 
point  and  take  upon  him  the  superintendance  of  the  Works. 
You  will,  I  am  persuaded,  find  this  Gentleman  fully  ac- 
quainted with  his  Business,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  give 

50  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.    From  the  Papers  of  the  Continental 
Congress,  no.  37,  fol.  311. 

51  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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general  satisfaction  to  those  with  whom  he  will  be  immedi- 
ately concerned  in  the  execution  of  the  Works.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  If  Genl.  Howe  has  not  left  you  a  plan  of  the  Works, 
Maj.  Villefranche  will  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  one.52 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Peek's  Kill,  August  6, 1780. 

Sir:  I  had  this  morning  the  honor  to  receive  Your  Excel- 
lency's Letter  of  the  30th  of  July,  with  the  One  addressed  to 
the  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  which  I  have  sealed  and  forwarded 
by  an  Express. 

With  respect  to  the  Continental  Frigates,  I  beg  leave  to  in- 
form Your  Excellency,  that  I  did  not  apprehend  from  the  Res- 
olution of  Congress  concerning  them,  that  they  were  to  be 
under  my  orders  or  to  receive  any  instructions  from  me,  till 
they  had  joined  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay,  after  assembling  in 
the  Delaware.  This  being  the  case  I  cannot  give  any  directions 
about  them  at  present,  and  would  take  the  liberty  to  recom- 
mend to  Your  Excellency  to  apply  to  Congress  or  to  the  Board 
of  Admiralty,  to  the  Latter  of  whom  I  have  written,  to  give 
their  Orders  to  the  Captains  of  the  Frigates  on  the  conduct 
they  are  to  pursue.  The  employment  for  them  or  at  least  for 
One,  which  Your  Excellency  has  suggested,  appears  to  me  to 
be  proper  and  that  it  would  answer  the  double  purposes  You 
have  mentioned.  I  have  by  my  Letter  of  to  day  to  the  Cheva- 
lier de  Ternay,  requested  him  to  advise  me  in  what  manner 
he  thinks  the  Frigates  may  be  most  usefully  employed  to  assist 
his  Fleet;  and  that  there  might  be  no  further  delay  when  mat- 
ters with  respect  to  them  are  ultimately  fixed,  I  requested  him 

02ln  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  after  he  fled  to 
the  British. 
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also  to  communicate  to  the  Captains  of  the  Frigates  at  Boston 
as  well  as  to  Myself,  the  Signals  of  recognisance.  When  I  re- 
ceive his  answer,  I  will  embrace  the  earliest  occasion  to  trans- 
mit the  Signals.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.53 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  TERNAY 

Head  Quarters,  August  6, 1780. 

Sir :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  a  letter  which  I  have 
just  received  for  you  from  The  Chevalier  De  la  Luzerne. 

Congress  have  directed  a  junction  of  the  Continental  frig- 
ates with  your  fleet,  and  for  this  purpose  have  put  them  under 
my  orders.  They  were  to  rendezvous  in  the  Delaware;  from 
whence  they  were  to  proceed  to  join  you.  As  this  at  present 
seems  impracticable,  I  should  be  glad  of  your  advice  in  what 
mode  they  may  be  usefully  employed  to  your  fleet;  and 
that  you  will  send  me  signals  of  recognisance  for  them.  I  re- 
quest you  will  also  impart  these  to  the  captains  of  the  frigates 
in  Boston  Harbour,  if  they  have  not  yet  left  that  place.  I  have 
the  honor  etc.54 

To  MISS  MARY  DAGWORTHY55 

Head  Quarters,  August  6, 1780. 
Some  time  since  I  was  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  17th 
July,  with  a  sum  of  money  the  result  of  your  subscriptions  at 
that  time.  So  much  patriotism,  while  it  is  a  pleasing  and  fresh 
proof  of  the  spirit  of  the  ladies  of  Jersey,  entitles  them  to  every 
applause.  The  army  feel  most  sensibly  both  the  design  and 
the  benefaction. 


63  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.   From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in 
the  Paris  Archives,  Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 
"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
05  Of  Trenton,  N.  J. 
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I  have  to  request  the  ladies,  that  till  it  is  known  in  what 
manner  the  Philada.  subscriptions  are  to  be  applied,  that  they 
will  suspend  sending  forward  any  more,  or  rather  that  if  it  is 
their  pleasure,  that  they  will  consult  Mrs.  President  Reed  on 
the  occasion,  and  unite  their  subscriptions  with  those  of 
Philada.  I  have  the  honor  &c.56 

To  JOHN  PARKE  CUSTIS 

Peekskill,  August  6, 1780. 
Dear  Custis:  Your  letter  of  the  26th  of  July  came  to  my 
hands  yesterday,  and  I  thank  you  for  the  account  given  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  assembly.  If  you  had  not  adopted  the 
finance  scheme.  I  should  have  thought  the  omission  unpardon- 
able, as  it  must,  in  a  manner  have  set  our  money  afloat  again, 
when  every  measure  which  human  policy  is  capable  of  devis- 
ing ought  to  be  adopted  to  give  it  a  fixed  and  permanent  value. 
I  much  fear  your  act  for  raising  three  thousand  men  will  rather 
fall  short  than  exceed  that  number,  because  it  is  our  fortune  to 
have  such  kind  of  laws  (though  most  important)  badly  exe- 
cuted, and  such  men  as  are  raised  dissipated  and  lost  before 
they  join  the  army.  Your  scheme  for  association  I  much  ap- 
prove; it  is  certainly  high  time  to  retrench  in  all  kinds  of  ex- 
travagance, and  to  adopt  the  most  economical  plans,  that,  by 
a  return  to  virtue,  we  may  be  the  better  able  to  support  the  war 
and  bring  it  to  a  happy  issue.  In  consequence  of  General  Clin- 
ton's embarking  a  considerable  part  of  the  force  at  New  York, 
and  sailing  down  the  sound  for  Rhode  Island,  I  put  my  troops 
in  motion  and  crossed  at  King's  ferry,  where,  assembling  my 
whole  force,  was  determined  to  make  a  vigorous  effort  to 
possess  myself  of  the  city.  This  brought  him  back  again,  and, 

08  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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though  I  am  disappointed  by  it,  has  answered  the  end  of  relief 
to  the  French  troops  at  Rhode  Island,  which  was  the  object  of 
his  destination.  I  am  now,  for  the  sake  of  shortening  our  trans- 
portation of  provisions  and  forage,  recrossing  the  river,  and 
shall  move  down  towards  Dobb's  ferry  till  our  reinforcements 
(not  a  fourth  of  which  are  yet  come  in)  arrive,  and  the  supplies 
which  are  to  enable  us  to  commence  the  operations  of  the  cam- 
paign. My  love  to  Nelly  and  the  children,  and  compliments  to 
inquiring  friends.  I  am  etc.57 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Verplank's  Point, 
Sunday,  August  6, 1780. 

Parole  Haverstraw.    Countersigns  Heat,  Hope. 

Watchword  Alltogether. 

The  General  will  beat  at  one  o'clock  tomorrow  morning,  the 
Assemble  at  half  past  one,  and  the  whole  Army  will  march  by 
the  right  at  two,  by  such  routes  as  shall  be  pointed  out. 

As  the  Wings  will  move  in  different  routes  they  will  furnish 
their  respective  Advanced,  rear  and  baggage  Guards.  A  Field 
officer  from  the  Front  division  of  each  wing  will  command 
their  respective  advanced  guards,  one  from  each  of  the  second 
divisions  their  rear  Guards.  The  rear  divisions  give  each  one 
to  command  the  baggage  Guards  and  superintend  the  move- 
ment of  the  baggage  of  the  Wings  respectively. 

AFTER  ORDERS,  STONEY  POINT,  AUGUST  6,  1780 

Order  of  March 
The  right  column  will  Consist  of  the  corps  of  Light  Infantry. 
Right  Wing:  St.  Clair's  Division,  Stirling's  Division,  Connecti- 
cutt  Line.  The  Park  of  Artillery.  Engineers  Department.  The 

01  The  text  is  from  Custis's  Recollections  of  Washington. 
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Baggage  of  the  General  Staff  of  the  right  Wing.  The  Flying 
Hospital.  The  Baggage  of  the  right  column  in  the  order  of 
the  Brigade.  Quarter  Master  General's  Stores.  Commissary 
General's  Stores. 

The  Rear  Guards  consisting  of  the  old  Camp  Guards  of  the 
right  wing. 

The  Corps  of  Light  Infantry  will  march  at  four  hundred 
yards  distance  from  the  Wing  preceded  by  a  Van  Guard  of  one 
Battalion  at  the  same  distance  in  its  front,  which  will  also  ad- 
vance a  Subaltern's  command  four  hundred  yard;  in  front. 
The  Pioneers  and  a  detachment  of  Artificers  will  succeed  the 
Van  Guard  to  repair  roads. 

This  Column  will  take  the  route  by  Kakeat  to  Clarks  town, 
and  there  Halt  for  the  night. 

The  Left  Column  will  consist  of  a  Van  Guard  of  three  Hun- 
dred and  ninety  six  men  commanded  by  a  Field  Officer  from 
the  front  Division  preceded  by  a  detachment  of  Light  Dra- 
goons at  four  hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  Left  Wing  fol- 
lowed by  the  Pioneers  and  a  detachment  of  Artificers  to  repair 
the  roads.  Left  Wing:  Howe's  division,  McDougall's  do., 
Steuben's  do. 

The  Baggage  of  the  Committee  of  Congress.  The  Com- 
mander in  Chief  and  general  staff  of  the  Left  wing  in  the 
order  of  the  brigades. 

The  Baggage  of  the  Left  Wing  in  the  order  of  the  brigades. 
The  Rear  guards  consisting  of  the  old  Camp  &  Quarter  guards 
of  the  left  wing. 

The  Van  Guard  of  the  Wing  will  detach  a  Subaltern's  com- 
mand of  Dragoons  two  hundred  yards  in  front  to  keep  pa- 
troles  constantly  going  on  the  roads  leading  from  Fort  Lee  as 
well  to  the  right  as  the  left  column  half  a  mile  or  more  in 
advance. 
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This  Column  will  take  the  route  by  the  Haverstraw  Pond 
road  to  Greenbush  and  there  Halt  for  the  Night. 

All  Stragglers  are  as  soon  as  possible  to  be  reported  to  the 
Field  Officers  of  the  day  and  they  are  authoriz'd  to  inflict  dis- 
cretionary punishment  on  any  offenders,  upon  the  Spot  not  to 
exceed  fifty  Lashes. 

The  General  entreats  and  enjoins  for  the  reputation  of  the 
service  and  for  the  security  of  the  Army  a  punctual  observance 
of  all  the  regulations  relative  to  the  march  of  an  Army. 

The  Quarter  Master  General  will  appoint  one  of  his  depu- 
ties to  lead  each  Column  and  will  furnish  Guides. 

The  Inspectors  in  each  Wing  will  do  the  Duty  of  Adjutant 
General  to  the  Wing  in  Rotation. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Clarkstown,  Monday,  August  7, 1780. 

Parole  Saratoga.    Countersigns  Soon,  Try. 

Watchword  Take  Care ! 

The  Army  will  resume  its  March  tomorrow  morning,  at 
three  o'clock,  in  the  same  order  as  this  day.  The  General  will 
beat  at  two,  the  Assemble  at  half  past  two. 

Should  the  left  Column  arrive  at  the  junction  of  the  roads, 
about  two  miles  on  this  side  of  Tappan  before  the  right  it  will 
halt  till  the  right  passes  and  then  fall  into  the  rear  'till  further 
orders. 

The  General  has  observed  that  many  arms  have  been  dam- 
aged by  the  rain.  He  requests  the  attention  of  the  officers  to 
improve  the  Halt  in  putting  them  in  order  and  in  having  the 
Ammunition  carefully  examined. 

An  officer  from  each  Division  is  to  be  sent  back  towards 
Kings  ferry  to  collect  the  stragglers  of  their  respective  Divi- 
sions and  bring  them  forward. 
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To  PRESIDENT  JAMES  BOWDOIN 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  8, 1780. 
Sir:  I  am  honored  with  yours  of  the  31st  ulto.  The  measure 
of  ordering  the  three  Months  Militia  to  repair  to  Rhode  Island 
upon  the  expectation  of  the  British  Army  was  certainly  right, 
but  as  the  force  which  was  embarked  on  the  sound  has  returned 
again  to  New  York,  I  imagine  the  Count  De  Rochambeau  will 
not  think  them  longer  necessary  and  that  they  will  be  ordered 
to  proceed  to  the  North  River.  The  French  Admiral  will  spare 
us  as  much  powder  as  he  possibly  can,  but  as  he  did  not  come 
out  provided  to  answer  any  extra  demand  we  cannot  expect 
much  from  him.  I  am  much  obliged  by  the  loan  of  Muskets 
and  Cartouch  Boxes.  Tho'  they  fall  short  of  the  requisition,  yet 
as  they  are  all  which  could  be  procured,  the  State  is  as  much 
intitled  to  thanks,  as  if  it  had  been  in  their  power  to  have  sup- 
plied the  whole.  I  have  the  honor  etc.58 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters  near  Orange  Town,  August  8, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  honored  with  Your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
4th  Inst.  I  am  sorry  that  any  disputes  and  differences  should 
have  happened  between  Major  Murnan  and  the  Inhabitants 
and  Militia.  As  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  matters  after  they 
have  been  carried  to  such  a  height  as  appears  by  Capt.  Greens 
deposition59  I  have  thought  it  best  to  recall  Major  Murnan. 

B8The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

B0  Major  Murnans  protested  the  withdrawal  of  the  militia  who  were  making  gabions 
and  fascines,  when  they  were  ordered  to  march  to  Rhode  Island.  Capt.  John  Green's 
deposition  was  to  the  effect  that  Murnans  wounded  a  serjeant  over  a  row  as  to  the 
meat  ration  issue.  Green  was  a  captain  in  Col.  Hezekiah  Wyllys's  Connecticut  Militia 
regiment. 
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You  will  be  pleased  to  forward  the  inclosed  to  him,  which  is 
for  that  purpose. 

Your  Excellency  will,  I  presume,  before  the  receipt  of  this, 
have  heard  that  General  Clinton  with  the  Fleet  and  Troops 
which  had  been  at  Huntington  returned  on  the  31st  ulto.  to  New 
York.  Should  the  Militia  in  consequence  of  this,  return  to  their 
former  station  on  Connecticut  River,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
direct  them  to  proceed  in  making  Fascines  and  Gabions.  I  have 
the  honor  etc.60 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters  near  Orange  Town,  August  8, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
5th.  The  return  of  the  Enemy  has  been  confirmed  by  my  letters 
previous  to  this.  Had  they  gone  forward  your  Excelly's  ar- 
rangements promised  every  thing  favorable. 

I  flatter  myself  the  account  you  have  transmitted  respecting 
the  second  division  will  prove  authentic;  I  think  with  your 
Excy.  that  under  present  circumstances  the  information  should 
be  withheld  from  the  enemy.  With  the  utmost  esteem  etc.61 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HORATIO  GATES 

Head  Quarters  near  Orange  Town,  August  8, 1780. 

Sir:  I  was  yesterday  evening  favored  with  your  letter  of  the 
2 1  st  of  June. 

A  few  days  since  upon  Col.  Koscuisco's  application  for  leave 
to  serve  to  the  Southward,  he  obtained  my  permission,  and 

60 In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library. 

61  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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I  suppose  designs  setting  out  immediately.  Captn.  Dallizen 
accompanies  him. 

Gen:  Clinton  having  gone  up  the  Sound  apparently  with  the 
intention  of  operating  against  the  French  armament  at  Rhode 
Island  this  army  crossed  the  North  River  at  Kings-ferry  on  the 
30th.  Ulto.  to  be  in  a  situation  to  act  as  circumstances  might 
authorise.  Our  advices  gave  to  Clinton  about  8000  troops,  so 
that  New-York  was  left  exposed  to  our  attempts.  We  were 
pushing  every  thing  to  this  point,  when  we  received  advice  that 
Clinton  was  returning  to  New-York.  This  necessarily  put  a 
stop  to  our  movements,  and  as  the  objects  for  which  we  crossed 
the  river  had  ceased,  we  recrossed  it  on  the  4th.  and  5th.  instant. 
We  intend  to  occupy  a  post  at  Dobbs'  ferry,  for  the  end  of 
shortening  our  transportation,  and  saving  the  forage  in  the 
opposite  quarter,  which  we  may  want  in  our  future  approaches, 
should  it  be  in  our  power  to  do  any  thing  decisive  against  New- 
York. 

The  stationary  has  long  since  come  to  hand  for  which  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you.  I  am  etc.62  [n.y.h.s.] 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  8, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir :  I  have  received  in  order  of  their  dates  Your  several 
Letters  of  the  31st.  and  31st.  Ulto.  and  of  the  2d  and  4th  Instant. 

I  am  exceedingly  happy  in  the  conduct  of  the  Militia,  in  turn- 
ing out  with  so  much  spirit  and  alacrity.  It  does  them  great 
honor,  at  the  same  time  it  is  very  interesting  to  the  Common 
cause.  The  Count  de  Rochambeau  has  expressed  himself  highly 
pleased  with  them,  and  in  such  terms  as  has  given  me  much 
satisfaction.    Gratitude,  Interest  and  policy  combined  in  the 

62  In  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 
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strongest  manner  to  lead  us  to  give  him  the  earliest  and  effec- 
tual support.  The  Count  will  have  received  long  before  this, 
my  Letters  advising  him  of  the  certain  return  of  Genl  Clinton 
to  New  York,  and  will  have  made  every  necessary  arrangement 
in  consequence  of  it.  You  will  see  by  my  Letter  of  the  3d  that 
your  joining  the  Army  is  intirely  with  Yourself.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton's  return  having  put  an  end  to  the  plan  I  had  formed 
of  an  immediate  attempt  on  New  York,  while  he  should  be 
operating  to  the  Eastward,  the  Army  has  passed  the  River  and 
we  are  now  going,  agreeable  to  my  original  design,  to  establish, 
as  soon  as  possible,  a  communication  for  the  present  across  the 
River  at  Dobbs's  ferry,  in  order  to  aid  our  land  transportation 
and  facilitate  our  supplies  of  bread,  which  at  any  rate  will  be 
found  sufficiently  difficult,  but  much  less  so,  than  if  the  flour 
was  to  be  carried  the  circuitous  rout  by  King's  ferry  and  thence 
to  the  plains. 

I  very  much  wish  that  the  Fleet  reported  to  have  been  met 
at  sea,  may  have  been  the  second  division  from  France,  and 
that  it  may  get  safe  into  port.  In  order  to  give  it  the  better 
chance  for  this,  it  would  be  well  if  the  intelligence  should  re- 
main a  secret;  for  should  it  reach  the  Enemy,  they  will  try  every 
possible  measure,  they  can  devise,  to  intercept  it.  I  am  etc.63 

[MS.H.S.] 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  August  8, 1780. 

Dear  Sir :  I  have  reed,  both  your  favors  of  the  6th.  I  wish  it 

were  in  my  power  to  furnish  the  Militia  with  Tents  and  Camp 

Kettles,  but  such  is  our  situation  with  respect  to  these  Articles, 

especially  the  first,  that  the  troops  in  the  field  are  not  fully 

03  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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provided,  and  I  very  much  fear  the  deficiency  will  continue  thro' 
the  Campaign.  Under  these  circumstances,  as  nothing  better 
can  be  done,  I  would  recommend  that  those  Men,  who  cannot 
be  accommodated  in  the  Barracks  and  Bomb  Proofs  of  the  Re- 
doubts, should  immediately  set  about  making  themselves  cover 
of  Bark  and  Boughs,  which  may  be  made  with  some  little  pains 
more  comfortable  than  Tents.  The  Quarter  Master  General,  as 
I  wrote  you  before,  gives  hopes  of  Camp  Kettles  in  a  short  time. 

Doctor  Cochran  has  lately  been  to  Philada.  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  Medicines  and  Stores  for  the  Hospitals. 
He  obtained  some  at  the  time,  and  he  informs  me  matters  were 
put  in  proper  train  by  the  Medical  Committee  to  increase  the 
supply.  A  quantity  of  Medicines  have  arrived  at  Rhode  Island, 
which  are  ordered  forward. 

The  stock  of  Salt  provision  tho'  small,  ought  if  possible  to 
be  preserved,  and  I  shall  therefore  write  to  Colo.  Blaine  on 
the  subject,  lest  your  representation  to  him  should  not  have  the 
proper  effect. 

I  intend  that  the  Garrison  of  the  post  shall  consist  of  1500 
Men,  exclusive  of  the  detachments  necessary  at  Fishkill,  &ca. 
and  a  party  of  150  properly  officered  to  act  under  the  command 
of  Colo.  Sheldon  who  lays  in  the  neighbourhood  of  North 
Castle.  Colo.  Hull  is  at  present  down  there  with  a  detachment 
of  Continental  Troops.  You  will  be  pleased  to  relieve  him  im- 
mediately from  the  Massachusetts  Militia.  And  untill  the  Mi- 
litia from  that  State  amount  to  a  number  sufficient  to  furnish 
the  Garrison  and  detachments,  you  will  detain  those  from 
New  Hampshire. 

I  will  take  the  first  opportunity  of  desiring  the  Baron  Steu- 
ben to  nominate  an  Officer  for  sub:  inspector  and  Dy.  Adjt. 
General  to  the  Garrison.  You  will  be  pleased  in  the  mean  time 
to  appoint  some  person  to  do  that  duty. 
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I  am  well  aware  that  the  composition  of  your  command  will 
subject  you  to  many  difficulties,  and  that  as  much  cannot  be 
expected  from  them  as  from  Regular  Troops,  but  I  am  at  the 
same  time  confident,  that  you  will  do  the  utmost  with  them. 
Iam&c.84 

To  COLONEL  FRANCIS  JOHNSTON 

Head  Quarters,  near  Orange  Town,  August  8, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  have  received  Your  letter  of  the  28th  Ulto  and  am 
sorry  to  find  that  You  suppose  the  business  of  sending  on  the 
Draft,  nearly  over.  If  this  is  the  case,  and  of  which  you  can 
judge  much  better  than  I,  You  have  my  permission  to  return 
to  Camp.  However  as  You  went  to  Philadelphia  on  the  requi- 
sition of  the  State  for  an  Officer  to  superintend  the  forwarding 
the  Drafts,  and  as  not  near  the  small  number  even,  which  was 
voted,  has  joined  the  Army,  I  would  rather  wish  your  return  to 
be  determined  by  a  consultation  with  and  the  consent  of  the 
President.  I  am  etc.65 

To  BARON  DE  KALB 

Head  Quarters,  near  Orange  Town,  August  8, 1780. 

Dr.  Sir:  I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  29th.  of 
June.  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  state  you  have  given 
me  of  your  strength,  and  the  other  particulars  relative  to  the 
command. 

We  have  little  in  this  quarter,  but  what  you  will  have  seen  in 
the  public  prints  before  this  reaches  you.  Clinton  is  returned 
to  New-York.  Our  Allies  regret  that  he  stopped  short,  and  did 
not  pay  them  a  visit,  as  it  was  apparent  he  at  first  intended.  They 

64  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point 
after  he  fled  to  the  British. 

85  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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were  well  prepared  to  receive  him.  And  we  were  pressing  every 
measure  to  make  use  of  their  absence  from  New-York.  Had  he 
attempted  Rhode  Island,  we  should  have  attempted  this  place. 
We  are  in  daily  expectation  to  hear  of  the  arrival  of  the 
second  division.  As  the  transactions  with  you  may  be  impor- 
tant, and  may  have  influence  upon  what  is  done  here,  you 
will  be  good  enough  to  give  me  a  detail  of  such  matters  as 
you  consider  of  consequence,  as  often  as  occasions  may  offer. 
I  am  etc.66  [n.y.h.s.] 

To  MAJOR  JEAN  BERNARD  GAUTHIER 

DE  MURNANS 

Head  Quarters,  near  Orange  Town,  August  8,  1780. 
Sir:  I  am  sorry  to  find  by  a  letter  from  His  Excellency 
Governor  Trumbull,  accompanied  by  a  deposition  of  Captain 
Green  of  Colo.  Wyllis's  Regiment  that  a  Quarter  Master  Ser- 
jeant of  that  Regiment  has  been  stabbed  by  you  in  the  Arm  and 
Body.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  whether  the  provocation  you 
received  from  the  Serjeant  did  or  did  not  justify  the  pro- 
ceeding, as  I  have  only  heard  the  complaint  of  one  party, 
but  as  the  matter  has  irritated  not  only  the  Militia  but  the 
inhabitants  in  that  quarter,  I  have  thought  it  best  to  recall  you. 
You  will  therefore  upon  the  receipt  of  this  return  to  the  Army. 
I  am  &c.67 

To  NATHANIEL  SHAW 

Head  Quarters,  near  Orange  Town,  August  8, 1780. 
Sir :  I  have  been  duly  favoured  with  your  two  Letters  of  the 
5th  and  6th  Instant,  and  thank  you  for  the  intelligence  in  them. 

C8In  the  writing  of  James  McHenry. 

07 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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I  am  also  much  obliged  by  your  Offer  of  assistance  to  Cap- 
tain Hurlbut68  in  expediting  the  communication,  and  entreat 
you  will  continue  to  give  me  the  earnest  notice  of  any  move- 
ment which  may  be  made  by  the  Enemy's  shipping  in  the 
Sound  or  of  any  thing  else  of  consequence  which  may  come 
to  your  knowledge.  I  am  etc.69 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Tuesday,  August  8, 1780. 

Parole  Clarkestown.    Countersigns  N.,  D. 

Watchword  New  York. 

The  General  requires  the  most  particular  attention  to  the 
order  of  yesterday,  respecting  Arms  and  Ammunition  which 
our  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Enemy  renders  peculiarly 
essential. 

The  men  wanting  arms  are  to  be  supplied  without  delay, 
and  the  recruits  as  fast  as  they  arrive.  A  sufficient  stock  is  to 
be  kept  on  hand  for  this  purpose. 

The  order  for  keeping  the  bayonets  constantly  fixed  has 
been  during  the  March  unpardonably  neglected  by  part  of  the 
Troops:  it  is  to  be  strictly  observed,  and  the  officers  command- 
ing regiments  will  see  that  the  Bayonet  Belts  and  scabbards 
are  delivered  to  the  Brigade  Conductors  taking  their  receipts 
for  the  number  delivered  and  they  will  deliver  them  to  the 
Field  Commissary  of  military  stores:  The  Light  Infantry 
Companies  will  deliver  them  to  their  respective  regiments  to 
be  included  in  the  above. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  being  returned  will  take  the 
Command  of  the  Light  Infantry  and  Major  General  St.  Clair 
will  resume  that  of  the  Pennsylvania  division. 

^Capt.  George  Hurlbut  (Hurlburt),  of  the  Second  Continental  Dragoons.   He  was 
wounded  near  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  in  July,  1781,  and  died  of  his  wounds  in  May,  1783. 
""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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Captain  Moses  White 70  of  Colonel  Hazen's  regiment  is  ap- 
pointed to  do  the  duty  of  Brigade  Inspector  in  General  Poor's 
brigade  'till  further  orders  vice  Major  Scott71  indisposed. 

The  Brigade  Inspectors  are  to  attend  at  the  orderly  office 
this  afternoon  at  four  o'clock. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Brigadier  General  Nixon 

r\c  ^   ta     t-  Colonel  Greaton 

Of  the  Day  Tomorrow  L  .  _  ,      ,,,„-, 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Mellen 

Brigade  Major  Van  Lear. 

The  Picquets  to  parade  at  six  o'clock  this  afternoon  on  the 
Green  near  the  church  which  is  Assigned  for  the  Grand  Pa- 
rade at  present.  The  Troop  to  beat  at  half  past  six  o'clock. 
The  Guards  and  picquets  to  be  on  the  Grand  Parade  at  half 
past  seven  precisely,  one  private  to  every  thirteen  must  be 
brought  on  to  the  Grand  Parade  in  addition  to  the  Details. 

The  Field  officers  who  commanded  the  advanced  Guards  of 
the  right  and  Left  column  will  attend  to  Post  to  Picquets  this 
evening.  Brigade  Major  McGowan  will  attend  the  formation. 


To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JOHN  FELLOWS 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  9, 1780. 
Sir:  Your  Letter  of  the  6th  Inst,  was  duly  received  by  Express 
the  last  Evening. 

70 Of  the  Second  Canadian  Regiment.  He  was  aide  to  General  Hazen  in  September, 
1 78 1,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

"Maj.  William  Scott,  of  the  First  New  Hampshire  Regiment.  He  retired  in  Jan- 
uary, 1781. 

"Lieut.  Col.  James  Mellen,  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1781;  appointed  lieutenant 
colonel  commandant  of  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783;  served 
to  June,  1783. 

Meade's  expense  account,  June  15,  1780  (in  the  Washington  Papers),  shows  that  on 
August  8  "Mrs.  Talman,  near  Tappan"  was  paid  80  dollars. 
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The  335  Men  which  you  Mention,  I  suppose  from  your  Let- 
ter, were  immediately  sent  to  reinforce  Genl  Van  Rensselaer, 
which  was  all  that  could  have  been  done  circumstanced  as  you 
were;  as  part  of  the  Detachment  of  Militia  had  been  ordered 
to  the  aid  of  our  Allies  at  Rhode  Island  according  to  your 
conjecture.  I  am  etc.73 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town, 
Wednesday,  August  9, 1780. 
Parole  Tuscany.    Countersigns  Truro,  Time. 
Watchword  Emulation. 

Brigadier  General  Patterson 
Colonel  Hazen 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Basset 74 
Brigade  Major  Fish 
The  Army  to  be  Inspected  tomorrow  in  which  Inspection 
the  whole  number  of  recruits  that  have  joined  is  to  be  ascer- 
tained. The  Inspectors  will  meet  the  Inspector  General  five 
o'clock  this  afternoon  at  the  orderly  office  to  receive  In- 
structions. 

There  being  no  Inspector  to  General  McDougall's  Division 
the  Inspector  General  will  Inspect  that  himself. 

An  alarm  will  be  communicated  by  two  guns  (as  usual) 
from  the  right  of  the  right  wing  when  the  troops  will  im- 
mediately form  on  their  respective  parades. 

The  officers  commanding  the  Wings  and  the  light  Corps 
will  meet  this  afternoon  four  o'clock  at  General  Greene's 


Of  the  Day  Tomorrow 


73  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

"Lieut.  Col.  Barachiah  Bassett,  of  the  Fourteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  re- 
tired in  January,  1781. 
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quarters  to  concert  the  necessary  precautions  for  the  security  of 
the  Camp. 

The  Left  Wing  will  take  care  of  Dobbs  Ferry  and  the  ap- 
proaches on  the  rear.  The  light  corps  will  take  care  of  the 
Front  extending  its  attention  to  the  Closter  Landing,  the  roads 
leading  from  Fort  Lee  &ca.  and  the  right  Wing  will  guard  the 
approaches  on  the  right.  There  will  be  two  Grand  Parades  one 
for  the  right  the  other  for  the  left  wing  where  the  detachments 
from  each  will  assemble.  A  Field  officer  of  the  Day  for  each 
Wing  will  be  appointed  and  a  brigadier  of  the  day  for  the 
whole. 

The  soldiers  are  on  no  pretence  to  be  suffered  to  straggle  as 
it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  in  our  present  position  that  we 
should  be  at  all  times  compact  and  ready  to  act  with  our  whole 
force  at  the  shortest  notice.  The  regulations  for  preserving 
order  and  cleanliness  in  Camp  are  most  punctually  to  be  ob- 
served. On  the  latter  particularly  in  this  hot  season  the  health 
of  the  men  absolutely  depends.  No  time  is  to  be  lost  in  sinking 
Wells  as  the  water  of  the  brook  is  rather  indifferent.  The  men 
are  by  all  means  to  be  kept  from  eating  or  destroying  the  un- 
ripe Fruit.  The  General  exhorts  the  officers  of  all  ranks  to 
exert  themselves  to  prevent  injury  to  the  persons  and  property 
of  the  Inhabitants  and  to  bring  offenders  to  the  most  sum- 
mary punishment.  Plundering  and  Violence  are  a  disgrace 
to  the  Name  of  an  American  soldier  and  an  insult  to  the  Au- 
thority of  his  officer.  During  the  March  and  even  since  his 
arrival  on  this  ground  the  General  has  been  mortified  with  re- 
peated Complaints  of  the  most  licentious  Excesses  committed 
by  particular  Corps. 

Great  Care  is  to  be  taken  to  prevent  the  horses  of  the  Army 
breaking  into  the  fields  of  Grain.  Guards  are  to  be  stationed 
and  other  necessary  measures  taken  for  this  Purpose. 
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Major  Goetshius  with  the  Corps  under  his  command  is  to 
join  the  light  Infantry  and  take  his  orders  from  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette. 

Captain  Lawrence  with  his  company  of  Levies  will  take  or- 
ders from  Major  General  Lord  Stirling  'till  the  Brigade  to 
which  he  belongs  joins  the  Army. 

The  Picquets  and  Guards  will  assemble  on  the  Grand  Pa- 
rade tomorrow  morning,  after  that  on  the  Wing  Parade. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Generals  commanding  divisions  will  fix  on  a  proper 
spot  within  the  distance  of  a  Mile  or  two  of  their  encamp- 
ments large  enough  for  the  exercise  of  two  Battalions  where 
they  will  see  their  respective  divisions  exercised  in  the  follow- 
ing manner: 

Every  morning  from  four  to  six  o'clock  two  battalions  from 
each  division  will  be  exercised  by  a  Brigadier  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Brigadier  by  the  next  oldest  Officer  off  duty.  Each 
battalion  to  consist  of  i  Colonel  or  Lieut.  Colonel,  i  Major,  6 
Captains,  12  Subs,  1  Adjutant,  26  Serjeants,  8  Corporals,  16 
Drums  and  fifes,  240  Privates.  Exclusive  of  this  number  each 
battalion  is  to  have  sixteen  supernumerary  men  paraded  be- 
hind the  battalion  to  replace  any  men  who  may  be  taken  sick 
or  are  otherwise  unfit  for  exercise  that  the  battalions  may  be 
always  120  files  complete.  To  which  the  Majors  and  Adjutants 
are  to  pay  particular  attention.  On  the  battalions  arriving  at 
the  place  of  exercise  the  platoons  are  to  exercise  separately  in 
detail  half  an  hour  in  the  manual  and  firings,  the  Non  com- 
missioned officers  to  form  a  platoon  by  themselves  and  be  exer- 
cised by  the  Adjutant,  the  battalions  will  afterwards  perform 
such  of  the  Evolutions  prescribed  in  the  regulations  as  the 
Major  Generals  shall  order. 
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The  Inspector  General  will  exercise  each  division  in  turn  and 
when  Present  will  command  himself  instead  of  the  Brigadier. 

The  Generals,  Colonels  and  all  officers  will  pay  attention 
that  all  the  men  take  their  turns  at  this  exercise  especially  all 
who  are  to  be  in  rank  and  file  in  time  of  Action. 

The  Exercise  of  the  recruits  is  to  be  continued  independent 
of  the  above  from  five  to  seven,  morning  and  evening,  in  the 
front  of  each  regiments  encampment. 

The  Generals  will  pay  attention  that  all  officers  not  other- 
wise employed  attend  at  this  Exercise.  Those  recruits  who 
have  been  already  exercised  are  now  to  be  exercised  with  arms 
the  others  without  arms,  the  exercise  to  begin  next  Friday 
morning. 

The  Inspection  of  the  Troops  will  commence  at  six  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning.  The  Inspectors  and  Brigade  Inspectors 
are  to  attend  at  the  Orderly  Office  at  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon with  their  returns  and  Inspection. 

*To  MRS.  ESTHER  REED 

Head  Quarters,  Tappan,  August  10, 1780. 

Madam:  I  have  the  honor  to  thank  you  for  your  favor  of 
the  31st.  Ulto. 

It  was  not  my  intention  to  divert  the  benevolent  donation  of 
the  Ladies  from  the  channel  they  wished  it  to  flow  in.  I  gave 
my  opinion  in  consequence  of  their  request,  but  I  shall  be 
equally  ready  to  subscribe  to  theirs,  and  will  execute  their  com- 
mands in  the  manner  most  agreeable  to  themselves.  At  the 
same  time,  I  have  my  apprehensions  (from  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  our  Army)  that  a  taste  of  hard  money  may  be 
productive  of  much  discontent  as  we  have  none  but  depreciated 
paper  for  their  pay. 
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A  few  provident  Soldiers  will,  probably,  avail  themselves  of 
the  advantages  which  may  result  from  the  generous  bounty 
of  two  dollars  in  Specie,  but  it  is  equally  probable  that  it  will 
be  the  means  of  bringing  punishment  on  a  number  of  others 
whose  inclination  [propensity]  to  drink [ing]  overcoming  all 
other  considerations  too  frequently  leads  them  into  irregulari- 
ties and  disorders  which  must  be  corrected. 

A  Shirt  would,  render  the  condition  of  the  [Soldiery  in  gen- 
eral much]  more  comfortable  than  it  is  at  prest.  No  prospect 
of  public  supplies,  in  any  degree  adequate  to  our  wants,  are 
yet  opened  to  my  view.  The  provision  made  or  making  for  the 
Troops  of  Pensylva.;  and  the  late  importation  from  France  is 
small  in  comparison  of  our  aggregate  call,  and  affords  a  melan- 
choly prospect  of  continued  sufferings.75  I  have  the  honr.  etc.76 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown, 
Thursday,  August  10, 1780. 

Parole  Baltimore.    Countersigns  Boon,  Bark. 

Watchword  Prudence. 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Wayne. 

Brigade  returns  of  the  Espontoons  wanting  are  to  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  orderly  office  12  o'clock  tomorrow. 

A  General  Court  martial  to  assemble  tomorrow  morning 
nine  o'clock  at  the  Orderly  Office  when  they  will  receive  direc- 
tions where  to  sit,  to  try  all  prisoners  who  shall  be  brought 
before  them. 


75 "The  Ladies  had  not  the  most  distant  wish,  that  their  Donation  shou'd  be  be- 
stow'd  in  any  manner,  that  did  not  perfectly  accord  with  your  Opinion." — Esther 
Reed  to  Washington,  Aug.  16,  1780. 

78  The  original  is  in  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  The  words  in  brackets 
show  Alexander  Hamilton's  efforts  to  improve  on  Washington's  diction. 
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Colonel  Greaton  is  appointed  President,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Mellen  Major  Church  and  a  Captain  from  each  Brigade  ex- 
cept the  3d  and  4th  Massachusetts,  to  attend  as  Members. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Division  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Angell 
is  President  of  Major  General  Lord  Stirling's  late  Division  is 
to  assemble  tomorrow  morning  ten  o'clock  at  the  President's 
Tent  to  finish  the  Trial  of  Lt.  Boss.77 

The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  is  Presi- 
dent is  dissolved. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Friday,  August  11, 1780. 

Parole  Sparta.    Countersigns  S.,  B. 

Watchword  Subordinate. 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Huntington. 

One  of  the  Drafts,  acquainted  with  the  management  of 
Hides  and  Tallow,  from  each  Wing  to  be  sent  to  the  Commis- 
sary of  Hides  at  the  Magazine.  These  men  are  to  join  their 
regiments  when  they  are  ordered  to  march. 

The  Brigade  Commissaries  are  to  send  their  hides  and  Tal- 
low to  the  Commissary  of  Hides  every  Saturday. 

An  Orderly  Serjeant  from  each  brigade  in  the  right  wing  to 
attend  the  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Greaton  is 
President  this  day  now  sitting  at  the  Church.  An  Orderly  Ser- 
jeant from  each  brigade  in  the  Left  wing  to  attend  tomorrow 
at  the  same  place. 

A  Serjeant  from  each  wing  to  attend  at  the  orderly  Office 
daily.  The  General  court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Angel]  is 

77 Lieut.  George  Boss,  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Invalid  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  discharged  in  September,  1782. 
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President  mentioned  in  General  Orders  yesterday  is  to  assem- 
ble tomorrow  10  o'clock  at  the  President's  Tent. 

A  Draft  from  each  Brigade  to  be  sent  as  a  Collier  to  Colonel 
Baldwin's  Quarters  early  tomorrow  morning  to  remain  while 
the  Army  continues  on  this  ground.  Those  Colliers  who  have 
heretofore  been  employed  under  him  are  to  join  their  regiments. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERALS  ANTHONY  WAYNE 
AND  WILLIAM  IRVINE 

Head  Quarters,  Tappan,  August  n,  1780. 

Gentlemen:  I  cannot  but  premise  my  answer  to  your  letter 
of  [yester]day  by  observing  that  the  refusal  of  the  Colonels  and 
Lt.  Colonels  of  your  line  to  comply  with  my  request  for  stating 
in  writing  their  motives  to  the  part  they  have  taken  in  the 
affair  of  Major  McPherson 78  is  to  me  as  extraordinary  as  un- 
expected. I  assure  you  I  had  not  the  least  idea  there  could  have 
been  any  difficulty  in  the  matter,  and  had  no  other  reason  for 
desiring  it  than  that  which  I  assigned  to  you  to  prevent  a  pos- 
sibility of  misrepresentation. 

Though  I  consider  the  conduct  of  the  Gentlemen  concerned 
as  extremely  exceptionable  in  every  point  of  view;  yet  as  I  at- 
tribute it  to  misapprehension,  as  I  have  a  good  opinion  of  their 
intentions  and  the  highest  sense  of  their  patriotism  their  zeal 
for  the  service,  their  talents  and  merit;  as  I  should  esteem  their 
resignation  an  injury  to  the  army  not  only  by  the  loss  of  so 
many  good  officers,  but  by  deranging  a  very  valuable  corps  of 
troops;  as  I  wish  the  motives  to  the  step  I  have  taken  to  be  well 
understood  by  them,  I  shall  recapitulate  the  substance  of  the 
conversation  which  passed  between  us  at  our  interview,  and 

78Maj.  William  Macpherson. 
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request  you  once  more  to  call  their  attention  to  it  before  they 
come  to  a  final  determination. 

I  wish  them  to  be  assured  that  in  the  appointment  of  Major 
McPherson,  I  did  not  imagine  it  could  by  any  construction  be 
deemed  injurious  to  their  rights  or  prejudicial  to  their  honor, 
and  they  cannot  be  more  tender  of  both  themselves  than  I  have 
been  and  ever  should  be;  that  though  I  have  the  best  opinion 
of  that  Gentleman's  qualifications,  the  choice  of  him  was  not 
founded  on  any  preference  derogatory  to  them;  that,  from  the 
fullest  information  of  the  practice  of  all  other  armies,  I  was 
convinced  the  appointment  was  agreeable  to  military  rule;  that 
it  appeared  to  me  by  the  articles  of  war  and  by  repeated  reso- 
lutions of  Congress  to  be  agreeable  to  our  own  constitution; 
that  the  estimation  in  which  Mr.  McPherson  seemed  to  be  held 
by  the  whole  Pensylvania  line;  the  former  application  of  some 
of  the  officers  to  me  in  his  behalf;  the  sacrifice  he  made  to  his 
principles  by  quitting  a  service  in  which  he  had  a  handsome 
existence;79  his  being  a  native  of  the  same  state  and  a  man  of 
acknowledged  capacity  and  worth,  left  me  no  doubt,  that  the 
officers  of  your  line  would  with  pleasure  see  him  placed  in  a 
situation  which  would  enable  him  to  be  useful  to  the  public 
and  to  do  credit  to  himself. 

A  command  in  the  light  corps  offered  itself  as  an  unexcep- 
tionable mode  for  answering  this  purpose.  Corps  formed  by 
detachments  are  the  usual  method  in  which  brevet  officers  are 
employed,  as  they  cannot  be  introduced  into  Regiments  with- 
out displacing  other  officers  or  violating  the  right  of  succession ; 
both  of  which  are  justly  deemed  injuries  in  every  service.  But 
the  reasoning  in  view  by  which  the  employing  such  officers 
in  detached  corps  is  made  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 

TCMacpherson  was  formerly  a  lieutenant  and  adjutant  in  the  Sixteenth  Foot,  British 
Army. 
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regimental  officers.  Military  rank  and  an  eligibility  to  military 
command  are  ideas  which  cannot  be  separated.  Take  away  the 
latter  and  the  former  becomes  an  unmeaning  sound.  The  prin- 
ciple being  admitted  it  would  in  our  army  degrade  many  offi- 
cers who  have  every  claim  to  the  consideration  of  their  country 
and  to  the  justice  of  their  fellow  soldiers,  some  of  whom  have 
been  in  the  army  since  the  commencement  of  die  war, 
have  relinquished  Regimental  stations  by  which  in  the  natural 
course  of  succession  they  would  have  been  higher  in  rank  than 
they  now  are,  have  made  as  great  sacrifices  as  any  others,  and 
yield  to  none  in  merit,  or  in  useful  service.  To  wish  to  exclude 
them  from  the  most  essential  privilege  of  an  officer  is  alike 
inconsistent  with  justice  and  generosity;  and  on  cooler  reflec- 
tion the  liberality  of  sentiments  which  I  believe  the  Gentlemen 
concerned  to  possess;  will  not  suffer  them  to  persist  in  such 
a  design. 

The  practice  of  other  armies  in  all  cases  not  expressly  pro- 
vided for  is  the  best  standard  by  which  we  can  form  our  no- 
tions; and  it  would  have  obviated  many  difficulties  if  it  had 
been  better  known  or  more  attended  to.  If  particular  officers 
are  to  depart  from  that  and  set  up  new  distinctions  as  it  suits 
their  interest  or  fancy,  there  is  an  end  to  all  order  and  subordi- 
nation. Every  thing  is  set  afloat  upon  the  precarious  footing  of 
as  many  different  opinions  as  there  are  individuals  that  com- 
pose the  army.  It  is  too  notorious  to  be  denied,  the  practice  of 
other  armies  [  (not  less  than  our  own)  ]  warrants  the  appoint- 
ment of  Major  McPherson  to  his  present  command.  I  under- 
stood however  from  you  Gentlemen,  that  a  line  has  been 
drawn  and  applied  to  the  present  case  between  temporary  and 
permanent  commands.  Admitting  this  distinction  to  be  good 
detachments  which  are  again  to  return  to  their  corps  can  be 
deemed  nothing  else  than  temporary  commands;  whether 
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they  are  out  for  a  week,  for  a  month,  or  for  a  campaign  they 
are  still  temporary;  the  permanent  commands  are  of  regi- 
ments and  of  other  established  corps.  If  we  appeal  to  prece- 
dent here  also  we  shall  find  the  period  for  brevet  commands 
indefinite. 

You  informed  me  that  a  distinction  was  also  made  between 
a  detachment  from  one  line  and  a  detachment  from  different 
lines,  and  that  no  objection  would  have  arisen  if  the  corps  to 
which  Major  McPherson  was  appointed  had  been  composed 
partly  of  Pensylvania  and  partly  of  other  troops.  Though 
there  are  particular  quotas  of  troops  furnished  by  the  several 
states,  the  whole  compose  but  one  army  and  the  commissions 
are  from  the  same  authority  with  different  designations.  All 
detachments  therefore  whether  from  one  line  or  more  than 
one  must  be  subject  to  the  same  rules;  and  if  a  brevet  is  not  to 
operate  upon  a  detachment  from  one  line,  I  see  no  principle 
upon  which  it  can  have  effect  in  detachments  from  different 
lines  united  together. 

If  it  be  allowed  that  Brevet  commissions  create  a  capacity 
of  temporary  command  by  detachment  and  that  the  light  in- 
fantry answers  to  this  discription  then  the  propriety  of  ap- 
pointing Major  McPherson  can  only  be  questioned  on  two 
principles:  a  want  of  qualifications,  or  being  appointed  out  of 
course.  The  first  would  be  inadmissible  because  the  officer 
commanding  the  army  has  alone  the  right  to  judge;  and  if  he 
made  an  injudicious  choice  the  officers  might  entertain  what 
private  opinions  they  pleased,  but  they  could  not  make  it  the 
subject  of  official  complaint.  If  it  be  said  Major  McPherson 
was  appointed  out  of  course  and  that  the  officers  of  light  in- 
fantry should  be  taken  by  roster  as  in  the  common  routine  of 
service;  let  the  practice  of  armies  in  this  as  in  the  other  case  be 
recurred  to,  and  it  will  be  found  that  no  regard  is  paid  to  the 
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Roster  in  similar  corps.  It  is  an  indisputed  privilege  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief  to  officer  them  as  he  [pleases].  The 
same  was  done  last  year,  nor  would  scarcely  an  officer  then  in 
the  corps  have  been  appointed,  if  the  principle  in  question  had 
been  observed.  No  objection  however  that  I  ever  heard  of, 
was  made  on  this  score;  and  why  should  the  officers  of  the 
Pensylvania  line  be  singular  in  making  it  now?  or  why  not 
make  it  in  the  case  of  Col  Stewart  as  well  as  of  Major  McPher- 
son  ?  His  appointment  no  more  than  that  of  the  latter  can  be 
justified  by  the  Roster.  The  good  sense  of  every  officer  of  dis- 
cernment must  decide  against  this  rule  for  a  variety  of  obvious 
considerations. 

For  these  reasons  and  others  equally  decisive,  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  revoke  the  appointment.  I  view  the  measure  the 
Gentlemen  concerned  have  entered  into  as  peculiarly  intem- 
perate hasty  and  ill-judged.  I  sincerely  hope  they  may  be  in- 
duced to  reconsider  it  and  change  their  resolutions.  On  my 
part  I  shall  be  happy  to  forget  what  has  happened,  and  to  con- 
tinue to  them  the  same  share  of  my  esteem  which  they  have 
merited  and  possessed.  I  am  persuaded  their  rights  in  the 
present  case  are  untouched.  I  am  conscious  I  had  no  intention 
to  injure  them.  I  cannot  pretend  an  indifference  to  the  con- 
duct they  may  observe;  because,  as  I  have  already  confessed,  I 
shall  consider  their  quitting  the  service  as  a  serious  detriment 
to  it.  They  ought  also  as  good  Citizens  and  good  men  to  real- 
ize the  consequences  and  to  assure  themselves  they  act  upon 
substantial  grounds  before  they  venture  to  execute  what  they 
have  intimated.  They  ought  to  recollect  that  they  cannot  here- 
after be  happy,  if  they  find  their  conduct  condemned  by  the 
country  and  by  the  army,  especially  if  it  has  been  the  cause  of 
any  misfortune.  They  should  remember  that  we  have  actually 
entered  upon  the  operations  of  the  campaign;  that  we  are  now 
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in  the  vicinity  of  the  enemy  and  in  a  position  that  makes  an 
action  not  very  improbable  perhaps  not  very  remote  [if  my  in- 
telligence is  true.]  When  they  duly  weigh  these  things  they 
cannot  but  be  sensible  that  the  love  of  their  country;  the  obli- 
gations of  their  respective  stations;  what  they  owe  to  their  own 
characters  and  to  that  discipline  which  ought  to  be  sacred 
among  military  men;  all  these  motives  call  upon  them  to  re- 
linquish the  intention  they  have  suggested.  It  is  true,  we  have 
not  many  considerations  of  interest  to  attach  us  to  the  service; 
but  we  have  those  of  honor  and  public  good  [in  a  high  degree] 
and  I  flatter  myself  these  ties  will  not  prove  too  feeble. 

I  wish  you  to  communicate  this  letter  as  well  to  the  Majors 
as  to  the  other  field  officers,  and  if  they  still  persist,  I  shall 
think  I  have  discharged  my  duty  to  them  and  to  the  public. 
I  am  etc.80 

ToJOHNHARING81 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  n,  1780. 
Sir:  I  am  pained  at  the  contents  of  your  letter  of  this  date.*2 
It  has  always  been  my  endeavour  as  much  as  in  my  power  to 
prevent  the  troops  from  committing  depredations  of  any  kind 
whatsoever  on  the  inhabitants.  That  there  should  be  cause 
of  complaint  from  the  well-affected  is  an  additional  aggrava- 
tion. You  may  be  assured  that  the  most  pointed  orders  have 
been  issued  to  the  army  on  this  subject  since  we  came  on  this 
ground,  and  the  strongest  recommendations  used  to  the  officers 

80  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  The  words  in  brackets  are  in 
the  writing  of  Washington. 

81  Judge  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y. 

82  The  letter  from  Judge  Haring  stated  that  the  inhabitants  were  alarmed  and  filled 
with  apprehensions  of  "being  brought  to  a  Starving  condition.  Fences  are  wantonly 
destroyed  and  consequently  Cornfields,  Buckwheat,  Orchards,  meadows  &c.  &c.  are 
laid  waste,  and  we  know  not  where  it  will  end."  Haring's  letter  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 
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that  they  may  be  carried  into  execution.  I  flatter  myself  that 
these  will  have  the  good  effect  which  you  desire,  and  which  it 
is  intended  they  should  produce.  I  am  &c. 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  n,  1780. 

Sir:  I  have  the  Honor  to  transmit  Your  Excellency  a  Letter 
from  the  Chevalier  Ternay,  which  came  under  cover  to  me 
last  night,  with  One  addressed  to  myself.  I  also  inclose  an  Ex- 
tract of  the  Letter  from  the  Admiral  to  myself83  and  of  one  of 
the  same  date,  from  the  Count  de  Rochambeau.84  Your  Excel- 
lency will  perceive  by  these,  tho  I  presume  the  Admiral  has 
written  to  You  fully  on  the  subject,  the  measures  they  have 
concerted,  with  respect  to  the  second  Division,  in  case  it  arrives 
at  the  Southward. 

The  Letter  inclosed  from  Lt  Colo  Harrison  will  inform  Your 
Excellency  by  what  accident  the  one  addressed  to  you  by  the 
Admiral  was  opened.  I  have  the  honor  etc.85 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  11, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  yesterday  reed,  your  favor  of  the  8th:   The 
Commy.  General  of  Issues  must  be  supposed  to  have  the  best 

83  Ternay 's  letter  to  Washington  (August  8)  is  not  now  found  in  the  Washington 
Papers,  but  a  translation  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  therein  does  not 
bear  any  indication  as  to.  the  extract  inclosed  in  Washington's  letter  above. 

84  The  extract  from  Rochambeau's  letter  to  Washington  of  August  8,  which  was 
inclosed,  read:  "With  regard  to  our  Second  Division,  I  refer  you  to  the  Letter  that  the 
Admiral  is  to  send  you  including  the  ways  and  means  by  which  its  junction  with  this 
here  fleet  is  to  brought  about."  This  extract  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

85  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the 
Paris  Archives,  Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 
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knowledge  of  the  Affairs  of  his  department,  and  therefore  any 
directions  given  by  him  to  draw  from  one  post  to  supply  Troops 
at  another  ought  to  be  complied  with.  In  the  present  instance 
our  dependance  is  upon  part  of  the  stock  of  Rum  at  West  point, 
and  you  will  for  that  reason  permit  the  remainder  of  the  quan- 
tity ordered  to  come  forward. 

I  have  received  intelligence  that  the  British  Troops  which 
lately  returned  from  the  Eastward  and  debarked  upon  Long 
Island  have  orders  to  embark  again.  I  cannot  suppose  that  they 
mean  again  to  go  towards  Rhode  Island,  neither  can  I  think 
that  in  the  present  situation  of  matters  they  can  expect  any 
success  from  an  attempt  upon  West  point,  but  in  order  that 
we  may  run  no  risque,  I  shall  write  to  Colo.  Malcom  directing 
him  to  halt  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Haverstraw  till  further 
orders.  He  will  from  thence  be  in  supporting  distance  of  the 
posts  should  a  serious  move  up  the  River  take  place.  You  will 
also  detain  all  the  Militia  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire who  may  come  in,  untill  we  receive  more  certain  intelli- 
gence of  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  Enemy.  You  will  put 
all  your  posts  upon  their  guard.  They  can  be  affected  by  noth- 
ing but  a  surprise  while  this  Army  is  so  near  them. 

We  shall  have  occasion  to  throw  up  some  small  Works  at 
Dobbs's  ferry  to  secure  the  intended  communication  at  that 
place,  and  in  order  that  we  may  finish  them  in  the  most  expe- 
ditious manner,  you  will  be  pleased  to  order  sixty  of  Colo.  Bald- 
win's regimented  Artificers  to  come  immediately  down  here. 

Colo.  Hay  writes  that  he  shall  be  able  to  lay  up  some  stock 
of  Hay  at  Fishkill  provided  orders  are  given  that  none  shall  be 
issued  while  pasture  is  to  be  had,  except  upon  such  occasions  as 
you  or  the  Deputy  Qr.  Master  Genl.  at  the  post  shall  think 
proper.  This  measure  appears  necessary,  and  you  will  there- 
fore be  pleased  to  give  orders  to  have  it  carried  into  execution. 
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A  new  Qr.  Mr.  General  (Colo.  Pickering)  is  appointed. 
Whether  he  will  be  supplied  with  the  means  of  procuring 
what  is  necessary  in  the  department,  or  whether  the  new  Sys- 
tem is  calculated  to  produce  them,  is  yet  to  be  known.  In  the 
mean  time  you  can  only  proceed  in  working  up  the  materials 
which  you  find  upon  hand.  I  am  &c.8G 

To  COLONEL  WILLIAM  MALCOM 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  n,  1780. 
Sir:  From  some  advices  reed,  from  New  York,  I  think  it 
necessary  that  the  Militia  under  your  command  should  Halt  in 
a  convenient  position  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Haverstraw 
untill  further  orders.  Should  the  Enemy  go  up  the  River  in 
such  force  as  may  seem  sufficient  to  threaten  the  Highland 
posts  and  pass  above  Kings  Ferry,  you  will  without  loss  of  time 
throw  yourself  by  the  nearest  Route  into  West  point.  You  will 
in  such  case  send  your  Baggage  thro'  the  Clove  to  New  Wind- 
sor. Should  this  meet  you  on  this  side  Haverstraw,  you  will 
return,  and  give  me  notice  where  you  take  post.  I  am  &c.87 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  August  11, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  from  North  Castle  with 
its  inclosures. 

I  am  very  much  pleased  that  the  Corrispondence  with  C 

is  again  opened.  I  have  the  greatest  dependence  in  his  good  in- 
tentions, and  I  am  persuaded  when  he  pleases  to  exert  himself 
he  can  give  the  most  useful  intelligence.  The  shorter  the  line 
of  Communication  so  much  the  better. 


scIn  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  after  he  fled 
to  the  British. 

87 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman 
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With  respect  to  the  proposed  incursion88  I  do  not  think  it 
advisable  under  present  circumstances.  Although  the  Enemy 
appear  to  be  small  dispersed  parties,  yet  the  risque  in  an  at- 
tempt more  than  Counterbalances  the  advantage  which  might 
be  obtained.  I  am  &c.89 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  HORATIO  GATES 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  12, 1780. 

Sir :  Nothing  material  has  occurred  since  my  last  of  the  8th : 
We  are  impatiently  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  second  division 
of  the  French  Fleet  and  Army,  upon  which  the  commence- 
ment of  operations  in  a  great  measure  intirely  depends. 

In  mine  of  the  18th.  July  I  desired  you  to  make  frequent 
communications  of  the  situation  of  affairs  to  the  Southward. 
I  cannot  forbear  repeating  my  wish  on  this  subject,  as  circum- 
stances may  require  a  sudden  alteration  of  our  present  plans; 
and  should  the  transference  of  the  whole  or  a  part  of  the  force 
of  our  Allies  to  the  southward  be  deemed  eligible,  it  will  be 
necessary  that  we  should  be  acquainted  before  hand  with  your 
strength,  expectations  and  resources;  and  with  the  number, 
position  and  circumstances  of  the  Enemy.  You  may  depend 
upon  every  intelligence  from  me,  which  can  in  any  way  affect 
or  be  interesting  to  the  operations  in  your  quarter. 

I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  writing  by  Col.  Kosciusko, 
with  whom  I  part  reluctantly,  as  I  have  experienced  great  satis- 
faction from  his  general  conduct,  and  particularly  from  the 
attention  and  zeal  with  which  he  has  prosecuted  the  Works 
committed  to  his  charge  at  West  point.  I  am  &c.90     [  n.  y.  h.  s.  ] 

88  A  surprise  attack  on  British  dragoons  in  Suffolk  County,  Long  Island. 
89 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Caleb  Gibbs. 
80  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  August  12, 1780. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  this  day,  I  am  to  desire  you 
will  retain  the  teams  you  mention  and  give  the  owners  the 
usual  assurances  of  payment  for  their  future  service.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  I  take  it  for  granted  every  practicable  step  will  be  taken 
to  provide  others  in  their  place  as  speedily  as  possible.91 

To  COLONEL  EPHRAIM  BLAINE 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  12, 1780. 
Sir :  In  answer  to  that  part  of  your  letter  of  the  19th :  July,  in 
which  you  desire  to  be  informed  of  the  most  proper  places  to 
establish  Magazines  of  Salt  Provisions  I  am  of  opinion  that  you 
should  make  Albany  upon  the  North  River,  Easton  upon  the 
Delaware,  and  Pitts  Town  or  that  neighbourhood  the  principal 
places  of  deposit.  You  need  not  confine  yourself  to  Albany 
alone,  as  any  convenient  places  upon  the  North  River  above  the 
Highlands  are  equally  safe.  I  do  not  imagine  that  there  will 
be  any  salt  meat  to  spare  to  the  southward,  but  should  there  be 
more  than  is  wanted  for  the  supply  of  the  southern  Army ;  you 
should  have  it  brought  to  the  Head  of  Chesapeak  Bay  before 
the  Winter  sets  in  and  from  thence  across  to  Philadelphia  in  the 
first  instance.  The  salt  Meat  put  up  to  the  Eastward  should  also 
be  brought  forward  to  the  North  River  before  the  Weather 
renders  the  Roads  impassable.  Should  the  States  comply  with 
the  requisitions  of  Flour  made  upon  them,  the  places  already 
assigned  for  the  reception  of  that  Article  are  suitable  for  the 
probable  winter  Cantonments  of  the  Army.  I  am  etc.92 

01  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

02  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown, 
Saturday,  August  12,  1780. 

Parole  Halifax.    Countersigns  Keen,  Keep. 

Watchword  Allways  ready. 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Stark. 

Two  Captains,  four  subs,  eight  Serjeants  and  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  from  each  Wing  are  to  be  sent  at  five  o'clock 
tomorrow  morning  to  Dobbs  ferry  as  a  fatigue  party  under  the 
direction  of  Colonel  Gouvion  Commandant  of  the  Corps  of 
Engineers.  They  are  to  take  their  Arms  and  two  days  provi- 
sions with  them. 

The  Issuing  Commissaries  are  to  deliver  Fatigue  Rum  on 
Colonel  Gouvion's  orders. 

A  Drum  and  fife  from  the  right  wing  to  join  the  Corps  of 
Sappers  and  Miners  'till  further  orders. 

The  recruits  or  Drafts  who  have  joined  the  Army  this  Cam- 
paign are  to  be  divided  into  two  classes;  the  first  to  consist  of 
those  who  have  been  formerly  in  the  continental  regiments 
and  those  who  are  in  the  opinion  of  their  commanding  officers 
sufficiently  drilled  to  mount  on  the  Camp  and  quarter  Guards 
under  the  eyes  of  their  officers;  These  may  be  permitted  to  form 
part  of  the  manoeuvring  battalions.  The  remainder  to  compose 
the  second  class  who  are  not  to  do  any  duty  except  to  exercise 
'till  further  orders. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Lieutenant  Thomas  Doyle93  of  the  6th.  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment is  appointed  Quartermaster  to  the  same  from  the  13  of 
July  1778. 

03 Of  the  Sixth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  was  wounded  at  Green  Springs,  Va.,  in 
July,  1 781;  transferred  to  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in  January,  1783;  served 
to  November,  1783. 
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The  i st.  Pennsylvania,  Jersey  ist.  2d.  and  4th.  Massachusetts 
brigades  give  each  a  chain  bearer  to  the  Geographer  of  the 
Main  Army,  Mr.  Erskine,  they  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Orderly 
Office  tomorrow  morning  eight  o'clock. 

The  right  Wing  will  give  six  Masons  and  a  fatigue  party  of 
a  Serjeant  and  twelve  men  to  be  paraded  at  the  Church  tomor- 
row morning  eight  o'clock  with  one  day's  provisions. 

It  being  of  the  utmost  importance  that  orders  should  be  reg- 
ularly and  speedily  communicated,  the  Commander  in  Chief 
directs  'till  further  orders,  that  the  Inspectors,  Brigade  Inspec- 
tors and  Aides  attend  the  Orderly  Office  daily  at  11  o'clock  in 
the  morning  to  receive  general  orders  and  communicate  the 
Wing  Division  or  Brigade  Orders.  And  in  case  any  Wing  Di- 
vision or  Brigade  Orders  are  to  be  communicated  at  any  other 
hour  they  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Inspectors  and  Brigade  Inspec- 
tors who  are  immediately  to  Communicate  them  to  the  Wings 
Divisions  or  Brigades.  The  most  punctual  attendance  for  Gen- 
eral Orders  is  required  and  Expected. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Sunday,  August  13, 1780. 

Parole  Wyoming.    Countersigns  Wells,  Wing. 

Watchword  Improve. 

For  the  day  Tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Wayne. 

The  same  number  of  fatigue  men  and  Masons  from  the  Left 
wing  to  be  paraded  tomorrow  at  the  time  and  place  mentioned 
in  yesterdays  orders. 

A  Serjeant  and  Six  from  the  right  and  a  corporal  and  six 
from  the  Left  wing  to  be  paraded  tomorrow  morning  eight 
o'clock  at  the  Church  with  two  days  provision  their  Arms 
Packs  &ca.  They  are  to  be  sent  to  fix  an  Hospital  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  sick. 
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An  Accurate  return  of  the  Sick  to  be  delivered  to  the  director 
General  of  the  Flying  hospital  tomorrow  at  the  orderly  office, 
eleven  o'clock  by  the  regimental  Surgeons. 

Six  Orderlies  from  the  right  Wing  tomorrow  for  the  Gen- 
eral Court  martial. 

George  Hutchinson,  Matross  in  the  4th  regiment  of  Artil- 
lery was  tried  the  23d  ultimo  at  a  brigade  general  court  martial 
whereof  Major  Eustis94  was  president  for  "Desertion"  Pled 
Guilty. 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  he  is  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
Article  1st.  Section  6th.  of  the  Articles  of  War  and  sentence 
him  to  be  shot  to  Death  (more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Court 
agreeing  thereto). 

*To  JOSEPH  JONES 

Head  Qrs.  Tappan,  August  13, 1780. 

Dear  Sir :  The  subject  of  this  letter  will  be  confined  to  a  single 
point.  I  shall  make  it  as  short  as  possible,  and  write  it  with 
frankness.  If  any  sentiment  therefore  is  delivered  which  may 
be  displeasing  to  you  as  a  member  of  Congress,  ascribe  it  to  the 
freedom  which  is  taken  with  you  by  a  friend,  who  has  notfig. 
in  view  but  the  public  good. 

In  your  letter  without  date,  but  which  came  to  hand  yester- 
day, an  idea  is  held  up  as  if  the  acceptance  of  General  Green's 
resignation  of  the  Qr.  Mrs.  department  was  not  all  that  Con- 
gress meant  to  do  with  him.95  If  by  this  it  is  in  contemplation 

94Maj.  Benjamin  Eustis,  of  the  Fourth  Continental  Artillery.  He  died  in  October, 
1781. 

95 Jones  had  written  from  Congress:  "We  have  been  greatly  perplexed  the  last  week 
with  General  Greenes  refusal  to  act  in  the  office  of  Quarter  Master  General  unless  the 
New  System  was  totally  repealed  and  he  was  allowed  to  conduct  it  under  your  direc- 
tion in  such  a  manner  as  he  should  think  most  conducive  to  the  public  Service  besides 
Congress  were  to  request  Pettit  and  Cox  to  resume  their  Offices.  If  Genl.  Greene 
thought  the  New  System  wanted  amendment  and  had  pointed  out  the  defect  Congress 
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to  suspend  him  from  his  command  in  the  line  (of  which  he 
made  an  express  reservation  at  the  time  of  entering  on  the  other 
duty)  and  it  is  not  already  enacted,  let  me  beseech  you  to  con- 
sider well  what  you  are  about  before  you  resolve. 

I  shall  neither  condemn,  or  acquit  Genl.  Greens  conduct  for 
the  act  of  resignation,  because  all  the  antecedents96  are  neces- 
sary to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  matter,  and  possibly,  if 
the  affair  is  ever  brought  before  the  public,  you  may  find  him 
treading  on  better  ground  than  you  seem  to  imagine ; 97  but  this 
by  the  by.  My  sole  aim  at  present  is  to  [advertise  you  of  what 
I  think  would  be]98  the  consequences  of  suspending  him  from 
his  command  in  the  line  (a  matter  distinct  from  the  other), 
without  a  proper  tryal.  A  proceedure  of  this  kind  must  touch 
the  feelings  of  every  Officer;  it  will  shew  in  a  conspicuous 
point  of  view  the  uncertain  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their 
Commissions.  In  a  word  it  will  exhibit  such  a  specimen  of 
power99  that  I  question  much  if  there  is  an  Officer  in  the 
whole  line  that  will1  hold  a  Commission  beyond  the  end  of 
the  Campaign  if  they  do  till  then.  [Such  an  Act  in  the  most 

wod.  have  considered  the  matter  and  I  doubt  not  wod.  have  made  the  necessary  alter- 
ation. But  the  manner  of  these  demands  made  in  such  peremptory  terms,  at  the  mo- 
ment of  action  when  the  Campaign  was  opened  the  Enemy  in  the  Field,  and  our  ally 
waiting  for  Cooperation,  has  lessened  Genl.  Greene,  not  only  in  the  Opinion  of  Con- 
gress but  I  think  of  the  Public;  and  I  question  whether  it  will  terminate  with  the 
acceptance  of  his  refusal  only.  On  Saturday  Col.  Pickering  was  appointed  to  the  Office 
of  Quarter  Master  General,  with  the  Rank  of  Colonel  and  the  pay  and  Rations  of  a 
Brigadier  General  and  to  hold  his  place  at  the  Board  of  War  without  pay  or  right  to 
act  while  in  the  office  of  Quarter  Master  General.  This  Gentlemans  Integrity  Ability, 
and  attention  to  Business  will  I  hope  not  only  prevent  the  evils  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  change  in  so  important  a  Department  at  this  time  but  will  I  hope  be  able  to  reform 
some  of  the  abuses  crept  into  that  Business  and  lessen  the  amazing  expenditures  of 
the  Department."  Jones's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

""Robert  Hanson  Harrison  had  interlined  the  word  "correspondences"  at  this  point. 

97 Washington's  first  composition  was:  "and  I  shall  be  much  mistaken  if  the  affair  is 
brought  before  the  public  if  you  do  not  find  him  treading  etc." 

08  The  phrase  in  brackets  is  in  the  writing  of  Harrison.  The  following,  in  the  writ- 
ing of  Washington,  is  crossed  out:  "warn  you  of." 

"Washington  first  wrote:  "stretch  of  arbitrary  power." 

1  Washington  first  wrote:  "will  continue  to  hold  etc." 
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Despotic  Government  would  be  attended  at  least  with  loud 
complaints.]2 

It  [does  not]  require,  [I  am  sure,  with  you]  argument  at 
this  time  of  day  to  prove,  that  there  is  no  set  of  Men  in  the 
United  States  (considered  as  a  body)  that  have  made  the  same 
sacrafices  of  their  Interest  in  support  of  the  common  cause  as 
the  Officers  of  the  American  Army;  that  nothing  but  [a  love  of 
their  Country,]  of  honor,  and  a  desire  of  seeing  their  labours 
crowned  with  success  could  possibly  induce  them  to  continue 
one  moment  in  Service.  That  no  Officer  can  live  upon  his  pay, 
that  hundreds  having  spent  their  little  all  in  addition  to  their 
scant  public  allowance  have  resigned,  because  they  could  no 
longer  support  themselves  as  Officers;  that  numbers  are,  at 
this  moment,  rendered  unfit  for  duty  for  want  of  Cloathing, 
while  the  rest  are  wasteing  their  property  and  some  of  them 
verging  fast  to  the  gulph  of  poverty  and  distress.  Can  it  be 
supposed  that  men  under  these  circumstances  [who  can  derive 
at  best  if  the  Contest  ends  happily,  only  the  advantages  which 
attend  in  equal  proportion  with  Others]  will  sit  patient  under 
such  a  precedent  ?  surely  they  will  not,  for  the  measure,  not 
the  man,  will  be  the  subject  of  consideration  and  each  will  ask 
himself  this  question  if  Congress  by  its  mere  fiat,  without  en- 
quiry and  without  tryal,  will  suspend  one  Officer  to  day;  [an 
officer  of  such  high  rank,]  may  it  not  be  my  turn  to  morrow 
and  ought  I  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  man  or  body  of  men 
to  sport  with  my  Commission  and  character  and  lay  me  under 
the  necessity  of  tamely  acquiescing,  or  by  an  appeal  to  the  pub- 
lic expose  matters  which  must  be  injurious  to  its  interests? 
[The  suspension  of  Genls.  Schuyler  and  St.  Clair,  tho  it  was 
preceded  by  the  loss  of  Ticonderoga  which  contributed  not  a 
little  for  the  moment  to  excite  prejudices  against  them,  was  by 
no  means  viewed  with  a  satisfactory  eye  by  many  discerning 

2 The  words  in  brackets  are  interlined  by  Harrison. 
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Men,  and  tho  it  was  in  a  manner  supported  by  the  public 
clamor;  and  the  one  in  contemplation  I  am  almost  morally 
certain  will  be  generally  reprobated  by  the  Army.  Suffer  not 
my  Friend,  if  it  is  within  the  compass  of  your  abilities  to  pre- 
vent it,  so  disagreeable  an  event  to  take  place.  I  do  not  mean 
to  justify;  to  countenance  or  excuse  in  the  most  distant  degree 
any  expressions  of  disrespect  which  the  Gentn.  in  question,  if 
he  has  used  any,  may  have  offered  to  Congress,  no  more  than 
I  do  any  unreasonable  matters  he  may  have  required  respecting 
the  Q.  M.  G.  department,  but  as  I  have  already  observed,  my 
Letter  is  to  prevent  his  suspension,  because  I  fear,  because  I  feel 
it  must  lead  to  very  disagreeable  and  injurious  consequences. 
Genl  Greene  has  his  numerous  Friends  out  of  the  Army  as  well 
as  in  it,  and  from  his  Character  and  consideration  in  the  world, 
he  might  not,  when  he  felt  himself  wounded  in  so  summary 
way,  withhold  from  a  discussion  that  could  not  at  best  promote 
the  public  cause.  As  a  Military  Officer  he  stands  very  fair  and 
very  deservedly  so,  in  the  opinion  of  all  his  acquaintance.] 

These  sentiments  are  the  result  of  my  own  reflections  on  the 
matter  and,  [I  hasten  to  inform  you  of  them.]  I  do  not  know 
that  Genl.  Greene  has  ever  heard  of  the  matter  [and  I  hope 
he  never  may;]  nor  am  I  acquainted  with  the  opinion  of  a 
single  Officer  in  the  whole  Army  upon  the  subject.  Nor  will 
any  tone  be  given  by  me.  It  is  my  wish  to  prevent  the  proceed- 
ing;3 for  sure  I  am  it  cannot  be  brought  to  a  happy  issue  if 
it  takes  place.4  I  am  &c. 

3  Washington  wrote:  "evil";  but  this  was  crossed  off  by  Harrison  and  "proceeding" 
substituted. 

4  Jones  replied  to  the  above  letter  on  September  6.  The  resentment  against  Greene 
had  largely  subsided,  he  wrote,  before  Washington's  letter  arrived.  Extravagance  was 
the  main  charge  against  the  Quartermaster  General.  "The  amazing  Sums  of  money 
gone  into  that  Department  under  his  superintendence,  abt  Eighty  millions  and  it  is 
said  about  thirty  millions  unpaid  the  whole  of  which  is  unaccounted  for  has  excited 
uneasiness  not  only  in  this  Body  but  the  people  at  large  who  call  out  for  a  settlement 
of  the  public  accounts  and  although  repeated  endeavours  have  been  used  to  bring  the 
Officers  in  the  great  departments  of  the  Army  to  account  none  have  been  rendered  nor 
any  likelihood  of  bringg.  them  to  a  settlement."   Jones's  letter  is  in  the  Washington 
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IMPRESS  WARRANT 

Camp,  Tappan,  August  13, 1780. 
[See  Washington's  letter  of  August  2,  1780] 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  town,  August  13,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favor  of  yesterday.  The  provid- 
ing Wood  in  season  for  the  Garrison  is  so  essential  a  matter 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  Colo.  Hay  with  the  Men 
required.  I  expect  those  Men  who  were  detained  at  Rhode 
Island,  while  there  was  an  expectation  of  Genl.  Clinton,  will 
soon  come  forward. 

Colo.  Sheldon  may  be  directed  to  send  down  a  Flag  with 
Capt.  Benedict5  and  Mr.  Stevens.6  If  the  former  can  obtain 
liberty  to  be  admitted  into  New  York,  I  have  no  objection  to 
his  going.  The  general  directions  which  have  been  given  re- 
specting Flags  have  been  as  follows.  To  discourage  the  fre- 
quent use  of  them  as  much  as  possible.  To  permit  no  persons 
inhabitants  of  the  States,  to  go  into  New  York  without  permis- 
sions in  writing  from  the  respective  Governors,  except  in  such 
case  as  that  of  Capt.  Benedict,  who  shews  sufficient  cause.  And 
always  to  grant  Flags  upon  the  application  of  the  Governors 
of  the  neighbouring  States. 

Several  prisoners  have  lately  escaped  from  the  provost  at 
West  point  and  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves  here.  Two 
who  came  in  to  day  say  they  were  induced  to  break  out  for 
want  of  Water,  as  a  practice  has  been  made  of  keeping  it  from 

Papers.  A  report  of  the  Board  of  Treasury  (Aug.  3,  1780)  places  the  expenditures  of 
the  Quartermaster  General  at  "82,993,276  and  60  dollars,"  for  which  no  account  had 
been  rendered. 

6  Capt.  Noble  Benedict,  of  the  Connecticut  Militia. 

sNathaniel(?)  Stevens,  of  Connecticut. 
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them  and  obliging  them  to  pay  exorbitantly  for  it.  Be  pleased 
to  enquire  into  this  matter  and  let  the  Officers  of  the  Guard 
look  to  it  in  future.  I  am  confident  it  is  an  imposition  without 
the  knowledge  or  concurrence  of  any  but  the  inferior  Officers. 
I  am  etc.7 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  13, 1780. 

Sir:  Your  Letter  of  Yesterday  with  the  enclosures  has  this 
moment  come  to  hand,  by  Express. 

You  are  undoubtedly  right  in  your  conjecture  of  the  Author 
of  the  letter  addressed  to  Major  De  Lancey,  the  contents  of 
which  were  suggested  to  him  for  communication. 

Notwithstanding  any  indiscretion  of  the  person8  in  ques- 
tion, he  may  be  employed  to  valuable  purposes,  and  I  am  suffi- 
ciently apprised  of  the  circumstances  to  prevent  his  doing  any 
injury.  At  the  same  time  I  applaud  your  zeal  and  attention  in 
attempting  to  detect  the  illicit  intercourse;  I  wish  him  to  be 
suffered  to  pursue  the  line  of  conduct  he  is  now  prosecuting: 
And  that  by  keeping  the  late  matter  to  yourself  as  far  as  prac- 
tocable,  this  plan  may  not  be  frustrated.  I  am  etc.9 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Monday,  August  14,  1780. 
Parole  Saxony.    Countersigns  Upton,  Vincent. 
Watchword  Enterprize. 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Nixon. 
At  five  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  the  Inspector  General 
will  take  four  battalions  from  the  second  line  and  perform  a 

'  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  after  he  fled 
to  the  British. 

8 Thomas  Poole,  former  lieutenant  in  the  Second  Continental  Dragoons.  He  re- 
signed in  September,  1778. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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March,  manner  of  entering  a  Camp,  service  of  the  Guards  and 
the  different  duties  in  Camp. 

The  division  and  brigade  inspectors,  Quarter  Masters  of 
Brigades  and  regiments  are  to  attend  to  this  Exercise. 

The  General  desires  all  superior  officers  also  who  are  not 
on  duty  to  attend,  for  which  purpose  the  exercise  of  two  bat- 
talions from  each  division  is  to  be  deferred  till  tomorrow  after- 
noon five  o'clock. 

Orderly  Serjeants  for  the  General  Court  martial  from  the 
Left  Wing  tomorrow. 

The  old  Soldiers  who  have  been  drafted  for  Waggoners  are 
immediately  to  be  relieved  by  an  equal  number  of  drafts  from 
the  regiments  which  they  were  drafted  from. 

No  sick  are  to  be  sent  to  the  Hospitals  unless  by  an  order 
from  the  Director  General  or  some  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Fly- 
ing Hospital. 

At  a  Division  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  An- 
gell  was  President  the  ioth.  of  July  last,  held  by  order  of  Major 
General  Lord  Stirling: 

Henry  Finn  of  Colonel  Angell's  regiment  was  tried  for 
"plundering  the  inhabitants  while  on  command  at  Paramus 
and  abusing  a  woman "  and  Acquitted :  He  is  to  be  released 
from  Confinement. 

At  the  same  Court  Lieutenant  Boss  of  the  fourth  Pennsyl- 
vania regiment  was  tried  on  the  following  charges. 

ist.  For  ungentlemanlike  behavior  in  imposing  a  false- 
hood on  Major  Church.  Also  for  Assisting  in  prosecuting  the 
Major  on  groundless  and  malicious  charges  to  the  prejudice 
of  Major  Church's  Character. 

2d.  For  being  frequently  intoxicated  with  Liquor  and  for 
beating  and  abusing  Soldiers  when  in  that  situation  contrary 
to  good  order. 
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3d.  For  Neglect  of  duty  and  for  unofEcerlike  behavior  in 
making  use  of  Expressions  unbecoming  the  Character  of  an 
Officer  and  Gentleman  against  Lieutenant  Colonel  Butler  and 
Major  Church:  also  for  a  breach  of  his  Arrest  on  other  charges 
subversive  of  good  order  and  Military  discipline. 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  the  4th.  charge  is  not  sup- 
ported and  that  the  1st.  2d.  3d.  and  5th  are  groundless  and 
malicious  they  therefore  acquit  him  of  the  whole  with  honor. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  confirms  the  opinion  of  the 
Court.  Lieutenant  Boss  is  released  from  Arrest. 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  14, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  been  honoured  with  Your  Excellys.  favour  of  the 
22  of  July  and  with  its  inclosure.  With  respect  to  appointing 
Officers  for  the  Levies,  Your  Excellency  I  presume  will  have  re- 
ceived before  this,  my  Letters  of  the  18  and  22  Ulto,  and  by 
which  You  would  find  that  I  had  arranged  the  matter,  as  far 
as  the  circumstances  I  was  possessed  of  would  admit,  in  conse- 
quence of  your  former  application.  But  as  the  Officers  of  the 
1  and  2  State  Regiments  were  not  included  and  they  are  com- 
plete, or  nearly  so,  in  their  number,  and  your  Excellency  has 
determined  that  these  Corps  shall  march  to  the  Southward, 
I  see  no  objection  to  their  receiving  a  proportion  of  the  Levies, 
and  the  less  so,  as  it  will  make  the  Officers  of  the  Other  Regi- 
ments, who  are  too  few,  more  competent  to  their  commands. 
I  shall  write  a  line  to  this  effect  to  Genl.  Muhlenberg  to  day. 
The  Levies,  I  find  by  a  Copy  of  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
5th  Inst,  are  to  join  the  Southern  Army.  It  is  certainly  much 
more  for  the  public  interest  that  these  Men  are  to  serve  till 
Deer.  178 1,  than  for  any  shorter  term,  and  I  most  earnestly 
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wish,  because  I  am  certain  the  interest,  if  not  the  absolute  safety 
and  existence  of  America  demands  it,  that  the  States  would  at 
once  attempt  to  raise  a  sufficient  number  of  Levies  for  the  War. 
The  expence  in  the  first  instance  would  be  very  little  greater 
than  the  enormous  bounties  now  paid  for  a  few  months  serv- 
ice, and  in  the  end  it  would  be  found  to  be  by  far  the  most 
ceconomical  plan,  both  as  to  money  and  as  to  Men.  To  our 
Army's  being  levied  on  a  short  and  temporary  footing,  the 
War  has  been  protacted  already  to  a  period,  to  which  I  am 
doubtful  whether  it  would  ever  have  otherwise  extended;  to 
this  we  may  ascribe  near  all  our  other  misfortunes  and  present 
embarrassments,  and  to  this  the  loss  of  our  liberties  and  Inde- 
pendence, if  the  fatal  event  should  take  place.  This  system  of 
politics  has  brought  us  very  low  indeed,  and  had  we  not  been 
held  up  by  providence  and  a  powerful  Ally,  we  must  have  sub- 
mitted before  this  to  the  Yoke  of  bondage.  A  perseverance  in 
the  system  may  yet  effect  it.  I  beg  Your  Excellency  to  pardon 
this  digression,  which  the  misfortunes  we  have  suffered  and 
the  difficulties  that  now  surround  us  have  led  me  as  it  were  to 
make  involuntarily.  I  am  happy  to  learn  by  Genl.  Muhlenburg 
that  several  of  our  Troops  have  escaped  from  Charles  Town, 
both  as  it  releases  them  from  Captivity,  and  as  it  adds  men  of 
service  and  tried  courage,  without  giving  an  equivalent  for 
them,  to  our  remaining  force.  The  General  mentions  that  he 
has  heard  200  have  returned,  which  I  consider  as  a  valuable 
acquisition;  but  he  adds  that  Many  of  them  tho'  they  were  en- 
gaged for  the  War,  conceive  themselves  discharged  by  reason 
of  their  captivity  and  escape  and  have  gone  to  their  homes.  It  is 
astonishing  that  they  should  have  taken  up  such  an  idea,  and 
I  have  directed  him  to  pursue  the  most  effectual  measures  to 
collect  them.  It  is  very  unfortunate  that  the  Navigation  of  the 
Bay  should  be  so  interrupted  and  destroyed,  and  as  I  imagine 
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that  the  Enemy's  frigates  are  now  drawn  from  thence,  I  would 
hope  that  means  will  have  been  found  to  drive  away  the 
smaller  pickerooning  craft.  Their  continuing  must  be  attended 
with  great  public  inconvenience  at  least,  and  be  highly  preju- 
dicial to  the  trade  of  Virginia  and  Maryland. 

I  informed  Your  Excellency  of  the  arrival  of  the  Armament 
from  France,  and  also  of  Admiral  Greaves's  with  six  ships  of 
the  line  on  the  part  of  the  British.  These  added  to  the  Ships  the 
Enemy  had  before,  give  them  a  decided  superiority  at  present 
over  the  French  Squadron  under  the  Chevr  de  Ternay,  and 
keep  it  blocked  up  at  Rhode  Island.  We  expect  a  reinforcement 
to  the  latter,  and  hope  it  will  be  such  as  to  turn  the  scale  of  su- 
periority and  that  it  will  arrive  before  it  is  long  and  effect  a 
junction,  as  upon  the  event  our  prospects  and  extensive  opera- 
tions must  depend  should  we  be  even  so  fortunate  as  to  get 
matters  in  good  train  on  our  own  part.  I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  From  the  information  I  have  received  that  there  are 
many  Deserters  in  the  State;  and  also  that  many  Soldiers  who 
have  been  captured  in  the  course  of  the  War,  and  escaped  from 
the  Enemy,  have  gone  to  their  homes  and  consider  themselves 
as  discharged  from  service.  I  have  been  induced  to  issue  the 
inclosed  proclamation  which  I  request  the  favor  of  Your  Ex- 
cellency to  have  published  in  the  News  Papers.10 

To  CAPTAIN  BENJAMIN  EDGAR  JOEL11 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  14, 1780. 
Sir:  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  Letters  of 
the  21st.  Ulto.  and  the  8th.  Instant  to  the  subject  of  which  I 
have  not  been  able  to  attend  untill  the  present  hour. 


10  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.   (See  Washington's  letter 
to  Gov.  Thomas  Jefferson,  Aug.  29,  1780,  post.) 
"Formerly  in  the  British  Army. 
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Whatever  favourable  opinion  I  might  entertain  of  your 
military  abilities  and  knowledge  in  your  profession  or  how- 
ever I  might  be  disposed  to  foster  and  cherish  Genius  and 
Merit  wherever  they  are  discovered;  circumstanced  as  you 
are;  I  should  not  think  myself  warranted  to  give  you  an  em- 
ployment in  the  Army  under  my  Command. 

Altho  I  do  not  conceive  it  expedient,  from  a  variety  of  con- 
siderations which  must  occur  to  every  one,  for  you  to  engage 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  yet  I  have  given  directions 
to  the  Board  of  War  for  your  immediate  liberation  from  the 
restraint  of  which  you  complain.  I  am  etc.12 

To  JOHN  NIXON  AND  GEORGE  CLYMER13 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  town,  August  14, 1780. 
Gentlemen:  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  without  date.14 
I  am  much  obliged  not  only  by  the  candid  manner  in  which 
you  have  laid  before  me  the  State  of  the  Bank,  but  by  your 
assurances  of  using  every  possible  exertion  to  afford  a  Sup- 
ply of  Bread  to  the  Army,  as  far  as  your  circumstances  will 
admit.  Of  this  although  I  do  not  entertain  a  doubt,  I  cannot 
help  expressing  my  apprehensions  that  we  shall  be  under  the 

12 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

lu Directors  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bank. 

"The  letter  from  Nixon  and  Clymer,  without  dated,  as  in  the  Washington  Papers,  as 
the  end  of  August.  It  stated:  "The  ground  work  [of  the  Bank]  was  a  deposit  of 
money  arising  from  subscription;  this  subscription  is  about  eleven  hundred  thousand 
pounds  continental  currency  of  which  we  are  now  in  the  receipt  of  two  payments  of 
ten  percent  each;  but  on  what  we  principally  acted  was  that  convenience,  the  trading 
people  would  find  in  lodging  their  money  in  the  bank,  taking  our  notes  payable  on  de- 
mand, by  which,  as  the  notes  might  be  expected  to  have  a  free  and  continued  circula- 
tion, we  should  have  the  command  of  a  vast  fund  for  our  purchases.  From  these  two 
sources  of  supply  we  have  as  yet  drawn  but  about  four  hundred  thousand  pounds  with 
a  well  grounded  confidence  however,  that  the  production  of  the  latter  will  be  propor- 
tionably  greater,  the  longer  it  remains  open  ...  it  will  be  proper  to  consider  the 
bank  rather  as  coming  in  aid  of  the  ordinary  means  of  supply,  than  as  being  in  itself 
equal  to  any  effect  without  them  .  .  .  but  'tho  we  cannot  venture  to  say  what  degree 
of  support  this  establishment  may  receive  from  the  publick.  we  can  assure  your  Excel- 
lency that  there  is  the  best  disposition  in  all  those  who  shall  have  the  conduct  if  it,  to 
extend  its  means  and  make  it  as  extensively  useful  as  possible." 
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necessity  of  placing  our  dependance  upon  you  for  the  principal 
part  of  our  support  in  the  Article  of  Flour,  at  least  untill  the 
Crops  of  Maryland,  New  Jersey  and  New  York  are  got  in  and 
are  fit  to  grind.  From  this  consideration,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
informed,  with  as  much  precision  as  the  nature  of  the  case  will 
admit,  what  quantity  of  Flour  I  may  depend  upon  from  the 
Bank,  (delivered  at  the  Army  at  or  near  this  place)  from  this 
time  to  the  ist.  of  October,  I  shall,  by  adding  this  to  our  other  re- 
sources, be  enabled  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  number  of  Men 
I  may  draw  together  with  a  probability  of  finding  subsistence 
for  them.  For  want  of  this  knowledge,  I  am  obliged  to  keep 
my  force  disjointed,  by  which  there  is  upon  the  whole  a  greater 
consumption,  than  when  an  Army  is  regularly  formed,  besides 
a  number  of  inconveniencies  and  expences  attending  the  keep- 
ing up  a  multiplicity  of  detached  posts.  I  have  the  honor  etc.15 

To  COLONEL  DANIEL  BRODHEAD 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  14, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  favours  of  The  29th  June  and 
21st  July.  Colo.  Bowmans16  apprehension  of  the  force  expected 
from  Canada  is  certainly  groundless,  as  what  men  can  be  spared 
from  the  Garrisons  of  the  upper  Country,  St.  Johns,  Montreal 
and  Quebec  are  now  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  Indians 
upon  the  Mohawk  River,  where  they  have  lately  done  consid- 
erable mischief. 

The  distress  on  the  score  of  provision  has  not  been  confined 
to  you  alone,  but  has  been  severely  experienced  in  every  quar- 
ter, and  I  think  you  will  be  very  happy  if  you  can  adopt  any 
expedient  to  supply  yourself  without  depending  wholly  upon 
the  Commissary  in  a  regular  way. 

15 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

10 Col.  Abraham  Bowman,  of  the  Eighth  Virginia  Regiment. 
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I  am  pleased  to  hear  of  the  success  of  the  parties  under  Cap- 
tains Brady17  and  Mclntire18  to  whom  you  will  be  pleased  to 
express  my  thanks  for  their  conduct.  These  affairs  tho'  appar- 
ently small  have  considerable  influence  upon  Indians. 

The  first  division  of  the  French  Fleet,  and  Army  consisting 
of  8  ships  of  the  line  and  5000  men  are  yet  at  Rhode  Island, 
waiting  the  arrival  of  the  second  division  now  hourly  expected. 

We  look  for  very  important  news  from  the  West  Indies  the 
whole  combined  force  of  France  and  Spain,  in  those  Seas,  hav- 
ing gone  down  it  is  said  against  Jamaica.  I  am  etc.19 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  town,  August  14, 1780. 

Gentlemen:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favors  of  the 
28th  ulto.  and  2d.  and  8th:  Inst.  Inclosed  you  have  an  account 
of  the  places  fixed  upon  for  the  deposit  of  the  several  Articles 
required  from  the  States  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  25th: 
Feby.  with  the  quantities  to  be  laid  up  at  each  post;  and  also 
an  account  of  the  demand  made  by  the  Committee  of  Coopera- 
tion on  the  2d.  June.  The  last  in  a  great  measure  supersedes 
the  necessity  of  the  first,  but  as  the  Board  did  not  particularly 
mention  which  was  wanted,  I  thought  it  best  to  transmit  both. 

I  have  no  yet  been  fully  informed  of  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  capture  of  Lieut.  Leonard20  and  the  others  sent  to 

17Capt.  Samuel  Brady,  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  served  to  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  had  made  a  successful  raid  on  Sandusky,  Ohio. 

"Capt.  Thomas  Mclntire,  of  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Independent  Company.  He 
had  ambuscaded  a  party  of  Indians  on  the  Ohio,  below  Fort  Mcintosh. 

19  From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City,  to 
the  librarian  of  which,  Miss  Florence  S.  Garing,  we  are  indebted  for  this  exact  copy 
of  the  text. 

^Lieut.  Samuel  Leonard,  of  the  Fifth  Battalion,  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  British 
provincial  troops. 
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Philada.  with  him.  I  only  know  that  they  came  out  under  the 
sanction  of  a  Flag,  but  there  being  something  irregular  in 
the  conduct  of  it,  the  Militia  of  Monmouth  thought  proper  to 
apprehend  and  secure  them. 

No  circumstances  or  proofs  appearing  to  induce  a  belief  that 
Mr.  Joel  came  over  from  the  British  Army  with  intentions  of 
remaining  among  us  for  dangerous  purposes,  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  discharge  him  from  confinement,  with  positive  in- 
junctions not  to  come  near  the  Army.  You  will  be  pleased  to 
deliver  the  inclosed  to  him,  which  contains  a  refusal  of  grant- 
ing his  request  to  admit  him  to  a  command  in  the  American 
Army. 

General  Knox,  some  little  time  ago  wrote  to  the  Board  and 
desired  that  a  certain  number  of  Rifles  and  a  proportionable 
quantity  of  Rifle  Powder  might  be  sent  forward  to  the  Army. 
Should  this  not  have  been  done  you  will  oblige  me  by  expedit- 
ing them,  as  the  Corps  for  which  they  are  intended  is  formed 
and  only  waiting  for  the  Arms.  I  have  the  honor  etc.21 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  August  14, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Colo.  Hay  proposes  to  send  down  a  person  into 
West  Chester  County  to  purchase  some  Cattle  which  are  there, 
and  as  he  will  have  occasion  to  go  where  there  may  be  danger 
either  from  the  Enemy  or  the  disaffected,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  directions  to  Colo.  Sheldon  to  afford  a  proper  party  to 
cover  Colo.  Hays  Agent  while  in  the  execution  of  the  business. 
I  am,  etc.22 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

22In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  after  he  fled 
to  the  British. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Tuesday,  August  15, 1780. 

Parole  Cambridge.    Countersigns  Free,  Hold. 

Watchword  Excel. 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Patterson. 

A  great  number  of  Horses  having  strayed  from  the  Pastures 
since  the  Army  has  been  on  this  Ground  and  as  it  may  be  sup- 
posed many  have  been  taken  up  by  waggoners  and  other  per- 
sons who  would  return  them  could  they  find  the  owners;  each 
colonel  or  commanding  officer  of  a  Corps  will  cause  a  strict  in- 
spection to  be  made  into  the  horses  of  their  regiments  or  Corps: 
The  Heads  of  the  several  Departments  will  take  the  same  meas- 
ures and  have  all  the  horses  not  belonging  to  them  sent  tomor- 
row at  orderly  time  to  the  Church  where  those  who  have  lost 
any  will  attend. 

The  officers  commanding  out  Posts  will  not  suffer  any  men 
on  horseback  to  go  out  of  Camp  without  a  pass  from  a  General 
officer. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  corps  of  Artillery  attach'd  to 
divisions  or  Brigades  are  not  to  be  furloughed  by  the  officers 
commanding  the  divisions  or  Brigades  as  it  is  irregular  and 
interferes  with  the  internal  arrangement  of  the  Corps. 

To  render  the  Camp  more  wholesome  and  for  the  better 
preservation  of  the  Tallow  and  the  hides  they  are  to  be  sent  to 
the  Commissary  of  hides  by  the  Brigade  Commissaries  every 
other  day  or  as  often  as  they  draw  provision  without  fail. 

Orderlies  for  the  Court  martial  tomorrow  from  the  right 
wing. 

The  same  number  for  fatigue  from  each  wing  as  ordered  the 
12th.  Instant  to  be  sent  to  Dobbs  Ferry  tomorrow  morning  five 
o'clock  with  their  Arms  and  two  days  Provisions. 
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*To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  15, 1780. 

Sir :  As  you  are  retiring  from  the  Office  of  Quarter  Master 
General  and  have  requested  my  sense  of  your  conduct  and 
Services  while  you  acted  in  it,  I  shall  give  it  to  you  with  the 
greatest  chearfulness  and  pleasure. 

You  conducted  the  various  and  important  duties  of  it  with 
capacity  and  diligence;  entirely  to  my  satisfaction,  and  as  far  as 
I  had  an  oppertunity  of  knowing  with  the  strictest  integrity. 

When  you  were  prevailed  on  to  undertake  the  Office  in 
March  1778  it  was  in  great  disorder  and  confusion  and  by  ex- 
traordinary exertions  you  so  arranged  it,  as  to  enable  the  Army 
to  take  the  Field  the  moment  it  was  necessary,  and  to  move 
with  rapidity  after  the  Enemy  when  they  left  Philadelphia. 

From  that  period  to  the  present  time,  your  exertions  have 
been  equally  great;  have  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  result  of 
System,  and  to  have  been  well  calculated  to  promote  the  inter- 
est and  honor  of  your  Country.  And  in  fine  I  cannot  but  add, 
that  the  States  have  had  in  you,  in  my  opinion,  an  able,  upright 
and  diligent  Servant.  I  am  etc. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL  PETER  MUHLENBERG 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  15, 1780. 

Sir :  I  have  reed,  your  f  avr.  of  the  1st :  instant  inclosing  a  more 
exact  return  of  the  Officers  remaining  in  Virginia  than  had 
been  before  transmitted ;  such  of  them  as  were  not  noticed  in 
the  arrangement  transmitted  on  the  18th:  July,  may  be  now 
introduced  upon  the  same  principles  which  governed  in  mak- 
ing that  arrangement. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Jefferson  in  a  letter  of  the  22d  July 
has  mentioned  the  circumstances  of  the  two  State  Regiments 
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which  have  complete  Corps  of  Officers,  but  very  few  Men:  and 
has  proposed  that  as  they  are  also  to  go  to  the  southward,  they 
shall  have  a  proportion  of  the  three  thousand  recruits.  To  this, 
as  I  could  see  no  reasonable  objection,  I  have  assented. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  so  great  a  number  of  our  prisoners 
have  escaped  from  Charles  town,  but  it  will  be  no  advantage  to 
the  public,  more  than  saving  the  exchange  of  so  many,  if  the 
plea  of  their  being  freed  from  their  former  engagements  is 
allowed.  There  can  be  no  possible  foundation  for  any  such 
claim,  and  I  beg  you  will  take  the  most  effectual  measures  for 
informing  them  that  they  will,  if  apprehended,  be  treated  as 
deserters,  if  they  do  not  return  in  some  given  time. 

I  have,  by  this  conveyance,  forwarded  a  proclamation  to  the 
Governor  offering  a  pardon  to  deserters  who  will  come  in  by 
a  limited  time,  and  taking  in  the  case  of  those  who  have  made 
their  escape  from  the  Enemy  and  gone  home.  I  am  &c.23 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  ADMIRALTY 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  15, 1780. 
Gentn:  In  a  letter  which  I  have  lately  received  from  the 
Chevalier  de  Ternay,  in  answer  to  one  in  which  I  informed 
him  that  the  American  Frigates  were  directed  by  Congress  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  Fleet  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  is 
the  following  Paragraph  "  I  propose  to  your  Excellency  to  have 
escorted  by  these  Frigates  to  the  port  of  Boston,  a  Vessel  loaded 
with  Flour  by  Mr.  Holker24  for  the  Squadron  of  the  King 
of  France,  and  which  Vessel  is  at  present  in  the  Delaware. 
It  would  be  necessary  in  this  case,  that  they  take  their  Route 
a  little  large,  that  they  may  not  fall  too  near  this  place,  the 


'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
'John  Holker.  He  was  French  consul  at  Philadelphia. 
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Frigates  of  Arbuthnot  being  able  to  extend  their  cruisers  to  the 
shoals  of  Nantucket."  The  French  Admiral  also  wishes  that  if 
the  Saratoga  sloop  is  a  fast  sailer  and  not  otherwise  employed, 
she  may  be  suffered  to  carry  dispatches  to  the  Count  de  Guichen 
in  the  West  Indies. 

Should  not  these  plans  interfere  with  any  arrangements 
which  may  have  been  made  by  the  Board,  I  could  wish  that 
the  Frigates  and  Sloop  may  be  offered  to  the  Minister  of  France 
for  the  several  purposes  mentioned  by  the  Chevalier  de  Ternay. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.25 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  16, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  successively  received  your  two  letters  of  the  8th. 
and  10th: 

Other  pressing  occupations  prevent  my  entering  at  this  mo- 
ment into  the  particulars  of  the  last.  I  shall  content  myself  with 
observing  that  I  am  happy  to  find  our  ideas  are  substantially 
the  same,  and  I  hope  a  further  explanation  will  obviate  what- 
ever little  difference  there  may  be.26 

I  have  received  advices  that  the  enemy  are  again  preparing 
an  embarkation ;  the  number  of  troops  said  to  be  two  thousand ; 
pontons  and  waggons  have  been  put  on  board.  It  is  reported 
that  this  Corps  is  to  be  convoyed  by  the  foy-frigate  and  two 
Gallies.  If  so  it  is  for  some  coasting  expedition.  With  perfect 
attachment  etc.27 


2jThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

26 At  this  point  the  following  is  crossed  off  in  the  draft:  "I  shall  endeavour  to  pro- 
cure myself  the  happiness  of  the  interview  you  propose  as  soon  as  circumstances  will 
permit,  and  if  possible,  without  waiting  for  either  of  the  events  you  mention.  Such 
an  interview  if  practicable  cannot  but  be  useful." 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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To  CHEVALIER  DE  TERNAY 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  16, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  honored  with  your  favors  of  the  8th:  and 
10th:  of  this  month.  The  reasons  which  you  assign  for  prefer- 
ring the  Harbour  of  Boston  to  that  of  the  Delaware  for  the 
rendezvous  of  the  2d.  division  are  certainly  well  founded,  and 
I  hope,  from  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  to  give  them 
notice  of  the  position  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot's  Fleet,  that  they 
will  reach  one  or  the  other  of  those  ports  in  safety. 

I  immediately  communicated  to  the  Board  of  Admiralty  at 
Philada:  your  opinion  of  the  most  advantageous  manner  of 
employing  the  American  Frigates  and  Saratoga  Sloop  untill 
circumstances  shall  admit  of  our  commencing  serious  opera- 
tions against  the  enemy;  and  I  have  advised  them,  should  it  not 
interfere  with  any  arrangements  which  may  have  been  pre- 
viously made,  to  adopt  the  measures  recommended  by  you. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.28 

To  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  16, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  Your  Excellency  a  letter 
which  came  under  cover  to  me  from  the  Count  De  Rocham- 
beau.  I  think  the  plan  of  engaging  the  German  Deserters  will 
answer  a  good  purpose. 

The  Chevalier  De  Ternay  has  applied  to  me  to  have  a  Vessel 
loaded  with  flour  now  in  the  Delaware  convoyed  by  the  Con- 
tinental Frigates  to  Boston  and  the  Sloop  Saratoga  sent  to  the 
West  Indies  with  his  last  dispatches  to  the  Count  De  Guichen. 

23  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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I  have  written  to  the  Board  of  admiralty  urging  their  com- 
pliance with  these  requests  on  your  application.  I  have  the 
honor  &c.29 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
SAMUEL  HOLDEN  PARSONS 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  16, 1780. 

Sir :  The  number  of  Officers  who  are  absent  from  the  Con- 
necticut line  on  the  recruiting  service  and  for  other  purposes  is 
so  great,  that  those  remaining  in  Camp  are  scarcely  sufficient 
to  perform  the  necessary  duties  of  it.  I  entreat  you  therefore  to 
order  on  all  the  latter,  and  as  many  of  the  former  as  can  possibly 
be  dispensed  with.  Your  knowledge  of  the  circumstances  will 
enable  you  to  point  out  the  number  to  be  left,  and  the  places 
where  they  should  remain,  to  collect  and  forward  the  recruits. 
And  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  directions  accordingly. 

I  am  sorry  to  find  still  so  great  a  deficiency  in  the  levies  which 
were  ordered  for  the  Connecticut  Line.  And  wish  to  be  in- 
formed what  your  prospects  are  respecting  those  yet  wanting. 
I  am  etc.30 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  UDNY  HAY 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  town,  August  16, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  some  days  ago  reed,  your  favr.  of  the  9th:  inclos- 
ing the  Copy  of  an  agreement  made  with  Major  Fonda31  for 
the  subsistence  of  the  Oneida  Indians.  As  this  has  been  already 
confirmed  by  Colonel  Van  Schaick  who  had  my  orders  (upon 
the  request  of  the  Commissioners  for  Indian  Affairs)  to  supply 

29  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  in  the 
Paris  Archives,  Aff.  Etrang.,  Mems.  et  Docs.,  E.  U.,  vol.  6. 

30  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
wMaj.  Jellis  Fonda,  of  the  Tryon  County  (N.  Y.)  militia. 
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these  people,  I  do  not  conceive  that  there  is  any  occasion  for  a 
further  ratification  by  me.  I  am  etc.32 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown, 
Wednesday,  August  16, 1780. 

Parole  Africa.    Countersigns  Alfred,  Arms. 

Watchword  Keep  Time. 

For  the  day  tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Wayne. 

The  Orderly  Serjeants  for  court  martial  from  the  Left  wing 
tomorrow. 

Trowsers  having  been  lately  drawn  for  the  Troops  instead 
of  overalls  the  General  recommends  it  to  the  officers  to  have 
them  immediately  altered  into  overalls  which  have  a  much 
better  military  appearance. 

As  it  is  necessary  for  the  noncommissioned  officers  to  have 
side  Arms  and  they  are  not  provided  with  Sabres  the  order  for 
delivering  in  the  Bayonet  belts  so  far  as  respects  them  is  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  Officers  of  the  day  are  reminded  of  the  order  of  the  31st. 
of  January  last  directing  the  old  and  new  officers  of  the  day  to 
attend  at  Head  Quarters  at  one  o'clock. 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  17, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  Excellency's  favor,  of  the  4th: 

Inst.  As  soon  as  I  found  that  Sir  Henry  Clintons  return  from 

the  Eastward  had  frustrated  the  enterprise  which  I  had  in 

contemplation,  I  directed  Colo.  Seely  to  return  to  Morristown 

32 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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with  the  Militia  and  wrote  to  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the 
State  detachment  in  Monmouth  to  remain  there.  By  a  return 
from  Colo.  Seely  of  the  ioth.  Inst,  his  numbers  only  amounted 
to  443  and  by  a  return  of  the  same  date  from  the  command- 
ing Officer  of  the  Jersey  Brigade  only  159  Recruits  had  then 
joined,  and  I  hear  of  none  since.  These  deficiencies  especially 
in  the  last,  are  so  great,  and  operate  so  seriously  upon  our  plans, 
that  I  am  obliged  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  the  absolute 
necessity  of  calling  upon  the  proper  Officers  in  the  respective 
Counties  to  know  how  far  they  have  succeeded  in  procuring 
the  quotas  allotted  to  them;  how  many  Men  they  have  sent 
forward  and  whether  they  have  any,  or  what  prospects  of  ob- 
taining the  remainder.  I  advert  more  particularly  to  the  Levies 
for  the  Continental  Battalions.  Your  Excellency  must  be  sen- 
sible that  unless  the  number  of  Men  demanded  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Cooperation  in  conjunction  with  me  can  be  brought 
into  the  field,  any  attempt  against  the  Enemy  in  New  York 
must  be  fruitless  and  attended  not  only  with  disgrace  but  with 
an  immense  accumulation  of  expence.  Our  Calculations  were 
founded  upon  a  pretty  exact  knowledge  of  the  strength  of  the 
Garrison,  and  I  do  assure  you,  our  regulations  were  as  mod- 
erate as  circumstances  would  possibly  admit.  Should  our  con- 
tinental Battalions  remain  uncompleted,  the  consequence  will 
be,  that  we  must  either  totally  abandon  an  enterprise  upon 
which  the  hopes  of  the  States  and  the  expectations  of  our 
Allies  are  fixed,  or  we  must  make  up  the  deficiency  by  an  in- 
creased demand  of  Militia.  How  distressing  this  will  be  to  the 
people,  how  incompetent  to  the  end  and  how  distructive  to 
our  slender  magazines  of  every  kind,  your  Excellency  can  as 
well  conceive  as  I  can  describe. 

I  am  persuaded  I  need  not  make  use  of  further  arguments 
to  induce  an  exertion  to  collect  and  send  forward  all  the  Men 
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actually  raised  under  the  late  law,  and  if  that  should  be  found 
incompetent  to  the  end  of  obliging  those  Counties  which  are 
still  deficient  to  provide  their  quotas,  to  fall,  without  loss  of 
time,  upon  some  more  effectual  measures  for  that  purpose.  I 
have  the  honor  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  reed,  advice  from  Newport  that  the  greater 
part  of  the  fleet  of  Victuallers  and  Merchant  men  bound  from 
England  to  Quebec  had  been  taken  by  the  Eastern  privateers. 
Sixteen  of  the  prizes  had  arrived  in  the  different  ports.  6  levies 
only  have  joined  since  the  return  of  the  ioth.  I  have  appointed 
the  ist.  Septr.  for  the  trial  of  Moody33  at  this  place.  If  your 
Excellency  knows  of  any  material  evidences  agt.  him,  be 
pleased  to  direct  them  to  attend.34 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown, 
Thursday,  August  17, 1780. 
Parole  Frederick.    Countersigns  K.,  P. 
Watchword  Be  Alert. 

For  the  day  tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Huntington. 
Orderly  Serjeants  for  court  martial  from  the  right  Wing. 
The  Division  General  courtmartial  whereof  Colonel  Angell 
is  President,  is  Dissolved. 

To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  17, 1780. 
Sir:  When  I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  You  Yesterday, 
from  the  hurry  I  was  in,  I  omitted  to  mention,  that  Major  Gen- 
eral Heath  would  remain  with  You  agreeable  to  your  request, 

83 Lieut.  James  Moody,  of  the  First  Battalion,  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  British  provin- 
cial troops. 

84 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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till  I  should  think  it  necessary  for  him  to  join  the  Army.  I  write 
to  him  upon  the  subject  to  day.  I  have  also  given  the  Minister 
my  opinion  in  favor  of  the  utility  of  your  proposal  for  engaging 
Hessian  Deserters. 

Your  Excellencys  Letter  of  the  12th  came  to  hand  last  night. 
I  had  heard  before  of  the  prize  Mr.  Greaves  had  taken  and 
from  her  value,  not  without  concern.  From  your  intelligence 
that  the  Ships  you  fought  with,  were  from  Jamaica,  it  would 
seem  that  the  Count  De  Guichen35  would  find  no  marine 
force  to  give  him  the  least  opposition  when  he  arrived.  Pos- 
sibly it  might  have  been  better,  if  these  had  remained  there,  as 
it  would  have  taken  from  Mr.  Rodney's  strength  while  they 
would  have  been  too  inconsiderable  to  have  made  any  great  re- 
sistance. But  from  the  pleasing  superiority  which  the  Count 
has  in  Ships,  and  the  skill  and  bravery  of  himself,  and  of  his 
Officers  and  Men,  I  am  led  to  expect  the  most  favourable  and 
happy  issue  to  the  Expedition,  tho  Mr.  Rodney  should  arrive 
with  his  combined  force,  before  it  was  compleated.  From  some 
Letters  received  from  the  Eastward,  it  appears  the  British  fleet 
bound  to  Quebec,  has  been  very  severely  handled  indeed.  I  shall 
be  happy  if  that  expected  at  New  York  from  Cork  with  Pro- 
vision, shares  the  same  or  a  worse  fate.  I  have  received  further 
Accounts  that  an  embarkation,  as  I  mentioned  yesterday,  is 
going  on.  I  have  the  Honor  etc.30 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  17, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  successively  Your  three  favors 
of  the  9th.  12th.  and  13th.  with  their  Inclosures.  With  respect  to 

35  Louis  Urbain  du  Bouexic,  Comte  de  Guichen.  He  was  lieutenant  general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  the  French  Navy  in  the  West  Indies. 

36  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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the  Militia  or  Three  months  Men  as  they  are  called,  I  do  not 
wish  them  to  leave  the  Count  as  long  as  he  shall  think  their 
services  really  essential;  but  when  he  judges  that  he  can  part 
with  them  without  injury  or  inconvenience,  the  whole,  as  well 
those  furnished  by  Rhode  Island  as  those  from  the  Massachu- 
setts, will  proceed  to  Peeks  Kill.  When  they  march  You  will 
advise  me  of  it,  that  I  may  meet  the  Officer  commanding  them, 
with  Orders  for  his  further  destination  when  he  arrives  at 
Claverack. 

As  to  your  wishes  to  join  the  Army;  As  I  observed  before, 
your  aid  may  be  very  material  to  the  Count,  and  as  we  have  no 
prospect  of  immediate,  active  operations,  I  would  rather  wish 
You  to  remain  with  him  longer.  I  thought  it  essential  in  the 
first  instance,  that  there  should  be  an  Officer  of  rank  sent  to 
him,  and  a  variety  of  reasons  concurred  to  induce  me  to  believe 
that  You  would  answer  the  important  objects  I  had  in  view, 
as  well,  at  least,  as  any  I  could  choose.  I  have  not  been  disap- 
pointed in  the  least  in  my  expectations;  and  the  Count  himself 
judges  your  continuing  very  essential  and  expressed  himself  in 
the  following  manner  upon  the  subject,  several  days  ago: 
"  I  shall  keep  with  me,  if  you  think  proper,  Genl  Heath,  whose 
ardor,  spirit  and  activity  are  absolutely  necessary  to  me."  For 
these  several  considerations,  I  wish  you  to  reconcile  Yourself  to 
remaining  with  him  a  while;  which  will  be  the  more  easy, 
when  You  consider  that  You  will  be  fully  advertised  whenever 
we  are  in  a  situation  to  attempt  any  thing  offensive  on  a  great 
scale,  and  will  have  your  command. 

I  return  You  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial,  as  your 
powers  are  fully  competent  to  the  case  it  respects,  and  you  will 
act  in  the  affair  as  you  shall  judge  proper. 

I  am  exceedingly  happy  to  hear  of  the  success  of  the  Eastern 
Cruizers  against  the  Fleet  bound  to  Quebec,  and  hope  that  the 
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Sixteen  prizes  already  arrived,  will  be  followed  by  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Fleet  or  the  greatest  part  of  it.  A  stroke  of  this 
kind  against  the  Provision  Vessels  expected  from  Cork,  to  fol- 
low this,  would  be  very  interesting.  I  hope  it  will  happen. 

From  advices  I  have,  the  Enemy  are  again  preparing  an  em- 
barkation. The  number  of  Troops  is  said  to  be  about  Two 
Thousand  and  from  several  circumstances  it  would  seem,  that 
they  are  intended  for  some  coasting  expedition.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  On  further  consideration  the  Rhode  Island  Militia  or 
Three  months  men  will  not  proceed  till  further  orders  or  till 
the  French  Troops  advance.37  [ms.h.s.] 

To  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  COOPERATION 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  17, 1780. 

Gentlemen:  We  are  now  arrived  at  the  middle  of  August; 
if  we  are  able  to  undertake  any  thing  in  this  quarter  this  cam- 
paign, our  operations  must  commence  in  less  than  a  month 
from  this,  or  it  will  be  absolutely  too  late.  It  will  then  be  much 
later  than  were  to  be  wished;  and  with  all  the  exertions  that 
can  be  made,  we  shall  probably  be  greatly  straitened  in  time. 

But  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  you,  that  our  prospects  of 
operating  diminish  in  proportion  as  the  effects  of  our  applica- 
tions to  the  respective  states  unfold;  and  I  am  sorry  to  add,  that 
we  have  every  reason  to  apprehend,  we  shall  not  be  in  a  con- 
dition at  all  to  undertake  any  thing  decisive. 

The  completion  of  our  Continental  batalions  to  their  full 
establishment  of  five  hundred  and  four  rank  and  file,  has  been 
uniformly  and  justly  held  up  as  the  basis  of  offensive  opera- 
tions. How  far  we  have  fallen  short  of  this,  the  following  state 
of  the  levies  received  and  of  the  present  deficiencies  will  show. 

37  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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By  a  return  to  the  16th:  instant  we  had  received  from 

Rank  and  file 

New  Hampshire 457 

Massachusetts 2898 

Rhode  Island 502 

Connecticut 1356 

New  York 283 

New  Jersey 165 

Pensylvania 482 


6i43 
The  deficiencies  of  the  batalions  from  a  return  of  the  12th; 
allowing  for  the  levies  since  arrived  to  the  16th  are 

Rank  &  file 

Of  New  Hampshire 3  batalions  ....  248 

Of  Massachusetts  including 

Jackson's  adopted 16  batallions. . . .  3514 

Of  Rhode  Island 2       do   198 

Of  Connecticut,  including 

Webbs  batalion  adopted 1 866 

Of  New  York 5  batallions ....  1234 

New  Jersey 3       do  569 

Pensylvania n        do   2768 


In  the  whole I0397  rank 

and  file 

If  the  amount  of  these  deficiencies,  and  the  detached  corps 
necessarily  on  the  frontier,  and  at  particular  posts  be  deducted, 
and  a  proper  allowance  made  for  the  ordinary  casualties  and 
for  the  extra  calls  upon  the  army  for  waggoners,  artificers  &c, 
it  will  be  easy  to  conceive  how  inadequate  our  operating  force 
must  be  to  any  capital  enterprise  against  the  enemy.  It  is  indeed 
barely  sufficient  for  defence. 

Hitherto,  all  the  Militia  for  three  months  that  have  taken 
the  field  under  my  orders  have  been  about 
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700  from  New  Hampshire;  1700  from  Massachusetts;  800 
from  New  York;  500  from  New  Jersey. 

A  part  of  the  Eastern  Militia  has  been  detained  to  assist  our 
allies  at  Rhode  Island,  and  will  shortly  march  to  join  the  army. 
But  from  all  the  information,  I  have,  the  number  of  Militia 
will  fall  as  far  short  of  the  demand  as  the  Continental  troops; 
and  from  the  slow  manner  in  which  the  latter  have  for  some 
time  past  come  in,  I  fear  we  have  had  nearly  the  whole  we  are 
to  expect. 

In  the  article  of  provisions  our  prospects  are  equally  unfa- 
vourable. We  are  now  fed  by  a  precarious  supply  from  day  to 
day.  The  Commissary,  from  what  has  been  done  in  the  several 
states,  so  far  from  giving  assurances  of  a  continuance  of  this 
supply,  speaks  in  the  most  discouraging  terms;  as  you  will  per- 
ceive by  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  15th 38  in  which  he 
proposes  the  sending  back  the  Pensylvania  Militia,  who  were  to 
assemble  at  Trenton  the  12th,  on  the  principle  of  a  failure  of 
supplies. 

As  to  forage  and  transportation,  our  prospects  are  still  worse : 
These  have  lately  been  principally  procured  by  military  im- 
press; a  mode  too  violent  unequal  oppressive  and  consequently 
odious  to  the  people  to  be  long  practiced  with  success. 

In  this  state  of  things,  Gentlemen,  I  leave  it  to  your  own 
judgment  to  determine  how  little  it  will  be  in  my  power  to 
answer  the  public  expectation,  unless  more  competent  means 
can  be,  and  are  without  delay,  put  into  my  hands.  From  the 
communications  of  the  General  and  Admiral  of  our  allies, 
the  second  division  without  some  very  unfortunate  contrariety, 
will  in  all  probability,  arrive  before  the  time  mentioned  as  the 
ultimate  period  for  commencing  our  operations.  I  submit  it  to 

38  The  original  of  the  letter  from  Col.  Ephraim  Blaine  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
A  copy  is  filed  with  Washington's  letter  in  the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress. 
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you  whether  it  will  not  be  adviseable,  immediately,  to  lay  be- 
fore the  several  states  a  view  of  our  circumstances  at  this  junc- 
ture, in  consequence  of  which  they  may  take  their  measures. 
I  have  the  honor,  etc.39 

N.  B.  The  return  of  The  Rhode  Island  recruits  is  of  the  last 
of  July,  more  may  have  since  joined.  There  is  a  body  of  Con- 
necticut state  troops  and  militia  employed  in  preparing  fas- 
cines &c.  on  the  sound.40 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Friday,  August  18, 1780. 

Parole  Westerley.    Countersigns  Take,  Care. 

Watchword  Be  attentive. 

For  the  day  Tomorrow    Brigadier  General  Stark. 

In  the  present  state  of  our  Magazines  of  provisions  it  is  of  the 
greatest  importance  that  we  should  use  all  possible  Oeconomy 
and  Care  in  the  distribution. 

The  General  therefore  directs  and  earnestly  requests  all  offi- 
cers who  sign  returns  to  be  particularly  circumspect  in  prevent- 
ing imposition  by  which  he  will  render  an  essential  service  to 
the  army  and  to  his  Country. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  town,  August  19, 1780. 
Dear  Sir :  I  yesterday  reed,  your  f avr.  of  the  16th  with  a  Re- 
turn of  your  provision  Magazine  inclosed.  I  approve  of  your 
refraining  from  the  use  of  the  Salt  provision  to  the  last  extrem- 
ity. The  Commissary  generally  directs  a  proportion  of  Cattle 
to  be  left  on  the  other  side  the  River  for  the  troops  at  West 

30  As  a  result  of  this  letter  the  committee  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  States  on 
Aug.  9,  1780,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
40In  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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point,  and  he  has  lately  had  orders  to  that  effect.  Should  Colo. 
Livingston  find  that  none  of  the  next  droves  are  apportioned 
to  that  post,  he  must  undoubtedly  stop  some.  You  very  well 
know  the  derangement  of  the  Commissary  as  well  as  all  the 
other  departments,  and  you  must  not  therefore  be  surprised  at 
living  from  hand  to  mouth.  Mr.  Foot 41  appears  to  me  to  have 
gone  off  with  intent  to  procure  Cattle  to  the  Eastward,  seeing 
no  prospect  of  receiving  any  at  the  post  where  he  usually  re- 
sided. I  do  not  know  by  what  authority  he  is  appointed,  or 
what  are  the  Rules  prescribed  for  his  conduct,  and  I  cannot 
therefore  determine  how  far  he  is  liable  to  an  arrest  for  remov- 
ing at  this  time  from  Crompond. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  have  Moody  kept  carefully  confined 
(without  Irons  except  he  should  make  any  attempt  towards  an 
escape)  untill  the  latter  end  of  the  month  and  then  send  him 
down  under  the  care  of  an  Officer  and  party.  I  shall  fix  the  ist. 
Septemr.  for  his  trial  and  give  notice  to  the  Evidences  against 
him  to  attend.  If  what  is  alledged  against  him  be  true,  he  has 
departed  from  the  proper  line  of  conduct  of  an  Officer  and 
must  expect  to  be  treated  accordingly.  I  know  nothing  of 
Burtis42  and  therefore  conclude  he  was  left  under  sentence  by 
General  Howe. 

You  must  do  the  best  you  can  with  the  very  few  Waggons 
you  have.  We  have  in  fact  no  Quarter  Master  General  now, 
and  I  have  not  heard  from  neither  do  I  know  when  to  expect 
Colo.  Pickering.43  I  am  etc.44 

"Ebenezer  Foot.  He  was  receiver  of  cattle  for  the  Quartermaster  Department. 

"William  Burtis.  He  was  a  loyalist  of  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 

43  Col.  Timothy  Pickering.  He  was  made  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Continental 
Army  on  Aug.  5,  1780,  and  served  to  July  25,  1783;  United  States  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral from  August,  1791,  to  December,  1794;  United  States  Secretary  of  War  from 
January,  1795,  to  December,  1795;  United  States  Secretary  of  State  from  August, 
J795)  t°  May,  1800. 

^In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point 
after  he  fled  to  the  British. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Saturday,  August  19, 1780. 

Parole  Europe.    Countersigns  Essex,  Eden. 

Watchword  Expectation. 

For  the  day  tomorrow.    Brigadier  General  Irvine. 

A  sub,  serjeant,  corporal  and  twenty  men  from  the  right 
wing  to  be  paraded  on  the  Grand  parade  tomorrow  at  guard 
mounting  with  two  days  Provisions  their  Arms  &ca.  they  are 
to  repair  the  roads.  Mr.  Shute45  will  give  them  directions. 

A  serjeant  and  ten  from  the  Leftwing  and  three  Masons  for 
fatigue  to  build  ovens. 

It  affords  the  Commander  in  Chief  very  singular  pleasure 
to  receive  from  the  Inspector  General  so  favorable  a  report  of 
the  progress  made  by  the  new  Levies  in  their  Exercise  and 
Manoeuvres  and  of  the  diligence  and  indefatigable  pains  with 
which  the  officers  are  endeavouring  to  render  them  more  per- 
fect. For  their  Attention  to  this  duty  he  begs  them  to  accept 
his  Thanks. 

It  is  expected  that  the  men  for  daily  Guards  will  appear  upon 
the  Grand  and  other  Parades  shaved,  combed  and  powdered 
and  their  Cloaths  as  clean  as  Circumstances  will  admit. 

Although  our  situation  unhappily  does  not  allow  us  to  make 
as  military  an  appearance  as  could  be  wished  in  the  last  respect 
yet  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  officers  to  see  the  first  carried  into 
Execution.  The  officers  of  the  day  will  pay  particular  attention 
to  this  matter  and  when  any  men  are  found  defective  as  to  the 
above  report  the  Corps  to  which  they  belong. 

It  has  been  reported  to  the  General  that  notwithstanding 
the  regulations  are  expressly  to  the  contrary  soldiers  have  been 

""'Lieut.  Samuel  Moore(?)  Shute,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment. 
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stop'd  at  the  advanced  Picquets  with  passes  signed  even  by 
Serjeants.  To  remedy  this  evil  officers  commanding  Guards 
are  expressly  ordered  to  stop  confine,  and  send  back  to  his  regi- 
ment every  Soldier  who  has  not  a  pass  agreeable  to  the  Regu- 
lations, with  the  Pass  itself,  that  the  Colonel  or  commandant 
may  have  an  opportunity  of  discovering  and  bringing  to  pun- 
ishment those  who  undertake  to  grant  passes  without  authority. 
The  passes  of  Heads  of  Departments  to  any  persons  within 
their  respective  lines  are  to  be  valid. 

Instead  of  the  usual  exercise  on  the  Grand  parade  the  Bri- 
gade Major  of  the  day  will  in  future  perform  the  service  of  the 
guards  as  prescribed  in  the  regulations  Chapter  22;  in  doing 
this  the  following  method  will  be  observed: 

First.  An  Officer,  one  serjeant,  one  Corporal,  two  Drums  and 
fifes  and  twenty  seven  privates  will  mount  Guard  in  front  of 
the  parade  representing  a  Camp  guard  and  will  place  the  nine 
Centinels  as  prescribed  by  Article  1st.  Second.  The  Guard  will 
turn  out  under  Arms  as  prescrib'd  4th.  Third.  The  Centinels 
will  be  relieved  as  in  Article  3d.  Fourth.  The  Guard  will  be 
visited  by  the  officer  of  the  day  as  in  5th.  Fifth.  The  Guard  will 
receive  the  Grand  rounds  as  in  Arte.  5th.  Sixth.  The  rounds 
and  patroles  will  go  as  in  Article  4th. 

The  Centinel  nearest  to  the  one  before  the  Guard  must  be  in- 
structed that  at  the  approach  of  a  General  or  Officer  of  the  day 
he  is  to  call  out  loud  "to  Arms"  and  not  "Turn  out  the  Guard" 
as  has  been  usually  practised. 

In  order  to  execute  the  above  with  more  advantage  instead 
of  the  two  Wing  parades  directed  in  the  order  of  the  9th.  instant 
there  shall  be  one  Grand  Parade  for  the  whole  army  for  which 
some  Central  and  convenient  spot  is  to  be  immediately  chosen. 

The  Drummers  and  Fifers  till  further  orders  are  to  practice 
between  the  hours  of  nine  and  eleven  in  the  morning  and  of 
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four  and  six  in  the  afternoon  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  18th. 
of  June  last. 

„      ,     ,      [Lieutenant  Colonels  Commandant  |  _    .  ,  *' 
rortheday  L  .     ,   ,,  .     c    .,  Smith. 

;  I  Brigade  Major  Smith. 

To  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REED 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  20,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  had  this  morning  the  honor  of  yours  of  the  17th: 
from  Trenton.  When  I  ordered  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania 
to  assemble  at  their  place  of  rendezvous,  I  was  in  hopes  that 
our  supply  of  provisions  would  have  been  adequate  to  their 
subsistence  with  the  Army;  But  [from  repeated,  and  lately  a 
pointed  representation  from  the  Commissary  Genl.]  I  find 
myself  very  unfortunately  disappointed.  I  can,  with  every  ex- 
ertion, scarcely  keep  the  Army  in  this  Camp  (entirely  Conti- 
nental) fed  from  day  to  day.  In  this  situation  it  will  be  only 
adding  to  our  distress  to  bring  forward  the  Men  under  your 
Excellency's  command;  to  halt  them  any  where  between  this 
and  Delaware,  would  be  in  fact  the  same  thing,  and  altho' 
ordering  them  back  to  their  Counties  may  be  attended  with 
some  inconveniences  and  delays  hereafter,  yet  necessity  con- 
strains me  to  do  it  in  some  measure.  I  would  wish  you  im- 
mediately to  send  orders  to  those  of  the  remoter  Counties  who 
have  not  joined  you,  to  return  for  the  present,  but  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  move  again  upon  the  shortest  no- 
tice. Should  you  be  of  opinion  that  those  of  Philada.  and  the 
neighbouring  Counties  who  are  already  embodied  and  under 
your  command  could  take  a  position  in  the  County  of  Bucks 
where  they  could  be  subsisted  without  interfering  with  the  sup- 
plies coming  on  for  the  Army,  I  should  prefer  it  to  disbanding 
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them,  [for  to  be  candid  I  fear  so  much  time  will  be  lost  in 
getting  them  out  again  after  the  2d.  division  of  French  Troops 
and  Ships  (hourly  expected)  arrive,  that  the  Season  for  action 
will  have  glided  away  and  we  on  that  acct  shall  be  unable  to 
prosecute  the  intended  operation.]  But  should  your  Excellency 
be  of  opinion  that  they  may  return  home  and  be  collected  again 
in  the  course  of  a  few  days  when  wanted,  I  shall  have  no 
objections.  The  Delaware  Militia  being  but  a  handful  of  Men, 
and  those  armed  and  accoutred  by  the  public,  I  have  thought 
it  better  to  order  them  forward,  than,  by  countermanding 
them,  run  the  risque  of  losing  the  public  stores  which  they  have 
drawn.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  providing  your 
people  with  Camp  Equipage,  as  it  would  not  have  been  in  my 
power  to  have  furnished  them  with  a  sufficient  quantity,  if 
with  any  at  all. 

It  is  a  most  mortifying  reflexion  that  we  should  not  at  this 
advanced  period  of  the  Campaign  have  Magazines  of  provi- 
sion for  even  one  half  the  men  necessary  for  our  intended 
operations.  I  can  only  hope  that  this  is  owing  to  the  new  Crop 
not  having  yet  come  into  use,  and  that  by  the  time  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  2d.  division,  upon  which  the  commencement  of 
our  operations  will  depend,  we  shall  be  in  a  situation  to  draw 
a  head  of  Men  together.  I  have  every  assurance  from  the 
French  Land  and  Sea  Commanders  that  the  second  division 
may,  without  some  very  unexpected  accident,  be  daily  ex- 
pected. Should  we  upon  the  arrival  of  this  reinforcement  be 
found,  after  all  our  promises  of  a  cooperating  force,  deficient 
in  Men,  provision,  and  every  other  essential,  Your  Excellency 
can  easily  conceive  what  will  be  the  opinion  of  our  Allies,  and 
of  all  the  World,  and  what  will  be  the  consequences  in  the 
deranged,  distracted  State  of  our  Affairs;  And  that  we  shall 
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be  found  in  this  situation,  unless  the  most  vigorous  exertions 
are  made  by  the  several  States  to  send  in  those  supplies 
which  are  demanded  of  them,  I  am  as  well  convinced  as  I  am 
of  any  one  thing  in  nature. 

Let  me  conjure  you  then  my  Dear  Sir  to  make  the  proper 
use  of  every  moment  of  the  time  which  we  have  yet  left.  The 
fairest  prospects  are  held  out  to  us,  and  if  we  do  not  embrace 
the  opportunity  which  now  presents  itself,  and  which  is  cer- 
tainly within  our  reach,  if  we  will  make  use  of  the  means  in 
our  power,  can  we  expect  ever  to  have  the  offer  repeated  ?  I 
have  the  honor  &c. 

P.  S.  I  duly  reed,  your  Excellency's  favr.  of  the  3d.  and  7th.46 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  20, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  been  honor'd  with  your  Excellency's  Letter 
of  the  17th  Inst  respecting  the  Troops  under  the  command  of 
Colo  Seely  at  Morris  Town. 

It  was  not  untill  the  rect  of  this,  that  I  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  mode  in  which  the  Militia  of  Your  State  were  to  be 
called  forth.  And  as  the  time  for  which  the  first  Class  was 
detached,  is  so  far  elapsed,  that  there  is  little  probability  of 
their  being  necessary  with  the  Main  Army  before  their  service 
will  expire,  I  should  therefore  think  it  adviseable  to  discharge 
all  of  them,  except  about  100  which  may  be  retained  to  Guard 
the  Stores  and  Similar  purposes. 

In  the  mean  time  I  could  wish  Your  Excellency  would  give 
the  most  pointed  Orders  for  the  Next  Class,  which  was  to  re- 
lieve Colo  Seely's  Command :  to  be  ready  by  the  first  of  Septr 
to  take  the  field  if  called  upon.  This  if  punctually  complied 

wThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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with,  would  answer  all  the  purposes  in  view  and  prevent  the 
consumption  of  more  provisions  than  is  absolutely  necessary. 
I  have  the  honor  etc.47 

To  COLONEL  SYLVANUS  SEELY 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  20, 1780. 
Sir:  By  a  letter  which  Genl.  Greene  has  just  now  rec'd  from 
Col  Abeel 48  at  Morris  Town,  I  find,  that,  for  want  of  Drivers, 
a  number  of  Waggons  (which  are  much  wanted  here)  lay  use- 
less at  that  place.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be 
pleased  to  furnish  the  Col  from  the  Militia  under  your  com- 
mand with  as  many  Waggoners  as  he  may  find  necessary  to 
call  on  you  for.  Iam&c.49 

To  THE  OFFICER  COMMANDING  THE  DELAWARE 

MILITIA 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  20, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  been  informed  by  a  Letter  received  just  now  from 
His  Excellency  Caesar  Rodney  Esq,  that  the  Regiment  of  Militia 
raised  by  the  Delaware  State  to  reinforce  the  Army,  embarked 
at  Wilmington  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  for  Philadelphia, 
with  orders  to  join  the  Army  after  they  should  be  armed  and 
accoutred  at  Philadelphia.  This  I  find  by  a  Letter  from  the 
Board  of  War  has  been  done,  and  I  presume  that  the  Regiment 
has  moved  from  thence.  I  am  to  desire  that  You  will  proceed 
with  it,  by  the  Route  through  Princeton,  Brunswick,  Westfield, 
Springfield,  Acquackinac  and  Paramus,  'till  you  arrive  at  the 
Army.  Iam&c.50 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

48  Col.  James  Abeel.  He  was  Deputy  Quartermaster  General. 

49  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 

50  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  20, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  This  day  Mr  Joshua  Anderson  of  Monmouth  County, 
presented  a  petition  to  me  in  consequence  of  Captain  Ru- 
dulphs  seizing  a  stone  horse,  which  he  urges  was  at  any  rate, 
unfit  for  present  use.  His  petition  is  supported  by  many  well 
affected  Inhabitants  of  that  County  who  place  him  clearly  in 
the  character  of  a  friend  to  his  Country.  Therefore  as  the  seiz- 
ure must  have  been  made  by  the  Capt,  in  consequence  of  my 
instructions  to  you,  and  they  only  directed  that  such  horses  and 
cattle  as  belonged  to  disaffected  persons  in  the  power  of  the 
Enemy  were  to  be  taken,  and  Mr  Anderson  lives  about  20  Miles 
from  the  Sea,  and  cannot  be  considered  as  coming  within  the 
instructions,  I  desire  you  will  have  the  horse  given  up  to  him. 
I  am  &c.51 

*  To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Qurs.,  Orange  Town,  August  20, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  Excellys.  letters  of 
the  3d.  5th.  and  7th  instt.  with  their  Inclosures. 

I  have  a  grateful  sense  of  the  confidence  of  which  those  Acts 
were  expressive,  and  shall  labour  to  improve  it  to  the  utmost 
extent  of  the  means  with  which  I  am  entrusted.52  I  sincerely 
wish  our  prospects  were  more  favourable  than  they  are. 

61  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 

52The  resolve  of  Congress  of  Aug.  2,  1780,  reconsidered  the  former  resolution 
which  restricted  the  Commander  in  Chief's  military  operations  to  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  "and  the  restriction  taken  off." 

The  resolve  of  Aug.  5,  1780,  authorized  Washington  to  cooperate  with  the  French 
"for  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy  from  their  several  posts,  in  the  States  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Georgia"  and  to  concert  "if  he  shall  think  it  necessary",  with  the  French 
and  Spanish  forces  in  such  plan  of  operations  as  may  be  undertaken  by  those  forces 
when  in  the  West  Indies  or  Louisiana.  The  resolves  of  Aug.  7,  1780,  authorized 
Washington  to  negotiate  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  including  the  Convention  officers 
then  on  parole  in  New  York. 
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The  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Honorable  The  Com- 
mittee of  Co-operation  will  give  Congress  an  idea  of  our 
situation  at  this  time;  and  how  little  reason  we  have  to  expect 
we  shall  be  able  to  prosecute  our  original  intention  in  this 
quarter;  even  should  the  event  corrispond  with  the  expecta- 
tions of  our  Allies  on  their  part.  The  same  obstacles  will  op- 
pose in  a  great  degree  the  operations  recommended  to  the 
Southward;  for  from  all  the  accounts  we  receive  from  thence 
the  affairs  of  the  Southern  States  seem  to  be  so  exceedingly 
disordered,  and  their  resources  so  much  exhausted,  that  what- 
ever should  be  undertaken  there,  must  chiefly  depend  on  the 
means  carried  from  hence.  If  these  fail  we  shall  be  condemned 
to  a  disgraceful  and  fatal  inactivity.  It  is  impossible  to  be  more 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  reverse  than  I  am;  I  think 
our  affairs  absolutely  require  it;  and  if  any  efforts  of  mine  can 
enable  us  to  act  with  vigor,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  it  certainly 
shall  be  done.  But  there  is  a  complication  of  embarrassments 
that  menace  us  on  every  side  with  disappointmt. 

At  this  very  juncture  I  am  reduced  to  the  painful  alternative 
either  of  dismissing  a  part  of  the  Militia  now  Assembling 
(though  by  the  way  they  were  to  have  rendezvoused  the  25th 
of  last  Month)  or  let  them  come  forward  to  starve;  whh.  it 
will  be  extremely  difficult  for  the  Troops  already  in  the  field 
to  avoid.  If  we  adopt  the  first,  we  shall  probably  not  be  able  to 
get  them  out  again  in  time  to  be  of  any  service  this  Campaign; 
and  to  let  them  come  on  without  the  means  of  subsistance 
would  be  absurd.  Every  day's  experience  proves  more  and 
more  that  the  present  mode  of  obtaining  Supplies  is  the  most 
uncertain,  expensive,  and  injurious  that  could  be  devised.  It 
is  impossible  for  us  to  form  any  calculation  of  what  we  are  to 
expect,  and  consequently  to  concert  any  plans  of  future  execu- 
tion. No  adequate  provision  of  forage  having  been  made,  we 
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are  now  obliged  to  subsist  the  Horses  of  the  Army  by  force, 
which  among  other  evils  often  gives  rise  to  Civil  disputes,  and 
prosecutions  as  vexatious  as  they  will  be  burthensome  to  the 
public.  This  is  the  Spirit  prevailing  among  the  Inhabitants, 
and  its  effects  cannot  be  prevented  by  us,  without  an  open  rup- 
ture with  the  Civil  Magistrate.  Influence  and  perswasion  begin 
now  to  be  unavailing,  We  of  course  have  no  other  remedy. 

In  our  present  state  of  suspense  I  would  not  propose  any 
Specific  requisitions  of  the  Southern  States  other  than  those 
already  made;  they  should  be  urged  to  exert  themselves  to  com- 
ply with  these,  and  in  general  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power 
to  form  as  ample  Magazines  of  Bread,  forage,  and  Salted  Meat 
as  the  resourses  of  the  Country  will  afford,  at  such  deposits  as 
the  Commanding  Officer  in  that  quarter  may  point  out,  having 
regard  as  far  as  circumstances  will  admit  of  it,  to  transportation 
by  Water.  Congress  I  doubt  not  are  better  acquainted  with  the 
abilities  of  those  States,  than  I  am,  or  any  person  I  can  consult, 
and  will  be  better  able  to  direct  calculations  of  what  they  can 
furnish.  If  they  think  any  further  specific  demands  necessary 
to  answer  the  purpose  of  forming  Magazines,  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  them  to  take  the  proper  measures,  calculating  for  an 
Army  of  Eight  thousand  American  Troops.  If  possible  there 
should  be  this  force  kept  up  and  supplied  in  any  case,  while  the 
enemy  remain  there  with  their  present  strength. 

If  any  thing  more  can  be  done  to  stemulate  the  States  this 
way  to  a  compliance  with  the  requisitions  made  of  them,  par- 
ticularly in  the  Articles  of  flour  and  forage  where  we  seem 
most  defective,  it  will  conduce  more  than  any  thing  else  to  en- 
abling us  to  act  both  here  and  to  the  Southward;  for  as  I  before 
observed,  it  appears  to  me  evident  that  the  means  for  a  South- 
ern operation,  as  well  with  respect  to  supplies  as  men,  must  be 
principally  carried  from  hence. 
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But  while  we  are  meditating  offensive  operations  which  may 
either  not  be  undertaken  at  all,  or  being  undertaken,  may  fail, 
I  am  perswaded  Congress  are  not  inattentive  to  the  present 
State  of  the  Army,  and  will  view  in  the  same  light  with  me  the 
necessity  of  providing  in  time  against  a  period,  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, when  one  half  of  our  present  force  will  dissolve.  The 
shadow  of  an  Army  that  will  remain  will  have  every  motive  ex- 
cept mere  patriotizm  to  abandon  the  Service,  without  the  hope 
which  has  hitherto  supported  them  of  a  change  for  the  better: 
This  is  almost  extinguished  now,  and  certainly  will  not  outlive 
the  Campaign  unless  it  finds  something  more  substantial  to 
rest  upon.  This  is  a  truth  of  which  every  spectator  of  the  dis- 
tresses of  the  Army  cannot  help  being  convinced.  Those  at  a 
distance  may  speculate  differently;  but  on  the  spot  an  opin- 
ion to  the  contrary,  judging  of  human  nature  on  the  usual 
scale  would  be  chimerical.  The  honorable  the  Committee  who 
have  seen  and  heard  for  themselves  will  add  their  testimony 
to  mine;  and  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  Congress  cannot  fail  to 
give  it  the  most  serious  attention.  To  me  it  will  appear  miracu- 
lous if  our  affairs  can  maintain  themselves  much  longer  in  dieir 
present  train.  If  either  the  temper  or  the  resources  of  the  Coun- 
try will  not  admit  of  an  alteration,  we  may  expect  soon  to  be 
reduced  to  the  humiliating  condition  of  seeing  the  cause  of 
America,  in  America,  upheld  by  foreign  Arms.  The  generosity 
of  our  Allies  has  a  claim  to  all  our  confidence  and  all  our  grati- 
tude, but  it  is  neither  for  the  honor  of  America  nor  for  the  in- 
terest of  the  common  cause  to  leave  the  work  entirely  to  them. 

It  is  true  our  Enemies  as  well  as  ourselves  are  struggling  with 
embarrassments  of  a  singular  and  complicated  nature,  from 
which  we  may  hope  a  great  deal.  But  they  have  already  more 
than  once  disappointed  the  general  expectation,  and  displayed 
resources  as  extraordinary  as  unexpected.  There  is  no  good 
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reason  to  suppose  those  resources  yet  exhausted.  Hitherto  they 
have  carried  on  the  War  with  pretty  equal  success,  and  the 
comparative  forces  of  this  Campaign  are,  I  believe,  less  disad- 
vantageous to  them  than  they  were  the  last.  At  present  indeed 
their  affairs  wear  a  critical  aspect;  but  there  are  chances  in  their 
favor,  and  if  they  escape,  their  situation  will  be  likely  to  take  a 
more  prosperous  turn,  and  they  may  continue  to  prosecute  the 
War  with  vigor.  Their  finances  are  distressed;  they  have  a 
heavy  debt;  and  are  obliged  to  borrow  money  at  an  excessive 
interest;  but  they  have  great  individual  Wealth,  and  while  they 
can  pay  the  interest  of  what  they  borrow,  they  will  not  want 
credit,  nor  will  they  fear  to  Stretch  it.  A  bankruptcy  whh.  may 
be  the  result  will  perhaps  be  less  terrible  to  the  King  and  his 
Ministers  than  giving  up  the  contest.  If  the  measures  leading 
to  it  enable  them  to  succeed,  it  will  add  so  much  to  the  influence 
and  power  of  the  Crown,  as  to  make  that  event  a  ladder  to  ab- 
solute authority,  supposed  by  many  to  be  the  object  of  the  pres- 
ent Reign;  nor  are  there  wanting  enlightened  Politicians  who 
maintain,  that  a  National  bankruptcy  is  not  only  a  necessary 
consequence  but  would  be  a  National  benefit.  When  we  con- 
sider the  genius  of  the  prest.  reign,  and  the  violent  Councils 
by  which  it  has  been  governed,  a  system  of  this  kind  will  be 
judged  less  improbable. 

As  to  the  domestic  dissintions  of  the  enemy.  In  Ireland,  we 
see  they  have  hitherto  not  only  diverted,  but  have  in  some 
measure  appeased  them;  and  by  pursuing  their  plan  of  taking 
off  the  leaders  and  making  plausible  concessions  to  the  People, 
we  ought  not  to  be  surprized,  if  they  keep  matters  in  that 
Country  from  going  to  extremety;  In  England,  it  is  much  to 
be  feared  the  overbearing  influence  of  the  Crown  will  triumph 
over  the  opposition  to  it,  and  that  the  next  Parliament,  will  be 
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nearly  as  obsequious  as  the  last.  A  change  of  some  of  the  Min- 
istry to  make  way  for  a  few  of  the  principal  heads  of  opposi- 
tion would  perhaps  allay  the  ferment;  but  even  without  this, 
considering  the  complexion  of  the  British  Nation  for  some 
time  past,  it  is  more  probable  these  appearances  will  terminate 
in  a  partial  reform  than  in  a  resolution  favourable  to  the  inter- 
ests of  America.  The  Ministry  may  be  perplexed  for  a  time,  and 
may  be  obliged  to  make  a  few  sacrifices  in  favor  of  public 
Oeconomy,  which  may  finally  promote  their  views  by  leaving 
more  Money  in  the  treasury  to  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
the  War. 

The  General  disposition  of  Europe  is  such  as  we  could  wish; 
but  we  have  no  security  that  it  will  remain  so.  The  politic's  of 
Princes  are  fluctuating,  more  guided  often  by  a  particular  prej- 
udice, whim,  or  interest,  than  by  extensive  views  of  policy. 
The  change  or  caprice  of  a  single  Minister  is  capable  of  alter- 
ing the  whole  system  of  Europe;  but  admitting  the  different 
Courts  at  this  time  ever  so  well  fixed  in  their  principles,  the 
death  of  one  of  the  Sovereigns  may  happen,  and  the  whole  face 
of  things  be  reversed.  This  ought  to  be  the  more  attended  to  as 
three  of  the  principal  Potentates  are  in  so  advanced  an  age  that 
it  is  perhaps  more  probable  one  of  them  should  die  in  the 
course  of  a  year  than  that  all  three  should  Survive  it.53 

The  inference  from  these  reflections  is,  that  we  cannot  count 
upon  a  speedy  end  to  the  War;  that  it  is  the  true  policy  of 
America  not  to  content  herself  with  temporary  expedients, 
but  to  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  give  consistency  and  solidity  to 
her  measures.  An  essential  step  to  this  will  be  immediately 
to  devise  a  plan  and  put  it  in  execution  for  providing  men  in 
time  to  replace  those  who  will  leave  us  at  the  end  of  the 

6S  Charles  III  of  Spain  was  then  64  years  old;  Frederick  II  (Frederick  the  Great) 
was  68;  and  Catherine  the  Great  of  Russia  was  51. 
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year,  for  subsisting  and  making  a  reasonable  allowance  to 
the  Officers  and  Soldiers. 

The  plan  for  this  purpose  ought  to  be  of  general  operation 
and  such  as  will  execute  itself.  Experience  has  shewn  that  a 
peremptory  draft  will  be  the  only  effectual  one.  If  a  draft  for 
the  War,  or  three  years  can  be  effected,  it  ought  to  be  made  on 
every  account;  a  shorter  period  than  a  year  is  inadmissible. 

To  one  who  has  been  witness  to  the  evils  brought  upon  us  by 
short  enlistments,  the  system  appears  to  have  been  pernicious 
beyond  description,  and  a  croud  of  motives  present  themselves 
to  dictate  a  change.  It  may  easily  be  shewn  that  all  the  mis- 
fortunes we  have  met  with  in  the  Military  line  are  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  this  cause.  Had  we  formed  a  permanent  Army  in  the 
beginning,  which  by  the  continuance  of  the  same  men  in  Serv- 
ice, had  been  capable  of  discipline  we  never  should  have  had  to 
retreat  with  a  handful  of  Men  across  the  Delaware  in  Seventy 
Six;  trembling  for  the  fate  of  America,  which  nothing  but  the 
infatuation  of  the  enemy  could  have  saved.  We  should  not 
have  remained  all  the  succeeding  Winter  at  their  mercy  with 
sometimes  scarcely  a  sufficient  body  of  Men  to  mount  the  ordi- 
nary Guards,  liable  at  every  moment  to  be  dissipated,  if  they 
had  only  thought  proper  to  march  against  us.  We  should  not 
have  been  under  the  necessity  of  fighting  at  Brandywine  with 
an  unequal  number  of  raw  Troops,  and  afterwards  of  seeing 
Philadelphia  fall  a  prey  to  a  victorious  Army.  We  should  not 
have  been  at  Valley  forge  with  less  than  half  the  force  of  the 
enemy,  destitute  of  every  thing,  in  a  situation  neither  to  resist 
nor  to  retire.  We  should  not  have  seen  New  York  left  with  a 
handful  of  men,  yet  an  overmatch  for  the  main  Army  of  these 
States,  while  the  principal  part  of  their  force  was  detached  for 
the  reduction  of  two  of  them.  We  should  not  have  found  our- 
selves this  Spring  so  weak  as  to  be  insulted  by  five  thousand 
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men,  unable  to  protect  our  baggage  and  Magazines,  their  se- 
curity depending  on  a  good  countenance  and  a  want  of  enter- 
prize  in  the  enemy.  We  should  not  have  been  the  greatest 
part  of  the  War  inferior  to  the  enemy,  indebted  for  our  safety 
to  their  inactivity,  enduring  frequently  the  mortification  of  see- 
ing inviting  oppertunities  to  ruin  them,  pass  unimproved  for 
want  of  a  force  which  the  Country  was  completely  able  to 
afford.  To  see  the  Country  ravaged,  our  Towns  burnt;  The 
Inhabitants  plundered,  abused,  murdered  with  impunity,  from 
the  same  cause. 

Nor  have  the  ill  effects  been  confined  to  the  Military  line,  a 
great  part  of  the  embarrassments  in  the  civil  flow  from  the 
same  source.  The  derangement  of  our  finances  is  essentially  to 
be  ascribed  to  it.  The  expences  of  the  War,  and  the  Paper 
emissions  have  been  greatly  multiplied  by  it.  We  have  had  a 
great  part  of  the  time  two  sets  of  Men  to  feed  and  pay,  the  dis- 
charged Men  going  home,  and  the  Levies  coming  in.  This  was 
more  remarkable  in  Seventy  five  and  Seventy  Six.  The  diffi- 
culty and  cost  of  engaging  men  have  increased  at  every  suc- 
cessive attempt,  till  among  the  present  levies  we  find  there  are 
some  who  have  received  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  Specie 
for  five  months  Service;  while  our  Officers  are  reduced  to  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  performing  the  duties  of  drill-Ser- 
geants to  them  and  with  this  mortifying  reflection  annexed  to 
the  business,  that  by  the  time  they  have  taught  these  men  the 
rudiments  of  a  Soldiers  duty  their  term  of  Service  will  have 
expired,  and  the  work  is  to  recommence  with  an  entire  new 
set.  The  consumption  of  Provision,  Arms,  Accoutrements, 
Stores  of  every  kind,  has  been  doubled  in  spite  of  every  precau- 
tion I  could  use  not  only  from  the  cause  just  mentioned,  but 
from  the  carelessness  and  licentiousness  incident  to  Militia  and 
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irregular  Troops.  Our  discipline  also  has  been  much  injured  if 
not  ruined  by  such  frequent  changes.  The  frequent  calls  upon 
the  Militia  have  interrupted  the  cultivation  of  the  Land,  of 
course  have  lessened  the  quantity  of  its  produce,  occasioned  a 
scarcity,  and  enhanced  the  prices.  In  an  Army  so  unstable  as 
ours,  Order  and  oeconomy  have  been  impracticable.  No  person 
who  has  been  a  close  observer  of  the  progress  of  our  Affairs 
can  doubt;  that  our  currency  has  depreciated  without  com- 
parison more  rapidly  from  the  system  of  short  inlistments, 
than  it  would  have  done  otherwise. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  the  War  has  been  protracted 
on  this  account.  Our  opposition  being  less,  made  the  successes 
of  the  enemy  greater.  The  fluctuation  of  the  Army  kept  alive 
their  hopes;  and  at  every  period  of  the  dissolution  of  a  consid- 
erable part  of  it,  they  have  flattered  themselves  with  some  deci- 
sive advantages.  Had  we  kept  a  permanent  Army  on  foot,  the 
enemy  would  have  had  nothing  to  hope  for,  and  would,  in  all 
probability,  have  listened  to  terms  long  since. 

If  the  Army  is  left  in  its  present  situation  it  must  continue  an 
encouragement  to  the  efforts  of  the  enemy.  If  it  is  put  upon 
a  respectable  one  it  must  have  a  contrary  effect,  and  nothing  I 
believe  will  tend  more  to  give  us  peace  the  ensuing  winter. 
It  will  be  an  interesting  Winter.  Many  circumstances  will  con- 
tribute to  a  negotiation.  An  Army  on  foot  not  only  for  another 
Campaign  but  for  several  Campaigns,  would  determine  the  en- 
emy to  pacific  measures,  and  enable  us  to  insist  upon  favourable 
terms  in  forcible  language.  An  Army  insignificent  in  num- 
bers, dissatisfied,  crumbling  into  pieces,  would  be  the  strongest 
temptation  they  could  have  to  try  the  experiment  a  little  longer. 
It  is  an  old  maxim,  that  the  surest  way  to  make  a  good  peace 
is  to  be  well  prepared  for  War. 
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I  am  inclined  to  hope  a  draft  for  the  War  or  for  three  years 
would  Succeed.  Many  incentives  of  immediate  interest  may 
be  held  up  to  the  people  to  induce  them  to  submit  to  it.  They 
must  begin  to  consider  the  repeated  bounties  they  are  obliged 
to  pay  as  a  burden,  and  be  willing  to  get  rid  of  it,  by  sacrificing 
a  little  more,  once  for  all.  Indeed  it  is  probable  the  bounties 
may  not  be  much  greater  in  that  case  than  they  have  been.  The 
people  of  the  States  near  the  Seat  of  War  ought  to  enter  into 
such  a  plan  with  alacrity  as  it  would  ease  them  in  a  variety  of 
respects;  among  others  by  obviating  the  frequent  calls  upon 
the  Militia. 

I  cannot  forbear  returning  in  this  place  to  the  necessity  of  a 
more  ample  and  equal  provision  for  the  Army.  The  discon- 
tents on  this  head  have  been  gradually  matured  to  a  dangerous 
extremety.  There  are  many  Symptoms  that  alarm  and  distress 
me.  Endeavours  are  using  to  unite  both  Officers  and  Men  in 
a  general  refusal  of  the  money,  and  some  Corps  now  actually 
decline  receiving  it.  Every  method  has  been  taken  to  counteract 
it,  because  such  a  combination  in  the  Army  would  be  a  severe 
blow  to  our  declining  currency.  The  most  moderate  insist  that 
the  accounts  of  depreciation  ought  to  be  liquidated  at  stated 
periods  and  certificates  given  by  Government  for  the  Sums 
due.  They  will  not  be  satisfied  with  a  general  declaration  that 
it  shall  be  made  good. 

This  is  one  instance  of  complaint;  there  are  others  equally 
serious,  among  the  most  serious  is  the  inequality  of  the  pro- 
vision made  by  the  several  States.  Pensylvania  maintains  her 
Officers  in  a  decent  manner.  She  has  given  them  half  pay  for 
life.  What  a  wide  difference  between  their  situation  and  that 
of  the  Officers  of  every  other  line  in  this  Army  ?  some  of  whom 
are  actually  so  destitute  of  Cloathing  as  to  be  unfit  for  duty,  and 
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obliged  for  that  cause  only  to  confine  themselves  to  Quarters. 
I  have  often  said,  and  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  it,  the  half  pay  pro- 
vision is,  in  my  opinion  the  most  politic  and  effectual  that  can 
be  adopted.  On  the  whole,  if  something  satisfactory  be  not 
done,  the  Army  (already  so  much  reduced  in  Officers  by  daily 
resignations  as  not  to  have  a  sufficiency  to  do  the  common  duties 
of  it)  must  either  cease  to  exist  at  the  end  of  the  Campaign,  or 
it  will  exhibit  an  example  of  more  virtue,  fortitude,  self  denial, 
and  perseverance  than  has  perhaps  ever  yet  been  parallelled  in 
the  history  of  human  entheusiasm. 

The  dissolution  of  the  Army  is  an  event  that  cannot  be  re- 
garded with  indifference.  It  would  bring  accumulated  dis- 
tresses upon  us.  It  wd.  throw  the  people  of  America  into  a 
general  consternation.  It  would  discredit  our  cause  through- 
out the  World.  It  would  shock  our  Allies.  To  think  of  replac- 
ing the  Officers  with  others  is  visionary;  the  loss  of  the  veteran 
Soldiers  could  not  be  repaired.  To  attempt  to  carry  on  the  War 
with  Militia  against  disciplined  Troops  would  be  to  attempt 
what  the  common  sense  and  common  experience  of  Mankind 
will  pronounce  to  be  impracticable.  But  I  should  fail  in  respect 
to  Congress  to  dwell  on  observations  of  this  kind  in  a  letter  to 
them.  But  having  gone  into  a  detail  of  our  situation  I  shall  beg 
leave  to  make  one  observation  more.  It  is  a  thing  that  has  been 
all  along  ardently  desired  by  the  Army,  that  every  matter  which 
relates  to  it  should  be  under  the  immediate  direction  and  provi- 
dence of  Congress.  The  contrary  has  been  productive  of  innu- 
merable inconveniences.  Besides  the  inequality  of  provision 
already  mentioned,  all  the  confusion  we  have  experienced  by 
irregular  appointments  and  promotions  has  chiefly  originated 
here;  and  we  are  again  relapsing  into  the  same  Chaos.  I  have 
daily  complaints  of  palpable  mistakes  and  deviations  from  those 
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rules  on  which  the  tranquillity  of  the  Service  depends,  of  which 
I  might  cite  recent  instances  if  it  were  necessary  to  trouble  Con- 
gress with  such  a  detail.  I  shall  however  mention  one  in  the 
Jersey  line  by  way  of  example.  A  vacancy  happened  in  July  79 
byLt.Colo.Brearly's  being  appointed  Chief  Justice  of  the  State; 
this  was  not  filled  till  March  following  by  which  the  Officer 
entitled  to  succeed  has  lost  several  months  rank  in  the  line  of 
the  Army.  The  vacancies  his  promotion  made  still  continue 
open  to  the  prejudice  of  those  next  in  order,  and  yet  (as  I  have 
been  informed)  new  appointments  have  been  made  by  the  State 
on  the  principle  of  those  vacancies.  As  this  is  a  fruitful  source 
of  discontent  it  is  naturally  in  my  provence  to  point  it  out; 
but  if  I  were  to  permit  myself  to  touch  upon  the  political  conse- 
quences I  might  easily  shew  that  it  has  a  direct  tendency  to 
enfeeble  our  civil  union,  by  making  us  thirteen  Armies  instead 
of  one,  and  by  attaching  the  Troops  of  each  State,  to  that  State, 
rather  than  to  the  United  States;  the  effects  of  this  spirit  begin 
to  be  visible.  But  this  is  a  topic  on  which  I  may  not  be  per- 
mitted to  enlarge. 

In  this  delicate  and  perplexing  conjuncture  which  I  cannot 
but  contemplate  with  extreme  inquietude,  I  have  thought  it  my 
duty  to  lay  my  sentiments  with  freedom,  and  I  hope  I  have  done 
it  with  all  possible  deference,  before  Congress ;  and  to  give  them 
the  fullest  and  truest  information  in  my  power.  I  trust  they 
will  receive  what  I  have  said,  with  all  the  indulgence  which 
must  flow  from  a  conviction  that  it  is  dictated  by  a  sincere 
attachment  to  their  honor,  and  by  anxious  concern  for  the 
welfare  of  my  Country.  With  the  greatest  respect  I  have  the 
honor  etc.54 


64  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  August  28  and  referred  to  Samuel  Adams, 
Joseph  Jones,  Thomas  McKean,  John  Morin  Scott,  and  Ezekiel  Cornell. 


For  the  day  Tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Sunday,  August  20, 1780. 
Parole  New  London.    Countersigns  I.,  A. 
Watchword  Be  cautious. 

Brigadier  General  Nixon 

Lieutenant  Colonels  | 

[Basset 

Brigade  Major  Woodbridge65 

For  Guard  Major  Wallbridge66 

To  lessen  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Parade  the  particular  Inspec- 
tion of  the  men's  arms  by  the  Brigade  Major  of  the  day  is  dis- 
pensed with  for  the  present;  This  is  not  meant  to  prevent  a 
critical  inspection  on  the  Brigade  and  regimental  Parades. 

At  the  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Butler  was 
President  the  25th.  ulto.  Jesse  Hensley  and  Michael  Bourk  of 
the  4th.  regiment  of  Light  dragoons  were  tried  for  "Rob- 
bing the  house  of  the  widow  Sarah  Sanford  of  sundry  val- 
uable articles"  and  found  Guilty  of  a  breach  of  Article  21st. 
section  13th.  of  the  Articles  of  War  and  sentenced  each  of  them 
to  receive  one  Hundred  Lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

At  the  same  court  July  26th.  John  Quaile  of  the  same  regi- 
ment was  tried  for  "  Desertion  and  taking  with  him  a  dragoon 
horse  and  accoutrements  also  a  remarkable  fine  horse  belong- 
ing to  Captain  John  Heard  of  the  said  regiment "  found  guilty 
of  Desertion  and  taking  with  him  Captain  Heard's  Horse  being 
a  breach  of  Article  1st  Section  6th.  and  Article  5th.  section  18th. 
of  the  Articles  of  war:  acquitted  of  the  charge  of  taking  with 
him  a  dragoon  horse  and  Accoutrements. 

C5Maj.  Theodore  Woodbridge,  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  served  as 
brigade  major  and  inspector  to  July,  1781;  transferred  to  the  Second  Connecticut 
Regiment  in  January,  1781;  retired  in  January,  1783. 

S0Maj.  Ames  Walbridge  (Wallbridge),  of  the  Second  Connecticut  Regiment.  He 
retired  in  January,  1781. 
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He  is  sentenced  to  be  picketted  fifteen  minutes  and  to  receive 
one  hundred  Lashes  on  his  bare  back. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  confirms  the  sentences,  and  orders 
them  to  be  carried  into  execution  tomorrow  morning  at  the 
head  of  the  regiment  to  which  they  belong. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Brigade  returns  (regimentally  digested)  to  be  made  tomor- 
row at  orderly  time  of  the  number  of  regulations  for  the  order 
and  Discipline  of  the  Troops,  wanting  to  complete  each  officer 
with  one. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town, 
Monday,  August  21, 1780. 
Parole  Norway.    Countersigns  Nantz,  Orr. 
Watchword  Be  Firm. 

Brigadier  General  Patterson 

Lieutenant  Colonels  j  _, 

(Olney 

Brigade  Major  Oliver57 

For  Guard  Major  Leavensworth.58 

The  regimental  Paymasters  will  bring  their  Payrolls  and 
Abstracts  made  up  to  the  1st.  Instant  to  the  Deputy  Paymaster 
General  for  Examination.  They  will  also  call  on  him  for  the 
amount  of  the  Pay  and  subsistence  for  the  respective  regiments 
for  January  February  and  March  to  be  received  on  account 
agreeable  to  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th.  of  April  last 
published  in  Orders  the  30th.  of  the  same  Month. 

B7Maj.  Robert  Oliver,  of  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  November,  1783. 

s8Maj.  Eli  Leavenworth  (Leavensworth),  of  the  Sixth  Connecticut  Regiment.  He 
retired  in  January,  1781. 


For  the  day  Tomorrow 
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An  orderly  Serjeant  from  each  Brigade  in  the  Left  Wing  to 
attend  the  General  Court  martial  tomorrow. 

The  first  Pennsylvania  and  first  Massachusetts  brigade  each 
gives  a  Serjeant  for  the  orderly  office  tomorrow. 

To  PHILIP  SCHUYLER 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  21, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  favor  of  the 
10th :  I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  of  the  ravages  committed 
upon  the  settlements  of  Schohary  and  Canajohare,  but  it  is 
some  consolation  to  find  that  a  supply  of  provision  has  been 
thrown  into  Fort  Schuyler. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  send  up  the  100  Barrels  of  salt 
provisions  which  you  request.  By  the  last  return  from  West 
point  there  were  only  180  Barrels  in  all  the  Works,  and  Gen- 
eral Arnold  was  far  from  being  certain  that  he  should  not  be 
obliged  to  break  in  upon  them  for  want  of  fresh  Meat.  I  have 
endeavoured  to  keep  a  small  stock  of  provision  in  each  Re- 
doubt in  case  of  a  sudden  investiture  of  the  post. 

As  I  have  a  doubt  whether  this  letter  will  find  you  at  Albany 
I  have  directed  it  to  be  opened  by  Colo.  Van  Schaick  in  your 
Absence.  I  am  &c.59 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  21, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  17th:  reached  me  last  Evening. 
I  have  received  intelligence  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton  went  him- 
self towards  the  East  End  of  Long  Island  on  the  16th:  and 
that  the  troops  at  Whitestone  were  again  embarking.  I  have  an 

09  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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account  of  Sir  Henry's  movement  through  two  different  Chan- 
nels; that  of  the  embarkation  only  thro'  one.  I  can  hardly  sup- 
pose that  he  will,  considering  the  present  position  of  this  Army, 
venture  to  carry  a  force  from  New  York  sufficient  to  make  an 
attempt  upon  Rhode  Island;  but  that  you  may  have  the  earliest 
intelligence  of  any  movements,  I  have  desired  Genl.  Arnold 
and  Major  Tallmadge  to  transmit  immediately  to  you  any 
well  grounded  information  they  may  receive.  This  you  will  of 
course  communicate  to  the  General  and  Admiral  of  France. 

They  are  apprehensive  in  New  York  of  an  embarkation  of 
troops  for  the  West  Indies,  but  I  have  nothing  from  thence 
which  satisfies  me  of  the  truth  of  the  report.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  heard  that  Genl.  Clinton  was  certainly  in 
New  York  the  day  before  Yesterday.60  [ms.  h.  s.] 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  21, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  reed,  your  favor  of  yesterday  late  last  Evening. 
Should  you  receive  intelligence  upon  which  you  can  depend 
that  any  considerable  number  of  the  enemy's  shipping  have 
sailed  Eastward,  or  any  other  matter  which  you  may  think  in- 
teresting to  the  French  Army  and  Navy,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  it  to  Genl.  Heath  at  Newport,  as  well  as  to  me. 
There  is  a  Chain  of  Expresses  from  Colo.  Sheldons  quarters61 
to  Tower  Hill. 

Baron  Steuben  wishes  you  to  make  enquiry,  whether  there 
is  an  Officer  in  Colo.  Livingstons  Regt.  at  Kings  ferry  capable 
of  doing  the  duty  of  Dy.  Adjt.  Genl.  and  sub  Inspector  at  your 
post.  If  there  is,  he  will  deputize  him  and  send  him  proper 
instructions.  I  am,  &c. 


60  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

61  At  North  Castle,  N.Y. 
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P.  S.  I  have  ordered  Colo.  Malcom  to  march  from  Haver- 
straw  and  take  post  near  Niack.62 

To  COLONEL  WILLIAM  MALCOM 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  21, 1780. 

Sir:  I  reed,  your  favr.  of  the  14th:  If  the  Militia  under  your 
command  are  drawn  out  for  the  Campaign,  as  I  think  they  are, 
I  shall  have  no  objection,  if  the  measure  should  be  agreeable  to 
the  Governor,  to  receiving  those  who  want  Arms  into  the  York 
Brigade,  and  arming  them  from  the  public  Magazines. 

You  will  be  pleased  on  the  receipt  of  this  to  march  from  your 
present  Ground  to  where  the  Road  from  Niack  crosses  the 
mountain  and  falls  into  the  main  Road.  You  will  take  the  most 
convenient  situation  for  Wood,  Water  &c.  and  inform  me  upon 
your  arrival  there.  Should  you  not  have  Waggons  enough  to 
move,  and  the  Qr.  Mr.  cannot  furnish  you  you  must  leave  a 
party  to  impress  as  many  as  will  bring  down  your  Baggage. 
I  am  &c.63 

To  MAJOR  BENJAMIN  TALLMADGE 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  21, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  reed,  yours  of  yesterday  morning  last  evening.  It 

is  unfortunate  that  Lt.  B 64  could  not  bring  off  C 

juns.  dispatches,  as  I  imagine  they  were  of  consequence.  You 
will  therefore  endeavour  to  procure  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  have  information  from  another  quarter,  that  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton had  gone  towards  the  East  end  of  Long  Island,  and  that  the 
troops  at  Whitestone  were  again  embarking.  Should  the  last 

02In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point 
after  he  fled  to  the  British. 

°"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
Capt.-Lieut.   Caleb   Brewster,   of   the   Second   Continental    Artillery.    He   was 
wounded  on  Long  Island  Bay  in  December,  1782,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 
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piece  of  intelligence  reach  you,  well  authenticated,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  transmit  it  immediately  to  Genl.  Heath  at  Newport, 
as  well  as  to  me,  as  you  will  always  do  any  thing  which  seems 
to  interest  the  French  Army  and  Navy. 

If  there  are  any  other  Continental  Crews  upon  the  sound  be- 
sides those  under  Lt.  B 's  directions,  they  are  there  with- 
out my  knowledge.  You  will  therefore  desire  him  in  my  name 
to  take  what  hands  he  wants  from  them,  and  to  report  who  the 
others  are  and  what  business  they  are  upon.  I  am  etc.65 

To  EPHRAIM  BLAINE 

Head  Quarters,  August  21, 1780, 
80ClockP.M. 
Sir:  The  report  of  the  Issuing  Commissary  this  evening  with 
respect  to  flour  is  favorable  enough.  But  with  respect  to  Meat 
very  alarming;  many  of  the  Troops  without  to  day.  His  Excel- 
lency in  consequence  of  it  has  directed  me  to  desire  you  will  be 
pleased  by  the  return  of  the  bearer  to  say  what  [sic]  your  ex- 
pectations with  respect  to  that  article.66  I  am  &c.6 


67 


To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Orange  Town,  August  21, 1780. 
Sir:  In  the  letter  which  I  did  myself  the  honor  of  writing 
to  you  the  16th  I  had  only  time  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your's  of  the  10th.;  since  which  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  suc- 
cessively receiving  your  two  others  of  the  14th  and  17th. 

65 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  kindly 
furnished  by  W.  S.  Poor,  of  New  York  City. 

66 Blaine  answered  at  10  p.  m.  the  same  day:  "The  report  of  the  Commissaries  is 
two  true,  there  has  been  little  meat  for  this  day;  about  sixty  barrels  of  salt  Provisions 
expected  from  Kings  Ferry  .  .  .  the  present  prospects  for  meat  is  not  favourable." 
Blaine's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

07  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  and  is  signed  "R.  K.  Meade,  A.  D.  C." 
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In  the  idea  of  an  operation  against  New  York  it  has  always 
been  a  fundamental  principle  with  me,  that  there  ought  to  be  a 
naval  superiority  to  give  such  a  prospect  of  success  as  would  jus- 
tify the  undertaking.  Relying  however  upon  a  moral  certainty 
of  this  event  shortly  happening,  if  you  had  found  yourself 
in  a  good  condition  to  desire  a  commencement  of  operations 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  second  division  I  should  have 
concurred  in  it.  The  reflections  you  make  on  the  difficulty  of 
effecting  a  debarkation  on  Long  Island  without  a  naval  supe- 
riority are  natural  and  judicious  from  the  view  you  must  have 
of  it;  but  from  a  knowledge  in  part  of  the  local  situation  and 
from  particular  inquiries  of  others,  I  think  the  debarkation 
would  be  practicable.  From  the  shape  of  the  ground  on  both 
sides  and  the  narrowness  of  the  Sound  in  several  parts  there 
are  different  points  of  debarkation;  and  the  enemy  could  not 
with  propriety  uncover  New  York  so  much  (especially  if  we 
had  once  thrown  ourselves  upon  that  Island)  as  to  have  a  suf- 
ficient force  on  Long  Island  to  give  effectual  opposition  at  each 
point.  The  attempt  in  question  supposes  a  sufficient  number 
of  Boats  collected  to  throw  over  at  once  a  force  superior  to  the 
part  of  the  enemy's  force  opposed  to  you,  which  might  I  believe 
have  been  done.  Their  vessels  might  have  been  compelled  to 
keep  stations  too  remote  to  interrupt  your  descent  by  land  bat- 
teries erected  at  different  places  on  the  main  and  on  the  inter- 
mediate Islands. 

But  notwithstanding  the  practicability  of  such  an  operation, 
I  entirely  agree  in  opinion  with  you  for  several  reasons  that  it 
will  be  best  to  defer  the  commencement  of  the  enterprise  till 
we  get  a  superiority  at  sea.  One  of  the  most  powerful  is,  that 
you  could  not  leave  the  fleet  in  security  without  a  considerable 
part  of  the  land  force  to  cooperate  with  it,  and  in  this  case  our 
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collective  force  would  be  smaller  than  were  requisite  to  act 
with  vigor  and  confidence. 

As  to  the  particular  mode  of  operating  against  New  York 
we  may  at  this  time  combine  different  possibilities;  but  we  can- 
not fix  a  definitive  plan.  There  are  three  ways  in  which  we 
may  accomplish  our  purpose;  by  acting  in  the  first  instance 
with  our  whole  force  on  York  Island;  by  beginning  our  opera- 
tions against  Brookline  with  the  principal  part  of  our  force 
leaving  a  corps  of  observation  for  the  security  of  our  commu- 
nication &c.  well  intrenched  on  York  Island  or  on  the  main; 
by  dividing  our  force  into  two  parts  to  act  against  the  works 
on  both  Islands  at  once.  Which  of  these  plans  will  be  prefer- 
able must  depend  on  the  time  we  begin  to  act  and  the  force  we 
have  to  act  with.  If  these  circumstances  correspond  with  our 
wishes,  I  should  prefer  the  last  of  the  three  plans.  In  this  case 
we  ought,  if  possible,  as  a  preliminary  to  establish  ourselves  on 
the  Island  of  New  York,  and  then  detach  to  Long  Island  a 
force  equal  to  the  whole  which  the  enemy  may  be  able  to  bring 
to  act  there. 

In  taking  post  on  Long  Island  a  force  equal  to  the  whole  of 
the  enemy  may  be  prudent  to  guard  against  possibilities;  but 
after  we  have  taken  post  and  the  usual  precautions,  two  thirds 
of  their  whole  force  will  in  my  opinion  be  sufficient  both  foi 
security  and  for  the  reduction  of  the  works  there.  Notwith- 
standing the  facility  with  which  the  enemy  can  pass  from  one 
Island  to  the  other,  they  will  never  hazard  to  withdraw  more 
than  two  thirds  of  their  force  from  York  Island  to  attack  the 
corps  on  Long  Island,  while  there  was  an  army  of  more  than 
their  whole  force  in  front  ready  to  fall  upon  the  remainder.  This 
would  be  to  expose  their  essential  point  where  all  their  mag- 
azines are  to  too  imminent  hazard.  Nor  even  with  their  whole 
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force  would  they  have  great  hopes  of  success  against  two  thirds 
of  the  number  in  intrenchments. 

These  Sir  are  my  sentiments  which  I  am  happy  to  find  in 
the  main  correspond  with  yours.  A  naval  superiority  we  both 
consider  as  the  basis  of  offensive  operations;  we  both  propose 
the  same  distribution  of  force,  if  circumstances  will  permit, 
with  only  this  difference  that  I  think  a  small  number  will  suf- 
fice for  Long  Island. 

I  ardently  desire  that  the  interview  you  mention  could  take 
place.  I  am  sensible  it  would  infinitely  facilitate  our  arrange- 
ments and  it  would  gratify  the  extreme  desire  I  feel  of  assur- 
ing you  and  the  Admiral  personally  of  my  esteem.  But  to  my 
great  mortification  and  regret  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way 
not  easily  surmounted. 

We  are  about  ten  miles  from  the  enemy.  Our  popular  gov- 
ernment imposes  a  necessity  of  great  circumspection.  If  any 
misfortune  should  happen  in  my  absence,  it  would  be  attended 
with  every  inconvenience.  I  will  however  endeavour  if  pos- 
sible and  as  soon  as  possible,  to  meet  you  at  some  convenient 
rendezvous.  I  entreat  you  to  inform  me  in  your  next  to  what 
distance  the  Admiral  and  yourself  would  think  it  prudent  to 
absent  yourselves  from  the  fleet  and  army. 

In  one  of  my  last  I  informed  you  that  Sir  Henry  was  prepar- 
ing an  embarkation,  of  which  it  appears  you  had  also  received 
advice.  I  have  received  several  pieces  of  similar  intelligence, 
and  that  there  has  been  lately  a  very  hot  press  for  seamen. 
I  cannot  however  suppose  he  has  resumed  his  intention  to 
attack  you,  as  it  would  imply  too  much  inconsistency.  Tis 
suspected  by  some  that  he  is  making  a  detachment  to  the  West 
Indies;  if  he  means  any  thing  serious  this  seems  to  me  as  prob- 
able as  any  other  supposition;  but  I  doubt  his  having  any  thing 
serious  in  view. 
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I  am  much  obliged  to  you  Sir  for  the  frankness  with  which 
you  have  given  me  your  opinions  and  for  the  favourable  senti- 
ments you  entertain  of  me.  Your  conduct  since  your  arrival 
has  confirmed  the  prepossessions  your  reputation  had  given 
me  of  your  abilities;  and  I  promise  myself  from  them,  from 
your  counsel  and  from  your  exertions,  the  most  important 
advantages  to  the  common  cause.  Let  me  entreat  you  will 
oblige  me  with  the  former  upon  all  occasions  and  be  assured 
of  the  perfect  esteem  and  attachment  with  which  I  have  the 
honor  etc.68 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Orangetown,  Tuesday,  August  22, 1780. 
Parole  Oronoko.    Countersigns  To,  Quin. 
Watchword  Watch. 

Brigadier  General  Wayne 

Lieutenant  Colonels  \ 

IVose 

Brigade  Major  Ashley70 

For  Guard  Major  Talbot71 

A  Corporal  and  seven  men  for  Fatigue  on  the  Bake  house 
from  the  1st  Pennsylvania  brigade  tomorrow  morning  five 
o  clock  to  be  relieved  by  a  like  number  from  the  2d  Pennsylvania 

68  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

In  the  Washington  Papers,  filed  at  the  end  of  August,  1780,  is  an  8-page  manu- 
script, in  the  writing  of  Hamilton,  which  is  apparently  his  ideas  on  a  military  coop- 
eration with  the  French  in  an  attack  upon  New  York.  It  is  indorsed  by  Washington: 
"Colonel  Hamilton  on  the  proposed  Conference  at  Hartford  with  the  Count  de 
Rochambeau  and  the  Chevr.  De  Ternay." 

CBLieut.  Col.  David  Cobb,  of  the  Sixteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1781;  aide  to  Washington 
from  June  15,  1 781,  to  Jan.  7,  1783;  lieutenant-colonel  commandant  of  the  Fifth  Mas- 
sachusetts Regiment  in  January,  1783;  served  to  November,  1783. 

70Maj.  Moses  Ashley,  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

71Maj.  Jeremiah  Talbot,  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  retired  in  Janu- 
ary, 1781. 


For  the  Day  Tomorrow 
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brigade  the  24th.  and  so  on  by  the  other  Brigades  daily  in 
rotation. 

Orderly  Serjeants  for  Court  Martial  Tomorrow  from  the 
right  Wing,  for  the  Orderly  office  from  the  2d  Pennsylvania 
and  2d  Massachusetts  brigades. 

The  Guard  at  Talman's 72  to  be  relieved  alternately  by  the 
Wings  every  two  days.  The  right  Wing  gives  the  Guard 
tomorrow. 

Lieutenant  John  Whiting73  of  the  12th  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment is  appointed  Adjutant  to  the  same  from  the  1st.  Instant 
vice  Adjutant  Englis74  resigned,  and  Ensign  Samuel  Mey- 
ricke,75  Quarter  Master  vice  said  Whiting. 

The  Provost  Marshal  is  to  make  daily  returns  of  the  Pris- 
oners in  Confinement  to  the  Adjutant  General  who  is  to  have 
such  as  are  soldiers  removed  immediately  to  their  respective 
brigades  or  if  this  should  be  attended  with  inconvenience  on 
account  of  confining  them  properly  there,  he  is  to  report  their 
Names  and  Crimes  to  the  Brigadiers  or  Commandants  of 
brigades  who  are  requested  to  see  that  they  are  brought  to  im- 
mediate trial  that  the  Long  Confinement  to  which  many  sol- 
diers have  been  subjected  may  be  avoided  thereby;  This  is  to 
be  considered  as  a  standing  order  and  must  be  strictly  observed. 

All  recruits  and  drafts  are  to  be  returned  fit  for  duty  and 
Action  after  having  been  fourteen  days  with  their  regiment. 

Brigade  returns  of  the  rank  and  file  agreeable  to  the  above 
order  are  to  be  delivered  at  the  orderly  office  tomorrow  morn- 
ing at  Guard  mounting.  The  Light  Infantry  are  not  to  be 
included. 


"Douwe(?)  Talman  (Tallman,  Taulman). 

73He  was  transferred  to  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and 
served  to  November,  1783. 

74Lieut.  and  Adjt.  Andrew  English  (Englis),  of  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment. He  resigned  in  August,  1780. 

76 Ensign  Samuel  Merrick  (Meyrick),  of  the  Twelfth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He 
retired  in  January,  1781. 
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AFTER  ORDERS 

The  Army  will  march  tomorrow  morning.  The  General 
will  beat  at  five.  The  Assemble  at  Six,  and  the  March  will 
commence  at  seven.  The  Quarter  Master  General  will  furnish 
the  Order  of  March  and  the  necessary  Guides. 

ORDER  OF  MARCH 

The  Army  will  march  by  Platoons  from  the  right  in  the 
following  Order: 

The  Van  Guard  consisting  of  the  new  Camp  Guards  of  the 
right  Wing.  Right  Wing :  St.  Clairs  Division,  Stirling's  Divi- 
sion, Connecticut  Division,  Park  of  Artillery.  Rear  Guard  con- 
sisting of  the  old  Camp  Guards  of  the  right  Wing.  The  Van 
Guard  consisting  of  the  new  Camp  Guards  of  the  Left  Wing. 
Left  Wing:  Howes  Division,  McDougalls  Division,  Steu- 
ben's Division.  Rear  Guard  Consisting  of  the  old  Camp 
Guards  of  the  Left  wing  succeeded  by  Bedkins  Corps  of  Light 
Dragoons.  Sufficient  Escorts  for  the  Baggage  of  each  wing  to 
be  detach'd  from  the  rear  Guards  respectively.  The  Baggage 
of  the  Commander  in  Chief;  and  of  The  General  Staff  of  the 
right  Wing.  The  Baggage  of  the  right  wing  in  the  usual  order. 
The  Baggage  of  the  General  Staff  of  the  Left  Wing.  The  Bag- 
age  of  the  Left  wing  in  the  usual  order.  The  whole  will  move 
in  one  Column  to  the  Fork  of  the  road  in  the  rear  of  the  Light 
Infantry  encampment  where  the  two  Wings  will  seperate  and 
march  in  two  Columns;  the  right  with  the  Park  of  Artillery 
will  take  the  Schraulenburgh  road  the  Left  the  Closter  Road 
and  will  unite  at  the  Ground  which  will  be  marked  out  near 
the  Liberty  pole.70 

The  Baggage  will  separate  at  the  same  place  that  of  the 
right  Wing  with  the  Commander  in  Chiefs  baggage  the 

73  The  Liberty  Pole  Tavern  was  about  10  miles  south  of  Tappan  or  Orange  Town, 
N.  Y.,  in  Bergen  County,  N.  J.,  about  the  center  of  what  is  now  Englewood,  N.  J. 
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Quarter  Master  and  Commissary's  Stores  will  follow  the  right 
Column;  the  rest  will  follow  the  Left  Wing. 

The  Light  Infantry  will  precede  the  Left  Column  two  Miles 
in  front  'till  further  Orders. 

The  Corps  of  Marechausie  will  join  the  Light  Infantry  and 
take  orders  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

When  the  Army  arrives  at  its  new  Encampment  all  but  the 
covered  Waggons  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  orders  of  the  Wag- 
gon Masr.  Genl. 

The  Quarter  master  serjeant  is  to  be  with  the  Baggage  of 
each  regiment  according  to  the  regulations  but  no  Baggage 
Guard  whatever. 

The  General  expects  that  the  strictest  order  and  discipline 
will  be  observed  on  the  march  and  that  the  officers  command- 
ing the  respective  Columns  will  communicate  with  each  other 
and  observe  a  Correspondency  of  movements. 

The  General  saw  with  peculiar  pain  much  irregularity  in 
the  last  March  performed  by  the  Army. 

The  Men  not  well  enough  to  march  with  their  regiments  are 
to  remain  on  the  ground  with  a  sufficient  number  of  Surgeons 
and  tents  for  their  accomodation. 

Two  officers  from  each  Division  are  to  be  left  to  superintend 
the  sick  and  collect  the  stragglers;  one  of  which  will  march 
on  to  the  Army  the  day  after  tomorrow  with  all  the  stragglers 
and  men  well  enough  to  march  belonging  to  their  divisions 
respectively. 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Cobb  will  command  the  Van  Guard  of 
the  right  Wing  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Vose  that  of  the  Left. 
They  will  receive  their  orders  from  Brigadier  General  Wayne. 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Littlefield 77  to  command  the  rear  Guard 


77  Lieut.  Col.  Noah  Moulton  Littlefield,  of  the  Eleventh  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
He  retired  in  January,  1781. 
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of  the  right  wing  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Olney  that  of  the 
Left.  They  will  receive  their  Orders  from  Brigadier  General 
Patterson. 

A  Field  Officer  from  the  Connecticut  Line  will  take  the 
General  superintendency  of  all  the  sick  left  on  the  Ground 
and  will  have  the  officers  left  from  the  several  Divisions  under 
his  Direction. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  22, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  I  am  again  reduced  to  the  painful  necessity  of  in- 
forming Your  Excellency,  of  the  situation  in  which  we  are, 
with  respect  to  provision  of  the  meat  kind;  and  of  earnestly 
entreating  every  assistance  in  your  power  to  give,  for  our  relief. 
The  whole  Army  has  been  already  without  meat  one  day,  and 
a  great  part  of  it  Two.  We  have  none  now  in  Camp,  and  no 
good  prospect  that  I  can  find,  of  receiving  any  within  a  reason- 
able time.  The  most  we  can  hope  for, from  any  resources  within 
our  own  command,  are  Sixty  barrels  of  Salt  meat  on  the  way 
fromWest  point,  which  post  is  now  almost  entirely  degarnished 
and  cannot  have  by  the  last  Return,  more  than  a  Hundred  and 
Twenty  Barrels  at  most  in  Store.  Your  Excellency,  from  this 
state  of  matters  will  but  too  sensibly  feel  for  our  alarming  sit- 
uation, and  the  more  so  when  you  reflect  we  are  in  a  Country 
that  did  not  afford  much  meat  at  any  time,  and  that  it  has  been 
exhausted  by  the  Armies  on  both  sides  to  the  extreme  distress 
of  it's  Inhabitants.  Our  condition  at  any  period  would  be  pain- 
ful and  highly  injurious  to  the  public  service,  but  to  be  in  a 
starving  situation  at  the  commencement  of  the  Campaign,  be- 
fore our  operations  have  even  begun,  is  peculiarly  so;  must 
be  discouraging  in  the  extreme  to  our  New  Levies,  who  now 
compose  half  our  Army,  and  must  blast  and  put  an  end  to  all 
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our  prospects,  if  we  are  not  relieved  from  it,  tho  in  every  other 
respect  events  should  arise  bidding  fair  for  success.  I  will  not 
attempt  to  detail  the  consequences  to  which  this  would  lead, 
nor  the  ideas  and  apprehensions  it  would  excite  in  our  Allies 
and  Friends  abroad,  nor  the  confidence  the  Enemy  would  de- 
rive from  it.  These  will  but  too  readily  occur  to  Your  Excel- 
lency and  I  am  sure  You  will  believe  with  me,  that  our  friends 
would  be  greatly  alarmed  and  embarrassed  at  least,  at  the 
circumstance,  while  the  cry  of  the  Enemy  would  be,  we  will 
persevere  in  the  War.  America  cannot  maintain  even  a  small 
Army,  for  our  present  one  cannot  be  ranked  under  any  other 
appellation;  or  what  will  be  equally  encouraging  to  them,  but 
more  disgraceful  to  us,  they  will  say  their  boasted  patriotism 
is  gone,  or  their  wisdom  and  energy,  for  tho'  their  resources  for 
War  still  remain,  they  will  not  bring  them  into  action.  I  am 
now  arranging  matters  to  make  a  forage  on  this  impoverished 
people,  having  no  other  alternative  left  me,  from  which  I  could 
draw  the  least  possible  relief,  and  even  from  this,  tho  it  will 
ruin  them,  I  expect  to  derive  the  most  trifling  succour.  I  rely 
on  that  goodness  and  promptitude  I  have  ever  found  in  Your 
Excellency  to  promote  the  public  service,  and  am  persuaded 
you  will  exert  all  your  influence  to  give  us  relief,  on  the  present 
important  and  alarming  occasion.  I  have  the  honor  etc.78 

To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  22, 1780. 
Dr  Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  to  employ  the  whole  of  your 
Corps79  both  Horse  and  Foot  tomorrow  in  impressing  Waggons 

78  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut 
State  Library. 

78  Lee's  corps  was  then  at  camp,  having  returned  from  his  station  at  Brunswick, 
N.  J.,  in  accordance  with  Washington's  orders  (August  18)  through  Robert  Hanson 
Harrison.  The  drafts  of  these  orders  are  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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and  Drivers  from  Totowa,  Prekaness,  Little  Falls,  Slotterdam, 
Wesel,  Acquaquenac  and  the  Neck  between  Hackensack  and 
Passaic  Rivers.  You  will  direct  the  Waggons  to  rendezvous  as 
they  come  in,  at  Acquaquenac  Bridge  and  Hackensack  Town. 
You  will  receive  further  orders  the  morning  after  tomorrow, 
by  which  time  you  will  be  pleased  to  direct  your  Corps  to  As- 
semble at  Hackensack  or  Acququenac  Bridge.1  You  will  be 
punctual  in  the  execution  of  this  order,  as  there  will  be  a 
correspondent  manoeuvre.  I  am  &c.80 

IMPRESS  WARRANT 

Head  Quarters,  August  23, 1780. 
[See  Washington's  letter  of  August  2, 1780] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Teaneck,81 

Wednesday,  August  23, 1780. 

Parole  Hampton.    Countersigns  How,  Who. 

Watchword  Where. 

Brigadier  General  Huntington 

T  •  ^11   [Sumner 

Lieutenant  Colonels  j  t>  ji 

Brigade  Major  Darby82 
P     P       1  (This  day  Major  Talbot 
[Tomorrow  Major  Grier 
The  Guards  to  parade  at  five  o'clock  this  afternoon  near 
the  York  brigade  where  the  Grand  Parade  is  assigned  for  the 
present. 

80  The  daft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"Teaneck,  N.  J.,  was  about  2  miles  west  of  the  Palisades  of  the  Hudson,  Bergen 
County,  N.  J. 

82  Maj .  Samuel  Darby,  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 


For  the  day  Tomorrow 
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A  Sub,  two  Serjeants  and  thirty  rank  and  file  for  Fatigue 
from  the  right  Wing  to  be  sent  immediately  to  Hackinsack 
new  bridge. 

The  Army  being  now  very  near  the  Enemy  the  General  flat- 
ters himself  every  officer  and  soldier  v/ill  make  it  a  point  of 
honor  as  well  as  duty  to  keep  constantly  in  Camp  and  to  be  at 
the  shortest  Notice  ready  to  act  as  Circumstances  may  require. 
He  is  at  the  same  time  persuaded  should  an  opportunity  be 
afforded  us  that  every  part  of  the  army  will  vie  with  each  other 
in  the  display  of  that  conduct  fortitude  and  bravery  which 
ought  to  distinguish  troops  fighting  for  their  Country,  for  their 
Liberty,  for  everything  dear  to  the  Citizen  or  to  the  soldier.  He 
also  hopes  to  hear  of  no  wanton  depredations  on  the  persons  or 
property  of  the  inhabitants  for  nothing  can  be  more  inconsist- 
ent or  infamous  than  to  violate  those  rights  we  possess  and  are 
bound  to  defend.  The  Officers  of  Police  will  be  particularly 
careful  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  Fences  which  they  cer- 
tainly have  it  in  their  power  to  effect. 

The  officers  commanding  brigades  and  regiments  are  to  see 
that  the  above  order  is  read  to  the  soldiers  and  the  necessity  of 
an  implicit  Compliance  therewith  impressed  on  their  Minds. 

An  Alarm  will  be  communicated  by  the  discharge  of  Two 
Cannon  from  the  Park. 

To  COLONEL  WILLIAM  MALCOM 

Head  Quarters,  Orange  Town,  August  23, 1780. 
Sir:  When  you  arrive  at  Dobbe's  ferry  agreeable  to  the  or- 
ders sent  you  yesterday 83  your  attention  is  to  be  directed  to  the 

83  On  August  22  Washington  had  written  to  Malcom  altering  the  destination  of  his 
march  from  Stony  Point  "to  the  place  where  the  road  from  Niack  crosses  the  moun- 
tain and  meets  the  main  road,  to  Dobbs'  Ferry."  This  letter  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 
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security  of  the  works  and  cannon  at  that  place  and  of  the  sick 
and  stores  left  at  this  place.  For  these  purposes  you  will  make 
the  best  disposition  in  your  power  and  use  every  precaution 
for  gaining  the  earliest  intelligence  of  a  movement  against 
you,  and  you  will  furnish  whatever  little  guards  may  be  neces- 
sary in  proportion  to  your  strength.  You  will  assist  Col  Gou- 
vion  with  the  fatigue  parties  he  may  want. 

There  will  be  a  part  of  the  Park  on  the  Road  to  Paramus 
from  this  place  about  five  miles  off,  of  which  you  will  inform 
yourself;  and  in  case  of  any  motions  of  the  Enemy,  you  will 
give  notice  to  the  Officer  commanding  the  Guard  to  remove 
it  towards  Paramus. 

You  will  give  me  instant  advice  of  any  movement  of  the 
Enemy.  My  Quarters  will  be  near  the  liberty  Pole. 

For  your  own  security  it  will  be  necessary  you  should  keep 
a  party  of  observation,  at  Niac  and  a  guard  at  Slot.84 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

August  24, 1780. 

Sir:  You  are  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Light  Infan- 
try and  four  brigades  from  your  own  Wing  to  be  employed 
upon  a  forage  down  to  Bergen  and  from  thence  up  to  the 
English  Neighbourhood.  You  will  make  the  necessary  dispo- 
sition for  your  own  security  and  the  Waggons  employed  on 
the  occasion. 

Such  are  the  necessities  of  the  Army  and  such  the  situation 
of  the  Inhabitants  being  all  within  the  power  of  the  Enemy 
that  you  will  make  the  forage  as  extensive  as  possible  in  the 
Articles  of  hay  and  grain  as  well  as  in  Cattle  hogs  and  sheep  fit 
for  slaughter;  and  horses  fit  for  the  use  of  the  Army.  All  the 


84  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 
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articles  taken  are  to  be  receipted  for  by  the  respective  depart- 
ments to  which  they  belong;  and  the  whole  sent  up  to  the 
Army,  and  delivered  over  to  the  Officers  in  the  several  depart- 
ments to  be  appointed  to  receive  and  receipt  for  the  same:  ex- 
cept such  articles  of  provision  and  forage  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  subsistence  of  the  Party  under  your  command. 

As  soon  as  you  have  compleated  the  forage  you  will  draw 
off  the  Troops  and  join  the  Army.  Should  the  Enemy  attempt 
to  interrupt  you  in  the  business,  you  must  govern  yourself  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  leaving  you  at  liberty  either  to  attack 
or  retire,  as  you  may  think  prudent  from  the  force  they  appear 
in.  Particular  care  is  to  be  taken  that  the  men  don't  straggle, 
and  that  no  unnecessary  distress  or  oppression  is  brought  upon 
the  Inhabitants.85 

To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  near  Liberty  Pole,  August  24, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  You  will  be  pleased  immediately  upon  the  receipt 
of  this  to  commence  the  Forage  of  Barbadoes  Neck  and  as  far 
up  as  Polifly.  The  necessities  of  the  Army  require  that  it  should 
be  executed  as  extensively  as  possible  in  the  Articles  of  Cattle, 
Hogs,  and  Sheep  fit  for  slaughter.  You  will  endeavour  to  gain 
a  knowledge  of  the  well  and  ill  affected  inhabitants  and  make 
distinctions  accordingly,  but  your  general  Rule  must  be  to 
leave  only  a  sufficiency  for  the  uses  of  the  several  families. 
You  will  observe  the  same  Rule  as  to  Horses,  fit  for  service.  If 
you  can  procure  an  intelligent  inhabitant  to  attend  you,  he  will 
be  useful  to  you  in  the  above  respects.  You  will  endeavour  to 
load  the  Waggons  which  you  have  impressed  and  those  which 

85  The  copy  is  in  the  writing  of  Greene  and  is  dated  and  indorsed  by  Washington. 
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will  be  sent  to  you  with  Oats  in  preference  to  any  other  kind 
of  Forage.  Good  Hay  should  next  engage  your  attention  and 
after  that  Wheat,  or  any  other  kind  of  Grain. 

Persons  from  the  Quarter  Master  Genl.  and  Commy.  will 
attend  you  and  take  an  account  of  and  give  Receipts  for  the 
articles  belonging  to  their  respective  departments.  The  Horses, 
Cattle,  Hogs  and  sheep  are  to  be  sent  as  they  are  collected  to 
the  Liberty  pole  where  proper  persons  will  be  ready  to  receive 
them.  If  it  is  possible,  send  up  forty  or  fifty  Cattle  this  Evening. 
The  Forage  is  to  be  sent  to  Bogart's  Mills,  which  is  about  half 
way  between  Tappan  and  Paramus.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Worthington86  will  receive  the  Cattle,  Sheep  and 
Hogs  at  the  Liberty  Pole,  and  Mr.  Storey  the  Horses.87 

To  CAPTAIN  THOMAS  BLANCH88 

Head  Quarters,  August  24, 1780. 

Sir:  I  cannot  help  expressing  exceeding  great  surprise  at 
your  not  obeying  the  Order  you  received  yesterday,  to  take  post 
with  the  men  under  your  command  at  the  Closter  landings; 
Nor  do  I  see  how  you  could  have  answered  it  to  yourself  or 
your  Country,  if  any  disaster  had  happened  in  consequence 
of  your  neglect. 

You  are  to  repair  thither  immediately  with  the  whole  of 
your  Men.  The  service  will  not  probably  keep  you  there  more 
than  two  or  three  days,  in  which  time  you  cannot  suffer  much 
for  want  of  Tents.  Our  Army  before  now  has  been  almost  a 
whole  Campaign  without  Tents.  And  this  spring  were  from 
the  6th.  of  June  till  sometime  in  July,  without  a  single  one 

86 Asa  Worthington.  He  was  inspector  of  cattle  for  the  Commissary  Department. 

87  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

88  Of  the  New  Jersey  levies. 
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for  either  Officers  or  men  (making  use  of  bush  Bowers)  as  a 
substitute. 

By  the  Most  trusty  and  expeditious  men  you  have,  you  are  to 
communicate  the  earliest  intelligence  of  any  Movement  of  the 
Enemy,  which  you  may  discover;  to  Me  at  this  place,  Genl 
Clinton  at  Fort  Lee,  And  if  it  should  be  of  a  nature  to  render 
the  measure  necessary,  to  Colonel  Malcom  at  Dobbs  ferry. 

I  am  very  sorry  on  account  of  your  sufferings  for  want  of 
provision.  Unfortunately  it  is  but  too  generally  the  case  with 
the  whole  Army  at  this  time,  but  every  measure  is  pursuing  for 
relief.  In  the  mean  while,  you  will  endeavour  to  get  supplied 
from  the  Country  and  pass  Certificates.  I  am  etc. 

P.  S.  I  shall  expect  the  most  pointed  compliance  with  these 
Orders,  because  they  are  correspondent  with  and  part  of  a 
larger  plan. 

Instead  of  sending  to  Genl  Clinton  at  Fort  Lee,  your  com- 
munications to  the  Officer  of  the  Guard  opposite  to  Spiten 
Devidwilldo.89 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  August  24, 1780. 
Sir :  In  the  report  of  the  march  of  yesterday,  it  appears  there 
was  to  your  baggage  a  guard  of  a  serjeant  and  four  men,  con- 
trary to  the  regulations  and  to  General  orders.  I  am  persuaded 
this  must  have  happened  by  mistake;  but  as  it  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  that  the  General  officers  should  set  an  example  of 
regularity  to  the  army  I  mention  the  matter  to  you  that  you 
may  take  effectual  care  to  prevent  the  like  in  future.90 1  am  etc.91 

80  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

"Baron  Steuben  had  likewise  erred  by  having  a  baggage  guard  of  a  sergeant  and 
12  men,  and  the  same  letter,  with  the  necessary  change  in  wording,  was  sent  to  him. 

81  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck, 
Thursday,  August  24, 1780. 
Parole  Monmouth.    Countersigns  Mars,  Now. 
Watchword  Be  ready. 
For  Guard  Major  Wallbridge. 

The  Army  will  draw  three  days  flour  and  bake  it  and  as  soon 
as  Beef  arrives  will  draw  and  cook  as  much  as  the  Weather 
will  permit. 
The  General  reminds  the  Troops  of  the  order  of  yesterday. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Miles  from  Fort  Lee,92  August  24, 1780. 

Sir:  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  Honor  of  Your  Excel- 
lency's dispatches  of  the  9th,  which  I  received  four  or  five  days 
ago,  and  which  I  have  been  prevented  answering  before,  by  a 
variety  of  pressing  business. 

With  respect  to  the  exchange  of  Officers,  I  beg  leave  to  refer 
Congress  to  the  Inclosures  No.  1. 2. 3. 4. 5  and  6  which  compre- 
hend the  correspondence  which  has  passed  of  late,  between  Us 
and  the  Enemy  on  the  subject,  and  by  which  they  will  perceive 
the  footing  on  which  the  business  stands,  and  that  I  have  been 
doing  already,  all  in  my  power  to  accomplish  their  wishes  on 
this  head.  I  expect  General  Lincoln  will  be  in  Camp  the  10th 
of  next  Month,  from  a  Letter  I  received  from  him  yesterday, 
with  a  view  of  meeting  General  Phillips  on  the  12th  at  Eliza- 
beth Town,  agreeable  to  their  mutual  desires  and  a  proposition 
which  has  passed  between  them  for  the  purpose,  when  I  will 

fl2Teaneck,  Washington's  headquarters,  was  at  Liberty  Pole  Tavern,  about  the  cen- 
ter of  the  present  town  of  Englewood,  N.  J. 
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direct  Mr.  Skinner,  the  Deputy  Commissary,  to  attend  and 
endeavour  to  effectuate  an  Exchange  on  the  principles,  and  to 
the  extent  Congress  have  mentioned  in  their  Act  of  the  7th. 
I  shall  include  the  case  of  Genl.  Burgoyne  in  my  Instructions 
to  him,  presuming  it  will  be  agreeable  to  Congress,  if  I  do  not 
receive  a  Letter  from  them,  expressive  of  their  sense  to  the  con- 
trary. His  Exchange,  I  think,  under  all  circumstances,  for  our 
Colonels,  who  cannot  be  released  on  the  principle  of  equal 
rank,  would  be  a  very  fortunate  event,  but  it  is  one  I  do  not 
expect,  from  the  little  estimation  in  which  they  seem  to  hold 
Him.  If  an  exchange  is  gone  into,  I  would  observe,  the  Rule  of 
seniority  will  be  departed  from,  in  the  instance  of  Colo  Webb 
and  Lt  Colo  Ramsay.  The  prisoners  taken  in  the  Eagle  packet 
were  captured  by  a  private  Vessel,  whose  Owners  have  ex- 
pressed a  desire  and  insisted  that  the  former  should  have  the 
benefit  of  them,  so  as  it  should  be  necessary  for  his  own  ex- 
change, and  the  state  of  Maryland  has  claimed  the  release  of 
the  Latter  for  Lt  Colo  Connolly,  who  was  taken  by  them,  as 
Other  States  had  done  in  like  circumstances.  The  exceptions 
in  favor  of  these  Two  Gentlemen,  are  founded  on  these  rea- 
sons. In  every  other  instance  of  exchanges,  where  similar  causes 
have  not  existed  and  been  insisted  on  by  the  States,  the  business 
so  far  as  it  has  been  directed  by  me,  has  uniformly  been  con- 
ducted on  the  principles  of  equality  of  rank  and  priority  of 
capture.  I  am  exceedingly  happy  that  measures  are  taking  for 
the  support  and  accommodation  of  our  prisoners  and  I  hope 
their  situation  in  future  will  be  more  comfortable  than  it  has 
hitherto  been. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  Act  of  the  7th  which  respects  the  estab- 
lishing a  Resident  Commissary  of  prisoners  at  New  York,  I  beg 
leave  to  inform  Congress,  that  I  am  in  some  doubt,  whether 
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they  wish  to  have  both  an  Agent  and  a  Commissary  to  reside 
there.  If  they  only  mean  to  have  an  Agent,  the  Inclosures 
No.  7.  8. 9. 10  and  11  which  I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit, 
will  shew  the  Steps  I  have  taken  to  get  One  appointed,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  direction.  Should  it  be  their  intention  to  have 
a  Commissary  likewise,  they  will  be  pleased  to  inform  me, 
and  on  what  footing  I  am  to  make  the  proposition.  It  is  prob- 
able nothing  but  a  like  indulgence  to  the  Enemy  will  induce 
them  to  consent  to  the  measure. 

It  gives  me  pain  to  inform  Congress,  that  we  are  again  in  a 
most  disagreeable  situation  with  respect  to  provision  of  the 
meat  kind,  and  we  have  not  from  any  thing  I  can  find,  any 
good  prospect  of  being  either  intirely  relieved,  or  of  being  tol- 
erably well  supplied  within  a  reasonable  time.  A  great  part 
of  the  Troops  on  the  21st  and  22d  were  without  any  supply  of 
this  Article,  and  the  whole  on  one  of  those  days;  and  since, 
those  that  have  received,  have  had  but  the  most  scanty  pittance 
and  chiefly  such  as  has  been  exacted  from  the  exhausted  Stores 
of  the  Inhabitants.  The  circumstances  we  were  in  determined 
me,  to  proceed  with  the  Army  to  this  place  yesterday,  with  a 
view  of  attempting  some  relief  from  a  forage,  and  we  have  now 
parties  detached  into  the  Country  below,  into  Bergen  and  Bar- 
badoes  necks,  to  collect  any  provision  that  may  be  there.  I  don't 
expect  but  little  succour  from  the  measure,  as  these  places  from 
their  contiguity  to  the  Enemy,  will  probably  be  found  much 
drained;  any  thing  however  will  be  acceptable,  and  will  con- 
tribute to  silence  the  Complaints  of  the  Troops.  I  have  written 
to  Governor  Trumbull  on  our  situation,  and  entreated  him  to 
use  all  his  influence  to  assist  Us.  The  state  of  flour  is  such,  as 
to  afford  us  a  daily  supply,  but  even  our  prospects  of  this  Article 
are  by  no  means  such  as  to  make  it  certain  that  this  will  be  the 


For  the  Day  Tomorrow 


Lieutenant  Colonels 
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case  long,  especially  if  we  are  obliged  to  continue  issuing  an 
increased  quantity  on  account  of  the  failure  of  meat.  I  have  the 
honor  etc.93 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck,  Friday,  August  25, 1780. 
Parole  Warsaw.    Countersigns  N.,  T. 
Watchword  Bravery. 

Brigadier  General  Patterson 
Sill94 
Holdridge95 

Brigade  Major  White.96 

For  Guard  Major  Torrey 

As  it  is  not  an  unusual  thing  for  Soldiers  in  an  engagement 
to  expend  their  Ammunition  at  too  great  a  distance,  to  do 
much  execution  and  then  make  the  want  of  it  a  plea  to  quit  the 
field  of  action  the  General  enjoins  in  very  earnest  terms  upon 
all  officers  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  prevent  this  Prac- 
tice, nor  is  the  want  of  ammunition  to  be  an  excuse  even  if  it 
cannot  be  supplied.  The  soldiers  who  are  without  it  are  to 
depend  upon  their  Bayonets  'till  the  Conflict  is  decided.  This 

83  In  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  A  list  of  the  inclosures  is  entered  by 
Harrison  on  the  draft,  copies  of  which  are  filed  with  this  letter  from  Washington  in 
the  Papers  of  the  Continental  Congress.  Harrison's  list  is  as  follows:  "  No  i  Letter  21st 
June  from  British  Commissary  to  Mr.  Skinner.  2  do.  from  the  Genl  to  Skinner 
1 2th  July.  3  do.  19  July,  Loring  to  Skinner.  4  Colos.  on  Long  Island  to  Genl  30th 
June.  5  Skinner  from  Genl  24th  July.  6  Skinners  Report  ...  9  August.  7  2d  June 
G.  W.  to  G.  Knyphausen.  8  1 1  June  G.  Knyphausen's  Answer.  9  5  July  G  W  to  Sir 
Hy.  Clinton.  10  19  July  Sir  Hy.  Clinton  to  G.  W.  11  26  G.  W.  to  Sir  Hy. 
Clinton."  There  were  two  other  inclosures  not  noted  in  the  preceding  list:  July  26, 
1780,  Washington's  "Propositions  respecting  Agents  to  be  appointed  for  prisoners", 
q.  v.,  and  Aug.  4,  1780,  "Loring  to  Skinner." 

84 Lieut.  Col.  David  Fithian  Sill,  of  the  First  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1781. 

MLieut.  Col.  Hezekiah  Holdridge,  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  Regiment.  He 
retired  in  January,  1781. 

96Adjt.  William(?)  White,  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  killed 
at  Yorktown,  Va.,  in  October,  1781. 
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order  is  to  be  frequently  read  to  the  men  that  none  of  them 
may  hereafter  plead  ignorance  in  Excuse  for  their  disobedience 
of  it. 

The  unsoldierly  and  dangerous  practice  of  firing  Guns  in 
the  Camp  and  its  vicinity  is  again  revived.  The  General  does 
not  suspect  old  Soldiers  can  be  guilty  of  so  unmilitary  a  prac- 
tice but  attributes  it  to  the  new  Levies  who  may  do  it  through 
ignorance.  The  commandg.  officers  of  Corps  are  to  be  atten- 
tive therefore  in  seeing  that  the  orders  against  it  are  read  to 
them  and  the  Guards  are  particularly  charged  to  see  these 
orders  executed. 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  LIVINGSTON 

Head  Quarters,  near  the  Liberty  Pole, 
Bergen  County,  August  26, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  In  mine  of  the  20th:  instant  I  desired  your  Excel- 
lency to  discharge  the  whole  of  Colo.  Seely's  Militia  except 
about  100  for  the  purpose  of  a  guard  at  Morris  Town  and  to 
direct  the  September  Class  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness 
to  come  out  upon  the  shortest  notice.  I  would  only  wish  you  to 
continue  those  orders,  but  not  call  out  the  Classes,  except  about 
one  hundred  Men  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  untill 
you  hear  from  me.  Our  extreme  distress  for  want  of  provision 
makes  me  desirous  of  lessening  the  consumption  as  much  as 
possible.  Some  Brigades  of  the  Army  have  been  now  five  days 
without  Meat.  To  endeavour  to  relieve  their  wants  by  strip- 
ping the  lower  parts  of  the  County  of  its  Cattle,  I  moved  two 
days  ago  to  this  place  and  yesterday  completely  foraged  Bar- 
badoes  and  Bergen  Necks;  scarcely  any  Cattle  were  found  but 
Milch  Cows  and  Calves  of  one  and  two  years  old  and  even 
those  in  no  great  plenty;  when  this  scanty  pittance  is  con- 
sumed, I  know  not  to  what  quarter  to  look,  as  our  prospects 
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from  the  Eastward,  upon  which  our  principal  dependance  is 
placed,  are  far  from  being  favourable.  The  monthly  requisi- 
tion of  Meat  from  the  State  of  Jersey  has  been  complied  with 
in  a  very  small  degree,  as  the  Commy.  General  informs  me 
that  he  has  received  but  7  Cattle  from  Mr.  Dunham  the  super- 
intendent since  the  month  of  April.  I  am  very  far  from  com- 
plaining of  the  general  exertions  of  the  State,  on  the  contrary 
I  have  every  reason  to  acknowledge  them  upon  several  press- 
ing occasions :  but  your  Excellency  must  be  sensible  that  when 
the  support  of  an  Army  is  made  to  depend  upon  certain  quan- 
tities of  provision  to  be  furnished  regularly  by  the  different 
States,  the  failure  of  any  one,  must  be  more  or  less  felt.  I  have 
the  honor  etc. 

P.  S.  I  have  reed.  yr.  Excellency's  favs.  of  the  21st:  and  23d. 
I  do  not  imagine  it  will  be  possible  to  discover  the  officer  who 
permitted  Hey  den97  to  escape,  as  the  description  is  so  exceed- 
ingly vague.  As  Money  does  not  appear,  from  the  deposition, 
to  have  had  any  operation,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  the  thing 
has  happened  more  from  a  want  of  proper  knowledge  of  duty 
than  from  any  design.98 

To  PRESIDENT  JOSEPH  REED 

Head  Quarters,  near  the  Liberty  Pole, 
Bergen  County,  August  26, 1780. 
Dr.  Sir :  I  was  last  evening  favd.  with  yours  of  the  22d.  and 
the  day  before  with  that  of  the  21st.  I  should  have  concurred 
with  your  Excellency  in  the  propriety  of  keeping  the  Militia 

97 Richard  Hayden.  His  deposition  is  filed  in  the  Washington  Papers  with  Governor 
Livingston's  letter  to  Washington  of  Aug.  23,  1780. 

98  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  As  printed  in  Selections  from  the 
Correspondence  of  the  Executive  of  New  Jersey  (Newark:  1848),  p.  255,  the  following 
sentence  is  added  to  the  P.  S.:  "I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  your  Excellency's  indisposition." 
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embodied  for  the  reasons  and  under  the  circumstances  you 
mention,  had  I  not  last  night  received  dispatches  from  Count 
Rochambeau,  from  which  I  think  it  more  than  probable  that 
the  2d.  division  will  not  arrive  before  the  expiration  of  the 
tour  of  duty  of  the  present  Class;  to  keep  them  out,  therefore, 
will  only  be  an  accumulation  of  expence,  and  a  needless  deten- 
tion of  many  of  them  from  their  families  and  occupations. 
The  Alliance  Frigate  is  arrived  at  Boston  from  L'Orient, 
which  place  she  must  have  left  about  the  10th  July.  The  2d. 
division  was  then  blocked  up  in  Brest  by  the  English  Fleet.  A 
superior  French  and  Spanish  Fleet  had  sailed  from  Cadiz  with 
an  intention  of  opening  the  port,  should  they  succeed  in  the 
attempt,  we  may  reasonably  suppose  that  the  2d.  division 
would  not  sail  before  Augt:  which  (with  a  good  passage)  will 
make  it  October  before  they  arrive  upon  this  Coast.  I  should 
hope  that  between  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  second  division 
and  that  of  serious  operations,  the  requisite  number  of  Militia 
may  be  drawn  out,  especially  as  it  will  be  at  a  more  favorable 
season  for  the  people  in  general,  who  will  by  that  time  have 
put  in  their  Winter  Grain. 

I  am  extremely  sorry  that  the  dispositions  of  the  people  or 
our  own  circumstances  should  render  the  intervention  of  mili- 
tary force  necessary,  but  such  is  our  present  situation  and  so 
discouraging  are  our  prospects  in  the  Article  of  meat  that  I 
very  much  fear  we  shall  be  obliged  to  make  use  of  our  whole 
Cavalry  for  the  purposes  of  collecting  the  small  remains  of 
Cattle  (in  fact  unfit  for  slaughter)  from  this  exhausted  Coun- 
try. Colo.  Moylans  Regt.  is  small  and  much  worn  down;  Shel- 
dons  is  covering  the  Country  on  the  east  Side  of  the  River,  and 
Major  Lees  Corps  is  the  only  one  upon  which  we  can  place 
dependance  either  for  military  operations,  to  collect  supplies 
in  the  adjacent  Country,  or  to  impress  teams  for  the  transpor- 
tation of  provision  and  stores  from  the  Delaware:  for  such  is 
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the  deranged  State  of  the  Quarter  Master's  department,  that 
little  is  to  be  expected  from  the  means  within  his  power.  I 
speak  more  particularly  of  what  is  past,  not  having  yet  ex- 
perienced the  effects  of  the  new  appointment.  From  the  above 
your  Excellency  will  judge  how  inconvenient  it  will  be  to  de- 
tach Major  Lee  or  any  Corps  so  far  from  the  Army  as  you 
seem  to  require.  From  the  favorable  complexion  of  yours  of 
the  21st:  I  am  in  hopes,  that  altho'  there  may  be  a  backward- 
ness in  some  particular  sects  to  part  with  their  produce,  yet 
their  may  be  upon  the  whole,  a  considerable  collection  made; 
but  should  you  upon  further  trial  find  a  military  force  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  your  Commission- 
ers, I  will  upon  your  requisition  furnish  you  with  what  it  may 
be  in  my  power  to  spare.  Some  Brigades  of  the  Army  have 
been  five  days  without  Meat;  to  endeavour  to  relieve  their  dis- 
tresses I  have  moved  down  to  this  place  with  a  view  of  bring- 
ing off  the  Cattle  and  Forage  from  the  lower  parts  of  Bergen. 
Of  the  first,  I  scarcely  find  any  but  Milch  Cows  and  Cattle  so 
young  and  bad  that  nothing  but  the  extreme  of  want  could 
induce  the  Soldiery  to  accept  of  them. 

That  we  may,  if  possible,  form  some  small  Magazines,  I 
shall,  for  the  present  discharge  every  useless  mouth,  or  keep 
them  so  far  from  the  Main  Body  of  the  Army,  that  they  may 
be  fed  without  interfering  much  with  the  supplies  intended 
for  it.  But  we  have  such  a  variety  of  embarrassments  in  the 
way,  that  I  almost  despair  of  being  able  to  effect  my  purpose. 
With  great  Regard  etc. 

P.  S.  I  mention  the  particulars  of  the  Blockade  of  the  French 
Fleet  in  confidence  to  your  Excellency,  as  I  know  not  whether 
it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  French  Admiral  and  General  to 
have  it  made  public." 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Lee, 

August  26, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  honor  of  Your  Excellency's  Letters  of 
the  20  and  21  Inst,  the  last  of  which  came  to  hand  yesterday 
Evening,  and  am  much  obliged  for  the  matters  of  intelligence 
they  contain,  although  some  of  them  do  not  entirely  corre- 
spond with  our  wishes. 

I  am  concerned  for  the  situation  of  Capn  Landais,1  as  he  has 
been  esteemed  an  Officer  of  merit,  and  as  his  indisposition 
has  deprived  us  of  recent  and  more  than  probable  important 
advices.  His  not  bringing  more  Arms  &c.  is  rather  unlucky, 
but  their  coming  in  the  Ariel,  should  she  arrive  safe,  which 
I  flatter  myself  will  be  the  case,  will  prevent  any  material 
inconvenience  from  the  omission. 

The  British  fleet,  I  should  hope  would  not  be  able  to  keep 
the  second  division  blocked  up  after  the  arrival  of  the  com- 
bined one,  which  had  sailed  from  Cadiz,  and  if  the  Enemy 
have  not  avoided  an  engagement,  which  I  think  is  rather  to  be 
suspected,  I  hope  our  next  advices  will  announce,  that  they 
have  been  most  soundly  beaten  in  a  general  combat. 

The  intelligence  respecting  the  Irish  Militia's  driving  the 
English  out  of  the  Forts,  is  pleasing  and  interesting  and  must 
be  embarrassing  to  the  British  Ministry.  It  must  be  the  more 
so  from  the  internal  ferments  and  insurrections  which  have 
taken  place  within  England,  and  which  are  confirmed  through 
a  variety  of  Channels.  But  I  am  afraid  these  tumults  will  not 

1Capt.  Pierre  Landais,  of  the  U.  S.  Navy.  He  had  commanded  the  Pallas  during 
Capt.  John  Paul  Jones's  encounter  with  the  Serapis.  Encouraged  and  supported  by 
Arthur  Lee,  with  John  Adams  declining  to  interfere,  Landais  instigated  a  mutiny  and 
seized  command  of  the  Alliance,  and  with  Lee  as  a  passenger  sailed  from  L'Orient  for 
the  United  States,  leaving  much-needed  supplies  for  the  Army  on  the  dock.  He  be- 
came insane  before  the  Alliance  reached  America. 
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do  more  than  embarrass  and  will  not  result  in  any  thing  deci- 
sively favourable  to  the  common  cause.  It  appears  the  Minis- 
try were  about  taking  vigorous  measures  to  punish  the  rioters. 

From  the  information  brought  by  the  Vessel  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton from  St.  Domingo,  it  appears  that  the  Count  De  Guichen 
was  on  the  point  of  sailing  from  thence  on  the  2d.  Inst  and 
would  in  a  few  days  complete  all  his  arrangements  and  pro- 
ceed to  Jamaica.  I  hope  these  will  all  have  been  finished,  and 
that  we  shall  soon  have  the  pleasure  to  hear  of  the  intire  reduc- 
tion of  this  very  important  Island. 

Your  conjectures  about  an  expedition  to  Martha's  Vinyard 
&c.  are  by  no  means  improbable,  as  the  Enemy  have  been  there 
before  and  collected  large  supplies  of  fresh  provision.  I  fear 
even  if  the  Inhabitants  are  apprised  of  it,  that  it  will  not  pre- 
vent them  from  effecting  their  purposes. 

I  am  much  obliged  by  the  honor  you  did  me  in  announcing 
your  intention  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  St.  Louis;  and 
I  am  pursuaded  the  neighbouring  states  will  be  sensible  of  your 
politeness  in  the  precaution  you  took  to  prevent  any  alarm,  as 
well  as  feel  a  lively  participation  in  a  compliment  paid  to  a 
prince,  towards  whom  they  have  so  many  motives  of  gratitude 
and  veneration.  The  enemy  will  probably  not  admire  the  spec- 
tacle, as  I  dare  say  they  will  have  no  reason  to  felicitate  them- 
selves on  the  state  of  your  batteries. 

I  have  been  much  concerned  on  account  of  a  Report  which 
has  just  reached  me,  though  not  officially,  that  an  Express  has 
been  intercepted  on  the  other  side  of  the  North  River  and  car- 
ried into  New  York,  who  had  come  from  thence,  lest  it  should 
have  been  the  one  charged  with  a  Letter  I  had  the  honor  of 
writing  you  on  the  21st.  of  this  Month.  I  hope  it  has  not  been 
the  case,  but  from  the  apprehension  I  am  under  on  the  occa- 
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sion  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  inclose  You  a  Copy.2  The 
place  where  the  Express  is  said  to  have  been  intercepted  is  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  Enemy's  out  post  at  Kings 
bridge;  but  in  future  a  still  more  inland  route  will  be  used. 
I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  heared  from  New  York  that  several  Trans- 
ports, which  have  been  wooding  and  watering  are  returning  to 
England.  It  is  added  that  they  carry  some  Invalids.  Possibly 
this  may  serve  as  a  solution  of  the  Reports  we  have  had  about 
an  embarkation.3 

To  SIR  HENRY  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  August  26, 1780. 
Sir:  In  a  letter  I  have  lately  received  from  Major  General 
Lincoln,  he  transmitted  the  inclosed  for  Your  Excellency, 
which  I  have  taken  an  early  opportunity  of  forwarding.  I  find 
by  General  Lincoln's  letter  to  myself,  that  he  proposes  to  meet 
General  Phillips  on  the  12th.  of  next  Month  at  Elizabeth  Town, 
which  will  be  perfectly  agreeable  to  me.  I  shall  direct  our 
Commissary  of  Prisoners  to  be  there  at  the  same  time,  who  will 
be  instructed  to  execute  with  the  Commissary  on  your  part,  if 
Your  Excellency  shall  think  proper  to  send  him,  an  exchange 
of  Officers  Prisoners  of  War,  on  the  footing  of  equal  rank  or 
composition  as  far  as  the  number  in  our  hands  will  admit,  and 
to  include  also  the  whole  of  the  Officers  of  Convention  now 
on  Parole  at  New  York  or  in  Europe.  I  wish  the  Measure 
may  meet  your  approbation,  as  it  will  afford  relief  to  many 
individuals. 


2  The  report  was  false.   Rochambeau  acknowledged  Washington's  letter  of  August 
21  on  August  26. 

3  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison  and  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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On  the  26th  Ulto.  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  Your  Excel- 
lency and  of  inclosing  some  propositions  relative  to  the  agents 
to  be  appointed  for  Prisoners,  to  which  I  have  not  been  fa- 
voured with  your  answer.  I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  it.  I  have 
the  honor  etc.4 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  August  26, 1780. 

Sir:  I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  your  Letter  of  this  day.5 
I  need  scarcely  inform  you  of  the  extreme  pain  and  anxiety, 
which  the  licentiousness  of  some  of  the  Soldiery  has  given  me. 
Something  must  and  shall  be  done,  if  possible  to  put  an 
effectual  check  to  it. 

I  entirely  approve  of  the  prompt  Punishment  you  propose  to 
have  inflicted  on  the  Culprits  in  question.  You  will  therefore 
be  pleased  to  Order  One  of  the  Soldiers  detected  in  plundering 
and  the  Deserters  you  mention  to  be  immediately  executed. 
I  am  etc.6 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  August  26, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Our  necessities  will  oblige  me  to  draw  down  part 
of  the  Flour  and  Rum  from  West  Point.  The  Commy.  General 

4 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 

6 "It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  give  a  check  to  this  licenscious  spirit  which  increases 
amazingly.  The  impudence  of  the  Soldiers  is  intollerable;  a  party  plundered  a  house 
yesterday  in  sight  of  a  number  of  Officers;  and  even  threatened  the  officers  if  they 
offered  to  interpose.  It  is  the  opinion  of  most  of  the  Officers  that  it  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  good  of  the  service  that  one  of  these  fellows  should  be  made  an  example 
of;  and  if  your  Excellency  will  give  permission  I  will  have  one  hung  up  this  afternoon 
where  the  Army  are  to  march  by.  .  .  .  More  complaints  have  this  moment  come  in, 
of  more  shocking  nature  than  those  already  related." — Greene  to  Washington,  Aug. 
26,  1780.  Greene's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

6  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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of  Issues  who  is  fully  acquainted  with  our  wants  and  expecta- 
tions will  be  as  sparing  as  possible  of  his  draft  upon  your 
Magazine. 

I  have  this  moment  reed,  yours  of  the  23d.  I  will  take  the 
Contents  into  consideration  and  give  you  an  answer  in  my 
next.  I  am  &c.7 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  ROBERT  HOWE 

Head  Quarters,  August  26, 1780. 

Dear  Sir :  When  I  called  at  your  Quarters  this  morning,  I  had 
no  business  particularly  in  view.  I  proposed  only  taking  a  ride 
to  the  River,  and  should  have  been  happy  in  your  Company  if 
you  had  been  disengaged. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  communi- 
cations, and  believe  me  Dear  Sir  etc.8 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck,  Saturday,  August  26, 1780. 
Parole  Berwick.    Countersigns  Boon,  Berne. 
Watchword  Look  Sharp. 

Brigadier  General  Huntington 
[Whiting9 


For  the  Day  Tomorrow 
For  Guard,  Major  Reid 


Lieutenant  Colonels  \  t -„• 

(Huntington 

Major  Smith10 


7  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point 
after  he  fled  to  the  British. 

8 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 

9Lieut.  Col.  Daniel  Whiting,  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1781. 

10Maj.  David  Smith,  of  the  Eighth  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Fifth  Connecticut  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  to  the  Second  Connecticut 
Regiment  in  January,  1783;  served  to  June,  1783. 


For  the  Day  Tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck,  Sunday,  August  27, 1780. 
Parole  China.    Countersigns  Coos,  Cuba. 
Watchword  Here  we  come. 

Brigadier  General  Irvine 

Lieutenant  Colonels  |        ^ 

[Murray 

Brigade  Major  Woodbridge 

For  Guard,  Major  Leavensworth. 

Joseph  King  Esqr.11  is  appointed  Paymaster  to  the  Corps  of 
Artificers  from  the  6th.  of  February  last. 

The  Brigade  Quarter  masters  are  to  apply  immediately  at  the 
Quarter  master  Generals  Store  for  the  number  of  Espontoons 
specified  in  the  last  Returns. 

A  General  Court  martial  to  assemble  tomorrow  morning 
nine  o'clock  at  the  house  on  the  right  of  General  Stark's  bri- 
gade for  the  Trial  of  Colonel  Hazen  and  such  others  as  shall  be 
brought  before  the  Court. 

Colonel  Wyllys  is  appointed  President;  Lieutenant  Colonels 
Littlefield,  Cobb  and  Newall;  Majors  Cogswell,12  Wallbridge 
and  Maxwell,13  a  Captain  from  each  of  the  following  brigades 
vizt.  First  and  Second  Pennsylvania,  Jersey,  Clinton's,  1st.  Con- 
necticut and  Poor's  to  attend  as  Members.  All  Witnesses  and 
persons  concerned  are  desired  to  attend  the  Court.  A  Serjeant 
from  each  brigade  in  the  left  Wing  to  be  sent  as  orderlies  to 
the  court. 


"Paymaster  of  Baldwin's  Artillery  Artificers  regiment.  He  retired  in  May,  1781. 

"Maj.  Thomas  Cogswell,  of  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  ranked  as  lieu- 
tenant colonel  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment  from  November,  1779,  and 
retired  in  January,  1781. 

13Maj.  Hugh  Maxwell,  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  appointed 
lieutenant  colonel  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  August,  1782;  transferred 
to  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  June,  1783;  served  to  November,  1783. 
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To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  August  27, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  been  informed  that  one  of  our  Expresses  has 
lately  been  taken  at  Pine's  Bridge  and  carried  into  New  York. 
I  shall  be  exceedingly  anxious  until  I  hear  whether  he  was 
charged  with  any  public  dispatches.  To  guard  against  such  an 
accident  in  future,  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  to  shift  some  of 
our  Stages.  Instead  therefore  of  going  to  Stratford  by  the  pres- 
ent Route,  I  would  have  you  withdraw  the  Dragoons  from 
Stamford  and  Greens  farms  and  place  them  upon  the  Road 
from  Kings  ferry  to  Ridgefield  and  from  thence  to  Stratford. 
This  being  higher  up  will  be  less  exposed.  Be  pleased  to  inform 
the  Quarter  Master  at  Kings  ferry  where  you  establish  the 
Stage  between  that  place  and  Ridgefield,  that  he  may  know 
how  to  forward  the  dispatches  which  are  sent  to  him.  You 
will  make  the  change  as  speedily  as  possible.  I  am  &c.14 

CIRCULAR  TO  THE  STATES 15 

Head  Quarters,  near  the  Liberty  Pole,  in 
Bergen  County,  August  27, 1780. 
Sir:  The  Honble:  the  Committee  of  Co-operation  having  re- 
turned to  Congress,  I  am  under  the  disagreeable  necessity  of 
informing  you  that  the  Army  is  again  reduced  to  an  extremity 
of  distress  for  want  of  provision.  The  greater  part  of  it  had 
been  without  Meat  from  the  21st.  to  the  26th.  To  endeavour 
to  obtain  some  relief,  I  moved  down  to  this  place,  with  a  view 
of  stripping  the  lower  parts  of  the  County  of  the  remainder  of 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

15 Addressed  to  the  Presidents  or  Governors  of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland, 
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its  Cattle,  which  after  a  most  rigorous  exaction  is  found  to  af- 
ford between  two  and  three  days  supply  only,  and  those,  con- 
sisting of  Milch  Cows  and  Calves  of  one  or  two  years  old. 
When  this  scanty  pittance  is  consumed,  I  know  not  what  will 
be  our  next  resource,  as  the  Commissary  can  give  me  no  certain 
information  of  more  than  120  head  of  Cattle  expected  from 
Pennsylvania  and  about  150  from  Massachusetts.  I  mean  in 
time  to  supply  our  immediate  wants.  Military  coercion  is  no 
longer  of  any  avail,  as  nothing  further  can  possibly  be  collected 
from  the  Country  in  which  we  are  obliged  to  take  a  position, 
without  depriving  the  inhabitants  of  the  last  morsel.  This  mode 
of  subsisting,  supposing  the  desired  end  could  be  answered  by 
it,  besides  being  in  the  highest  degree  distressing  to  individuals, 
is  attended  with  ruin  to  the  Morals  and  discipline  of  the  Army; 
during  the  few  days  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  send  out 
small  parties  to  procure  provision  for  themselves,  the  most 
enormous  excesses  have  been  committed. 

It  has  been  no  inconsiderable  support  of  our  cause,  to  have 
had  it  in  our  power  to  contrast  the  conduct  of  our  Army  with 
that  of  the  enemy,  and  to  convince  the  inhabitants  that  while 
their  rights  were  wantonly  violated  by  the  British  Troops,  by 
ours  they  were  respected.  This  distinction  must  unhappily  now 
cease,  and  we  must  assume  the  odious  character  of  the  plun- 
derers instead  of  the  protectors  of  the  people,  the  direct  conse- 
quence of  which  must  be  to  alienate  their  minds  from  the 
Army  and  insensibly  from  the  cause.  We  have  not  yet  been 
absolutely  without  Flour,  but  we  have  this  day  but  one  days 
supply  in  Camp,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  there  is  a  single 
Barrel  between  this  place  and  Trenton.  I  shall  be  obliged  there- 
fore to  draw  down  one  or  two  hundred  Barrels  from  a  small 
Magazine  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  establish  at  West  point, 
for  the  security  of  the  Garrison  in  case  of  a  sudden  investiture. 
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From  the  above  state  of  facts  it  may  be  foreseen  that  this 
army  cannot  possibly  remain  much  longer  together,  unless  very 
vigorous  and  immediate  measures  are  taken  by  the  States  to 
comply  with  the  requisitions  made  upon  them.  The  Commis- 
sary General  has  neither  the  means  nor  the  power  of  procuring 
supplies;  he  is  only  to  receive  them  from  the  several  Agents. 
Without  a  speedy  change  of  circumstances,  this  dilemma  will 
be  involved;  either  the  Army  must  disband,  or  what  is,  if  possi- 
ble, worse,  subsist  upon  the  plunder  of  the  people.  I  would  fain 
flatter  myself  that  a  knowledge  of  our  situation  will  produce 
the  desired  relief;  not  a  relief  of  a  few  days  as  has  generally 
heretofore  been  the  case,  but  a  supply  equal  to  the  establish- 
ment of  Magazines  for  the  Winter.  If  these  are  not  formed 
before  the  Roads  are  broken  up  by  the  weather,  we  shall  cer- 
tainly experience  the  same  difficulties  and  distresses  the  ensuing 
Winter  which  we  did  the  last.  Altho'  the  troops  have  upon 
every  occasion  hitherto  borne  their  wants  with  unparralled 
patience,  it  will  be  dangerous  to  trust  too  often  to  a  repetition 
of  the  causes  of  discontent.  I  have  the  honor  etc.16    [n.h.h.s.] 


To  DANIEL  MARSH17 

Head  Quarters,  near  the  Liberty  Pole,  August  27, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  just  received  your  Letter  of  Yesterday  respecting 
the  apprehensions  of  the  Magistrates  and  well  affected  Inhab- 
itants of  Essex  County. 

I  cannot  but  flatter  myself  the  Citizens  of  that  County  and 
of  america  in  general  will  do  me  the  justice  to  acknowledge 

10 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  draft,  in  the  Washington  Papers,  is  in  the 
writing  of  Tench  Tilghrrian  and  Alexander  Hamilton. 

The  letter  sent  to  President  Reed,  in  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade,  is  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 

17  Contractor  for  cattle  in  Essex  County,  N.  J. 
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that  I  have  ever  paid  the  most  particular  attention  to  the  pres- 
ervation of  their  property  and  civil  rights.  And  altho  the  suf- 
ferings of  the  Army  for  want  of  meat,  have  been  extremely 
great,  as  some  of  the  Brigades  have  been  without  for  five  days, 
I  could  heartily  have  wished  that  any  measure  should  have 
been  fallen  upon  to  procure  a  supply,  rather  than  Military  coer- 
cion. But  under  these  circumstances  I  found  myself  compelled 
to  make  a  forage  to  obtain  immediate  relief;  this  was  to  have 
been  confined  to  Bergen  and  Barbadoes  Necks,  and  it  was  by 
mistake  or  misapprehension  that  it  was  extended  any  farther. 
Some  of  the  Commissaries,  I  am  informed  represented  to  Major 
Lee  that  there  was  a  large  number  of  sheep  in  Newark,  part  of 
which  might  be  obtained  for  the  Army  and  that  Capt  Carnes 
was  sent  for  this  purpose.  I  am  happy  that  no  disagreeable 
consequences  have  ensued  from  the  mistake. 

At  the  same  time  that  I  call  to  mind,  with  very  great  satisfac- 
tion and  gratitude  the  exertions  of  the  Well  affected  Inhabit- 
ants of  New  Jersey,  when  the  Army  was  so  much  distressed  for 
provisions  the  last  Winter.  I  cannot  doubt  their  future  efforts 
or  avoid  feeling  a  real  pleasure  at  the  assurances  of  the  Magis- 
trates to  furnish  by  impress,  if  the  Inhabitants  will  not  sell, 
whatever  provisions  and  forage  can  be  spared.  I  am  etc.18 

To  PRESIDENT  JAMES  BOWDOIN 

[Private] 

Head  Quarters,  August  28, 1780. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  My  Dear  Sir  for  your  letter  of 
the  17  and  for  the  interesting  intelligence  you  do  me  the  favour 
to  communicate. 


8 The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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The  blockade  of  the  port  of  Brest  by  delaying  the  sailing  of 
the  second  division,  makes  a  material  change  in  our  prospects. 
I  fear  it  will  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  operate  against  New 
York;  but  if  you  are  not  unfortunate  in  Europe  and  if  vigorous 
measures  are  taken  to  give  us  magazines,  we  may  still  hope  for 
some  important  operation;  but  it  will  probably  be  in  a  different 
quarter.  I  think  however  as  I  have  mentioned  in  my  official 
letter  to  you,  that  we  ought  not  to  discontinue  raising  Men 
for  the  Continental  batalions,  as  there  is  a  possibility  that  we 
may  still  operate  here,  from  the  movement  of  the  Cadiz  fleet, 
or  by  a  reinforcement  from  the  Islands ;  or  if  an  operation  here 
should  not  be  practicable  the  encreasing  our  force  will  enable 
us  the  better  to  detach  to  the  Southward. 

I  should  be  happy  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Council 
respecting  the  arms;  but  our  present  deficiencies  and  the  casual- 
ties that  daily  arise  will  make  us  stand  in  need  of  all  that  has 
arrived  in  the  alliance.  We  expect  a  further  supply  shortly19 
and  the  state  may  depend  that  as  soon  as  possible  its  loan  shall 
be  replaced.  I  entreat  your  influence  to  have  all  the  arms,  pow- 
der cannon  and  clothing  ready  made  forwarded  without  delay 
to  Springfield;  for  the  officers  in  the  service  of  the  Continent 
have  not  the  necessary  means  of  transportation. 

I  am  informed  of  a  set  of  resolutions  lately  entered  into  by  a 
convention  of  delegates  from  the  four  Eastern  states,  which  if 
rightly  represented  to  me,  and  carried  into  execution  will  be 
the  most  likely  means  that  could  be  adopted  to  rescue  our  af- 
fairs from  the  complicated  and  dreadful  embarrassments  un- 
der which  they  labour,  and  will  do  infinite  honor  to  those 
with  whom  they  originate.  I  sincerely  wish  they  may  meet 
with  no  opposition  or  delay  in  their  progress.  Our  situation 

"That  is,  the  arms  and  supplies  left  at  L'Orient  by  the  Alliance,  which  it  was  hoped 
the  Ariel  would  bring  over. 
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is  truly  delicate  and  demands  all  our  wisdom,  all  our  virtue, 
all  our  energy.  Great  Britain  no  doubt  encounters  many  se- 
rious perplexities  and  dangers,  but  there  will  be  no  miracle  in 
her  surmounting  them.  In  Europe  by  the  last  advices  there 
was  a  critical  moment  where  the  chances  were  too  equally  bal- 
lanced.  On  this  continent  the  affairs  of  the  Enemy  are  rather 
too  prosperous;  in  the  West  Indies,  at  this  season,  the  elements 
may  fight  against  our  allies;  but  here  is  our  best  hope.  As  to 
domestic  dissentions,  though  they  will  no  doubt  embarrass,  I 
confess  I  have  no  great  confidence  in  them.  We  have  every 
motive  to  be  in  earnest  and  to  exert  ourselves  to  the  utmost  to 
take  care  of  ourselves.  With  the  truest  esteem  etc.20 

To  PRESIDENT  JAMES  BOWDOIN 

Head  Quarters,  Liberty  Pole,  August  28, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  been  duly  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  16th. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  the  Council  for  the  loan  of  the  arms 
and  am  persuaded  they  have  spared  all  that  were  in  their  power. 
I  believe  they  have  been  misinformed  about  the  number  of  arms 
at  Springfield.  By  the  last  return  there  were  two  thousand 
muskets  capable  of  repair,  and  about  sixteen  thousand  gun  bar- 
rels, which  being  mounted  would  be  fit  for  service.  But  that 
fundamental  defect  in  our  affairs,  the  want  of  money  prevents 
our  availing  ourselves  of  the  resources  otherwise  in  our  power 
and  obstructs  the  activity  of  every  department.  A  representa- 
tion is  gone  to  the  Board  of  war  entreating  them  to  take  every 
method  in  their  power  for  having  the  above  arms  put  in  a 
condition  for  service  as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  late  advices  from  Europe  have  materially  altered  the 
immediate  prospects  of  the  campaign,  and  placed  the  proba- 

20  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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bility  of  any  capital  operation  at  a  much  greater  distance  than 
was  expected.  I  have  therefore  written  to  General  Heath  to 
dismiss  all  the  Militia  at  Rhode  Island  as  soon  as  they  shall 
be  judged  no  longer  necessary  to  our  allies.  The  extreme  dis- 
tress we  are  in  on  the  score  of  supplies  would  have  compelled 
us  to  this,  even  had  not  circumstances  enabled  us  to  dispense 
for  the  present  with  their  services.  Such  part  of  the  Militia 
of  your  state  as  had  come  on  to  the  army  have  been  stationed 
at  West  Point,  where  their  continuance  is  still  necessary;  for 
even  with  their  aid,  our  force  is  only  equal  to  the  defensive. 

I  beg  leave  to  observe  that  I  do  not  think  in  the  present  pos- 
ture of  our  affairs  we  ought  to  discontinue  our  efforts  to  fill  the 
Continental  batalions.  We  ought  to  be  prepared  for  events, 
which  without  this  we  shall  not  be,  and  as  to  the  supplies  re- 
quired they  are  necessary  in  all  cases  to  the  subsistence  of  the 
army.  The  letter  accompanying  this  will  show  how  deplorable 
our  situation  is  in  this  respect.  With  every  sentiment  of  re- 
spect etc.21 

To  GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  GREENE 

Head  Quarters,  Liberty  Pole,  Bergen  County, 

August  28, 1780. 
Sir:  The  intelligence  brought  by  the  Alliance  Frigate  ren- 
ders it  so  very  uncertain,  whether  we  shall  be  in  condition  to 
commence  our  expected  operation  before  the  expiration  of  the 
whole  or  the  greater  part  of  the  time  for  which  the  Militia 
were  engaged,  that  I  think  it  will  be  prudent  to  dismiss  them 
as  soon  as  possible,  not  only  in  the  general  scale  of  Oeconomy, 
but  more  particularly  to  avoid  an  unnecessary  consumption 
of  provision,  for  which  we  are  extremely  distressed,  as  my 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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circular  letter  of  this  date  fully  describes.  You  will  therefore  be 
pleased  to  discharge  all  those  required  by  the  Committee  of 
Cooperation,  as  soon  as  General  Heath  shall  be  of  opinion  that 
the  forwardness  of  the  Works  at  present  on  hand  will  admit 
of  it.  I  would  however  recommend  the  compleating  your 
Continental  Battalions  upon  this  consideration,  that  in  case  we 
should  be  unexpectedly  called  to  operate,  the  fuller  those  Bat- 
talions are,  the  less  will  be  the  demand  for  Militia.  I  have  the 
honor  &c.22 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  near  the  Liberty  Pole, 
Bergen  County,  August  28,  1780. 

Dear  Sir :  I  was  a  few  days  ago  honored  with  yours  of  the 
9th :  since  the  receipt  of  it,  I  have  seen  Commissary  Cheever, 
and  have  had  an  opportunity  of  making  particular  enquiry 
into  the  state  of  the  Arms  at  Springfield.  He  tells  me,  that  the 
repair,  of  such  of  the  old  Muskets  as  are  worth  the  trouble  and 
expence,  is  going  on  as  fast  as  the  circumstances  of  want  of 
hands  and  want  of  money  will  admit.  The  greater  part  of  the 
Gun  Barrels,  he  says,  are  absolutely  unfit  for  use,  having  been 
taken  out  of  old  stocks  at  different  times,  and  not  imported  in 
their  present  state  from  Europe.  I  will  direct  Genl.  Knox  to 
make  enquiry  after  the  100  Barrels  of  Powder  at  Farmington, 
and  if  they  belong  to  the  Continent,  to  have  them  removed  to 
one  of  the  public  Magazines. 

From  the  accounts  brought  by  the  Alliance  Frigate,  I 
think  the  prospects  of  operating,  at  least  during  the  time  for 
which  the  Militia  were  drawn  out,  are  so  very  precarious,  that 
circumstanced  as  we  are  in  regard  to  provision  (as  my  Circular 

S2The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 


1780]  TROOPS  FOR  THE  FRONTIER  457 

letter  of  this  date  particularly  points  out)  it  will  be  more  ad- 
visable to  discharge  them  immediately  than  to  keep  them  up. 
You  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  give  orders  for  the  dismission 
of  all  those  who  were  raised  in  consequence  of  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  Committee  of  Cooperation.  I  should  hope  that  if 
such  a  reinforcement  should  unexpectedly  arrive  to  our  Allies, 
as  would  enable  us  to  carry  on  operations  against  the  enemy, 
that  the  Militia  might  be  shortly  reassembled :  But  I  wish  that 
this  suspension  of  a  part  of  our  preparations  may  not  have  any 
influence  upon  procuring  the  number  of  Men  necessary  to  com- 
pleat  the  Continental  Battalions.  For  want  of  them,  I  am  still 
obliged,  much  against  my  inclination,  to  keep  the  Militia  of 
some  of  the  states  in  the  field;  and  this  consideration  should 
ever  be  kept  in  view,  that  should  we  operate,  the  fuller  the 
Continental  Battalions,  the  smaller  will  be  the  demand  for 
Militia.  I  have  the  honor  etc.23 


To  GOVERNOR  GEORGE  CLINTON 

Head  Quarters,  Liberty  Pole,  August  28,  1780. 
Dear  Sir:  Tomorrow  morning  Col  Malcolm  will  march 
with  the  levies  under  his  command  towards  Kings  ferry,  and 
will  proceed  himself  to  your  Excellency  to  take  your  orders.  I 
have  sent  this  corps  in  consequence  of  what  General  Schuyler 
mentioned  to  me  in  behalf  of  your  Excellency,  and  have  re- 
quested him  to  write  to  you  particularly  on  the  subject.  The 
immediate  prospects  of  the  campaign  having  changed,  it  can- 
not be  more  usefully  employed,  than  in  giving  security  to  the 
frontier,  and  assisting  to  save  the  grain  for  the  mutual  benefit 
of  the  public  and  the  inhabitants. 

23  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.   From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Library. 
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The  discontents  prevailing  in  the  garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler 
are  so  alarming,  that  it  seems  indispensable  it  should  be  with- 
out delay  relieved  by  other  troops.  At  this  moment,  it  would 
be  inconvenient  to  detach  a  regiment  from  the  army.  I  leave 
it  to  Your  Excellency,  if  you  think  proper  to  relieve  the  garri- 
son by  a  sufficient  number  of  the  levies.  They  ought  to  con- 
sist of  those,  who  will  have  at  least  two  or  three  months  after 
their  arrival  to  serve;  otherwise  the  post  might  be  endangered, 
by  the  expiration  of  their  times,  before  we  can  conveniently 
replace  them  from  the  army.  A  good  officer  acquainted  with 
service  to  command  the  garrison  will  be  essential.  I  request 
you  to  inform  me  how  long  the  service  of  the  new  garrison 
may  be  depended  upon. 

The  inclosed  letter  to  Col  Van  Schaik  which  I  beg  you  to 
forward,  directs  him  to  put  his  regiment  under  marching  or- 
ders, and  receive  your  further  instructions.  As  soon  as  relieved 
he  is  to  march  to  join  the  army.  I  have  the  honor  etc.24 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  PHILLIPS 

Head  Quarters,  August  28, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  honor  of  Your  Letter  of  the  23d 
Instant,  and  have  duly  observed  its  Contents. 

I  have  no  power  to  grant  the  permission  You  request  in  favor 
of  the  Convention  Officers  on  parole  in  New  York,  either  as  it 
respects  them  under  your  more  general  description,  or  the  Four 
Gentlemen  in  whose  behalf  You  more  particularly  interest 
Yourself.  The  permission  can  only  be  granted  by  Congress. 
At  the  same  time  it  is  entirely  in  the  power  of  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton to  place  the  whole  or  any  part  of  these  Officers  and  I  should 

24  In  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton.  From  a  photostat  of  the  original  kindly 
furnished  by  Judge  E.  A.  Armstrong,  of  Princeton,  N.  J. 
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hope  he  will  do  it,  in  a  situation  to  make  the  visit  they  wish, 
by  finally  exchanging  them  for  an  equal  number  of  their  rank, 
which  I  shall  most  readily  consent  to,  whenever  he  is  disposed 
to  the  measure,  and  against  which  it  seems  to  me  there  can  be 
no  greater  Objection  than  to  his  agreeing  to  their  going  to  Eu- 
rope on  parole.  In  either  case  the  seperation  from  their  Men 
would  be  equal,  which  has  been  generally  considered  as  a  prin- 
ciple obstacle. 

As  to  what  You  observe  with  respect  to  the  Officers  having  a 
claim  to  the  indulgence  requested;  I  can  only  say  that  how- 
ever desirous  the  Gentlemen  may  be  of  it  I  might  be  disposed 
to  grant  it  if  I  had  authority,  they  cannot  ask  it  as  a  matter 
of  right,  in  consequence  of  anything  transacted  at  Amboy  be- 
tween the  Commissioners,  or  from  the  applications  on  which 
they  were  permitted  to  go  into  New  York.  In  the  first  case 
there  was  nothing  definitive  done  respecting  the  point  and  in 
the  second,  the  Officers  will  remember  that  their  applications 
in  most  instances,  and  the  permissions  in  All  were  meant  to 
extend  to  New  York  and  no  farther,  and  I  am  certain  that  the 
Gentlemen  will  govern  themselves  accordingly,  however  in- 
cautious or  negligent  the  persons  may  have  been  who  took 
written  engagements  from  them,  in  not  specifying  the  restric- 
tion; and  also  that  You  would  not  countenance  in  the  most 
distant  degree,  a  different  conduct.  I  have  the  honor  etc.25 

To  COLONEL  GOOSE  VAN  SCHAICK 

Head  Quarters,  August  28, 1780. 
Sir:  I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  21st.  The  ravages 
committed  on  the  frontier  are  lamentable  in  every  point  of 
view;  but  until  the  States  will  adopt  the  policy  of  having  an 

25  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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army  instead  of  the  semblance  of  one,  we  must  expect  to  submit 
to  similar  depredations,  and  evils  still  worse. 

Some  change  having  happened  in  the  general  prospects  of 
the  campaign,  I  am  induced  to  order  Col  Malcolm  with  the 
levies  under  his  command  to  proceed  to  the  frontier.  One  of 
the  objects  for  sending  him  will  be  to  relieve  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Schuyler.  You  will  therefore  put  your  regiment  under 
marching  orders  and  when  the  relief  arrives  will  march  it  to 
join  the  army.  I  have  left  the  final  arrangements  in  this  mat- 
ter to  Governor  Clinton  to  whose  instructions  you  will  be 
pleased  to  conform.  I  am  &c.20 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  near  the  liberty  Pole,  August  28, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d:  The  late 
European  intelligence  has  so  altered  the  immediate  prospects 
of  the  Campaign,  that  I  think  it  adviseable  to  dismiss  the  militia 
now  in  service  and  prevent  any  other  coming  out  for  the  pres- 
ent. You  will  therefore  let  those  now  with  you  return  home 
as  soon  as  their  services  are  no  longer  thought  necessary  by  the 
Count  de  Rochambeau,  for  as  the  probability  of  operating  in 
this  quarter  is  greatly  diminished,  and  that  of  an  operation  else- 
where remote,  it  becomes  our  duty  to  reduce  our  expences  and 
oeconomise  our  supplies  as  much  as  possible. 

With  respect  to  what  you  mention  concerning  the  works 
erecting  on  Butts  hill,  if  our  allies  expect  we  are  to  contribute  to 
the  expence  of  it,  we  shall  be  obliged,  in  delicacy  to  do  it;  but  if 
it  could  have  been  avoided,  it  would  have  better  suited  the  pres- 
ent state  of  our  affairs.  I  do  not  consider  the  works  raising  on 
the  Island  as  of  any  great  utility  to  us  further  than  as  they 

26The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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contribute  to  the  safety  of  our  Allies ;  and  the  expence  which 
may  be  incurred  will  in  my  opinion  have  little  other  equivalent 
than  this.  You  will  therefore  easily  conceive,  that  I  should  be 
glad  every  thing  of  this  kind  might  be  avoided,  so  far  as  it  can 
be  done  without  impeaching  the  generosity  of  the  states;  for 
while  our  allies  are  sending  Fleets  and  Armies  to  our  assistance 
and  maintaining  them  at  their  own  expence  in  our  Country,  it 
might  not  be  decent  to  refuse  bearing  such  little  expences  as 
they  seem  to  expect  us  to  bear;  but  we  ought  not  to  volunteer 
any  thing  of  this  kind;  and  I  am  persuaded  you  will  not.  You 
will  act  agreeable  to  these  ideas. 

With  respect  to  the  culprits  you  mention,  you  have  my  con- 
sent to  pardon  such  of  them  as  you  think  proper. 

I  omitted  acknowledging  your  two  favors  of  the  19th.  You 
will  accept  Lieut.  Cooks  resignation  in  the  usual  forms.  I 
am  etc.27 

To  COLONEL  WILLIAM  MALCOM 

Head  Quarters,  Liberty  Pole,  Bergen  County, 

August  28, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  put  the  Brigade  of  New 
York  Levies  in  immediate  readiness  for  a  march,  which  will 
commence  to  morrow  Morning,  towards  Kings  Ferry;  where 
I  am  in  hopes  you  will  meet  with  Vessels  to  transport  the  Corps 
and  Baggage  to  Albany. 

As  soon  as  you  have  put  the  Brigade  in  motion,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  proceed  yourself  to  His  Excellency  Govr  Clinton, 
in  order  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  and  receive  his 
directions.  I  am  &c.28 


27  In  the  writing  of  Richard  Kidder  Meade. 

28  In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.    From  the  original  in  the  Papers  of  the 
Continental  Congress,  no.  152,  9,  fol.  135. 
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To  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS 

Head  Quarters,  Liberty  Pole,  August  28,  1780. 

Sir:  The  day  before  yesterday  we  compleated  the  Forage  of 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  advise  Congress  the  24th:  instant, 
the  product  of  which  has  been,  as  was  apprehended,  very  in- 
considerable. The  Army  is  now  reassembled  at  this  place  and 
will  remain  here  a  day  or  two  to  consume  the  forage  remain- 
ing in  the  neighbourhood,  after  which  we  shall  probably  re- 
tire to  our  former  position. 

The  intelligence  brought  by  the  Alliance  of  the  second 
Division  being  blocked  up  in  Brest  by  thirty  two  British  ships 
of  the  line  has  made  a  material  change  in  the  prospects  of  the 
Campaign.  This,  and  the  extreme  distress  of  our  Magazine's 
have  determined  me  to  dismiss  all  the  Militia  in  service  except 
such  part  as  was  wanted  for  immediate  purposes.  The  prob- 
ability of  our  being  able  to  act  in  this  quarter  is  become  too 
precarious  and  remote  to  justify  our  keeping  a  large  body  of 
Militia  in  the  field,  as  it  would  be  attended  with  much  ex- 
pence,  and  an  additional  consumption  of  provision  and  Stores, 
neither  of  which  are  we  in  any  condition  to  afford.  This 
would  have  been  the  less  eligible,  as  in  all  probability  the  pe- 
riods for  which  they  were  called  out  would  have  expired  be- 
fore they  could  be  made  use  of,  if  at  all.  Indeed  I  have  little 
hope  of  any  thing  decisive  in  this  quarter  this  Campaign.  The 
inclosed  Copy  of  a  circular  letter  to  the  States  respectively  will 
inform  Congress  of  the  extremity  of  our  present  necessities, 
and  the  shocking  consequences  that  are  resulting  from  them. 

The  Army  being  in  motion  at  the  time  Mr.  Matthews 29  left 
Head  Quarters  in  order  to  return  to  Philada.  I  could  not  then 

18 John  Mathews  (Mathews).  He  was  a  Delegate  to  Congress  from  South  Carolina. 
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do  myself  the  honor  to  testify  to  Congress  the  grateful  sense  I 
have  of  the  chearful  and  vigorous  exertions  of  the  Commit- 
tee 30  during  their  residence  with  the  Army.  This  I  now  beg 
leave  to  do,  and  to  assure  Congress  that  I  feel  myself  under 
the  greatest  obligations  to  them  for  having  done  all  in  their 
power  to  accomplish  the  objects  of  their  appointment  and  for- 
ward the  measures  which  the  good  of  the  service  and  the  exi- 
gency of  the  conjuncture  demanded.  I  have  the  honor  etc.31 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck,  Monday,  August  28, 1780. 
Parole  Luxemburgh.    Countersigns  C,  R. 
Watchword  Glory. 

Brigadier  General  Nixon. 

Lieutenant  Colonels  | 

[Conway33 

Brigade  Major  Oliver34 

For  Guard  Major  Talbot 

Great  irregularity  having  prevailed  in  the  issues  of  rum  to 
the  several  brigades;  for  the  future  it  is  to  be  issued  in  the  fol- 
lowing proportion  when  there  is  any  in  the  Magazine.  To  a 
Colonel  or  Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant  half  a  Gallon 
pr.  week.  To  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  or  Major  three  pints  per 
week.  To  a  Captain  two  pints  and  a  Subaltern  a  pint  and  a 
half  per  week.  Rum  is  to  be  issued  to  the  soldiery  in  rainy 

30  Committee  of  Cooperation. 

31In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  The  letter  was  read  in  Congress  on  September 
4  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Washington's  letter  of  August  20. 

32 Lieut.  Col.  Tobias  Fernald  (Furnald),  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment. 

33 Lieut.  Col.  John  Conway,  of  the  First  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1781. 

^Maj.  Robert  Oliver,  of  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Second  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  November,  1783. 
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weather  and  on  fatigue,  but  on  no  other  occasions  except  by 
special  order  from  Head  Quarters  at  a  gill  pr  man,  in  the  first 
case  it  shall  be  issued  on  returns  signed  by  the  commanding 
officers  of  brigades;  in  the  last  on  returns  signed  by  the  Quar- 
termaster General,  Adjutant  General  or  officer  commanding 
the  Corps  of  Engineers.  This  order  is  not  to  be  deviated  from 
on  any  pretence  whatever. 

Some  irregularities  having  also  happened  in  the  Issues  of 
provision  by  which  officers  of  different  corps  are  inequally 
serv'd  the  General  absolutely  forbids  any  change  to  be  made 
in  any  part  of  the  Army  of  the  rations  from  time  to  time  estab- 
lished in  general  orders. 

The  General  has  been  informed  of  several  late  instances  of 
parties  being  sent  from  the  Army  by  officers  commanding  Bri- 
gades; regiments  and  even  companies  without  permission 
from  Head  Quarters  to  impress  different  articles  from  the  in- 
habitants and  that  great  abuses  have  resulted  there  from;  as 
nothing  can  be  more  contrary  to  good  order  or  of  more  dan- 
gerous tendency  than  this  practice,  it  is  at  all  events  to  be  dis- 
continued. When  particular  circumstances  make  it  necessary 
to  have  recourse  to  this  expedient  a  representation  must  be 
made  to  Head  quarters  for  the  purpose,  that  measures  ade- 
quate to  the  end  and  least  injurious  to  the  rights  of  individuals 
may  be  pursued. 

The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Wyllys  is  pres- 
ident, is  to  sit  tomorrow  morning  nine  o'clock  at  the  place 
mention'd  in  orders  yesterday. 

The  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  Greaton  is 
President,  to  assemble  at  the  President's  Markee  the  same 
hour.  The  Members  of  these  Courts  are  desired  to  be  punc- 
tual in  their  attendance. 

Two  Bakers  from  each  Brigade  to  be  sent  this  afternoon 
four  o'clock  to  Orange  town  to  assist  the  superintendent  of  the 
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Bakers  at  that  place.  Each  wing  gives  a  serjeant  to  conduct 
them. 

Orderlies  for  the  first  mention'd  court  martial  from  the  left 
wing;  For  the  last  from  the  right  wing. 

The  second  Pennsylvania  and  second  Massachusetts  bri- 
gades each  give  one  for  the  orderly  office. 

At  the  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Greaton  is 
President,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Conway  was  tried  for  "Dis- 
obedience of  Orders  and  ungentlemanlike  behavior  in  beat- 
ing Colonel  Ogden's  waiter  for  being  in  the  exact  line  of  his 
duty  after  he  was  directly  informed  thereof". 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Conway 
is  not  Guilty  of  the  Charge  exhibited  against  him  and  do  Ac- 
quit him  with  Honor. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  confirms  the  opinion  of  the 
Court.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Conway  is  released  from  his 
Arrest. 

At  the  same  Court,  Captain  John  Dennett35  of  die  third 
New  Hampshire  regiment  was  tried  for.  "Disobedience  of 
orders  and  neglect  of  duty  in  not  going  to  Amherst  in 
New  Hampshire  and  doing  the  duty  he  was  there  ordered 
to  do." 

The  Court  do  acquit  Captain  Dennett  of  the  Charge  exhib- 
ited against  him. 

The  General  approves  the  acquittal.  Captain  Dennet  is  re- 
leased from  Arrest. 

Likewise  Lieutenant  Welsh36  of  the  9  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment was  tried  for  "Absenting  himself  from  his  regiment 
three  days  and  leaving  his  Company  without  an  officer  to  take 
care  of  it". 


35  Of  the  Third  New  Hampshire  Regiment.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Second  New 
Hampshire  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  served  to  March,  1783. 

36  Lieut.  Richard  Welsh,  of  the  Ninth  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
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The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  Lieutenant  Welsh  is  Guilty 
of  the  Charge  against  him  being  a  breach  of  Article  2d.  Sec- 
tion 13th.  of  the  Articles  of  war  and  do  sentence  him  to  be 
dismissed  the  service. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  and  or- 
ders it  to  take  place  immediately. 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck,  Tuesday,  August  29, 1780. 
Parole  Kingston.    Countersigns  Kent,  Keep. 
Watchword  Always  ready. 

Brigadier  General  Clinton 
Lieutenant  Colonels  Peters37 

and  Hull38 
Brigade  Major  Ashley. 
For  Guard  Major  Grier 

From  the  Deficiency  of  Field  officers  in  the  Jersey  brigade 
and  more  particularly  in  the  regiment  to  which  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Barber  belongs;  He  is  permitted  for  the  present  to  de- 
cline the  duties  of  Inspector  and  confine  himself  to  those  of 
his  regiment.  Major  Fish  will  in  the  mean  time  perform  the 
duties  of  Division  Inspector. 

As  black  and  red  feathers  have  been  furnished  the  Division 
of  Light  Infantry  to  distinguish  it  from  the  rest  of  the  Army 
they  are  not  to  be  worn  by  any  officers  or  soldiers  but  those 
who  belong  to  it. 

At  a  General  Court  martial  of  the  Line  held  27th  of  July  last 
whereof  Colonel  Richard  Butler  was  President,  Philip  Lankfitt 
and  Richard  Peters  of  the  4th.  regiment  of  Light  dragoons 

37  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew  Peters,  of  the  Fifteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  in 
service  in  November,  1780. 

38 Lieut.  Col.  William  Hull,  of  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regiment. 
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were  tried  for  "Robbing  Joseph  Wessells  of  sundry  Articles  in 
presence  of  the  said  Wessell's  Wife  "  found  Guilty  of  the  charge 
exhibited  against  them  being  a  breach  of  article  21st.  Section 
13th.  of  the  Articles  of  war  and  sentenced  each  of  them  to 
receive  one  hundred  lashes.  The  Commander  in  Chief  ap- 
proves the  sentence. 

At  a  General  court  martial  of  the  line  whereof  Colonel  Grea- 
ton  is  President,  Captain  Hopkins89  of  the  4th.  regiment  of 
light  dragoons  was  tried  for  "  Having  repeatedly  sold  public 
horses  and  applied  the  money  to  his  own  use  ". 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  Captain  Hopkins  is  not  Guilty 
of  the  charge  and  do  acquit  him.  The  General  approves  the 
Acquittal.  Captain  Hopkins  is  released  from  his  Arrest. 

At  the  same  court  Lieutenant  Trent40  of  the  same  regiment 
was  tried  for  "  disobedience  of  orders  the  23d.  of  July  last ". 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  Lieutenant  Trent  is  Guilty  of  the 
Charge  against  him  and  do  sentence  that  he  be  reprimanded  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  belongs. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  and  orders 
it  to  be  carried  into  execution  tomorrow  and  that  then  he  be 
releas'd  from  his  Arrest. 

At  the  same  court  Asa  Snow,  soldier  in  the  12th.  Massachu- 
sett's  regiment  was  tried  for  "Disobedience  of  orders  and 
attempting  the  life  of  Captain  Allen41  in  the  execution  of  his 
duty  by  stabbing  him  with  a  fixed  Bayonet  on  the  evening  of 
the  7th.  Instant "  found  Guilty  of  disobedience  of  orders,  and 
attempting  the  life  of  Captain  Allen  by  stabbing  him  with  a 
fixed  bayonet  in  breach  of  Article  5  section  18th.  of  the  Articles 

S0Capt.  David  Hopkins,  of  the  Fourth  Continental  Dragoons.  He  was  made  major 
of  the  First  Continental  Dragoons  in  1780  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

"Lieut.  Lawrence  Trent,  of  the  Fourth  Continental  Dragoons.  He  was,  later, 
appointed  captain  and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 

41  Capt.  Noah  Allen,  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  First  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  retired  in  August,  1782. 
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of  war  and  sentenced  to  receive  one  hundred  lashes  on  his  bare 
back. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  and  orders 
it  to  be  executed  tomorrow  morning  at  the  Head  of  the  regi- 
ment to  which  he  belongs. 

Mr.  Israel  Weed,  Assistant  Commissary  of  Issues,  was  like- 
wise tried  for  "  selling  Flour  Meat  spirits  and  salt  out  of  the 
public  Stores  without  proper  authority — Secondly  for  not  de- 
livering Coffee  and  Butter  drawn  for  the  brigade  ".  The  Court 
are  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Weed  is  not  Guilty  of  either  of  the 
Charges  and  do  acquit  him  with  Honor. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  confirms  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 
Mr.  Weed  is  released  from  Arrest. 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

Head  Quarters  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Lee, 

August,  29  1780. 

Sir:  I  had  not  the  honor  till  three  days  ago  to  receive  Your 
Excellency's  Letters  of  the  4th  Ulto  and  2d  Instant. 

With  respect  to  your  enquiry  about  sending  Tobacco  to  New 
York  and  Long  Island  for  the  prisoners,  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  give  You  a  decisive  answer,  but  I  am  much  inclined  to  think 
that  it  would  not  be  permitted  by  the  Enemy.  I  have  heard  by 
report  that  the  matter  has  been  mentioned  on  some  occasion, 
and  it  was  said  not  to  be  admissible;  and  also  that  they  would 
not  allow  a  quantity  of  Iron  or  lumber  to  be  sent  from  Mary- 
land for  their  prisoners.  The  more  eligible  way  I  believe  will 
be  for  Your  Excellency  to  pursue  the  Alternative  You  pro- 
posed, and  to  transmit  the  Money. 

The  good  effects  arising  from  proclamations  to  bring  in  De- 
serters have  not  hitherto  been  very  extensive;  however  I  was 
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induced  from  the  reports  I  had  received  that  there  were  many 
in  Virginia,  who  would  probably  surrender  themselves  on  a 
promise  of  pardon,  to  issue  One,  which  I  took  the  liberty  of 
transmitting  to  Your  Excellency  in  a  Letter  of  the  14th  Inst, 
which  I  presume  will  have  come  to  hand  before  this  time. 
I  now  inclose  Your  Excellency  Another  founded  on  the  Act  of 
Assembly  transmitted  in  your  Letter  of  the  2d,42  with  an  Addi- 
tional clause  respecting  prisoners  who  have  escaped  from  the 
Enemy  and  returned  to  their  Homes.  Your  Excellency  it  is 
probable,  will  have  withheld  the  former  proclamation,  if  You 
have  you  will  be  so  obliging,  after  filling  up  the  blank  left  for 
inserting  the  date  and  manner  of  publishing  the  Act  to  which 
the  present  One  refers,  as  to  commit  it  to  the  printer. 

Our  prospects  of  an  operation  against  New  York  this  Cam- 
paign have  become  very  precarious  and  contingent.  The  Alli- 
ance Frigate  has  just  arrived  at  Boston  from  L'Orient,  which 
she  left  the  9th  of  July,  and  we  learn  by  her  that  the  Harbour 
of  Brest  from  whence  the  Second  division  intended  to  cooper- 
ate with  us  was  to  come,  was  then  blocked  up  by  32  British 
Ships  of  the  line,  and  that  the  division  had  not  sailed.  We  also 
hear  through  the  same  channel,  that  the  combined  fleet  con- 
sisting of  36  or  38  Ships  of  the  line  had  sailed  from  Cadiz  to 
open  the  Harbour  and  form  a  junction  with  several  Other 
Ships  of  War,  which  were  shut  in.  From  this  intelligence  it  is 
probable  we  shall  soon  be  informed,  that  a  great  naval  combat 
has  taken  place  between  the  Two  fleets.  I  sincerely  wish  suc- 
cess to  our  Allies  and  I  will  not  doubt  it,  but  if  it  should  be  the 
case,  the  arrival  of  the  2d  division,  making  a  reasonable  allow- 
ance for  their  passage  and  delay  afterwards  for  refreshing  the 
Troops  and  Seamen,  will  hardly  be  in  time  for  us  to  commence 
so  extensive  an  operation  as  the  one  against  New  York,  with  a 

42This  broadside  and  Jefferson's  letter  to  Washington  of  Aug.  2,  1780,  are  in  the 
Washington  Papers. 
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reasonable  hope  of  carrying  it  through  before  Winter  sets  in 
with  severity.  But  this  is  not  the  only  objection.  The  States 
remain  most  amazingly  deficient  in  their  quotas  of  Troops  and 
I  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  it  would  be  the  case,  if  the  re- 
mainder of  the  french  force  was  here.  This  is,  it  must  be  the 
consequence  of  our  fatal  system  of  short  inlistments,  by  which 
we  have  Armies  to  raise  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion,  and  by  the 
repetition  of  which  the  patriotism  and  purses  of  the  people 
have  been  so  often  and  so  far  extended  that  they  are  discour- 
aged and  go  about  to  comply  with  any  requisitions  with  an 
infinite  indifference.  And  besides  this  failure  on  our  part, 
I  have  the  mortification  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  for  sev- 
eral days  past  the  Army  has  been  almost  intirely  destitute  of 
meat,  on  some  days  without  a  mouthful,  and  has  drawn  the 
chief  part  it  has  had  from  die  scanty  supplies  in  the  hands  of 
the  Inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  of  it  who  had  been  impoverished 
before.  Those  failures  and  these  wants  on  our  part,  blast  almost 
every  hope  of  successful  operations  in  any  case,  and  the  latter 
produce  a  most  licentious  spirit  in  the  soldiery.  An  Army 
should  be  well  fed,  well  cloathed  and  paid  and  then  You  may 
exact  and  expect  almost  any  thing  from  it.  This  is  a  measure 
universally  received  among  military  Men  and  is  founded  in  the 
most  obvious  reason,  but  with  respect  to  Our  Army  it  does  not 
operate  in  any  one  of  those  instances.  I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  If  Your  Excellency,  when  this  comes  to  hand,  should 
have  published  the  proclamation  transmitted  in  my  Letter  of 
the  14th.  and  should  still  chuse  to  publish  the  present  One,  as 
being  conformable  to  the  wishes  of  the  Legislature;  You  will 
be  pleased  to  erase  the  last  paragraph  respecting  Soldiers  who 
have  been  prisoners  and  escaped,  before  it  goes  to  the  press,  as 
the  former  contained  one  nearly  similar.43 

43  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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PROCLAMATION  OF  PARDON  TO  DESERTERS 

Head  Quarters  in  Jersey,  August  29,  1780. 

Whereas  many  Soldiers  belonging  to  the  Battalions  raised 
by  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  serve  in  the  Continental 
Army  have  deserted  from  them,  and  the  Honourable  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  said  Commonwealth  apprehending  that 
many  of  them  sensible  of  their  folly  and  wickedness  in  violat- 
ing their  faith  and  Oaths,  in  dishonourably  abandoning  the 
cause  of  their  Country  by  desertion,  would  gladly  be  restored 
to  the  favour  of  their  fellow  Citizens,  by  a  speedy  return  to 
their  duty  during  the  war,  or  for  a  certain  time  over  and 
above  their  several  engagements,  were  it  not  for  the  fear  of  an 
ignominious  punishment,  were  pleased  by  an  Act  passed  at 
their  last  session,  entitled  "An  Act  the  more  effectually  to  pre- 
vent and  punish  desertion  "  which  was  published  "  to  proclaim 
pardon  to  all  Deserters  from  the  Virginia  line  of  the  Continen- 
tal Army,  who  should  within  Two  Months  after  the  publica- 
tion of  the  said  Act  return  to  their  several  Companies,  if  on 
land,  and  if  at  sea,  within  Two  Months  after  their  return,  and 
serve  during  the  War,  if  so  engaged,  and  if  otherwise  should 
serve  Two  Years  over  and  above  the  time  for  which  he  or  they 
engaged." 

Therefore  to  quiet  the  minds  of  all  such  Deserters  and  to 
prevent  all  appearance  of  excuse  to  any  who  shall  dare  to  re- 
ject the  pardon  and  indemnification  requested  and  offered  by 
the  said  Act,  I  do  hereby  proclaim  and  grant  a  full  pardon  to 
all  such  as  have  already  surrendered  themselves  to  any  Conti- 
nental Officer  in  the  said  Commonwealth  (their  Companies 
being  in  captivity)  on  the  terms  contained  in  the  said  Act,  and 
also  to  all  such  as  shall  hereafter  surrender  themselves  at 
Chesterfield  or  Frederickburg  in  the  said  Commonwealth,  to 
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Brigadier  General  Muhlenberg  or  any  other  Continental  Offi- 
cer on  the  terms  of  service,  and  within  the  times  prescribed  by 
the  same,  having  regard  to  their  being  on  land  or  at  sea  as  is 
therein  mentioned. 

And  Whereas  it  has  been  suggested  to  me  that  many  Sol- 
diers made  prisoners  in  the  course  of  the  War  and  who  have 
escaped,  have  most  unjustifiably  affected  to  consider  them- 
selves entirely  discharged  from  service  by  their  captivity  and 
escape,  though  the  terms  of  their  inlistments  were  not  expired 
and  have  accordingly  returned  to  their  homes,  I  have  thought 
it  proper  hereby  to  give  notice  to  all  such  in  said  Common- 
wealth under  this  discription,  if  any  such  there  be,  that  they 
are  to  repair  to  Fredericksburg  or  Chesterfield  by  the  last  day 
of  October  and  surrender  themselves  to  a  Continental  Officer 
under  pain  of  being  treated  as  Deserters,  if  they  fail  to  do  it, 
and  serve  according  to  the  terms  of  their  respective  inlist- 
ments; and  where  these  were  for  a  shorter  period  than  during 
the  War,  they  are  moreover  to  make  good  the  time  they  have 
unlawfully  absented  themselves.44 

To  LORD  STIRLING 

Head  Quarters,  August  30, 1780. 
My  Lord:  As  it  appears  by  some  recent  intelligence,  that  the 
Enemy  are  removing  from  Long  Island  to  York  Island,  And 
as  their  movements  from  the  latter  (by  way  of  Spiten  Devil 
can  be  masqued  and  rapid)  I  request  your  Lordship  to  give  a 
standing  order,  while  we  remain  in  this  position,  to  the  Regi- 
ment on  the  left  of  Poors  Brigade,  in  case  of  a  landing  and 
firing  at  the  Picket  on  their  left,  to  march  immediately  to  its 
support;  taking  care  not  to  let  the  Enemy  gain  their  left  flank. 
This  Regt.  may  be  followed  by  others  from  the  same  Brigade 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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if  necessary,  the  succeeding  Regts  to  form  on  the  right  of  the 
same. 

The  same  order  may  be  given  in  behalf  of  Closter  landing  to 
the  left  Regt.  in  the  4th.  Massachusetts  Brigade  &c.  I  am  etc.45 

To  LIEUTENANT  GENERAL 
FREDERICK  HALDIMAND46 

Head  Quarters,  near  Hudson's  River,  August  30, 1780. 
Sir:  I  think  it  my  duty  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  it  has 
been  represented  to  me,  that  several  American  Officers,  who 
are  your  prisoners,  are  suffering  a  close  and  rigorous  confine- 
ment in  the  Jails  of  Quebec,  without  any  good  reason  to  war- 
rant such  treatment.  I  will  not  pretend  to  decide  these  facts 
are  authentic,  as  they  have  not  come  to  me  in  such  a  way  as  is 
intirely  satisfactory,  and  as  they  are  opposed  to  that  human- 
ity and  liberality  of  character  which  I  have  always  supposed 
Your  Excellency  to  possess.  They  have  however  been  so  rep- 
resented that  I  could  not  but  make  the  communication,  as  well 
in  justice  to  You  as  to  the  Officers  of  Colo  Warner's  Regi- 
ment who  are  mentioned  as  the  parties  suffering;  and  I  will 
not  doubt  it  will  have  your  attention  and  that  these  and  All 
Others  prisoners  under  your  direction,  will  receive  a  treatment 
consistent  with  their  rank,  and  the  principles  of  humanity. 
And  as  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  who  are  prisoners  in  Your 
hands  are  very  remote  from  their  friends  and  the  means  of 
support,  I  would  submit  it  to  You,  whether  they  might  not  be 
sent  to  New  York  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton  with  proper  Lists, 
where  they  will  be  exchanged  in  the  due  order  of  their  capture 
with  respect  to  the  Other  prisoners  in  his  possession.  I  do  not 
perceive  that  any  inconvenience  to  You  can  result  from  the 

45  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
48  British  commander  in  chief  in  Canada. 
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measure  or  I  would  not  propose  it,  especially  when  I  add,  that 
if  the  prisoners  are  retaken  or  lost  at  Sea  in  their  passage,  they 
shall  be  duly  accounted  for  in  the  order  of  exchange.  I  have 
the  Honor  etc.47 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  August  30, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  return  you  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  Mar- 
tial transmitted  in  yours  of  the  23d.  The  confirmation  of  the 
sentence  and  expediency  of  carrying  it  into  execution  lays 
with  you  as  General  Officer  commanding  in  a  separate  State. 
You  will  also  be  better  able  to  judge  than  I  can,  from  being  on 
the  spot,  of  the  necessity  of  making  examples  of  these  kinds  of 
people,  who  I  am  informed  make  a  practice  of  coming  out 
without  Officers  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the  Horses 
and  Cattle  of  the  inhabitants,  and  who  cannot  therefore  plead 
the  privileges  of  prisoners  of  War.48  I  am  &c. 

I  have  reed,  the  Plumbs  for  which  I  am  exceedingly  obliged.49 

To  COLONEL  SETH  WARNER 

Head  Quarters,  August  30, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  Your  Letter  of  the  22d.  Instant.  It  is 
impossible  for  me  to  make  a  final  or  even  a  parole  exchange 
of  the  Officers  You  mention,  because  there  are  Others  who 
have  been  much  longer  in  captivity,  and  who,  having  a  su- 
perior claim  from  that  circumstance  to  be  first  released  on  one 
of  these  modes,  would  complain  and  remonstrate  against  the 
measure  as  being  injurious  to  their  rights.  I  have  however 

4TThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 

48 Two  men,  Nathaniel  Ackesley  and  Reuben  Weeks,  had  been  captured  running  off 
cattle  and  horses.  They  were  tried  and  sentenced  as  British  spies. 

49  In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point 
after  he  fled  to  the  British. 
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represented  the  situation  of  the  Officers  and  the  hardships  to 
which  they  have  been  subjected  to  General  Haldimand  and 
hope  that  they  will  be  permitted  every  indulgence  and  liberty 
compatible  with  their  situation  and  rank.  And  as  it  will  be 
for  the  benefit  of  our  Officers  and  Soldiers  in  his  hands  to 
be  at  New  York,  where  they  will  equally  share  in  every  public 
provision  made  for  Our  prisoners  will  have  the  same  chance 
of  receiving  supplies  from  their  Friends,  and  will  be  in  the 
way  of  being  released  on  a  final  or  parole  exchange,  whenever 
it  comes  to  be  their  right,  I  have  requested  General  Haldimand 
to  send  them  there.  You  will  forward  the  letter  addressed  to 
him  by  a  proper  flag,  till  it  is  met  at  some  of  the  upper  posts. 
From  the  difficult  state  of  our  finances  at  present  and  the  em- 
barrassments which  attend  the  getting  of  money  for  the  most 
pressing  occasions,  it  would  be  well  always  to  transmit  Your 
Letters  and  dispatches  by  post  from  Albany  or  some  of  the  pri- 
vate opportunities  that  are  constantly  offering,  as  it  would  save 
the  public  or  Officers  you  employ  to  bring  them,  a  consider- 
able expence.  I  am  &c.50 

To  COLONEL  ETHAN  ALLEN 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  August  30, 1780. 
Sir:  I  have  been  favd.  with  yours  of  the  16th:  Inst.  I  cannot 
without  deviating  from  the  rule  of  conduct  which  I  have  con- 
stantly observed,  exchange  the  Officers  of  Colo.  Warners  Regi- 
ment at  this  time,  because  there  are  a  great  number  who  have 
been  much  longer  in  captivity,  and  have  therefore  a  just  right 
to  a  preference:  But  to  endeavour  to  afford  them  the  best  re- 
lief that  the  nature  of  the  case  will  admit,  I  have  written  to 
Genl.  Haldiman  and  proposed  to  him  to  send  them  and  the 
other  prisoners  of  War  in  his  possession  to  New  York,  where 

""The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Ethan  Allen. 
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we  can  furnish  them  with  supplies  of  several  kinds,  which  we 
cannot  from  the  great  distance  forward  to  Quebec,  and  where 
they  will  be  exchanged  in  due  course.  I  have  also  represented 
to  General  Haldiman  what  you  report  of  the  treatment  of  our 
prisoners  in  Canada,  and  I  hope  my  remonstrance  will  have  the 
desired  effect,  should  the  cause  of  complaint  be  well  grounded. 
I  am  &c.51 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck, 
Wednesday,  August  30, 1780. 
Parole  Vandalia.    Countersigns  H.,  W. 
Watchword  All's  well. 

Brigadier  General  Patterson 
Colonel  Putnam 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Barber 
Brigade  Major  Darby.52 
For  Guard  Major  Ball.53 

Colonel  Biddle  requests  the  favor  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
Army  who  have  Accounts  for  horsekeeping  unsettled  to  make 
them  out  to  the  4th.  instant  and  send  them  to  his  office  in  Camp 
for  settlement  that  he  may  certify  the  balances  due  and  make 
Application  to  the  honorable  the  Treasury  board  for  money  to 
discharge  them.  He  now  Quarters  at  Mr.  Voorhees's54  be- 
tween the  Newbridge  and  Hackinsack. 

At  the  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Greaton  is 
President,  Captain  Peter  Manifold55  of  the  4th.  regiment  of 

61  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"Maj.  Samuel  Darby,  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

^Maj.  Lebbeus  Ball,  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  resigned  in  Octo- 
ber, 1780. 

MJohn(?)  Voorhees. 

66 Of  the  Fourth  Continental  Dragoons.  He  resigned  in  October,  1780. 
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light  dragoons  was  tried  for  "  Disposing  of  a  horse  belonging 
to  said  regiment." 

The  Court  are  of  opinion  that  though  Captain  Manifold  sold 
a  horse  belonging  to  the  public  he  did  not  sell  it  with  an  intent 
of  defrauding  the  regiment  or  the  public :  Yet  as  the  selling  a 
horse  or  any  other  Property  belonging  to  the  public  without 
proper  Authority  is  in  their  opinion  censurable  and  the  prece- 
dent may  be  of  ill  consequence,  they  do  sentence  that  Captain 
Manifold  do  replace  the  horse  by  another  of  equal  value  and 
that  Captain  Manifold  be  reprimanded  in  General  orders. 

The  General  confirms  the  sentence  and  agrees  in  opinion 
with  the  Court  that  Captain  Manifold  had  no  fraudulent  inten- 
tion, yet  the  sale  of  a  public  horse  was  certainly  extremely  im- 
proper as  the  practice  if  admitted,  would  be  a  cover  for  the 
greatest  abuses;  it  is  besides  not  enough  that  an  officer  should 
be  guilty  of  nothing  dishonorable,  the  delicacy  of  his  Character 
requires  that  he  should  avoid  even  the  appearance  of  it.  Cap- 
tain Manifold  is  released  from  his  Arrest. 

Thomas  Reiley,  soldier  in  the  7th.  Pennsylvania  regiment 
was  tried  at  the  division  General  court  martial  whereof  Major 
Hamilton50  is  president,  for  "Attempting  to  Desert  to  the 
Enemy." 

The  Court  having  deliberately  considered  every  circumstance 
both  for  and  against  the  prisoner  are  of  opinion  he  is  guilty  of 
the  charge  exhibited  against  him  being  a  breach  of  Article  1st. 
Section  6th.  of  the  Articles  of  War  and  do  sentence  him  to  suf- 
fer Death  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  Court  agreeing  thereto. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  sentence  but  from 
the  former  good  Character  of  the  prisoner  and  intercession  of 
some  of  his  Officers  he  is  pleased  to  pardon  him  and  order  him 
released  from  Confinement. 


6°Maj.  James  Hamilton,  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment.    He  retired  in 
January,  1783. 
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It  was  omitted  in  the  order  of  the  28th.  Instant  regulating  the 
Issues  of  rum  "That  the  regimental  Surgeons  are  to  draw 
the  same  quantity  as  a  Captain  and  the  Mates  as  a  Subaltern." 

To  ABRAHAM  SKINNER 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  August  30, 1780. 
Sir:  Doctor  Bloomiield57  has  represented  to  me  that  Mr.  Lor- 
ing,  when  he  admitted  him  to  parole,  made  an  offer  to  ex- 
change him  finally  for  Doctor  Pausch  Surgeon  Major  of  Knyp- 
hausens  Regt.  If  there  is  no  Gentleman  of  Doctor  Bloomfields 
Rank  who  has  a  prior  right,  you  will  be  pleased  to  carry  the 
exchange  into  execution.  I  am  &c.58 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck,  Thursday,  August  31, 1780. 

Parole  Mexico.    Countersigns  Menden,  Moro. 

Watchword  Hampden. 

Brigadier  General  Wayne 

_    '  Colonel  Nixon 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow  \  T  .    .        _  ^  t      ,  „ 

'  Lieutenant  Colonel  Basset 

Brigade  Major  Pettingal 

For  Guard  Major  Winslow59 

A  small  number  of  Sabres  and  belts  having  arrived  for  the 
noncommissioned  officers,  Application  is  to  be  made  immedi- 
ately for  ten  swords  for  each  regiment  vizt.  one  for  the  Quarter 
Master  serjeant  and  one  for  the  first  Serjeant  of  each  company. 
The  Bayonet  belts  now  in  the  hands  of  those  Serjeants  are  to 
be  turn'd  in. 


"Dr.  Moses  Bloomfield.  He  was  hospital  surgeon  and  hospital  physician  and  sur- 
geon in  October,  1780,  and  resigned  in  December,  1780. 

°sThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

"°Maj.  Nathaniel  Winslow,  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1781. 
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The  Brigade  Conductors  are  to  attend  tomorrow  morning 
nine  o'clock  at  the  Park  of  Artillery  for  their  proportion  of 
Drums  and  fifes.  The  drum  and  life  Majors  are  to  attend  at 
the  same  time  with  all  their  old  fifes  for  the  purpose  of  having 
them  properly  sorted  to  the  same  Keys. 

A  return  of  Shoes  wanting  to  be  made  to  morrow  morning 
at  orderly  time;  the  Light  Infantry  to  be  included  by  the  Cloth- 
iers of  the  Corps  to  which  they  belong.  It  is  expected  that  the 
returns  will  include  no  more  than  are  actually  wanting  at  this 
time  as  the  stock  will  not  admit  of  a  general  delivery.  The 
Drafts  are  not  to  be  included. 

Till  the  Corps  of  rifle  men  are  properly  equip'd  they  are  to 
take  post  on  the  right  of  the  first  line  and  will  practice  firing  at 
a  Mark  between  the  Hours  of  four  and  Six  in  the  afternoon 
till  their  rifles  are  in  order  for  real  service. 

Lieutenant  Joseph  Miller60  of  the  13th.  Massachusetts  regi- 
ment is  appointed  Adjutant  to  the  same  from  the  first  of  July 
last  vice  Adjutant  Fowles61  promoted. 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  URIAH  FORREST 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  August  31,  1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  favr.  of  the  17th:  instant.  The 
Board  of  War  have  lately  transmitted  me  a  letter,  from  you 
to  them,  of  the  28th :  July,  representing  the  case  of  an  Officer 
arrested  by  you  for  discharging  or  exchanging  men  in  an  il- 
legal manner,  and  requesting  to  know  whether  you  could 
with  propriety  appoint  a  general  Court  Martial  for  his  trial. 
This  you  cannot  do;  but  that  the  matter  may  be  brought  to  a 

G0He  was  transferred  tothe  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment  and  served  to  June,  1783. 

81  Lieut.  John  Fowles,  of  the  Thirteenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  His  promotion  to 
captain  ranked  him  from  June,  1779;  transferred  to  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment in  January,  1781;  served  to  June,  1783. 
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speedy  issue,  and  to  prevent  the  uncertainty,  trouble  and  ex- 
pense of  Witnesses  attending  the  Army  to  the  southward,  a 
General  Court  Martial,  whereof  Major  John  Steward  or  any 
senior  Field  Officer  who  may  be  in  the  state  and  convenient, 
yourself  excepted,  is  to  be  president,  is  to  sit  at  Baltimore  for 
the  trial  of  the  Gentleman  above  referred  to.  You  will  be 
pleased  to  signify  this  to  the  Officers  who  are  to  compose  the 
Court.  The  proceedings  are  to  be  transmitted  to  me  for  my 
approbation.  I  have  excepted  you  from  being  president  as 
having  made  the  arrest. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  to  hear  tiiat  the  prospects  of  procur- 
ing Recruits  to  fill  the  Continental  Battalions  are  so  unfavor- 
able. I  however  have  full  confidence  that  every  exertion  will 
be  made  by  the  State  and  by  the  Officers  appointed  to  assist  in 
the  execution  of  the  law  to  obtain  the  Men.  I  am  &c.C2 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Lee, 

August  31,  1780. 
Gentn :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  Your  Letter  of  the  9th  Inst, 
inclosing  One  to  the  Board  from  Lt.  Col.  Forrest  of  the  Mary- 
land line.  I  have  written  to  him  on  the  subject  of  his  applica- 
tion and  ordered  a  Court  Martial  to  sit  for  the  trial  of  the 
Officer  he  has  arrested  and  to  transmit  me  the  proceedings  as 
soon  as  they  are  finished.  The  point  mentioned  by  the  Board 
respecting  the  Arms  and  Accoutrements  delivered  the  Dela- 
ware Militia  Regiment  shall  be  attended  to,  and  measures 
taken  to  secure  them  when  their  service  expires.  The  matter 
too  concerning  the  Artillery  Independent  Companies  is  under 
consideration  and  the  result  will  be  reported. 

82  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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I  beg  leave  to  transmit  a  Letter  from  Lt  Colonels  Peters  and 
Hull  of  the  Massachusetts  line  on  the  subject  of  their  Commis- 
sions, which  I  request  the  Board  will  make  out  and  forward 
by  the  first  Opportunity.  The  former  is  clearly  intitled  to  the 
vacancy  in  the  15th  Regiment  by  the  resignation  of  Lt  Colo 
Haskell,63  which  is  found  to  have  happened  by  a  Court  of  In- 
quiry appointed  for  the  purpose  on  the  1st  of  July  1779  (a  fact 
not  known  when  the  Arrangement  of  the  line  was  made). 
The  latter  to  the  vacancy  in  the  3d  by  the  cashierment  of  Lt 
Colo  Loring64  which  took  place  the  12  of  August  1779.  I  have 
the  Honor  etc.65 

*To  SAMUEL  WASHINGTON 

Camp  near  Fort  Lee,  August  31, 1780. 

Dear  Brother:  Your  letter  of  the  31st.  Ulto.  came  to  my 
hands  by  the  last  Post,  from  Philadelphia.  It  gave  me  much 
concern  to  find  by  it,  that  you  were  in  such  bad  health.  I  hope 
this,  if  it  should  arrive  safe,  will  find  you  much  amended. 

It  is  a  considerable  time  since  I  wrote  to  you.  in  truth  it  is 
rare  for  me  to  put  pen  to  paper  for  private  corrispondencies, 
so  much  is  my  time  and  attention  engrossed  by  public  busi- 
ness. I  wish  I  could  add,  as  profitably  as  it  might  be,  but  the 
fatal  system  of  policy  whh.  we  have  adopted,  and  for  ought  I 
see  to  the  contrary,  are  determined  to  persist  in,  prevents  this. 

We  are  always  without  an  Army,  or  have  a  raw  and  undis- 
ciplined one,  engaged  for  so  short  a  time  that  we  are  not  fit 
either  for  the  purposes  of  offence  or  defence,  much  less  is  it  in 
our  power  to  project  schemes  and  execute  plans  which  depend 
upon  well  disciplined  and  permanent  Troops.  One  half  the 

63Lieut.  Col.  Henry  Haskell.  He  had  resigned,  or  was  omitted,  in  July,  1779. 
64 Lieut.  Col.  Jotham  Loring.  He  had  been  cashiered  in  August,  1779. 
66  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 


482  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON  [Aug. 

year  is  spent  in  getting  Troops  into  the  Field,  the  other  half  is 
lost  in  discharging  them,  from  their  limited  Service,  and  the 
manner  and  time  in  which  they  come  and  go,  the  public  in 
the  meanwhile  incurring  an  immense  expence  in  paying  two 
setts,  that  is,  the  comers  and  goers,  at  the  same  instant.  In  a 
waste  of  Provisions,  Stores,  Arms,  and  a  thousand  things 
which  can  scarce  be  enumerated.  In  a  word  short  enlistments 
has  been  the  primary  cause  of  the  continuance  of  the  War, 
and  every  evil  which  has  been  experienced  in  the  course  of  it. 
It  has  been  the  source  from  whence  the  depreciation  of  our 
money  has  flowed,  and  though  it  is  the  cause  of  our  present 
embarrassments,  I  much  question  whether  our  eyes  are  yet 
opened;  and  whether  the  fatal  policy  which  heretofore  has 
governed  all  our  measures  will  not  direct  Us  to  another  short 
enlistment  when  the  present  force  leaves  us.  It  is  impossible 
for  any  person  at  a  distance  to  have  an  idea  of  my  embarrass- 
ments, or  to  conceive  how  an  Army  can  be  kept  together  under 
such  circumstances  as  ours  is;  half  its  time  without  Provision, 
Cloathing  or  pay. 

The  flattering  prospect  which  seemed  to  be  opening  to  our 
view  in  the  Month  of  May  is  vanishing  like  the  Morning  Dew. 
The  States,  instead  of  sending  the  full  number  of  men  re- 
quired of  them  by  the  first  of  July,  the  consequent  supplies, 
have  not  furnished  one  half  of  them  yet.  and  the  second  divi- 
sion of  French  Troops  and  Ships  not  being  arrived,  nor  any 
certainty  when  they  will,  I  despair  of  doing  anything  in  this 
quarter  this  Campaign,  and  what  may  be  the  consequence,  if 
the  combined  Arms  of  France  and  Spain  are  not  more  pros- 
perous in  Europe  or  the  West  Indies,  I  shall  leave  to  others  to 
predict.  At  best,  the  Troops  we  have,  are  only  fed  from  hand 
to  Mouth,  and  for  the  last  four  or  five  days  have  been  without 
Meat.  In  short  the  limits  of  a  letter  would  convey  very  inade- 
quate ideas  of  our  disagreeable  situation;  and  the  wretched 
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manner  in  which  our  business  is  conducted.  I  shall  not  at- 
tempt it  therefore,  but  leave  it  to  some  future  Pen,  and  a  more 
favourable  period  for  truths  to  shine. 

The  first  division  of  French  Troops  (as  no  doubt  you  have 
heard)  are  at  Rhode  Island,  where  their  Squadron  is  blocked 
up  by  the  British  fleet  under  Arbuthnot  of  superior  force.  The 
Army  under  my  command  is  incamped  on  the  West  bank  of 
the  North  or  Hudsons  River,  about  fifteen  Miles  from  the  City 
of  New  York  and  within  full  view  of  the  Enemy,  the  River 
only  between  us.  We  lately  made  a  Forage  opposite  to  the 
City  and  expected  to  be  opposed  in  it  but  were  not. 

I  sincerely  wish  you  a  perfect  restoration  of  health,  and  the 
enjoyment  of  every  blessing  of  life.  My  best  regards  attend 
my  Sister  (with  whom  I  should  be  happy  in  a  better  acquaint- 
ance) and  all  your  family,  and  with  the  greatest  truth  I  re- 
main Yrs.  etc. 

PS.  Have  you  ever  taken  the  necessary  steps  to  save  my 
Lotts  at  the  Warm  Springs  ?  [h.s.p.] 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck,  Friday,  September  i,  1780. 

Parole  Hackinsack.    Countersigns  I.,  B. 

Watchword  Near  By. 

Brigadier  General  Huntington 

Colonel  Johnston 
For  the  Day  Tomorrow  Lieutenant  CoIond  olney*e 

Brigade  Major  Rice67 
For  Guard  Major  Throop.68 


66 Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah  Olney. 

67 Maj. Nathan  Rice.  He  was  aide  to  Lincoln;  appointed  to  the  Fourth  Massachusetts 
Regiment  in  January,  1781;  served  to  June,  1783. 

68 Maj.  Benjamin  Throop,  of  the  Fourth  Connecticut  Regiment.  He  was  transferred 
to  the  Fifth  Connecticut  Regiment  in  January,  1781,  and  retired  in  January,  1783. 
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Twenty  men  to  be  paraded  tomorrow  at  Guard  mounting 
from  the  Line  as  Waggoners  to  drive  off  the  spare  Ammunition. 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  WILLIAM  HEATH 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  2, 1780. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  reed,  your  favors  of  the  25th:  and  28th:  ulto. 
The  State  of  Rhode  Island  were  called  upon  for,  a  considerable 
monthly  supply  of  Forage,  and  as  they  acceded  to  the  requisi- 
tion, I  should  have  hoped  you  would  have  obtained  a  suffi- 
ciency for  the  small  continental  force  under  your  command, 
without  any  difficulty.  An  application  to  the  state,  founded  on 
the  above,  is  the  best  measure  I  can  recommend,  as  I  have  it 
not  in  my  power  to  furnish  the  proper  department  with  the 
means  of  purchasing.  Fuel  was  no  part  of  the  requisition  from 
the  States,  and  the  Quarter  Master  must  therefore  endeavour 
to  get  credit  for  the  Wood  standing.  If  he  can  effect  that,  the 
cutting  and  transportation  may  be  done  by  the  troops  with 
the  public  Boats. 

We  have  nothing  new  of  any  importance.  A  considerable 
number  of  Vessels  have  been  falling  down  to  the  Hook  these 
two  days  past.  They  are  said  to  be  transports  returning  to  Eu- 
rope with  the  invalids  of  the  Army.  I  am  etc.69  [ms.h.s.] 

To  MAJOR  JOHN  STEWARD 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  2, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  was  a  few  days  ago  favored  with  yours  of  the 
12th:  ulto.  from  Baltimore.  I  am  extremely  sorry  that  an  event 
should  have  taken  place  which  will  in  your  opinion  be  likely 
to  disturb  the  tranquility  of  your  line.  You  must  be  sensible 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  delicacy  with  me  to  interfere  in  the 

69 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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least  degree  with  the  arrangements  of  any  of  the  States,  when 
they  do  not  clash  with  the  established  rules  of  promotion  in 
the  Army.  I  have  however  taken  the  liberty  upon  the  present 
occasion  of  mentioning  this  affair  to  Governor  Lee,  and  have 
suggested  to  him  my  apprehensions  that  very  disagreeable  con- 
sequences will  probably  result  from  the  promotion  in  question.70 
When  you  return  again  to  the  southward  be  pleased  to  make 
my  Compliments  to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  line  and  assure  them 
that  as  I  feel  myself  interested  in  every  thing  which  concerns 
them,  I  wish  them  that  honor  and  success  which  their  merit 
deserves.  Iam&c.71 

GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck, 
Saturday,  September  2, 1780. 
Parole  Asia.    Countersigns  Atlas,  Arts. 
Watchword  March  March. 

Brigadier  General  Irvine 
Colonel  Chambers 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Vose 
Brigade  Major  White72 
For  Guard  Major  Harwood.73 

The  Army  will  march  tomorrow  morning.  The  General 
will  beat  at  three  o'clock;  the  Assemble  at  half  past  four,  and 
the  march  will  commence  precisely  at  five;  the  Quarter  master 
General  will  furnish  the  order  of  march  and  route. 


For  the  Day  Tomorrow 


'"Steward's  letter  of  August  12  stated  that  the  additional  regiment,  which  was  to  be 
raised  by  Maryland,  was  to  be  commanded  by  Samuel  Jones,  formerly  a  captain  in  the 
Third  Maryland  Regiment,  who  had  resigned  in  February,  1780. 

"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

72Capt.  Haffield(  ?)  (Hatfield)  White  (acting  as  brigade  major),  of  the  Fifth  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment.  He  retired  in  January,  1783. 

"Maj.  Peter  Harwood,  of  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  resigned  in 
October,  1780. 
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AFTER  ORDERS 

Colonel  Gansevoort  is  appointed  officer  of  the  day  for  this 
day  vice  Colonel  Johnston  indisposed. 

The  march  of  the  Army  is  postponed  'till  eight  o  clock  to- 
morrow morning;  the  same  intervals  are  to  be  observed  in 
beating  the  General  and  Assemble  previous  to  the  march  as 
directed  in  the  first  order  of  this  day. 

*To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Hd.  Qrs,  September  2, 1780. 

Dr  Sir:  Yours  of  the  31st.  Ulto.  was  delivered  to  me  yester- 
day. I  never  hear  of  the  intended  resignation  of  a  good  Officer 
without  feeling  pain,  and  shall  be  sorry  for  that  of  Captn.  Mc- 
Lean's; but  if  he  is  resolved  on  the  measure  It  is  not  in  my 
power  to  prevt.  it. 

The  same  principle  that  actuates  Captn.  McLean  would  oc- 
casion the  resignation  of  half  the  Captains  of  the  line,  if  it  was 
to  pervade  the  whole;  for  the  case  of  this  Gentleman,  when 
stripped  of  its  colouring  and  exposed  in  its  natural  form  is  sim- 
ply this.  His  first  appointment  as  Captain  was  in  one  of  the 
Additional  Regiments,  and  by  his  own  Acct.  (and  as  I  know 
the  fact  to  be)  far  from  the  oldest  of  that  rank,  had  these 
Corps  therefore  been  kept  up,  he  could  not  by  the  constitution 
of  them,  have  arrived  to  the  rank  he  is  now  aiming  at,  till  all 
the  Capts.  older  than  himself  had  been  promoted;  but  it  being 
found  impossible  under  our  Military  system  to  support  those 
Regiments,  and  equally  so  to  introduce  Captn.  McLean  into 
the  Delaware  Battn.  without  disturbg.the  quiet  of  the  Off  rs.,  the 
expedient  of  annexing  him  to  your  Corps  was  adopted,  to 
avoid  difficulties,  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  keep  a  good 
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Officer  in  Service.  The  motives  which  induced  this,  the  obvious 
views  at  the  time  (however  they  may  have  changed  since)  were 
too  well  known  to  you,  and  to  him,  to  need  explanation.  In 
what  then  is  he  injured  ?  Is  it  because  his  views  have  expanded, 
and  he  is  not  gratified  in  them  ?  This  would  be  a  reason  that 
could  not  stand  the  test  of  examination.  Is  it  because  some 
Junior  Captains  have  obtained  majorities  before  him  ?  let  him 
look  through  the  line  of  the  Army  and  he  will  find  hundreds 
still  holding  the  commissions  of  Captain  who  are  his  Seniors 
in  that  line.  Is  it  because  he  enlisted  more  Men  than  many 
others?  Though  this  is  praiseworthy  I  hope  never  to  see  it 
made  the  ladder  to  preferment;  for  we  know  from  experience 
that  some  of  the  most  worthless  characters  we  ever  had  among 
us  were  the  most  successful  recruiting  Officers.  In  a  word  I  see 
no  injustice  done  Captn.  McLean.  I  see  no  cause  of  complaint 
that  is  not  incidental  to,  and  resulting  from,  our  Military  consti- 
tution. I  gave  you  my  reasons  against  His  promotion  when 
you  first  moved  the  matter;  and  when  afterwards  the  applica- 
tion was  renewed  at  the  Board  of  War  and  they  requested  my 
opinion  on  the  matter  I  transmitted,  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection, (for  I  have  had  no  recurrence  to  papers)  a  copy  of  my 
letter  to  you  to  them.  This  is  all  the  Agency  I  have  had  in  the 
business;  and  this,  unless  circumstances  shd.  produce  a  change 
of  sentiment,  I  shd.  do  again.  I  am  etc. 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
SAMUEL  HOLDEN  PARSONS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  2,  1780. 
Dr  Sir:  Having  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were 
about  some  capital  movement;  I  have  directed  Col  Wells 
to  join  Col  Sheldon  in  the  vicinity  of  North  Castle  to  act  as 
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circumstances  may  require.  I  wish  you  to  repair  to  that  place 
and  take  the  command  of  the  troops  and  if  they  should  not  be 
arrived  to  hasten  their  march.  In  case  of  a  movement  of  the 
enemy  up  the  North  River,  you  will  march  to  reinforce 
the  garrison  of  West  Point;  otherwise  you  will  wait  General 
Arnols  orders  or  mine.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  Should  the  Enemy  cross  into  Jersey  you  are  to  menace 
their  lines  at  King's  Bridge.74 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Liberty  Pole,  Bergen  County, 

September  2,  1780. 

Dear  Sir:  Having  received  intelligence,  that  the  Enemy  are 
in  preparation  for  [some  important]  movement,  I  thought  it 
advisable  that  you  should  be  apprised  of  it.  Because  it  is  un- 
certain (if  the  information  should  prove  true)  whether  their 
object  will  be  an  attack  on  the  Main  Army,  or  an  attempt  on 
the  Posts  in  the  Highlands.  I  wish  you  therefore  to  put  the 
latter  in  the  most  defensible  state,  which  is  possible. 

Orders  are  already  given  for  the  two  State  Regiments  of 
Connecticut  to  form  a  junction  with  Colonel  Sheldon  And  in 
case  the  Enemy  should  make  demonstrations  of  a  serious 
attack  of  the  Fortifications  on  the  North  River,  you  will  im- 
mediately call  this  force  to  your  releif,  collect  all  your  detach- 
ments, and  withdraw  the  Garrisons  from  the  Posts  at  Kings 
Ferry.  At  the  same  time  removing  all  the  stores  from  thence. 
For  this,  and  other  purposes,  you  will  be  pleased,  without  de- 
lay, to  order  sixty  [of  the  largest  flat]  Boats  to  that  Place,  with 
five  Men  each,  to  be  ready  to  act  as  circumstances  may  require. 
I  am  etc. 


MThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  Richard 
Kidder  Meade. 
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[P.  S.  The  hands  for  the  before  mentioned  Boats  are  to  be 
good  Watermen;  they  are  not  to  be  out  of  call  from  the  Boats. 
Be  under  the  care  of  a  good  Officer  and  one  who  understands 
the  management  of  them,  and  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  mo- 
ments warning  as  they  may  be  suddenly  called  upon.]75 

To  COLONEL  ELISHA  SHELDON 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  2, 1780. 
Sir:  You  will  perceive  by  the  inclosed  that  the  two  Connec- 
ticut state  Regiments  are  ordered  to  join  you  in  the  vicinity 
of  North  Castle.  If  you  should  hear  of  any  serious  movement 
up  the  North  River,  you  will  march  with  those  regiments  and 
your  corps  with  all  expedition  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of 
West  Point;  otherwise  you  will  wait  orders  from  General 
Arnold  or  myself.  I  am  &c.76 

To  LIEUTENANT  COLONEL  LEVI  WELLS 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  2, 1780. 

Sir:  I  have  received  intelligence  from  New  York  which 
makes  it  probable  the  enemy  have  some  important  movement 
in  contemplation.  Under  this  intelligence  I  think  it  advisable 
that  the  two  state  regiments  under  your  command  should 
form  a  junction  with  Col  Sheldon  in  the  vicinity  of  North 
Castle  to  act  as  circumstances  may  require.  Col  Sheldon  will 
inform  you  where  to  meet  him,  and  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  receipt  of  this,  I  wish  you  to  march  to  join  him.  I  am  &c. 

P.  S.  Move  as  light  as  you  can;  that  is  with  as  little  baggage 
as  possible.77 

°In  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys.  The  portions  in  brackets  are  in  the  writing  of 
Washington.  Found  among"  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point  after  he  fled  to  the  British. 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 

7'The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton;  the  P.  S.  is  in  that  of  Richard 
Kidder  Meade. 
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To  MAJOR  WILLIAM  CRANE 78 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  2,  1780. 
Sir:  I  have  received  intelligence,  which  seems  to  indicate  a 
move  of  the  Enemy;  but  upon  what  quarter  I  cannot  certainly 
determine.  You  will  however  keep  a  very  vigilant  look  out 
upon  the  Sound  from  Newark  to  Elizabeth  Town,  and  if  you 
hear  of  any  preparations  made  to  pass,  or  perceive  any  move 
in  considerable  force,  you  will  certainly  take  the  speediest 
means  to  alarm  the  Country  and  to  convey  the  intelligence 
to  me.  I  am  &c.79 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  SIM  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  September  2,  1780. 
Sir:  I  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  the  Com- 
mission of  Colo  Price  of  your  line,  has  been  transmitted  to  me 
in  a  Letter  dated  at  Frederick  Town  the  31st  of  April  last,  in- 
forming of  his  determination  to  resign.  The  Letter  was  a 
most  unreasonable  time  on  its  way  and  by  some  means  was 
not  signed,  but  from  the  subject  of  it  and  the  circumstance  of 
its  inclosing  his  Commission  without  doubt  it  came  from  him. 
Your  Excellency,  if  You  think  proper  will  communicate  his 
resignation  to  the  Board  of  War,  with  your  Certificate  direct- 
ing the  promotion  of  the  Officer  who  is  to  succeed  in  conse- 
quence and  such  other  promotions  as  the  event  must  involve. 
The  Officers  promoted  will  be  entitled  to  rank  from  the  31st 
of  April. 

78 Major  Crane  had  been  a  lieutenant  in  the  Fourth  New  York  Regiment.  He  was 
wounded  at  St.  Johns,  Canada;  had  been  a  captain  in  Spencer's  Additional  Continen- 
tal regiment;  and  in  May,  1780,  is  recorded  as  a  captain  of  Light  Horse,  employed  by 
Colonel  Sheldon. 

'"The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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I  also  beg  leave  to  inform  Your  Excelly.  that  I  have  within 
a  few  days  past  received  a  Letter  from  Major  John  Stewart  of 
the  Maryland  line  dated  at  Baltimore  the  12th  Ulto.  in  which 
he  mentions  "that  the  command  of  the  Additional  Regiment 
raising  by  the  State,  has  been  given  to  a  Mr  Jones,  who  was  a 
Young  Captain  in  the  third  Regiment  and  who  resigned  last 
Winter  and  suggesting  that  he  had  left  the  Officers  of  the  line 
in  a  state  of  great  dissatisfaction,  and  that  he  anticipated  the 
most  fatal  consequences  from  the  appointment  whenever  they 
should  be  informed  of  it."  From  the  experience  I  have  had 
in  cases  which  were  similar,  I  cannot  but  add  that  I  am  much 
afraid  the  event  will  be  attended  with  great  uneasiness  and 
indeed  disagreeable  convulsions.  The  making  this  communi- 
cation is  a  matter  of  delicacy  with  me,  but  I  confidently  rely 
that  I  shall  stand  justified  to  Your  Excellency  and  the  State, 
and  that  You  will  indulgently  believe  that  I  do  it,  not  from  a 
wish  to  interfere  in  the  most  distant  manner  with  the  arrange- 
ments or  appointments  they  may  think  proper  to  make  upon 
any  occasion,  but  from  motives  of  a  very  different  nature. 
These  I  hope  will  at  once  occur  and  therefore  I  shall  only  add 
that  I  have  the  honor  etc.80 

To  MAJOR  GENERAL  BENEDICT  ARNOLD 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  2, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  You  will  receive  a  letter  from  the  Commy.  Gen- 
eral of  Issues  by  this  conveyance  upon  the  subject  of  supplies. 
He  informs  you  of  what  you  may  expect  in  lieu  of  what  he 
has  been  obliged  to  draw  down  from  West  point.  I  am  sorry 
that  you  have  been  obliged  to  consume  the  salt  provision  in 
the  Garrison,  but  necessity  has  no  law. 

80The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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The  Militia  Officers  must  be  served  with  Rum  agreeable  to 
the  late  General  Order  for  the  supply  of  all  Officers.  This  I 
imagine  has  been  transmitted  by  the  Adjt.  General.  I  am  etc.81 

To  JAMES  CANNON 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  3,  1780. 
Sir :  I  have  received  your  favr.  of  the  28th : 82  ulto:  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  exchange  of  Lt.  Govr.  Gadsden.83  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
know  what  means  will  be  fallen  upon  to  procure  the  release  of 
the  Gentlemen  in  the  Civil  line  who  were  made  prisoners  in 
South  Carolina,  as  we  have  few  or  none  of  similar  Ranks  or 
circumstances  in  our  hands,  and  our  military  Officers  in  cap- 
tivity considerably  exceeded  those  of  the  enemy  before  the  sur- 
render of  Charles  town,  which  has  very  much  increased  the 
Balance  agt.  us.  Partial  exchanges  are  sometimes  agreed  upon 
between  Gentlemen  in  the  Civil  line  which  may  require  my 
interposition  to  carry  them  into  execution;  should  such  an 
occasion  present  itself,  or  any  other,  in  which  I  can  with  pro- 
priety interest  myself  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  embrace  an 
opportunity  of  being  serviceable  to  Govr.  Gadsden.  I  am  &c.84 

On  September  2  Robert  Hanson  Harrison,  by  direction  of  Washington,  also  wrote 
Major  Lee  requesting  that  a  recruit  by  the  name  of  Hoogland  be  delivered  up  to  Hoog- 
land's  brother  when  the  latter  required  him  to  appear  in  court  to  discharge  a  bond 
which  the  brother  had  given  for  his  appearance.  Harrison's  letter  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

On  September  2  Tench  Tilghman  also  wrote  to  Captain  von  Heer  that  Washington 
wished  Von  Heer  to  send  a  patrol  "down  Barbadoes  Neck  as  low  as  Aurant  Schuylers, 
from  whence  he  must  detach  one  small  party  to  Kennedy's  house  and  another  to  the 
road  leading  thro'  the  Cedar  Swamp  to  Bergen;  these  two  small  parties  are  necessary 
for  the  security  of  the  whole.  If  the  Officer  discovers  any  movements  of  the  enemy 
upon  that  quarter,  let  him  give  the  General  the  most  immediate  notice."  The  draft 
of  Tilghman's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

81In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  Found  among  Arnold's  papers  at  West  Point 
after  he  fled  to  the  British. 

82  Cannon  wrote  to  Washington  from  the  University  of  Philadelphia. 

83 Christopher  Gadsden.  He  was  vice  president  of  South  Carolina. 

84  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 
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To  MAJOR  HENRY  LEE 

Head  Quarters,  September  3, 1780. 

Sir:  Several  days  ago  I  received  a  Letter  from  the  Honble 
Mr  Brearly,  Chief  Justice  of  Jersey  in  which  he  mentions  that 
"Complaint  has  been  made  to  me  by  a  Member  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Somerset  County,  together  with  other  respectable  In- 
habitants, that  a  detachment  of  Major  Lee's  light  Dragoons 
have  quartered  themselves  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  the  county 
near  Rockey  Hill,  without  any  order  of  Law,  are  impressing 
forage  by  their  own  authority,  and  committing  other  great 
outrages  on  the  Inhabitants.85  The  persons  particularly  com- 
plained against,  are  Captain  Rudolph,80  Doctor  Irvin87  and 
One  Stephen  Lewis,88  supposed  to  be  a  Commissioned  Officer." 
I  would  willingly  hope  that  this  Complaint  has  been  exagger- 
ated and  profered  in  much  stronger  terms  than  facts  would 
warrant.  There  is  nothing  I  wish  for  more  than  harmony  and 
a  good  understanding  to  prevail  between  the  Country  and  the 
Army;  it  essential  to  our  success  and  whenever  circumstances 
compel  to  any  measures  out  of  the  common  line  and  which 
may  bear  hard  against  the  Inhabitants,  they  ought  not  to  be 
carried  farther  than  necessity  may  absolutely  require. 

I  have  not  written  to  Mr.  Brearly  in  Answer  to  his  Letter; 
but  I  wish  to  do  it  without  further  delay.  I  want  previously 
however  to  hear  from  You  after  communicating  this  letter  to 
the  Officers  who  are  particularly  complained  of.  I  am  etc.89 

85 Lee's  answer  to  the  complaint  is  dated  Sept.  5,  1780,  and  is  in  the  Washington 
Papers. 

86Capt.  Michael  Rudolph. 

87 Surgeon  Matthew  Irvine  (Irvin),  of  Lee's  Dragoons.  He  served  to  the  close  of 
the  war. 

88  Lieut.  Stephen  Lewis.  He  was  a  quartermaster  in  Lee's  Dragoons  and  served  to 
the  close  of  the  war. 

89  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison. 
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To  COMTE  DE  ROCHAMBEAU 

Head  Quarters,  Liberty  Pole  in  Bergen  County, 

September  3,  1780. 

Sir :  I  have  been  successively  honored  with  your  letters  of  the 
25th.  28th  and  31st  of  the  past  month. 

A  few  days  ago  I  moved  the  army  to  this  place  to  cover  a 
forage  which  we  thought  it  adviseable  to  make  in  the  lower 
parts  of  this  county;  which  by  its  proximity  to  New  York  has 
afforded  the  enemy  considerable  supplies.  Having  effected  our 
purpose  we  shall  to  morrow  take  a  new  position  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Hackensack  about  two  miles  from  this  and  about 
five  Miles  from  the  North  River,  where  we  shall  remain  'till 
there  is  a  solution  of  the  present  demonstrations  of  the  enemy; 
as  soon  as  possible  after  which,  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to 
meet  you  at  one  of  the  places  you  mention. 

The  accounts  from  New  York  of  preparations  for  some  capi- 
tal movement  increase.  A  large  number  of  transports  have 
fallen  down  first  to  the  narrows,  and  since  were  falling  down 
to  Sandy  Hook.  A  body  of  troops  crossed  over  from  Long 
Island  to  Staten  island;  yesterday  our  pickets  on  the  North 
River  opposite  the  Island  of  New  York  saw  a  large  train  of 
waggons  moving  from  the  upper  part  of  the  Island  towards 
the  city,  which  were  supposed  to  be  baggage  waggons.  The 
weather  was  too  hazy  to  discover  if  there  were  any  troops  in 
march.  There  is  no  doubt  a  fleet  of  empty  victuallers  and  trans- 
ports on  the  point  of  taking  their  departure  for  Europe;  but 
the  number  of  transports  at  the  narrows  and  Hook  said  to  ex- 
ceed an  hundred  is  too  large  to  be  well  explained  into  that  fleet. 

I  have  pretty  good  information  that  Sir  Henry  endeavoured 
lately  to  engage  a  person  to  go  to  Rhode  Island  in  character 
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of  a  Spy,  who  was  to  be  met  by  a  frigate  in  some  part  of  the 
Sound,  after  having  collected  all  the  knowledge  he  could  of 
your  situation,  and  that  of  the  fleet.  The  person  declined  the 
errand;  but  the  circumstance  leads  to  a  suspicion  that  Clintons 
movements  look  your  way.  I  cannot  however  easily  persuad 
myself  that  this  is  the  case.  Nor  am  I  yet  satisfied,  notwith- 
standing the  appearances  are  so  strong,  that  he  can  be  making 
a  detachment  to  the  West  Indies.  In  all  probability  the  fate  of 
Jamaica  would  be  decided  one  way  or  the  other  before  it  could 
arrive.  If  the  object  should  be  to  save  the  other  Islands  a  month 
hence  would  answer  the  purpose,  as  the  season  will  not  'till  the 
latter  end  of  October  admit  of  operations  in  the  Windward 
Islands,  and  New  York  would  be  less  exposed  in  the  mean 
time.  Indeed  I  cannot  easily  believe  that  the  enemy  will  ven- 
ture at  this  period  to  make  any  considerable  division  of  their 
force  at  New  York.  Yet  I  confess  their  affairs  have  somewhat 
this  aspect. 

In  consequence  of  the  advices  brought  by  the  alliance,  I  have 
dismissed  the  principal  part  of  the  Militia  which  were  called 
out  for  three  months.  From  the  position  of  the  fleets  in  Europe 
there  is  reason  to  apprehend  the  second  division  would  arrive 
too  late  to  enable  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  their  services,  which 
with  respect  to  a  great  part  of  them  would  expire  in  Octo- 
ber. If  fortunate  events  should  bring  the  second  division  here 
sooner  than  I  now  expect,  and  in  time  for  an  operation  against 
New  York,  we  must  assemble  all  the  militia  in  the  neighbour- 
ing country,  'till  those  more  remote  can  come  to  our  aid.  An- 
other inducement  for  dismissing  the  Militia  is  to  ceconomise 
our  supplies. 

The  visit  you  have  had  from  the  indians  gives  me  great  pleas- 
ure. I  felicitate  you  on  that  which  you  must  have  had  in  the 
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company  of  such  agreeable  and  respectable  guests.  I  dare  say 
the  reception  they  met  with  will  have  a  good  effect.  It  has 
been  the  policy  of  the  English  to  discredit  the  accounts  of  an 
alliance  between  France  and  America;  a  conviction  of  which 
on  the  substantial  evidence  of  your  army  and  fleet,  and  not  less 
of  your  presents  and  good  cheer,  will  not  fail  to  have  an  happy 
influence.90  I  have  the  honor  etc.91 

GENERAL  ORDERS 
Head  Quarters,  Tean  Neck,  Sunday,  September  3, 1780. 

MORNING  ORDERS,  6  O'CLOCK 

The  Order  for  the  Army  to  march  is  countermanded.  The 
Troops  will  continue  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness.  The  State 
clothiers  are  to  apply  Ten  o'clock  for  shoes  at  the  orderly  office. 

Parole  Hellespont.    Countersigns  Hall,  Ham. 

Watchword  Order. 

Brigadier  General  Nixon 
Colonel  M.  Jackson 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Sumner 
Brigade  Major  Moore 

For  Guard  Major  Knapp. 

"Rochambeau's  letter  to  Washington  of  Aug.  31,  1780  (in  the  Washington  Papers) , 
stated:  "Before  yesterday,  I  received  a  Deputation  composed  of  19  Indians  of  Differ- 
ent nations  who  have  been  Led  here  by  Mr.  Deane,  and  who  have  been  sent  me  by 
Mr.  Schuyler  from  Albany.  ...  I  showed  them  Yesterday  the  French  Troops  mixed 
with  the  American,  I  put  some  regiments  a  manoeuvring  before  them,  with  field  pieces 
and  firing.  ...  I  have  given  them  my  answer,  of  which  I  send  Your  Excellency  a 
copy.  .  .  .  They  will  go  toDay  on  board  the  fleet."  Rochambeau's  letter  to  the  In- 
dians was  dated  August  30,  and  was  in  manuscript,  in  both  French  and  English,  on 
the  prepared  printed  forms  which  the  Comte  had  brought  over  from  France  to  facili- 
tate military  business  in  America.  It  is  headed  with  a  woodcut  of  the  arms  of  France. 
A  copy  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 

91  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Alexander  Hamilton. 
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A  Captain  of  the  day  to  be  appointed  in  each  division,  part  of 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  camp  guard  of  the  division 
to  which  he  belongs.  The  old  and  new  Captains  of  the  day  will 
attend  the  Grand  parade  at  Guard  mounting  where  the  former 
will  deliver  written  reports  of  the  Camp  Guards  of  their  divi- 
sion to  the  officers  of  the  day  which  are  to  be  digested  in  the 
General  report  to  the  Commander  in  Chief,  duplicates  of  which 
they  will  deliver  to  their  respective  Commanders  of  Divisions. 
The  subalterns  will  do  the  same  to  the  Commandants  of  the 
Brigades  to  which  they  belong.  The  Officers  of  the  Day  will 
visit  the  Camp  Guards  by  day  and  direct  the  Captains  of  the 
day  to  visit  them  by  night. 

The  men  drafted  from  the  line  into  the  Corps  of  Sappers 
and  Miners  are  to  draw  pay  in  the  regiments  from  whence  they 
were  drafted  up  to  the  ist.  of  last  August;  after  that  period  in 
the  corps  aforesaid. 

The  Honorable  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  adopt  the 
following  Order  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  in 
the  trial  of  Doctor  William  Shippen  Director  General. 

In  Congress,  August  18, 1780. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court 
martial  on  the  trial  of  doct.  W  Shippen,  director  general  and  thereupon 
passed  the  following  Order 

The  court  Martial  having  acquitted  the  said  doctr.  W.  Shippen  Or- 
dered that  he  be  discharged  from  Arrest. 

At  a  Division  General  Court  martial  whereof  Colonel  M 
Jackson  was  President  August  27th.,  Lieutenant  David  Peter- 
son was  tried  on  the  following  Charges. 

ist.  Disobedience  of  Orders  when  on  the  Lines  near  King- 
street  in  going  without  the  Guards  and  Patrols  and  staying  'till 
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an  unreasonable  hour  in  the  night  in  Contempt  of  orders  de- 
livered him. 

2d.  Unofficer  like  behavior  when  with  a  small  scout  sent  to 
make  discovery  of  the  enemy  in  suffering  them  to  break  into 
the  house  of  Mr.  John  Barker  and  taking  provisions  from  him 
contrary  to  orders. 

3d  Disposing  of  a  number  of  Horses  which  he  took  at  the 
same  time  without  their  being  condemned  by  the  Civil  or  Mili- 
tary Authority  contrary  to  any  rule  or  orders  on  the  Lines. 

The  Court  find  the  1st.  and  3d  charges  supported  and  find 
him  Guilty  of  a  breach  of  part  of  the  5  Article  2d.  Section  and 
the  5th.  Article  of  the  18th.  Section  of  the  Articles  of  war  and 
sentence  him  to  be  dismissed  the  service. 

The  Commander  in  Chief  approves  the  Sentence  and  orders 
it  to  be  carried  into  Execution. 

AFTER  ORDERS 

Major  Hamilton92  is  appointed  for  Guard  tomorrow  vice 
Major  Knapp  absent  on  command. 

At  seven  o'clock  tomorrow  morning  the  General  will  beat; 
the  Assemble  at  half  past  eight  and  the  Army  will  march  pre- 
cisely at  Nine;  the  Baggage  will  begin  to  file  off  in  the  order 
prescribed  at  half  past  seven;  the  Vanguard  composed  of  the 
new  Camp  and  Quarter  Guards  to  be  formed  at  seven  o'clock 
in  the  field  opposite  the  orderly  office  near  Headquarters  under 
the  command  of  the  new  officers  of  the  day.  The  rear  Guard 
composed  of  the  old  Camp  and  Quarter  Guards  to  be  formed 
on  the  Grandparade,  at  nine  o'clock  under  the  command  of  the 
old  officers  of  the  day. 

B2Maj.  James  Hamilton,  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  retired  in 
January,  1783. 


For  the  Day  Tomorrow 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Kendekamack,93 
Monday,  September  4, 1780. 
Parole  Lexington.    Countersigns  N.,  P. 
Watchword  Bayonet. 

Brigadier  General  Clinton 
Colonel  Marshall94 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Newall95 
Brigade  Major  Van  Laer 
The  Guards  to  parade  at  a  quarter  past  six  this  Evening  in 
front  of  the  York  brigade  where  the  Grand  Parade  is  assigned 
at  present. 

To  GOVERNOR  JONATHAN  TRUMBULL 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  5, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  I  am  honored  by  your  Excellency's  favor  of  the 
31st:  ulto:  accompanied  by  a  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Coop- 
eration, which  I  took  the  liberty  of  opening,  as  those  Gentle- 
men had  been,  some  little  time  before,  recalled  by  Congress. 
Our  situation,  in  respect  to  Meat,  is,  if  possible,  worse  now  than 
it  was  when  I  addressed  my  circular  letter  of  the  27th:  ulto. 
The  Country  in  the  neighbourhood  is  daily  more  and  more 
exhausted,  and  our  prospects  of  an  immediate  supply  from  a 
distance  are  far  from  being  adequate  to  our  wants.  The  whole 

03  Known  also  as  Steenrapie.  Washington's  headquarters  were  in  Andrew  Hopper's 
house,  on  the  road  to  Morristown,  about  2  miles  from  the  New  York-New  Jersey  line 
and  4  miles  south  of  Ramapo  Pass. 

94  Col.  Thomas  Marshall,  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  retired  in  Janu- 
ary, 1 78 1. 

9" Lieut.  Col.  Ezra  Newhall  (Newall),  of  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment.  He  was 
transferred  to  the  Fourth  Massachusetts  Regiment  in  January,  1783,  and  served  to 
November,  1783. 
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Army  will  be  this  day  without  Meat,  and  some  part  of  it  has 
been  several  days  on  short  allowance. 

While  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  Country  abounds  in  supplies, 
I  cannot  but  be  alarmed  at  finding  your  Excellency  express  a 
fear  that  they  will  come  on  irregularly  to  the  Army.  I  very 
much  approve  of  the  plan  of  establishing  a  correspondence  be- 
tween the  superintending  Commissaries  of  the  New  England 
States,  for  want  of  which  we  are,  no  doubt,  subjected  to  many 
inconveniences.  I  will  not  undertake  to  say  how  the  account 
of  supplies  furnished  by  the  State  of  Connecticut  stands  upon 
a  general  scale,  but  if  I  am  not  misinformed  by  the  Commissary 
General,  she  is  very  considerably  deficient  upon  the  requisitions 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Co-operation.  He  tells  me  he  has 
received  no  Cattle  from  Colo.  Champion  for  five  weeks  past. 
The  four  or  five  hundred  Barrels  of  salt  Beef,  which  your  Ex- 
cellency mentions,  will  be  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
Magazine  at  West  point,  as  we  have  been  under  the  necessity 
of  consuming  the  small  quantity  which  I  had  wished  to  keep 
in  reserve  at  that  post,  to  secure  it  in  case  of  a  sudden  investiture. 
You  will  therefore  oblige  me  by  forwarding  it  as  expeditiously 
as  possible  to  that  place.  I  have  the  honor  etc.96 

To  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

Head  Quarters,  Bergen  County,  September  5, 1780. 
Sir:  I  was  yesterday  honored  with  your  Excellencys  favor  of 
the  9th:  ulto.  inclosing  a  return  of  40  prisoners  of  War  deliv- 
ered to  the  Continental  Commy.  at  Winchester,  for  which  the 
state  will  have  the  proper  credit.  Now  I  am  upon  the  subject 
of  prisoners,  I  would  wish  to  be  informed  in  what  light  I  am 

90 In  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman.  From  the  original  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Library. 


1780]  EXCHANGE  MATTERS  501 

to  consider  Governor  Hamilton,  as  I  do  not  observe  him  in- 
cluded in  the  list.  That  Gentleman  has  already  been  the  sub- 
ject of  several  propositions  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  and 
should  others  be  made  before  I  hear  again  from  your  Excel- 
lency, I  shall  be  embarrassed,  as  I  shall  not  know  on  what  foot- 
ing to  place  him.  Indeed  there  will  shortly  be  an  interview  on 
the  subject  of  exchange,  at  which  it  is  more  than  probable  he 
will  be  again  mentioned.  From  what  I  have  heard,  I  have  rea- 
son to  believe  that  the  enemy  will  exchange  him  for  a  Lieut. 
Colonel. 

Should  there  be  any  other  Officers  in  Virginia  who  are  con- 
sidered as  prisoners  belonging  to  the  State,  I  shall  be  glad  to  be 
informed  of  their  names  and  Ranks,  and  whether  I  may  in- 
clude them  should  opportunities  offer  of  making  either  a  par- 
tial or  general  exchange.  I  have  the  honor  etc.97 

To  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
SAMUEL  HOLDEN  PARSONS 

Head  Quarters,  Hackensack,  September  5, 1780. 
Dear  Sir:  From  the  advanced  stage  of  the  Campaign,  and 
the  small  number  of  recruits  which  have  lately  come  in  for  the 
Connecticut  Line,  I  presume  we  have  received  the  greater  part 
of  the  Levies  which  will  be  obtained  from  the  State,  and  that 
your  presence  there  can  be  of  but  little  further  service.  And  as 
no  intelligence  has  been  received  since  I  wrote  you  last,  which 
will  render  it  necessary  for  you  to  continue  with  the  Troops 
on  the  East  side  of  the  River,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
join  the  Main  Army  as  soon  as  you  can  after  the  receipt  of  this; 
leaving  Colo  Durkee  to  superintend  the  recruiting  service  and 
to  forward  such  Levies  as  may  yet  be  collected.  I  am  etc.98 

97  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Tench  Tilghman. 

98  The  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  David  Humphreys. 
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GENERAL  ORDERS 

Head  Quarters,  Steenrapia,  Tuesday,  September  5, 1780. 

Parole  Palmyra.    Countersigns  Palm,  Prague. 

Watchword  Espontoon. 

Brigadier  General  Glover 

v     ^    t\     t>  Colonel  Bradford 

For  the  Day  Tomorrow  _ .  ■  .        fla 

Lieutenant  Colonel  Robinson 

Brigade  Major  Ross.1 

The  Troop  to  beat  at  seven  o'clock  and  the  Guards  to  be  on 
the  Grand  Parade  at  eight  precisely  'till  further  orders. 

The  General  Court  Martial  whereof  Colonel  Wyllys  is  Pres- 
ident, to  Assemble  tomorrow  morning  nine  o'clock  at  the 
Presidents  Markee. 

The  Honorable  the  Congress  have  been  pleased  to  pass  the 
following  Resolutions,  which  have  lately  come  to  hand. 

In  Congress,  August  12, 1780. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
memorial  of  the  general  officers;  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  general  officers  be  informed  that  Congress  have 
at  no  time  been  unmindful  of  the  military  virtues  which  have  distin- 
guished the  army  of  the  United  States  through  the  course  of  this  war;  and 
that  it  has  been  constantly  one  of  the  principal  objects  of  their  care,  not 
only  to  provide  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  army,  but  to  gratify  their 
reasonable  desires,  as  far  as  the  public  exigencies  would  admit: 

That  patience  and  self-denial,  fortitude  and  perseverance,  and  the 
cheerful  sacrifice  of  time,  health,  and  fortune,  are  necessary  virtues  which 
both  the  citizen  and  soldier  are  called  to  exercise  while  struggling  for  the 
libertys  of  their  country;  and  that  moderation,  frugality  and  temperance, 
must  be  among  the  chief  supports,  as  well  as  the  brightest  ornaments,  of 

"Lieut.  Col.  Thomas  Robinson,  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  He  was  trans- 
ferred to  the  Second  Pennsylvania  Regiment  in  January,  1783;  appointed  colonel  in 
September,  1783;  served  to  November,  1783. 

1Maj.  John  Ross,  of  the  Second  New  Jersey  Regiment.  He  was  brigade  inspector; 
retired  in  January,  1781J  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  New  Jersey  Militia  in 
1782. 
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that  kind  of  civil  government  which  is  wisely  instituted  by  the  several 
states  in  this  union: 

That  it  has  been  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  the  officers  and  soldiers  to  them  respectively  belonging,  for  the 
depreciation  of  their  pay;  and  that  Congress  will  take  speedy  measures  for 
liquidating  and  paying  what  is  due  on  that  account  to  officers  and  soldiers 
who  do  not  belong  to  the  quota  of  any  state. 

That  from  and  after  the  ist  day  of  August,  1780,  the  army  shall  be  in- 
tided  to  receive  their  pay,  as  stated,  before  the  first  day  of  January,  1777, 
in  the  new  bills  emitted  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  18 
day  of  March  last: 

That  the  officers  shall  hereafter  be  allowed  five  dollars  per  month,  in 
the  said  new  bills  for  each  retained  ration: 

That  the  Board  of  War  be  directed  to  report  to  Congress  a  list  of  the 
officers  not  belonging  to  the  quota  of  any  state,  with  an  account  of  the  bal- 
ance due  to  each,  to  make  their  pay  good  for  past  services,  agreeably  to  the 
resolution  of  the  10th  day  of  April  last: 

That  such  of  the  states  as  have  not  made  compensation  to  their  officers 
and  soldiers,  agreeably  to  the  recommendation  of  the  17  of  August  1779, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  do  it  as  soon  as  possible: 

That  the  provision  for  granting  lands  by  the  resolution  of  September 
1 6th,  1776,  be  and  is  hereby  extended  to  the  general  officers  in  the  follow- 
ing proportion  to  wit:  a  major  general  1 100  acres;  a  brigadier  general  850 
acres: 

That  the  officers  of  the  army  be  furnished,  as  soon  as  possible  with  two 
months'  pay  on  account  to  relieve  their  present  wants,  mentioned  in  the 
memorial. 

Ordered,  That  the  remainder  of  the  report  be  recommitted. 

In  Congress,  August  24, 1780. 
Resolved  That  the  officers  of  the  line  of  the  army,  commanding  corps, 
when  in  camp,  be  allowed  to  draw  so  many  of  the  rations  of  provisions 
heretofore  withheld,  as  the  Commander  in  Chief,  or  the  commander  of  a 
seperate  army,  shall  think  necessary;  but  that  no  provision  be  issued  for 
back  rations  not  drawn  on  the  days  they  become  due: 

That  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  subsistence  money,  allowed  to  officers  in 
lieu  of  the  rations  withheld,  is  not  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  rations,  the  de- 
ficiency shall  hereafter  be  made  up  to  them: 
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That  the  resolution  of  the  15  day  of  May,  1778,  granting  half-pay  for 
seven  years  to  the  officers  of  the  army  who  should  continue  in  the  service 
to  the  end  of  the  war  be  extended  to  the  widows  of  those  officers  who  have 
died,  or  shall  hereafter  die  in  the  service;  to  commence  from  the  time  of 
such  officer's  death,  and  continue  for  the  term  of  seven  years;  or  if  there  be 
no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  intermarriage,  the  said  half  pay 
be  given  to  the  orphan  children  of  the  officer  dying  as  aforesaid,  if  he  shall 
have  left  any;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  legislatures  of  the  respec- 
tive states  to  which  such  officers  belong,  to  make  provision  for  paying  the 
same  on  account  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  restricting  clause  in  the  resolution  of  the  15th.  of  May,  1778, 
granting  half-pay  to  the  officers  for  seven  years,  expressed  in  these  words, 
viz. "  and  not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  these  states,  or  any  of  them," 
be  and  hereby  is  repealed. 

August  25th.  Resolved,  That  the  half  pay  of  general  officers  be  propor- 
tioned to  their  pay. 

To  THE  BOARD  OF  WAR 

Head  Quarters,  near  Hackinsac  Bridge, 

September  5, 1780. 
Gentn:  I  have  received  Mr.  Stoddart's2  Letter  of  the  28th  of 
August,  with  a  Copy  of  the  Resolution  of  the  12th3  to  which  it 
refers.  I  see,  for  the  reasons  mentioned,  that  there  will  be  a 
good  deal  of  difficulty  in  making  out  the  List  of  the  Officers 
directed  by  the  Act,  and  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  it  not  in  my 
power  to  give  the  Board  the  assistance  I  could  wish;  but  such 
as  I  can  render  they  shall  most  readily  receive.4  I  would  how- 
ever, previous  to  my  interfering  in  this  business  in  any  degree, 

2Benjamin  Stoddert  (Stoddart).  He  was  secretary  to  the  Board  of  War. 

3 The  resolve  inclosed  was  one  of  August  12,  directing  the  Board  of  War  "to  report 
to  Congress  a  list  of  the  officers  not  belonging  to  the  quota  of  any  state,  with  an  ac- 
count of  the  balance  due  to  each,  to  make  their  pay  good  for  past  services." 

*  "There  is  no  register,  nor  anything  else  sufficiently  authentic  to  refer  to,  without 
reading  over  all  the  Journals  of  Congress,  to  find  out  the  Officers  whose  names  are  to 
be  reported  agreeably  to  the  inclosed  resolution." — Benjamin  Stoddert  to  Washington, 
Aug.  28,  1780.  Stoddert's  letter  is  in  the  Washington  Papers. 
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beg  leave  to  suggest  to  them  that  it  appears  to  me  necessary, 
that  it  should  be  clearly  and  explicitly  understood  by  the 
Board,  which  seems  not  to  be  case  by  their  Letter,  what  offi- 
cers are  to  be  the  Objects  of  their  Report.  If  these  are  not 
designated,  it  may  lead  to  injustice,  which  tho'  eventually  re- 
dressed, would  nevertheless  in  the  first  instance  excite  great 
complaint  and  confusion.  If  the  point  should  be  left  subject  to 
various  constructions  and  interpretations,  this  must  be  the 
consequence,  as  we  may  easily  conclude  from  the  very  differ- 
ent conduct  and  treatment,  which  have  been  adopted  by  the 
different  states  and  still  prevail  in  many  instances,  with  respect 
to  the  Officers  and  Corps  which  the  Board  mention.  Indeed 
the  present  is  a  matter  of  a  delicate  nature,  and  it  is  to  be 
wished  for  the  sake  of  harmony,  that  it  could  be  settled,  that 
all  the  Officers  who  are  to  have  the  depreciation  of  their  pay 
made  up,  could  be  described  in  one  general  arrangement. 
The  mentioning  of  one  set  and  postponing  Another,  tho'  a 
provision  should  be  afterwards  made  for  them  and  equally 
intended  when  that  for  others  was  determined,  is  the  source 
of  uneasiness  and  of  apprehensions  that  discriminations  will 
obtain  injurious  to  the  latter. 

Whether  Aids  de  Camp  [and  Secretaries]  who  have  not 
Regimental  Commissions  or  Appointments  should  be  part  of 
the  Officers,  who  are  to  be  under  the  Board's  consideration,  is 
a  question  I  cannot  determine;  but  they  are  certainly  as  much 
Officers  in  the  line  of  the  Army  as  any  Others  and  equally  in- 
titled  to  this  just  compensation,  which  I  should  also  suppose 
must  be  the  case,  with  respect  to  Officers  of  every  description 
whether  military  or  Staff,  who  have  served  for  a  standing, 
fixed  pay,  which  has  not  been  encreased  from  time  to  time  as 
the  depreciation  encreased.  The  doubt  with  the  Board  with 
respect  to  Aids,  cannot  extend  against  the  equity  of  their  claim, 
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but  only  I  presume,  whether  they  are  to  be  Objects  of  their  Re- 
port, or  are  to  come  under  the  consideration  of  any  other 
body,  or  of  the  Committee  proposed  by  the  Act  of  the  ioth  of 
April.  I  have  the  Honor  etc. 

P.  S.  The  Board's  Letter  of  the  25th  Ulto.  came  to  hand  the 
2d  Inst,  with  Commissions  only  for  Moylan's  and  Webb's 
Regmts.5 

eThe  draft  is  in  the  writing  of  Robert  Hanson  Harrison.  The  words  in  brackets  are 
in  the  writing  of  Washington. 
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By  David  M.  Matteson 

Abeel,  Col.  James,  wagoners,  401. 

Absence  without  leave,  staff  officer,  138;  failure  of  convalescent  officers 

to  return,  264;  irregular  passes,  397;  officers,  465,  466.    See  also 

Desertion. 

Abuse  and  insult,  of  officers  by  officers,  4,  5,  372,  373.  See  also  Assault. 

Accounts,  claims,  and  warrants,  Joseph  Trumbull's,  $n;  headquarters, 
54 «,  74 »,  760,  89  n,  278  n,  346ft;  forage  impress,  158,  305,  3060; 
Washington's  private,  253;  horsekeeping,  476.  See  also  Pay. 

Accouterments.  See  Equipments. 

Ackesley,  Nathaniel,  rustler,  spy,  474  n. 

Acquackanonck,  N.  J.,  route  through,  401;  impressment  of  transporta- 
tion, 429. 

Adams,  John,  Landais,  44372. 

Adams,  Samuel,  militia  requisition,  79;  committees:  joint  military  opera- 
tions, 236/2;  army  conditions,  413/2. 

Additional  and  Nonstate  Continental  regiments,  pay,  arrears,  difficul- 
ties, 503-505.  See  also  Artificers;  Artillery;  Canadian  regiments; 
Cavalry;  German  Battalion;  Invalid  corps;  Jackson,  Henry;  Light 
corps;  Provost;  Rifle  corps;  Sherburne,  Henry;  Spencer,  Oliver; 
Warner,  Seth;  Webb,  Samuel  Blatchley. 

Addresses,  circulars  to  states,  104,  449. 

Adjutant  general,  insignia,  172;  guard,  279;  inspectors  as  wing  deputies, 
337- 

Adjutants,  appointments,  no,  424,  479;  at  orderly  office,  142;  insignia, 
172. 

Advanced  line  in  New  Jersey,  opposition  to  British  advance,  general 
orders  on  conduct,  50-52,  54,  57,  58,  64,  66,  70,  73,  93,  97. 

Agents,  resident,  for  prisoners  of  war,  regulations,  n,  121,  255-257,  436, 
446. 

Aides.  See  Military  secretaries. 

Alarm,  signal  in  camp,,  55,  347,  430. 

Albany,  N.  Y.,  specific  supplies,  165;  magazine,  363. 

Alexander,  Gen.  William.  See  Stirling. 
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Alexander,  Maj.  William,  officer  of  the  day,  17, 73, 113;  services,  17  n. 

Allen,  Col.  Ethan,  reported  negotiations  with  British,  161;  letter  to,  475; 
prisoners  at  Quebec,  475;  letter  written  by,  475  n. 

Allen,  Capt.  Noah,  assaulted,  467;  service,  467  n. 

Alliance,  U.  S.  S.,  expected  with  supplies,  205  n,  227,  228 72;  arrival,  Lan- 
dais,  441,  44372,453,469. 

America,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York,  180. 

American  Revolution,  effect  of  inadequate  army  and  uncentralized  power, 
130-132;  European  conditions  and  continuance, 405-407, 454,  48972. 
See  also  Army;  Commerce;  Continental  Congress;  Finances;  For- 
eign relations;  Frontier;  Intercourse;  Loyalists;  Navy. 

Amicus  Reipublicae,  spy,  161  n. 

Ammunition,  supply  in  field,  13;  joint  state-continental  making,  in; 
scarcity  and  campaign  plans,  sources  of  supply,  112,  116,  213,  22872, 
313;  from  states,  116,  210,  211,  22872,  229,  254,  290,  318;  expected, 
from  France,  168-171,  227;  relief  of  Fort  Schuyler,  288;  issue  on 
march,  289;  from  French  force,  236,  338;  rifle  corps,  379;  waste  in 
action  and  retirement,  438;  waste  in  camp,  439;  transportation  of 
spare,  484.  See  also  Arms;  Cartridges;  Shot  and  shell. 

Amnesty,  deserters,  269,  306,  468,  470-472.  See  also  Pardon. 

Anderson,  Capt.  John,  transfer,  199;  service,  19972. 

Anderson,  Joshua,  complaint,  402. 

Anderson,  Lieut.  Nathaniel,  transfer,  201;  service,  201 72. 

Andrews,  Lieut.  Nathaniel.  See  Anderson. 

Angell,  Col.  Israel,  resistance  of  British  advance,  66,  73,  93,  97;  replace- 
ments, 93,  97;  new  arrangement,  97;  maneuvers,  127;  officer  of  the 
day,  173,  251;  at  court-martial,  208, 224, 352, 372, 388;  clothing,  303. 

Arbuthnot,  Adm.  Marriot,  return  to  New  York  from  South,  27,  29,  37; 
movement  against  French  force,  Newport  blockade,  29372,  32472, 

_  325>  383>  483- 
Ariel,  U.  S.  S.,  expected  with  supplies,  20572,  443,  45372. 

Armed  neutrality,  proposal,  128. 

Arms,  care  in  field  and  on  march,  13,  337;  side  arms,  22,  386,  478;  for 
levies,  transportation,  128,  129;  expected  from  France,  delay,  168- 
171,  20572,  219,  227,  22872,  443;  scarcity  and  joint  plans,  borrowing, 
replacement,  213,  228,  22872,  229,  259,  269,  338,  453,  454;  waste, 
230-232;  returns  and  supply  on  march,  289,  290;  temporary  suffi- 
ciency, 304,  313;  sappers  and  miners,  304;  information  on  available, 
311;  issue  in  field,  345;  spontoons,  351,  448;  rifle  corps,  379;  arsenal 
and  repair,  454,  456;  militia,  480.  See  also  Ammunition;  Artillery; 
Bayonets;  Military  stores. 
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Armstrong,  Edward  A.,  letter  possessed  by,  458/2. 

Army.  See  British  army;  Continental  army;  French  army;  Militia. 

Arnold,  Gen.  Benedict,  West  Point  command,  instructions,  conditions 
under,  91, 309-311, 328, 341-343, 394,  395, 446>  49°5  and  wing  com" 
mand,  302,  30272;  letters  to,  309,  328,  331,  341,  359,  370,  379,  394, 
417, 446,  474,  488,  490;  constructive  work,  331,  332;  possible  British 
movement,  360,  417,  488,  489;  detail,  379;  court-martial  rights,  474. 

Arrest,  resisting,  152;  power,  152,  153;  frivolous  causes,  153;  breaking, 

373- 
Arsac,  Charles  Henri  d\  See  Ternay. 
Artificers,  new  arrangement,  60;  returns,  61;  terms  of  employment,  143; 

charcoal  making,  162, 353;  on  march,  289;  Dobbs  Ferry  works,  360; 

bakers,  464;  paymaster,  448. 
Artillery,  defense  line,  56;  platform  planks,  122, 139;  in  campaign  plans, 

178;  borrowing  state,  210;  light  corps,  300;  clothing,  303;  camp 

position,  323,  431;  furloughs,  380;  officers'  pay,  arrears,  liquidation, 

503-505.    See  also  Knox,  Henry;  Shot  and  shell;  regiments  by 

number. 
Artisans.  See  Artificers. 

Ashby,  Lieut.  Benjamin,  regiment,  199;  service,  199 n. 
Ashley,  Capt.  Moses,  acting  inspector,  313;  service,  31372;  officer  of  the 

day,  423,  466. 
Ashly,  Lieut.  Benjamin.  See  Ashby. 
Assault,  on  women,  capital  penalty,  224,  372;  soldier  on  officer,  467.  See 

also  Abuse. 
Associations,  Virginia,  for  economy,  334.  See  also  Merchants'  association. 

Bache,  Evelin,  letter  possessed  by,  167/2. 

Badlam,  Lieut.  Col.  Ezra,  officer  of  the  day,  429. 

Baggage,  officers'  heavy,  stored,  33;  escort,  100;  on  march,  278,  285,  289, 

425,  426,  434;  to  West  Point,  guard,  301. 
Baker  general.  See  Ludowick,  Christopher. 
Bakers,  detail,  464. 

Baldwin,  Col.  Jeduthan,  Dobbs  Ferry  works,  360. 
Baliss,  Capt.  William.  See  Baylis. 
Ball,  Maj.  Lebbeus,  officer  of  the  day,  476;  service,  476/2. 
Bancker,  Abraham,  spy,  alias,  161  n. 
Bank,  merchants'  association  of  Philadelphia,  army  supplies,  68,  87,  150, 

151,  212,  240,  376;  opposition  to  Reed,  114;  notes  in  army  finances, 

216. 
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Barbadoes  Neck,  N.  J.,  impressment  expedition,  432,  437,  439,  449,  452, 

462,  494;  patrol  down,  487  n. 
Barber,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis,  maneuvers,  126;  and  subinspectorship,  126, 

466;  special  service,  222;  officer  of  the  day,  476. 
Barclay,  Thomas,  letters  to,  87,  240;  supplies,  87,  240. 
Bark,  caution  in  gathering,  19. 
Barker,  John,  robbed,  498. 
Bassett,  Lieut.  Col.  Barachiah,  officer  of  the  day,  347,  414,  478;  service, 

347«- 
Batteaux,  construction,  170. 
Battle,  order  of,  302. 

Baylis,  Capt.  William,  regiment,  200;  service,  200 n. 
Bayonets,  issue  of  guns  with,  290;  lack  of  belts  and  scabbards,  to  be  kept 

fixed,  304,  345,  386;  noncommissioned  officers'  belts  turned  in,  478. 
Beall,  Josiah,  letter  to,  85. 
Beauford,  Lieut.  Thomas.  See  Burfoot. 
Bechet,  Etienne  Nicolas  Marie.  See  Rochefontaine. 
Bee,  Thomas,  committee  on  exchanges,  150  n. 
Beebe,  Lieut.  Col.  Bezaleel,  state  regiment  in  campaign  plan,  291,  296, 

305;  letters  to,  296,  305. 
Bell,  Capt.  Thomas,  service,  230  n. 
Benedict,  Capt.  Noble,  flag  of  truce,  370. 
Benson,  Henry,  pilot,  French  service,  181. 
Bentley,  Capt.  William,  transfer,  198;  service,  198 n. 
Bergen  Neck,  N.  J.,  removal  of  stock,  216,  260-262;  impressment  of 

transportation,  429;  impressment  expedition,  431,  437,  439,  442, 

449,  452,  462,  494. 
Biddle,  Col.  Clement,  letter  to,  159 n;  forage  impressment  warrants, 

159 n,  306 n;  horsekeeping  accounts,  476;  quarters,  476. 
Bigelow,  Col.  Timothy,  conduct  before  Quebec,  274. 
Bills  of  exchange,  for  prisoners  of  war,  11,  121. 
Blackwell,  Capt.  William,  transfer,  198;  service,  198 n. 
Blagden,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel,  resignation,  182. 

Blaine,  Ephraim,  commissary  general  of  purchases,  campaign  prepara- 
tions, 170;  salt  meat,  magazines,  342,  363;  letters  to,  363,  419;  on 

scarcity,  letters,  393,  419. 
Blanch,  Capt.  Thomas,  letter  to,  433;  conduct,  post,  433, 434. 
Bloomfield,  Ensign  Jarvis,  adjutant,  137;  service,  137 n. 
Bloomfield,  Dr.  Moses,  parole  and  exchange,  478;  service,  478  n. 
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Blockade,  of  French  at  Newport,  266,  272,  306,  319,  325,  375,  383,  483; 
of  Rochambeau's  second  division  at  Brest,  441-443,  453,  462, 469. 

Board  of  Admiralty,  letters  to,  330,  382;  French  naval  cooperation,  330, 
382,  383.  See  also  Lewis,  Francis. 

Board  of  War,  letters  to,  n,  16,  51,  60,  68,  120,  123,  128,  141,  182,  194, 
206,  317,  378,  480,  504;  detachment  to  Maryland  brigades,  25;  Lee's 
corps,  51;  commissions,  61,  123,  194;  court-martial  ordered  by,  61, 
62;  needed  stores  for  campaign,  120,  128,  129,  141,  206,  207,  290, 
317,  318;  Virginia  brigade,  234 n;  specific  supplies,  378;  Joel,  379; 
rifles,  379;  arrears  to  nonstate  officers,  503,  504. 

Boats,  for  West  Point  ruse,  14,  15;  employment  on  the  Hudson,  143; 
Rhode  Island  preparations,  122;  batteaux,  170;  for  New  York  City 
movement,  213,  271,  286/2,  489. 

Bogarts  Mills,  N.  J.,  433. 

Bonaventure,  E.  F.,  letters  possessed  by,  161  n,  183  n. 

Bonetta,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York,  i8o«. 

Bonham,  Lieut.  Absalom,  court-martial,  253. 

Boss,  Lieut.  George,  court-martial,  352,  372,  373;  service,  352 n. 

Boston,  New  England  convention,  453. 

Bouexic,  Louis  Urbain  du.  See  Guichen. 

Bounty,  land  to  general  officers,  503. 

Bourk,  Michael,  court-martial,  414. 

Bowdoin,  Pres.  James,  letters  to,  8,  290,  338,  452,  454;  Halifax  data,  9; 
military  stores,  290,  338,  453,  454;  militia,  338,  455;  recruiting,  455. 

Bowman,  Col.  Abraham,  apprehension,  377. 

Bowman,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  mission,  11;  reputation,  12. 

Bowyer,  Capt.  Thomas,  regiment,  200;  service,  200  n. 

Braden,  Ensign  James,  regiment,  198. 

Bradford,  Col.  Gamaliel,  officer  of  the  day,  502. 

Bradford,  Ma].  William,  officer  of  the  day,  3,  33,  88,  no,  137,  173,  209, 
223,  252,  277;  maneuvers,  143;  inspection  duties,  232;  service,  232 n. 

Brady,  Capt.  Samuel,  Sandusky  raid,  378;  service,  378  n. 

Bread,  baking  in  camp,  103.  See  also  Flour. 

Brearley,  Lieut.  Col.  (justice}  David,  letter  to,  141;  justiceship  and  resig- 
nation, 141,  194;  on  irregular  impressments,  493. 

Brest,  France,  blockade,  441-443,  453,  462,  469. 

Brevet,  and  light  corps  command,  354-356. 

Brewster,  Capt.-Lieut.  Caleb,  Culpers,  418;  service,  418  n;  Sound  patrol, 
419. 
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Briant,  Jacob,  headquarters  at  house,  bill,  54  n. 

Brigade,  responsibility  of  commander,  217;  size,  225. 

Brigade  majors  and  inspectors,  appointment,  163,  313,  323,  346. 

Brigadier  generals,  uniform,  21;  rank  dispute,  112,  138;  Morgan  and 

appointment,  224-226.    See  also  General  officers;  brigades  under 

state  names. 
British  army.  See  Campaign  of  1780. 
Brodhead,  Col.  Daniel,  letters  to,  119,  377;  confined  to  defensive,  119, 

120;  scarcity,  377. 
Brown,  Benjamin,  on  express,  letter,  33  s;  office,  33  72. 
Brown,  John,  brothers  and  French  hospital,  177  n. 
Brown,  Thomas,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  18,  224. 
Brown  University.  See  Rhode  Island  College. 
Brownlee,  Capt.-Lieut.  William,  service,  230 n. 
Bruin,  Capt.  (Maj.)  Peter  Bryan,  charcoal  making,  162;  detachment, 

191;  regiment,  199;  service,  199/2. 
Buford,  Col.  Abraham,  new  officers,  201;  service,  201  n. 
Bulls  Ferry,  N.  J.,  attempt  against  British  post,  260. 
Burfoot,  Lieut.  Thomas,  regiment,  200;  service,  200 72. 
Burfort,  Lieut.  Thomas.  See  Burfoot. 
Burgoyne,  Gen.  John,  question  of  exchange,  436. 
Burnet,  Ma].  Icabod,  letter  to,  47;  intelligence,  47;  Greene's  aide,  47  n. 
Burrowes,  Ma],  John,  officer  of  the  day,  163. 
Burtis,  William,  loyalist,  prisoner,  395. 
Butler,  Col.  Richard,  officer  of  the  day,  34,  73;  at  court-martial,  142,  153, 

173,  190,  192,  208,  221,  241,  251,  252,  263,  352,  414,  466. 
Butler,  Capt.  Thomas,  arrest  by,  152,  153;  service,  152  n. 
Butler,  Lieut.  Col.  William,  ill,  163;  abused,  373. 
Butts  Hill,  R.  I.,  works,  expense,  460. 

Caldwell,  Rev.  James,  protection  of  Elizabethtown,  145. 

Campaign  of  1780.  See  Frontier;  Hudson  River;  Knyphausen;  Militia; 
New  York  City;  Rochambeau;  Recruiting;  Southern  campaign. 

Campbell,  Capt.  Thomas,  court-martial,  173. 

Canadian  expedition,  Bigelow's  conduct,  274. 

Canadian  regiments,  rank  and  rank  of  commanders,  55,  61,  74-76;  offi- 
cers, 1 1 8  ;z,  262/2.  See  also  Hazen,  Moses;  Livingston,  James. 

Canajoharie,  N.  Y.,  Indian  raid,  416. 

Cannon,  James,  letter  to,  492;  exchange  of  Gadsden,  492. 
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Cannon.  See  Artillery. 

Captains,  uniform,  21. 

Carnes,  Capt.  Patrick,  sheep,  452. 

Carriages,  Washington's  coach,  safe  of  old,  253. 

Cartel.  See  Prisoners  of  war. 

Cartouche  boxes,  demand,  129;  loan  by  states  and  French,  228,  238; 
issue,  290. 

Cartridges,  making,  274.  See  also  Cartouche  boxes. 

Casualties,  Knyphausen's  expedition,  10,  66;  returns,  23;  Bulls  Ferry, 
261. 

Catharine  II  of  Russia,  armed  neutrality,  128;  policy  and  age,  407. 

Cattle,  removal  of  exposed  New  Jersey,  1,  12,  244,  248,  260-262,  402; 
account  for  feeding,  8/z;  weekly  returns,  190;  supply,  254,  394;  pro- 
posed removal  from  east  end  of  Long  Island,  267;  purchase  in  Neu- 
tral Ground,  379;  expedition  to  impress  New  Jersey,  431-433,  439, 
441,  442,  449,  462.  See  also  Hides;  Meat;  Tallow. 

Cavalry,  Philadelphia  Light  Horse,  16,  18,  70;  no  recruits  from  militia 
draft,  94, 140,  218;  in  main  guard,  139,  141;  officers'  pay  arrears  and 
liquidation,  503-505.  See  also  Lee,  Henry;  regiments  by  number. 

Chain  bearers,  detail,  365. 

Chambers,  Col.  James,  officer  of  the  day,  19,  137,  485. 

Charcoal,  making,  162,  353. 

Charles  III  of  Spain,  policy  and  age,  407. 

Charleston,  S.  C,  surrender,  terms,  9,  50;  moral  effect,  9;  inquiry  into 
loss,  147;  question  of  exchanges,  259;  civil  prisoners,  492;  escapes, 
374,  382. 

Cheever,  Col.  Ezekiel,  repair  of  arms,  456. 

Chesapeake  Bay,  British  control,  374. 

Christie,  Capt.  James,  court-martial,  3. 

Church,  Ma].  Thomas,  officer  of  the  day,  21,  76,  109,  126,  152,  209,  278; 
abused,  372,  373. 

Circulars  to  states,  104,  449. 

Civil  power,  soldier  delivered  to  court,  487  n. 

Claiborne,  Ma].  Richard,  letter  to,  60;  removing  stores,  60. 

Claims.  See  Accounts. 

Clark,  Abraham,  committee  on  joint  operations,  236 n. 

Clarkstown,  N.  Y.,  march  to,  337;  headquarters,  orders  from,  337. 

Claverac,  N.  Y.,  militia  rendezvous,  101,  103,  244,  246,  310;  specific 
supplies,  165. 
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Claw  son,  John,  spy,  condemned,  23. 

Clay,  Lieut.  Matthew,  transfer,  198;  service,  198 n. 

Clift,  Ma).  Wills,  light  corps  command,  299. 

Clinton,  Gov.  George,  militia  and  supplies  for  West  Point,  14-16,  24, 
49,  84;  letters  to,  15,  47,  83,  84,  279;  frontier  operations,  militia, 
Fort  Schuyler,  37,  41,  45,  46,  48,  49,  287,  288,  457,  458,  460,  461; 
recruiting,  49,  83-85;  circulars  to,  104 n,  105 n,  449*2;  campaign 
plans,  279,  418. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  return  from  South,  24,  26,  29,  30,  37,  39,  50,  53; 
on  New  Jersey  advance  and  retirement,  letter,  6472;  general  ex- 
changes, 9672;  letters  to,  121,  174,  255,  257,  445;  prisoners  of  war 
affairs,  121,  160,  255,  258,  258  72,  259;  passport,  174;  movement 
against  French,  letters,  293  n,  294  n,  324  n;  Narrative,  32472.  See 
also  Campaign  of  1780. 

Clinton,  Gen.  James,  West  Point,  14,  16,  47,  52;  positions,  100,  221,  434; 
officer  of  the  day,  466,  499. 

Closter,  N.  J.,  landing,  road,  post,  425,  433,  473. 

Clothier  general.  See  Wilkinson,  James. 

Clothing,  need,  36,  131,  136;  public,  for  officers,  urge,  36;  lack  on  fron- 
tier, 36,  45;  summer  supply,  83,  205;  for  levies,  95;  from  France, 
transportation,  168-171,  219,  228,  266.  See  also  Overalls;  Shirts; 
Shoes;  State  clothiers;  Uniforms. 

Clove.  See  Smiths  Clove. 

Clymer,  George,  letter  to,  376;  flour  for  army,  letter,  376,  376/2. 

Coane,  Lieut.  Conolly,  parole  to  Europe  refused,  69. 

Cobb,  Lieut.  Col.  David,  officer  of  the  day,  423;  service,  aide,  42372; 
vanguard,  426;  at  court-martial,  448. 

Cochran,  Dr.  John,  to  Philadelphia,  medical  department  needs,  181. 

Cockades,  orders  on,  22,  210. 

Cockier.  See  Kochler. 

Cogswell,  Maj.  Thomas,  at  court-martial,  448;  service,  44872. 

Coleman,  Ensign  Richard,  transfer,  198;  service,  19872. 

Commander  in  chief,  and  failure  of  plans,  207;  private  accounts,  253;  en- 
larged field  of  operations,  402.  See  also  Addresses;  Continental  army; 
General  orders;  Headquarters;  Military  science;  Presentations;  Proc- 
lamations. 

Commander  in  Chief's  Guard,  returns,  status,  222.  See  also  Gibbs,  Caleb. 

Commerce.  See  Commissary;  Intercourse;  Imports;  Transportation. 

Commissary,  graft,  468;  correspondence  plan,  500.  See  also  next  titles; 
Bank;  Clothing;  Forage;  Liquor;  Magazines;  Military  stores;  Pro- 
visions; Quartermaster  department. 
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Commissary  general  of  issues.  See  Stewart,  Charles. 

Commissary  general  of  purchases.  See  Blaine,  Ephraim. 

Commissary  of  forage.  See  Biddle,  Clement. 

Commissary  of  prisoners  of  war.  See  Skinner,  Abraham. 

Committee  at  headquarters.  See  Committee  of  cooperation. 

Committee  of  cooperation  at  headquarters,  letters  to,  2,  5,  31,  38,  57, 
76,  165,  205,  391;  recruiting,  urge  to  states,  2,  31,  38,  57,  76,  83,  85; 
retirement  before  British  advance,  57;  irregular  recruiting,  76;  in 
plans  for  joint  French  operations,  and  failure,  165,  166,  170,  234, 
391—394;  Jackson's  and  Webb's  regiments,  206,  241-243;  need  of 
enlarged  powers,  236;  quartermaster  department  crisis,  279,  280  22, 
330;  baggage  in  march,  336;  specific  supplies,  378;  and  plight  of 
army,  405;  recall,  449,  462;  Washington's  appreciation,  463. 

Communication,  need,  with  South,  27.  See  also  Express;  Intelligence; 
Intercourse. 

Conduct  unbecoming  to  an  officer.  See  Crimes. 

Confederacy,  U.  S.  S.,  319  n. 

Connecticut,  cattle-feeding  accounts,  822;  state  troops  for  West  Point,  24, 
31,  78,  81;  recruiting,  draft,  deficit,  38,  42-45,  81,  82,  94,  118,  139, 
140,  218,  260,  385,  391,  501;  powder  making,  in;  militia  and  state 
troops  making  fascines,  139,  140,  291,  394;  loan  of  arms,  228,  229, 
260;  impressment  of  lumber  and  transportation,  286 22;  militia  and 
state  troops  to  front,  discharge,  291,  296,  297  22,  305,  457,  488-490; 
militia  to  Rochambeau,  338  22,  339;  specific  supplies,  deficit,  500. 
See  also  next  titles;  New  England;  New  London. 

Connecticut,  governor  of.  See  Trumbull,  Jonathan. 

Connecticut  brigades,  march,  34,  51,  52 n;  position,  56;  to  West  Point, 
77;  Webb's  regiment  added,  206,  242, 243;  in  New  York  City  move- 
ment, 271;  light  corps  companies,  299;  line  of  battle,  302;  return  of 
recruiting  officers,  385.  See  also  Huntington,  Jedidiah;  Parsons, 
Samuel  Holden. 

Connecticut  Eighth  Regiment,  officer,  447  n. 

Connecticut  Fifth  Regiment,  officers,  16472,  447*2,  48372. 

Connecticut  First  Regiment,  officers,  251,  43822. 

Connecticut  Fourth  Regiment,  officer,  48322.  See  also  Durkee,  John. 

Connecticut  Ninth  Regiment,  order  for,  206,  242,  243.  See  also  Webb, 

Samuel  Blatchley. 
Connecticut  Second  Regiment,  officers,  1322, 16422, 41422, 44722. 
Connecticut  Seventh  Regiment,  officers,  1322, 41422,  43822.  See  also  Swift, 

Heman. 
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Connecticut  Sixth  Regiment,  officer,  415  n.  See  also  Meigs,  Return 
Jonathan. 

Connecticut  State  Library,  material  from,  Sn,  31  n,  4572,  8272,  10572, 
112  72,  14072,  16972,  22972,  26772,  33972,  42872,  45772,  50072. 

Connecticut  Third  Regiment,  officer,  19372.  See  also  Wyllys,  Samuel. 

Connolly,  Dr.  John,  exchange,  16,  6g,  160,  161,  436. 

Continental  army,  held  to  defensive,  10;  ladies'  gifts,  71,  7172,  7272,  167, 
216,  333,  334,  350,  351;  and  local  protection,  89;  weakness  and  dis- 
tress, 130,  131,  133,  136;  danger  of  dissolution,  effect,  405,  412; 
complete  control  by  Congress  needed,  412.  See  also  Accounts;  Board 
of  War;  Boats;  Campaign;  Casualties;  Crimes;  Discharges;  Disci- 
pline; Drill;  Fatigue;  Frontier;  Guards;  Health;  Intercourse;  Leave; 
March;  Militia;  Music;  Officers;  Prisoners  of  war;  Quarters;  Re- 
cruiting; Regiments;  Returns;  Staff. 

Continental  Congress,  quartermaster  department,  572,  25972,  279,  280, 
28072,  366-369;  presentation  sword,  121 72;  effect  of  lack  of  power, 
131,  412;  Charleston  surrender,  147;  exchanges,  cartel,  148,  14972, 
15072,  40272;  merchants'  association,  151 72;  inspector  general  depart- 
ment, 17272;  medical  department,  181;  Shippen  trial,  182, 497;  French 
cooperation,  23672;  ordnance  stores,  317;  naval  cooperation,  31972; 
Washington's  enlarged  authority,  402;  his  plea  for  adequate  army, 
402-413;  officers  pay,  liquidation,  half-pay,  502-504.  See  also  Board 
of  Admiralty;  Board  of  War;  Committee  of  cooperation;  President. 

Continental  Village,  N.  Y.,  fatigue,  139. 

Convention  troops,  treatment,  complaint,  258,  25872,  271;  officers  on 
parole,  movements,  458,  459. 

Conway,  Lieut.  Col.  John,  rank,  13872,  194;  officer  of  the  day,  141,  190, 
209,  463;  service,  46372;  court-martial,  465. 

Cooke,  Lieut.  John,  resignation,  461. 

Coos,  N.  H.,  protection,  89. 

Coren,  Capt.  Isaac,  court-martial,  11,  62. 

Corn  meal,  saving,  24. 

Cornell,  Ezekiel,  committee  on  army  conditions,  41372. 

Corny,  Louis  Dominique  Ethis  de,  Rochambeau  liaison,  95,  177,  254; 
letter  to,  177;  hospital  difficulties,  letter,  177,  17772. 

Counterfeiting,  of  paper  money  by  soldiers,  208. 

Countersigns,  irregular,  occasional  initials,  2;  significant,  220,  289.  See 
also  Watchword. 

Courts-martial,  of  officers,  3-5,  61,  62,  152,  173,  263-265,  372,  373,  465, 
476,  477, 497,  498;  Shippen,  13,  50,  61,  98,  182,  497;  service  and  field 
service,  13,  14;  of  soldiers,  18,  163,  208,  224,  366,  372,  414,  466-468, 
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477;  detail,  orders,  18,  19,  88,  142,  153  (two),  241,  251,  351,  352, 
388,  448,  464,  502;  of  spies,  23,  221,  252,  474;  general  power  not 
delegated,  120;  sentence  disapproved,  152;  of  staff  officials,  208,  468; 
orderlies,  366,  372,  424;  right  of  separate  state  commander,  474;  in 
recruiting  service,  479,  480. 

Cox,  Col.  John,  resignation,  366 n. 

Craig,  Col.  Thomas,  officer  of  the  day,  76. 

Craik,  Dr.  James,  hospitals  for  Rochambeau,  93,  95,  178;  letter  to,  95; 

medicines  from  French,  330. 
Crane,  Ma].  William,  letter  to,  490;  possible  British  movement,  490; 

service,  490  n. 

Crawford,  Lieut.  Edward,  wounded,  261;  service,  261  n. 

Crimes  and  misdemeanors,  unbecoming  conduct,  62,  173,  264,  372,  373, 

465,  498;  escape  of  prisoners,  253;  illegal  discharges,  479.  See  also 

Absence;   Abuse;   Arrest;   Assault;   Civil   power;   Courts-martial; 

Depredations;  Desertion;  Disobedience;  Graft;  Liquor;  Mutiny; 

Pardon;  Provost;  Punishments;  Theft. 
Crittenden,  Lieut.  John,  regiment,  201;  service,  201  n. 
Cropper,  Lieut.  Col.  John,  transfer,  199;  service,  199  n. 
Croton  River,  N.  Y.,  march  to  bridge,  300,  303. 
Culper,  Samuel,  sr.,  resumes  communications,  157,  247,  361. 
Culper,  Samuel,  jr.,  resumes  communications,  157,  247,  418. 
Custis,  George  W.  P.,  Recollections,  335  n. 
Custis,  John  Parke,  letter  to,  334. 

Dagworthy,  Mary,  gift  for  army,  letter,  72 n,  333,  334;  letter  to,  333. 

Dallizen,  Capt. ,  with  Kosciuszko,  340. 

Dalrymple,  Gen.  William,  on  movement  against  French,  324 n. 

Damages.  See  Depredations. 

Danbury,  Conn.,  rendezvous,  139,  140,  291. 

Darby,  Ma].  Samuel,  officer  of  the  day,  429,  476;  service,  429 n. 

Dayton,  Col.  Elias,  letters  to,  145,  184,  222,  245;  positions  and  move- 
ments, 145,  146,  152,  245,  273;  intelligence,  184,  245;  to  head- 
quarters, 245. 

Dayton,  Capt.  Jonathan,  intelligence,  245. 

Deane,  Silas,  visit  to  Rochambeau  with  Indians,  496  n. 

Deane,  U.  S.  S.,  orders,  319  n. 

De  Armour,  John,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  208,  209. 

De  Hart,  Lieut.  Jacob,  killed,  261;  service,  Kalb's  aide,  261  n: 
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De  Hart,  Lieut.  Col.  William,  officer  of  the  day,  172,  414. 

De  Lancey,  Maj.  Oliver,  jr.,  communication,  371. 

Delaware,  militia  for  campaign,  arms,  267,  399,  401,  480. 

Delaware,  president  of.  See  Rodney,  Caesar. 

Denham,  Capt.  Archibald.  See  Denholm. 

Denholm,  Capt.  Archibald,  transfer,  198;  service,  198 n. 

Denmark,  armed  neutrality,  128. 

Dennett,  Capt.  John,  court-martial,  465;  service,  465  n. 

Dennis,  Capt.  Patrick,  letters  to,  104,  158,  181;  pilots  for  French,  104, 
145,  158,  181,  214,  238. 

Depredations,  trials  for  plundering,  capital  penalty,  224,  372;  on  march, 
348;  in  camp,  warning,  348,  358,  430;  prevalence,  summary  execu- 
tion, 446;  complaint,  498. 

Desertion,  trials,  penalty,  18,  163,  209,  366,  414,  477;  in  exchanges,  222; 
amnesty,  proclamations,  269,  306,  375,  382,  468,  470-472;  Mer- 
cenaries, French  engagement,  384,  389.  See  also  Absence  without 
leave. 

Detail.  See  Fatigue;  Guards. 

Detroit,  importance  of  reduction,  120. 

Dey,  Col.  Theunis,  house,  headquarters,  tips,  accounts,  80 n,  109/7,  278 n; 
exchange  of  friends,  272. 

Diamond,  Daniel,  prisoner  of  war,  escape,  253. 

Dickinson,  Gen.  Philemon,  letters  to,  6,  295;  militia  in  resistance  to  Brit- 
ish advance,  6,  64;  at  headquarters,  7;  militia  in  New  York  City 
movement,  295. 

Dickinson,  Mrs.  Philemon,  gift  to  soldiers,  72  n. 

Discharges,  staff  official  dismissed,  138;  escape  of  prisoners  of  war  as,  374, 
375,  382,  469,  472;  illegal,  479.  See  also  Punishments  (officers  cash- 
iered); Resignation. 

Discipline,  importance  of  all  elements,  191,  192.  See  also  Crimes;  Dis- 
obedience; Drill. 

Disobedience  to  orders  and  neglect  of  duty,  officer  to  orders  of  officer  of 
the  day,  3,  4;  staff  officer,  138;  officers,  264,  465,  467,  497;  soldier, 
467. 

Dobbs,  Capt.  William,  pilot,  to  headquarters,  111;  pilotage  for  French, 
158?*,  181,  238;  letter  to,  158  n. 

Dobbs  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  post,  108;  militia  rendezvous  and  post,  292,  298, 
430;  camp,  318,  324,  325,  335,  340,  341;  works,  360,  364,  380,  431. 

Doreamus,  Peter,  house,  headquarters  account,  7472,  154. 

Douw,  Volkert  Pieterse,  Oneidas,  87. 
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Doyle,  Lieut.  Thomas,  quartermaster,  364;  service,  364  n. 

Draft,  evil  of  short  time,  2;  protest  on  command  by  state  officers,  28-30; 
necessity,  72, 408, 41 1 ;  no  dragoons,  94, 140, 218.  See  also  Recruiting. 

Dragoons.  See  Cavalry. 

Drill,  maneuvers,  orders,  126,  127,  137,  143,  154,  172,  189,  193,  208,  349, 
350;  by  levies,  154,  350,  364;  maneuvers  at  West  Point,  178;  special 
camp  exercises,  371,  372;  praised,  396;  guard  exercises,  397;  needed 
copies  of  regulations,  415.  See  also  Inspector  general. 

Drums,  issue,  479.  See  also  Music. 

Dunham,  Azariah,  letter  to,  24;  preserving  stores,  24;  cattle,  440. 

Du  Portail,  Gen.  Louis  le  Beque  (chevalier  Derford),  exchange,  234, 249. 

Durkee,  Col.  John,  recruiting  service,  501. 

Duville,  Capt.  Peter,  exchange,  93. 

Eagle,  prisoners  of  war,  exchange,  161,  436. 

Eastern  department.  See  Heath,  William. 

Easton,  Lieut.  Philip,  transfer,  200;  service,  200  n. 

Easton,  Pa.,  post,  248;  magazine,  263. 

Eden,  William,  letter  to,  294  n. 

Edwards,  Ma].  Evan,  officer  of  the  day,  109;  at  court-martial,  142,  251. 

Eighty-seventh  Foot,  British,  officer,  69  n. 

Elizabethtown,  N.  J.,  British  occupation,  39;  post,  moving,  145,  223,  245. 

Ely,  Brig.  Maj.  (Isaac  Seeley  ? ),  officer  of  the  day,  7. 

Ely,  Justin,  recruiting,  43,  90;  letter  to,  43  n. 

Embezzlement.  See  Graft. 

Engineers,  officers'  uniform,  22.    See  also  Du  Portail;  Fortifications; 

Geographer;  Sappers  and  miners. 
English,  Lieut.  Andrew,  adjutant,  resigns,  424. 
Engrossment.  See  Speculation. 

Equipments,  information  on  available,  311.  See  also  Military  stores. 
Erskine,  Robert,  details,  100,  365. 

Erving,  Lieut.  Alexander,  regiment,  200;  service,  Greene's  aide,  200  n. 
Espontoons.  See  Spontoons. 
Essex  County,  N.  J.,  discontent,  451. 
Ethis  de  Corny.  See  Corny. 
Europe,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York,  162,  i8o«. 
Eustis,  Maj.  Benjamin,  at  court-martial,  366;  service,  366 «. 
Evans,  Lieut.  William,  regiment,  199;  service,  199  n. 
Exchange.  See  Prisoners  of  war. 
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Express,  requisition,  33«;  to  South,  98;  to  Rochambeau,  81,  283,  285, 
345,  417;  British  interception,  precautions,  444,  449;  restricted  use, 
475- 

Faesch,  John  Jacob,  furnace,  shot  and  shell,  141;  provisions  for  work- 
men, 214. 

Fairfax,  William  Henry,  agent,  129;  Washington  and  confiscation  of 
estate,  130. 

Fascines,  construction,  74,  139,  140,  291,  338  n,  339,  394. 

Fatigue,  fascines,  139;  constructing  works,  360,  364,  380,  431. 

Faulkner,  William,  Pennsylvania  soldier,  221. 

Febiger,  Col.  Christian,  new  officers,  198. 

Fellows,  Gen.  John,  letters  to,  79,  245,  286,  31672,  346;  militia  to  West 
Point,  countermand,  79;  militia  in  field,  242-247;  relief  of  Fort 
Schuyler,  286-288,  347. 

Fernald,  Lieut.  Col.  Tobias,  officer  of  the  day,  463;  service,  463  n. 

Ferries,  repair  in  Rhode  Island,  178.  See  also  Kings. 

Field  officers,  uniform,  21. 

Fifes,  issue,  key,  479.  See  also  Music. 

Finances,  evil  result  of  short  enlistments,  409.  See  also  Accounts;  Bank; 
Bills  of  exchange;  Funds;  Money;  Requisitions;  Speculation. 

Finn,  Henry,  court-martial,  372. 

Fish,  Maj.  Nicholas,  officer  of  the  day,  347;  subinspector,  466. 

Fishkill,  N.  Y.,  specific  supplies,  165;  militia  rendezvous,  244,  246; 
forage  magazine,  360. 

Flag  of  truce,  abuses,  245,  379;  regulations,  370. 

Flour,  supply,  efforts  of  bank,  concentration  of  army,  23,  376,  437;  emer- 
gent transfer,  transportation,  53,  54,  57,  446,  450;  increase  in  de- 
mand, 240;  for  French  force,  382-385.  See  also  Bread;  Corn  meal; 
Provisions. 

Fonda,  Maj.  Jellis,  Oneidas,  385. 

Food.  See  Provisions. 

Foot,  Ebenezer,  cattle,  395. 

Forage,  conserving  pasturage,  56,  63;  impressment,  expedition,  158,  286, 
3°5>  37l>  4°4>  429>  43I~4335  inadequate  for  campaign,  235,  393; 
Hudson  River  magazines,  360;  lack  of  system,  403;  Rhode  Island 
quota,  484;  irregular  impressment,  493. 

Ford,  Theodosia  (Johnes),  letter  to,  262;  house  as  headquarters,  certifi- 
cate on  use,  262. 
Foreign  relations.  See  French  alliance;  nations  by  name. 
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Foreign  volunteers,  minor,  320,  331,  338,  340.  See  also  Du  Portail; 
Gouvion;  Kalb;  Kosciuszko;  Lafayette;  Steuben. 

Forman,  Gen.  David,  intelligence,  23,  24,  26,  29,  214,  214/2,  245;  letters 
to,  144, 159,  183,  244;  expected  French  force,  144,  145,  156,  159,  183; 
removal  of  stock,  245,  248. 

Forrest,  Ma].  Thomas,  officer  of  the  day,  99. 

Forrest,  Lieut.  Col.  Uriah,  letter  to,  479;  holding  court-martial,  479. 

Fort  Lee,  N.  J.,  post,  434. 

Fort  Pitt,  British  threat  discounted,  377;  scarcity,  377;  raids  from,  378. 
See  also  Brodhead,  Daniel. 

Fort  Schuyler,  lack  of  pay  and  clothing,  mutiny  and  desertion,  36,  45; 
militia  garrison,  37,  45,  48;  provisions  for,  37,  41,  46,  48;  impor- 
tance, 41;  specific  supplies,  165;  cut  off,  militia  relief,  286-289,  347' 
416,  458,  460. 

Fort  Washington,  N.  Y.,  British  post,  107. 

Fortifications,  Dobbs  Ferry,  360,  364,  380;  Butts  Hill,  460.  See  also 
Fascines;  "Fort"  titles;  West  Point. 

Fourth  Dragoons,  soldiers  court-martialed,  414,  466;  officers  court- 
martialed,  467,  476,  477.  See  also  Moylan,  Stephen. 

Fowles,  Lieut.  John,  adjutant,  promoted,  479;  service,  479 n. 

Franklin,  Benjamin,  military  supplies,  205  n. 

Frederick  II  of  Prussia,  policy  and  age,  407. 

French  alliance,  supplies,  168-171,  205/2,  219,  227,  266;  Lafayette  as 
cement,  329.  See  also  Foreign  volunteers;  Rochambeau;  Ternay; 
West  Indies. 

French  army.  See  Rochambeau. 

Frontier,  state  protection,  90;  Sunbury  post,  294.  See  also  Fort  Pitt;  Mo- 
hawk Valley. 

Fuel,  West  Point  provision,  370;  procurement,  484. 

Funds  (military  chest).  See  Accounts;  Specie. 

Furloughs,  artillery,  380.  See  also  Absence  without  leave. 

Furnald,  Lieut.  Col.  Tobias.  See  Fernald. 

Furman,  Moore,  emergent  transportation,  33,  54,  87,  286;  office,  33 «; 
letter  to,  286. 

Gabions,  construction,  74,  139,  339. 
Gadsden,  Vice  Pres.  Christopher,  exchange,  492. 
Galatea,  H.  M.  S.,  180/2. 

Galvan,  Ma].  William,  letter  to,  146;  intelligence,  146;  light  corps  com- 
mand, 299. 
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Gamble,  Capt.  Richard,  regiment,  200;  service,  200 n. 

Gansevoort,  Col.  Peter,  relief  of  Fort  Schuyler,  46,  48,  52;  officer  of  the 
day,  486. 

Garing,  Florence  S.,  acknowledgment  to,  378  n. 

Gaskins,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas,  transfer,  198;  service,  198/2. 

Gates,  Gen.  Horatio,  letters  to,  196,  230/2,  339,  362;  Virginia  levies,  196, 
203;  Washington's  reluctance  to  comment,  224;  French  cooperative 
plans,  362. 

Gauthier  de  Murnans.  See  Murnans. 

General  officers,  board  on  rank,  75,  112,  138;  answer  of  Congress  to  me- 
morial, 502-504;  land  bounty,  503;  half-pay,  504.  See  also  Brigadier 
generals;  Commander  in  chief;  Major  generals. 

General  orders,  time  of  issue,  301;  distribution,  365. — {Short  Hills  or 
Springfield:  ij8o,  June):  field  returns,  guards,  captain  of  the  day, 
battle  line,  2;  court-martial,  3;  detachment,  brigade  commands, 
surgeon,  7;  arms  and  ammunition,  emergent  provisions,  Shippen 
trial,  court-martial  and  field  service,  detachment,  13;  wounded  mili- 
tia, courts-martial,  17;  court-martial,  bark,  19;  officers'  uniforms,  re- 
turn of  horses,  music,  field  returns,  court-martial,  presence,  21 ;  heavy 
baggage,  33;  march  orders,  34;  command  in  field,  Shippen  trial, 
Tilghman  aide,  march  orders,  50;  conduct  of  New  Jersey  brigade 
and  militia,  54;  (Roc\away  Bridge) :  alert,  rank  of  Canadian  regi- 
ments, pasturage,  Humphreys  aide,  field  returns,  defense  line,  55; 
(Whippany):  Shippen  trial,  Canadian  regiments,  court-martial, 
march  orders,  61;  march  orders,  pasturage,  headquarters  guard, 
63;  (Ramapo):  conduct  of  advanced  line,  Stirling's  division,  Cana- 
dian regiments,  73;  guards,  Canadian  regiments,  75;  guards,  rum, 
court-martial,  88;  Shippen  trial,  98;  march  orders,  tents,  sick,  detail, 
99;  {Prea\ness:  July):  rum,  parade,  109;  beat,  adjutant,  no;  Hand- 
Irvine  rank  dispute,  112;  rum,  113;  staff  appointments,  maneuvers, 
orderly  sergeants,  fatigue,  126;  maneuvers,  detachment,  adjutant, 
shoes,  Irvine-Hand  rank,  court-martial,  guards,  127;  guards,  141; 
court-martial,  shoes,  orderly  office,  division,  maneuvers,  142;  march 
orders,  courts-martial,  152;  court-martial,  drill,  maneuvers,  153; 
charcoal-makers,  post-office,  guards,  brigade  major,  162;  court- 
martial,  163;  hospital  superintendent,  maneuvers,  rum,  officers' 
insignia,  172;  court-martial,  173;  light  corps,  levies  in  returns, 
maneuvers,  provost  marshal,  detachment,  court-martial,  188;  quar- 
termaster, stock  returns,  detachment,  light  corps,  importance  of  all 
military  duties,  improvement  in  guards,  court-martial,  190;  maneu- 
vers, light  corps,  courts-martial,  208;  light  corps  insignia,  209;  arrival 
of  French  force,  camp,  assignment  of  troops,  court-martial,  brigade 
major,  220;  status  of  Commander  in  Chief's  Guard,  222;  court- 
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martial,  sappers  and  miners,  223;  maneuvers,  239;  court-martial, 
sappers  and  miners,  Jackson's  and  Webb's  regiments,  241;  court- 
martial,  251;  rifle  corps,  court-martial,  252;  march  orders,  rifle  corps, 
court-martial,  detail,  263;  march  orders,  273;  (Paramus):  march, 
criticism,  277;  (Kafyat):  camp  and  march,  278;  {Pee\s\ill):  light 
march,  field  returns,  artificers,  tools,  arms,  conference  at  headquar- 
ters, 289;  {August) :  light  corps  formation,  march  orders,  baggage, 
time  of  general  orders,  regiments  brigaded,  order  of  battle,  clothing 
needs,  wagon  returns,  299;  preparations  for  marching,  returns  on 
levies,  veterans  in  levies,  active  strength  and  unfit,  fixed  bayonets, 
arms  for  sappers  and  miners,  quartermaster,  303;  return  to  west 
side  of  Hudson,  sappers  and  miners,  inspectors,  Arnold  to  West 
Point,  311;  Kings  Ferry  redoubts,  322;  returns  on  levies,  ferry  detail, 
inspectors,  322;  {Kings  Ferry):  march  orders,  335;  {Clar\stown): 
march,  337;  {Orangetown):  arms,  fixed  bayonets,  light  corps,  in- 
spectors, guards,  345;  inspection,  alarm,  security  of  camp,  maneu- 
vers, drill  of  levies,  347;  spontoons,  courts-martial,  351;  detail,  hides 
and  tallow,  orderlies,  charcoal,  352;  Dobbs  Ferry  works,  sappers  and 
miners,  levies  and  drill,  quartermaster,  fatigue,  distribution  of  orders, 
364;  fatigue,  sick  returns,  court-martial,  365;  maneuvers,  wagoners, 
sick,  court-martial,  371;  strayed  horses,  artillery,  furloughs,  hides 
and  tallow,  fatigue,  380;  trousers  and  overalls,  sidearms  for  non- 
commissioned officers,  officers  of  the  day  at  headquarters,  386; 
court-martial,  388;  scarcity,  394;  fatigue,  drill  praised,  guards  and 
neatness,  irregular  passes,  guard  exercises,  music  practice,  396; 
guards,  court-martial,  drill  regulations,  414;  pay,  orderlies,  415; 
fatigue,  guards,  appointments,  provost-marshal's  duties,  levies  in 
fit  returns,  brigade  returns,  march  orders,  sick  left,  423;  {Teanec/(): 
guards,  alert,  depredations,  alarm  signal,  429;  emergent  cooking, 
435;  waste  of  ammunition  in  action  and  retirement,  gun  firing  in 
camp,  438;  paymaster,  spontoons,  court-martial,  448;  rum  issues, 
ration,  irregular  impressments,  courts-martial,  bakers,  463;  subin- 
spector,  insignia,  courts-martial,  466;  horsekeeping  accounts,  court- 
martial,  rum,  476;  noncommission  officers'  sidearms,  drums  and 
fifes,  shoes,  rifle  corps,  adjutant,  478;  {September):  wagon  detail, 
483;  march  orders,  485;  march  orders,  shoes,  captains  of  the  day, 
sappers  and  miners,  Shippen  trial,  court-martial,  496;  {Steenrapie) : 
guards,  499;  guards,  court-martial,  congressional  resolutions  on 
officers'  pay  and  allowances,  half  pay,  502. 

Genton,  Jean  Louis  Ambroise  de.  See  Villefranche. 

Geographer.  See  Erskirie,  Robert. 

Germain,  Lord  George,  letters  to,  640,  294  n. 

German  Battalion,  to  main  army,  294,  296. 
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Gerry,  Elbridge,  militia  requisition,  79. 

Gibbs,  Maj.  Caleb,  letters  written  by,  117*2,  17272,  18272,  32572,  36272. 

Gifts,  ladies',  to  army,  71,  71 72,  7272, 167,  216,  333,  334,  350,  351.  See  also 
Presentations. 

Gimat,  Col.  Jean  Joseph,  chevalier  de,  light  corps  command,  299;  bears 
letter,  320. 

Gist,  Capt.  John,  service,  22972. 

Gist,  Col.  Nathaniel,  officers  to  Virginia  brigades,  22972,  233. 

Glover,  Gen.  John,  forwarding  recruits,  39,  41,  43,  44,  90,  117,  122,  275, 
291;  letters  to,  43,  275;  officer  of  the  day,  502. 

Godfrey,  Capt.-Lieut.  William  Egerton,  court-martial,  61,  62. 

Goetschius,  Maj.  John  Mauritius,  corps  to  light  corps,  349. 

Gontaut,  Armand  Louis  de.  See  Lauzun. 

Gouvion,  Lieut.  Col.  Jean  Baptiste,  on  Kings  Ferry  posts,  67;  letter  to, 
74;  to  West  Point,  74;  fascines,  139;  entrenchment  tools,  289;  com- 
mand of  sappers  and  miners,  312;  Dobbs  Ferry  works,  364,  431. 

Graeme,  R.  D.,  letter  possessed  by,  22872. 

Graft,  officers,  61,  467;  state  clothier,  138;  commissary,  468;  in  horses, 

477- 
Grain.  See  Flour;  Forage. 

Graves,  Adm.  Thomas,  arrival  of  fleet,  180,  184,  196,  197,  203,  205,  210, 
211,  214,  22372. 

Gray,  Lieut.  Col.  Ebenezer,  officer  of  the  day,  448. 

Great  Britain,  conditions  and  continuance  of  war,  405,  443,  454.  See  also 
American  Revolution;  West  Indies. 

Greaton,  Col.  John,  officer  of  the  day,  346;  at  court-martial,  352,  464,  465, 
467,  476. 

Green,  Col.  John,  new  officers,  198;  service,  19872. 

Green,  Capt.  John,  on  Murnans,  338,  344. 

Greenbush,  N.  Y.,  march  through,  337. 

Greene,  Col.  Christopher,  replacements,  negroes,  movements,  93,  96, 
177,  269,  306,  308;  boats,  122;  deserters,  269. 

Greene,  Gen.  Nathanael,  letters  to,  23,  51,  119,  143,  169,  170,  179,  211, 
213,  258,  280,  330,  363,  381,  446;  movement  to  Hudson  River,  23, 
24;  aides,  4772,  20072;  advanced  line,  command,  resistance  of  British 
advance,  50,  51,  57,  58,  63,  64,  66,  70,  73;  removal  of  stores,  60; 
camp  site,  99;  quarters,  112;  preparations  for  cooperative  movement, 
119,  169,  170,  179,  211-213;  Irvine-Hand  rank,  138;  meeting  place 
of  court-martial,  142;  hiring  artificers,  143;  supply  of  tents,  letter, 
151,  151 72;  emergent  transportation  of  supplies  from  France,  170, 
171;  resignation  as  quartermaster  general,  crisis,  Washington  on, 
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and  on  services,  25972, 279,  280, 330, 381;  Rhode  Island  express,  283; 
wing  command,  302;  New  York  City  movement,  retirement,  on  it, 
letter,  309,  30972;  army  crossing  the  Hudson,  312,  313,  323;  retain- 
ing hired  transportation,  363;  threatened  line  suspension,  366-369; 
impressment  expedition,  431;  letter  written  by,  432/2;  depredations, 
letter,  446. 

Greene,  Gov.  William,  letters  to,  96,  9772,  306;  recruiting,  96;  circular  to, 
10472,  105/2;  militia  to  Rochambeau,  discharge,  306,  456. 

Grier,  Maj.  James,  officer  of  the  day,  98,  429,  466;  service,  9872;  at  court- 
martial,  152. 

Guadeloupe,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York,  165,  18072. 

Guards,  in  field,  3;  pickets  on  march,  63;  reestablishing  camp,  75, 88, 1 10, 
346,  349,  502;  parade,  109;  dragoons  in  main,  139,  141;  guides,  163; 
rum  ration,  172;  need  of  improvement,  192;  baggage,  on  march, 
278;  neatness,  396;  exercise  in  service,  397;  inspection,  414.  See  also 
Countersigns;  Officers  of  the  day;  Provost. 

Guichen,  Louis  Urbain  du  Bouexic,  comte  de,  and  Ternay,  dispatches, 
325,  383,  384;  West  Indies,  Jamaica,  389,  444. 

Hackensack,  N.  J.,  impressment  of  transportation,  429. 

Hackensack  New  Bridge,  N.  J.,  detail,  430. 

Hagan,  Dr.  Francis,  flying  hospital,  126;  service,  12672. 

Hair,  guards  and  powder,  396. 

Hait,  Lieut.  Col.  Joseph,  officer  of  the  day,  13;  service,  1372. 

Haldimand,  Lieut.  Gen.  Frederick,  letter  to,  473;  treatment  of  prisoners 

of  war,  473-476. 
Half-pay,  state  provision,  411;  general,  advocated,  412;  amendment,  for 

widows,  504. 
Halifax,  data,  9. 
Hamilton,  Lieut.  Col.  Alexander,  letters  written  by,  122,  1572,  1672,  1772, 

1972,  2472,  3072,  3122,  3372,  3822,  5172,  5272,  5472,  5972,  6072,  7422, 

78/2,  8l  72,  8422,  8572,  9622,  IO422,  IO722,  II522,  121 72,  15772,  16622, 
171 72,  17922,  18472,  18772,  18822,  20322,  20722,  21522,  2l672,  22322, 
23822,  24822,  25972,  26822-27022,  27822-28122,  28622,  295/2,  31522, 
32422,  32622,  33022,  33322,  35122,  35822,  36372,  38322,  39422,  42322, 

434 n>  445 n>  45in,  454  w>  455 n>  46022,  48822-49022,  49622;  letters:  on 

British  plans,  22322;  on  scarcity  of  arms,  22822;  —  plan  for  French 

cooperation,  423  22. 
Hamilton,  Lieut.  Gov.  Henry,  status,  and  exchange,  161,  501. 
Hamilton,  Maj.  James,  detachment,  34;  service,  3422;  officer  of  the  day, 

99, 498;  rearguard  on  march,  100;  maneuvers,  126;  at  court-martial, 

477- 
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Hammond,  Lieut.  David,  wounded,  261;  service,  261  n. 

Hand,  Gen.  Edward,  Shippen  trial,  13,  50,  61,  98;  letter  to,  19;  inquiry 
into  irregular  promotions,  19;  march  orders,  34,  62,  63;  brigade,  55; 
position,  56;  brigade  divisioned,  74;  Irvine  rank  dispute,  112,  138; 
officer  of  the  day,  113,  162,  207;  maneuvers,  143,  172,  208;  Hazen 
controversy,  217;  light  corps  companies,  299;  light  corps  command, 
300. 

Hardenbergh,  Lieut.  John  L.,  pursuit  of  deserters,  37. 

Haring,  John,  letter  to,  358;  army  depredations,  letter,  358. 

Harmar,  Lieut.  Col.  Josiah,  maneuvers,  143,  154;  command,  274. 

Harris,  Samuel,  counterfeiter,  208. 

Harrison,  Benjamin,  letter  to,  226 n. 

Harrison,  Capt.  John  Peyton,  regiment,  198;  service,  198 n. 

Harrison,  Lieut.  Col.  Robert  Hanson,  letters  written  by,  ion,  12 72,  ion, 
26n,  29/2,  30 n,  32 n,  46 n,  50 n,  $in,  53 n,  58 n,  yon,  75 n,  7772, 
Son,  8972,  9072,  10272,  10372,  10572,  11172,  12172,  12572,  12972,  14172, 

14572,  15072,  l6l  72,  18372,  19472,  I9672,  19772,  20272,  20572,  20672, 
211 72,  21372,  21972,  22072,  229/2,  23472,  250  72,  25672-25972,  27572, 
28472,  28872,  29372,  29572-29972,  30772,  32172,  322  72,  32772,  330  72, 

33IW>  333«>  343w>  359«>  375«>  389">  39IW>  ioin,  428">  438"> 
44572,  45972,  47072,  47272,  47472,  48172,  49272,  49372,  50672;  letters:  on 

Bowman's  instructions,  1172;  on  exchange,  27272;  on  Lee's  move- 
ments, 42872;  on  soldier's  appearance  at  court,  48772. 

Harrison,  Capt.  Valentine,  regiment,  198. 

Harwood,  Maj.  Peter,  officer  of  the  day,  485;  service,  48572. 

Haskell,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry,  resignation,  481. 

Haverstraw  Bay,  sounding,  143. 

Haverstraw  Pond,  march  by,  337. 

Hawes,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel,  regiment,  198;  service,  19872. 

Hawkins,  Capt.  John,  letter  to,  198;  service,  19872. 

Hay,  Lieut.  Col.  Samuel,  officer  of  the  day,  19,  126. 

Hay,  Lieut.  Col.  Udny,  letters  to,  80,  103,  164,  246,  247,  288,  298,  316, 
385;  transportation  of  provisions,  80;  horses  for  recruiting  officers, 
102;  ovens,  104;  employment  of  artificers,  143;  state  agent  for  spe- 
cific supplies,  165;  provisions  for  militia,  246,  247,  316;  impressment 
of  lumber  and  transportation,  28672;  transportation  for  relief  of  Fort 
Schuyler,  288;  sloop  transportation,  298;  forage,  360;  fuel  for  West 
Point,  370;  Neutral  Ground  purchases,  escort,  379;  supplies  for 
Oneidas,  385. 

Hay.  See  Forage. 


INDEX  529 

Hay  den,  Richard,  escape,  440. 

Hazen,  Col.  Moses,  officer  of  the  day,  17,  126,  188,  223,  347;  irregular 
promotions,  19;  rank  and  rank  of  regiment,  55,  61,  74-76;  letter  to, 
217;  Hand  controversy,  217;  brigaded,  301;  clothing,  303;  aide, 
34672;  court-martial,  448. 

Head  of  Elk,  Md.,  rendezvous,  297. 

Headquarters,  Springfield  (Short  Hills),  1;  supplies,  wine,  liquor,  sta- 
tionery, 38,  207,  321,  340;  expense  accounts,  5472,  740,  89 n,  2j8n, 
346 72;  Rockaway  Bridge,  55;  Whippany,  59;  special  guard,  63; 
Pequannock,  72,  740;  Ramapo,  73,  7672;  Preakness,  109;  Morris- 
town,  Ford  House  certificate,  262;  Paramus,  277;  Robinson  House, 
278;  Kakiat,  278;  Peekskill,  286;  Verplancks  Point,  335;  Stony 
Point,  335;  Orangetown,  338;  officers  of  the  day  at,  386;  Teaneck, 
429;  Steenrapie,  499 n.  See  also  Commander  in  Chief's  Guard; 
Military  secretaries. 

Health.  See  Medical  department. 

Heard,  Capt.  John,  horse,  414. 

Heard,  Gen.  Nathaniel,  letter  to,  1;  removal  of  stock,  1, 12. 

Heath,  Gen.  William,  data  on  Halifax,  9;  letters  to,  39,  92,  122,  176, 
269,  282,  307,  340,  389,  416,  460,  484;  movements,  39,  307;  recruit- 
ing, 39,  43;  extra  allowance,  92;  Rochambeau,  92,  93,  95,  122,  176- 
178, 244,  341, 388,  390;  on  reception  of  French,  letters,  21 1  n;  Rhode 
Island  military  affairs,  269;  British  movement  against  French,  mili- 
tia, letters,  281  n,  282,  283,  306,  307,  460;  Butts  Hill  works,  460; 
forage,  fuel,  484. 

Helms,  Capt.  William,  letter  to,  127;  militia  guards,  letter,  127,  127 n; 
service,  12772. 

Hendricks,  John,  spy,  1577. 

Henry,  James,  letter  to,  92;  Southern  campaign,  92. 

Henry,  John,  committee  on  quartermaster  department,  28072. 

Hensley,  Jesse,  court-martial,  414. 

Hermione,  cruise,  140. 

Hides,  care  and  collection,  352,  380. 

Highlands.  See  West  Point. 

Hill,  Ebenezer,  court-martial,  252. 

Hill,  Maj.  Thomas,  transfer,  199;  service,  19972. 

Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  material  from,  15972,  306/2,  483. 

Hoakesley,  Robert,  complaint,  258, 25872,  271. 

Hoffman,  Capt.  Philip,  transfer,  201. 
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Holdridge,  Lieut.  Col.  Hezekiah,  officer  of  the  day,  438;  service,  438*2. 

Holker,  John,  flour  for  French  force,  382. 

Hollingshead,  Capt.  John,  rank,  138  n. 

Hollingsworth,  Henry,  letter  to,  297;  additional  Maryland  battalion,  297. 

Hopkins,  Capt.  David,  court-martial,  467;  service,  467  n. 

Hopper,  Andrew,  house  as  headquarters,  account,  76  n,  499  n. 

Horses,  removal  of  exposed  New  Jersey,  1, 12,  244, 248,  260-262;  officers' 
return  after  special  service,  22;  scarcity,  102;  for  officers  on  recruiting 
service,  102;  strays,  return,  380;  expedition  to  impress,  431-433; 
graft,  467,  477;  officers'  accounts  for  keep,  476;  irregular  disposal  of 
seized,  498.  See  also  Artillery;  Cavalry;  Forage;  Transportation. 

Hospitals,  for  French  force,  93,  95,  177,  178;  senior  surgeon  of  flying, 
126;  superintendent,  172;  fixing,  365.  See  also  Medical  department. 

Howe,  Gen.  Robert,  West  Point  command,  British  threat,  counter  ruse, 
siege  preparations,  13-15,  24,  30,  40,  58,  59,  66,  77,  78;  letters  to, 
14,  24,  40,  52,  58,  66,  yy,  139,  143,  155,  178,  193,  230,  243,  270,  274; 
supplies  for  Fort  Schuyler,  41,  46,  48;  proper  force,  52;  as  com- 
mander, 91;  levies,  155,  156;  maneuvers,  178;  waste  of  arms,  230; 
returns,  231;  in  New  York  City  movement,  243-247,  270,  271,  274; 
headquarters,  278;  in  line  of  battle,  302;  unauthorized  baggage 
guard,  434;  Washington's  visit  in  camp,  447. 

Hubbard,  Nehemiah,  impressment,  286. 

Hubley,  Lieut.  Col.  Adam,  officer  of  the  day,  3,  88,  no,  163,  398. 

Hudson  River,  movement  toward,  23,  24,  27,  32-34,  51,  52,  74,  77,  80, 
81,  88,  99, 118, 119, 123  n,  133,  137;  British  naval  movement,  38,  40, 
47;  pilots,  no,  in;  British  camp,  128,  132,  137;  soundings,  143; 
transportation  on,  298;  Orangetown  camp,  347-349;  precautions 
against  British  movement,  472.  See  also  Dobbs  Ferry;  Kings  Ferry; 
New  York  City;  West  Point. 

Huffman,  Capt.  Philip.  See  Hoffman. 

Hull,  Lieut.  Col.  William,  post,  342;  officer  of  the  day,  466;  promotion, 
481. 

Humphreys,  Lieut.  Col.  David,  Washington's  aide,  56;  bears  letter,  121; 
service,  121  n;  presentation  sword,  121  n;  letters  written  by,  128*2, 
140/2,  144*2,  164*2,  170*2,  193*2,  194*2,  232*2,  240*2,  252*2,  260*2, 
271*2,  297*2,  311*2,  345*2,  347*2,  376*2,  385*2,  401*2,  434*2,  446*2, 
447*2,  452*2,  461*2,  473*2,  489*2,  501*2. 

Humpton,  Col.  Richard,  officer  of  the  day,  141. 

Hunt,  Thomas,  pilot,  to  headquarters,  no. 

Hunt,  Capt.  Thomas,  levies,  155;  service,  155*2. 

Hunting  shirts,  for  light  corps,  240. 
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Huntington,  Lieut.  Col.  Ebenezer,  state  incorporation  of  regiment,  242; 

officer  of  the  day,  447. 
Huntington,  Gen.  Jedidiah,  officer  of  the  day,  3,  34,  352,  388,  429,  447, 

483;  letters  to,  52  n,  251;  new  position,  52  n,  56,  66. 
Huntington,  Samuel.  See  President  of  Congress. 
Huntington,  L.  I.,  British  expedition  at,  293  n,  3240,  339. 
Hurlbut,  Capt.  George,  express,  345;  service,  345 n. 
Hutchinson,  George,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  366. 
Hutchinson,  William,  spy,  condemned,  23. 
Hutton,  William,  provost  marshal,  court-martial,  208. 

Imports,  from  France,  1 68-1 71,  205  n,  219,  266. 

Impressment,  New  Jersey  stock  in  British  vicinity,  expedition  in  force 

for,  1,  12,  431-433*  437>  439>  44T>  442>  449>  452>  462>  483>  4945 
transportation,  emergent  moving  of  supplies,  moving  army,  54,  60, 
168-171,  212,  248,  276,  286,  286/2,  418,  441;  materials  for  active 
operations,  119;  provisions  for  French  force,  156,  183;  forage,  war- 
rants, 158,  305,  306 n,  371,  404,  429;  lumber,  285;  provisions  and 
transportation  to  Fort  Schuyler,  287;  British,  of  seamen,  422;  evil 
effects,  450-452;  irregular,  464, 493. 

Indians,  visit  of  friendly  to  Rochambeau,  495,  49672.  See  also  Mohawk 
Valley;  Oneida. 

Ingersoll,  Jared,  committee  on  quartermaster  department,  28072. 

Insignia,  of  officers,  21,  22, 173,  210;  of  light  corps,  466. 

Inspector  general  department,  officers'  uniform,  22;  new  plan,  171;  gen- 
eral inspection,  347,  350.  See  also  Brigade  majors  and  inspectors; 
Drill;  Steuben;  Subinspectors. 

Intelligence,  sought  from  New  York  City,  147,  214;  specie,  223,  247.  See 
also  Spies. 

Intercourse  with  the  enemy,  illicit  communications,  371.  See  also  Flag 
of  truce;  Intelligence;  Passes;  Prisoners  of  war. 

Invalid  corps,  officers,  26372,  35272. 

Ireland,  conditions,  revolt,  406,  443. 

Iris,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York,  18072. 

Iroquois  Indians.  See  Oneida. 

Irvine,  Capt.  Andrew,  at  court-martial,  192;  service,  19272. 

Irvine,  Dr.  Matthew,  irregular  impressment,  493;  service,  493  72. 

Irvine,  Gen.  William,  officer  of  the  day,  7,  126,  163,  209,  396,  448,  485; 

brigade,  7;  position,  56;  Hand  rank  dispute,  112, 138;  quarters,  153; 

maneuvers,  189;  letter  to,  353;  Macpherson  affair,  353-358. 


532  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON 

Jackson,  Col.  Henry,  officer  of  the  day,  33,  172,  241;  new  arrangement, 
123,  125;  regiment  to  Massachusetts  line,  125,  206,  241;  maneuvers, 
126,  127;  share  in  Massachusetts  levies,  155. 

Jackson,  Col.  Michael,  officer  of  the  day,  496;  at  court-martial,  497. 

Jamaica,  Franco-Spanish  operations,  378,  389,  444. 

Jameson,  Maj.  John,  promotion,  182. 

Jefferson,  Gov.  Thomas,  letters  to,  97,  194,  229,  373,  468,  500;  Southern 
campaign,  97;  express,  98;  recruiting,  replacement  of  Virginia  bri- 
gades, 194,  229,  232;  state  regiments,  373;  relief  of  prisoners  of  war, 
468;  proclamation  on  deserters,  469,  470;  British  prisoners,  500,  501. 

Jeffries,  Lieut.  Bowker  (John),  transfer,  199;  service,  19972. 

Jenifer,  Daniel  of  St.  Thomas,  letter  to,  85. 

Joel,  Capt.  Benjamin  Edgar,  British  deserter  or  spy,  confined,  n;  letter 
to,  375;  and  American  service,  status,  376,  379. 

Johnson,  Capt.  John,  post,  221;  service,  221  n. 

Johnson,  Sir  John,  Mohawk  Valley  raid,  retreat,  pursuit,  49. 

Johnson,  Lieut.  Col.  Jonathan,  letter  to,  164;  service,  16472. 

Johnston,  Col.  Francis,  officer  of  the  day,  21,  483,  486;  letters  to,  94,  343; 
recruiting  service,  94,  129,  343. 

Jones,  Lieut.  Abridgeton,  regiment,  201;  service,  201  n. 

Jones,  Joseph,  letters  to,  224, 366;  committees:  quartermaster  department, 
28072;  army  conditions,  413  n\  —  Greene  affair,  letters,  366-369. 

Jones,  Samuel,  and  Maryland  regiment  command,  48572,  491. 

Jones,  Lieut.  Samuel,  Virginia  regiment,  201;  service,  201  n. 

Jones,  Capt.  Strother,  service,  22972. 

Kakiat,  N.  Y.,  headquarters,  orders  from,  278;  march  through,  336. 
Kalb,  Johann,  {baron),  letters  to,  78,  343;  division  replacements,  78,  86; 

aide,  261  n. 
Keith,  Maj.  James,  light  corps  command,  299;  service,  299/2. 
Kendekamack,  N.  J.  See  Steenrapie. 
Kettles,  militia,  328,  341,  342. 
King,  Ensign  Elisha,  regiment,  200;  service,  20072. 
King,  Joseph,  payment  to  artificers,  448. 
Kings  Bridge,  N.  Y.,  British  post,  107. 
Kings  Ferry,  N.  Y.,  British  threat  and  holding,  40,  46,  47,  489;  passage 

of  army,  282,  284,  309,  31 1-3 13,  323,  340;  post,  322.  See  also  Ver- 

plancks  Point;  Stony  Point. 
Kirk,  Lieut.  Robert,  service,  23072. 
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Kirkpatrick,  Capt.  Abraham,  transfer,  201;  service,  201  n. 

Knapp,  Ma].  Moses,  officer  of  the  day,  496,  498. 

Knox,  Gen.  Henry,  sent  to  protest  New  Jersey  draft  plan,  28, 29;  letters  to, 
53,  72,  178,  228  n,  274,  311;  emergent  transportation  impressment, 
53;  military  stores,  need,  estimate,  72,  120,  22872,  311;  Irvine-Hand 
rank,  138;  shot  and  shell  order,  141;  quarters,  153;  preparations  for 
cooperative  movement,  178,  210,  213;  rifles,  379. 

Knyphausen,  Baron  Wilhelm,  New  Jersey  expedition,  removal  of  stock 
from  exposed  zone,  1,  12;  position  and  operations,  American  move- 
ments, 6,  8-10,  12,  26,  37,  39,  42,  50-52;  causes  of  expedition,  10, 
101;  prisoners  of  war  agents,  n;  design  against  West  Point  feared, 
12,  14-16;  new  advance,  resistance,  preparations  to  remove  stores, 
retirement,  50-60,  64-66,  70,  73,  74,  93,  97;  general  orders  on  opposi- 
tion to  advance,  54,  55;  return  to  Staten  Island,  64,  66,  70;  Clinton 
on  expedition,  640;  Washington's  lack  of  power  to  resist,  130. 

Kochler,  Col.  Johann  Wilhelm,  exchange,  250. 

Kosciuszko,  Col.  Thaddeus,  letters  to,  316,  316  n;  to  South,  letter,  316, 
316/2,  331,  339,  362;  West  Point  construction,  362. 

Lacey,  Capt.  Josiah,  resignation,  164. 

Lafayette,  Marie  Joseph  P.  Y.  R.  G.  du  Motier,  marquis  de,  quarters, 
109;  Irvine-Hand  rank,  138;  liaison  with  Rochambeau,  174,  183, 
186,  188,  215,  219,  236-238,  269,  270,  313-315,  325,  329;  letters  to, 
183,  223/2,  236,  238,  269,  283,  293,  313,  329;  plans  against  New 
York  City,  237,  269,  329;  light  corps  command,  295,  303,  345;  Brit- 
ish threat  against  French  force,  284,  329. 

La  Luzerne,  Anne  Cesar,  chevalier  de,  letters  to,  265,  320,  324,  332,  359, 
384;  plans  for  cooperative  movement,  320,  324, 327,  331-333,  359- 

Lamb,  Col.  John,  cartridge  making,  274;  Bigelow,  274. 

Lancaster,  Pa.,  British  agent  for  prisoners  of  war,  255. 

Land,  Washington's  uncertain  holdings,  129;  paper  money  and  transac- 
tions, 134.  See  also  Public  land. 

Landais,  Capt.  Pierre,  affair,  443. 

Lankfitt,  Philip,  court-martial,  466. 

Lapsley,  Capt.  Samuel,  service,  22972. 

Lasick,  Ludwick,  spy,  condemned,  23. 

Laurel  Hill,  N.  Y.,  post,  107. 

Laurens,  Henry,  committee  on  joint  plans,  236/2. 

Lauzun,  Armand  Louis  de  Gontaut,  due  de,  Heath  on  legion,  21 1/2. 

Lawrence,  Capt. ,  company  of  levies,  349. 
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Lawrence,  Augustine,  pilot  for  French,  181. 

Lawson,  Lieut.  Benjamin,  transfer,  200;  service,  200  72. 

Leave  of  absence.  See  Absence;  Furloughs. 

Leavenworth,  Maj.  Eli,  officer  of  the  day,  415,  448;  service,  41572. 

Lee,  Lieut.  Andrew,  complaint  on  promotions,  19. 

Lee,  Arthur,  and  Landais,  return,  443  n. 

Lee,  Maj.  Henry,  information,  27,  237,  238;  in  field,  50,  51;  infantry 
rejoins,  51,  65;  letters  to,  80,  88,  123  72,  156,  248,  250,  328,  402,  428, 
432,  486,  487 72,  493;  position  and  movements,  88,  123 n,  244;  officer 
to  attend  orderly  office,  142;  post  and  preparations  for  French  force, 
156-159,  184,  251;  failure  to  report  British  fleet,  letter,  184,  203, 
214,  21472;  removal  of  stock,  244,  248,  402;  impressment  of  trans- 
portation, 248,  428;  expedition  to  impress  provisions,  432,  441; 
quartered  troops,  irregular  impressment,  letter,  493, 49372;  McLane's 
promotion,  486. 

Lee,  Ensign  John,  regiment,  199;  service,  19972. 

Lee,  Gov.  Thomas  Sim,  letters  to,  255,  491;  campaign,  255;  circular  to, 
on  scarcity,  44972;  command  of  new  regiment,  485,  491. 

Leonard,  Lieut.  Samuel,  capture  under  flag  of  truce,  378. 

Lewis,  Fielding,  letter  to,  129. 

Lewis,  Francis,  letter  to,  207;  wine  for  headquarters,  207. 

Lewis,  Col.  Morgan,  letter  to,  285;  impressment  of  lumber,  285. 

Lewis,  Lieut.  Stephen,  irregular  impressment,  493;  service,  49372. 

Liberty  Pole  Tavern,  N.  J.,  425.  See  also  Teaneck. 

Lieutenants,  uniform,  21. 

Light  corps,  formation,  officers,  188,  189,  191,  192,  202,  208,  209,  231, 
239,  240,  299-301,  303,  349;  uniform,  insignia,  209,  210,  466;  com- 
mand, 295,  303,  347;  in  line  of  battle,  302;  size,  315;  movements, 
315;  inspector,  323;  in  returns,  424;  in  march,  425;  controversy  over 
appointment  to,  353-358. 

Light  Dragoons.  See  Provost. 

Lincoln,  Gen.  Benjamin,  exchange,  96,  149,  259,  436;  at  headquarters, 
127, 147;  letter  to,  259;  aides,  29972, 32372,  48372;  cartel  negotiations, 
445- 

Liquor,  to  headquarters,  38;  officer  drunk,  372.  See  also  Rum;  Wine. 

Littlefield,  Lieut.  Col.  Noah  Moulton,  officer  of  the  day,  415;  rearguard, 
426;  service,  42672;  impressment  of  transportation,  429;  at  court- 
martial,  448. 

Livingston,  Col.  James,  officer  of  the  day,  13;  rank  and  rank  of  regiment, 
55,  61,  74-76;  posts,  duties,  100,  118,  119,  310,  322;  letters  to,  118, 
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284;  complaint  against  major,  118 n;  movement  against  New  York 
City,  284;  brigaded,  301;  cattle  for  West  Point,  395. 

Livingston,  Robert  R.,  letter  to,  90;  Arnold  for  West  Point,  letter,  91, 
91  n;  Washington  and  advice,  91. 

Livingston,  Gov .  William,  letters  to,  28,  29,  292,  386,  400,  439;  recruit- 
ing, character  of  draft,  28-30,  293,  387;  circulars  to,  104  n,  105  n, 
494 n;  militia  for  campaign,  386,  400,  439;  specific  supplies,  440; 
ill,  440  22. 

London,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York,  180. 

Long,  Lieut.  Reuben,  regiment,  199;  service,  199  n. 

Long  Island,  proposed  removal  of  stock  from  east  end,  267;  in  plans 
against  New  York  City,  314,  362,  420-422. 

Long  Island  Sound,  proposed  operation  suspended,  94;  pilots  for  opera- 
tion, 146,  147;  in  cooperative  plans,  data,  154,  155,  314;  patrol,  419. 

Loring,  Joshua,  general  exchange  of  officers,  96,  159-161,  248. 

Loring,  Lieut.  Col.  Jotham,  cashiered,  481. 

Loudon,  Samuel,  letter  to,  323. 

Louis,  Saint,  French  celebration,  444. 

Louisiana,  cooperation  in  operations,  402  n. 

Lovell,  James,  committee  on  exchange,  150  n. 

Lovely,  Capt.  William  Lewis,  transfer,  201;  service,  201  n. 

Loyalists,  Fairfax  estate,  130. 

Luckett,  Ensign  David,  service,  230  n. 

Ludowick,  Christopher,  baker  general,  25;  baking  in  camp,  103. 

Lumber,  platform  planks,  122,  139;  need,  impressment,  285,  298. 

Lyde,  Lieut.  Andrew,  quartermaster,  court-martial,  152,  153,  190. 

McBride,  James,  Pennsylvania  soldier,  221. 

McClenachan,  Blair,  letter  to,  38;  liquor  for  headquarters,  38,  39. 

McCulloch,  Lieut.  James,  quartermaster,  190;  death,  190  n. 

McDougall,  Gen.  Alexander,  letters  to,  12,  no;  return  to  West  Point, 
13,  15,  91;  pilots,  no;  line  of  battle,  302;  inspection,  323. 

McEllevey,  Hugh,  Pennsylvania  soldier,  221. 

McGowan,  Maj.  John,  acting  brigade  major,  163;  officer  of  the  day,  172, 
208,  222,  273,  346. 

McHenry,  James,  letters  written  by,  68 n,  jyn,  87 n,  92 n,  95 n,  98 n, 
10m,  11922,  122*2,  127*2,  142/?,  146*2,  158*2,  16522,  16922,  17822- 
181*2,  244*2,  247*2,  254/2,  266*2,  269*2,  286*2,  29422,  328*2,  330*2, 
334*2,  33922,  340*2,  344*2,  35922;  letter  on  rearguard,  123*2. 
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Mclntire,  Capt.  Thomas,  frontier  foray,  378;  service,  378 72. 

McKean,  Thomas,  committees:  joint  plans,  236 72;  quartermaster  de- 
partment, 28072;  army  conditions,  41372. 

McLane,  Capt.  Allen,  resignation  over  promotion,  claim  considered, 
486. 

Macpherson,  Ma).  William,  light  corps  command,  controversy,  299, 
353-358;  service,  Lincoln's  aide,  29972. 

Magazines,  militia  guards,  127;  for  salt  meat,  places,  363;  for  Southern 
campaign,  404.  See  also  Commissary. 

Major  generals,  uniform,  21.  See  also  General  officers. 

Malcom,  Col.  William,  letters  to,  278,  361,  418,  430,  43072,  461;  militia 
in  the  field,  movements,  278,  310,  360,  361;  on  West  Point  affairs, 
328;  posts,  418,  430,  434;  frontier  service  for  levies,  457,  458,  460, 
461. 

Maneuvers.  See  Drill. 

Manifold,  Capt.  Peter,  court-martial,  476,  477;  service,  47672. 

Manning,  Rev.  James,  opposition  to  French  hospital,  17772. 

Maps,  New  London  harbor,  155,  266;  for  Rochambeau,  251. 

March,  orders,  line,  34,  50,  99,  100,  273,  274,  335-337,  425~427>  4985 
conduct,  277. 

Marechausee  corps.  See  Provost. 

Marks,  Capt.  John,  regiment,  200;  service,  20072. 

Marseilles  quilting,  253. 

Marsh,  Daniel,  letters  to,  12,  451;  appraisement  of  cattle,  12. 

Marshall,  Capt.  John,  regiment,  199;  service,  19972. 

Marshall,  Col.  Thomas,  officer  of  the  day,  499;  service,  49972. 

Marthas  Vineyard,  possible  British  threat,  444. 

Martial  law,  use  in  Pennsylvania  to  fill  regiments,  113-115. 

Martlings,  Abraham  H.,  pilot,  Hudson  River  soundings,  143. 

Maryland,  recruiting  for  1780,  new  regiment,  command,  76,  78,  85,  86, 
250,  297,  480,  484,  491.  See  also  next  titles. 

Maryland,  governor  of.  See  Lee,  Thomas  Sim. 

Maryland  brigades,  detachment  forwarded,  25,  26;  proposed  replace- 
ments, officers  to  recruit,  78,  85;  Washington's  compliments,  485. 

Maryland  Historical  Society,  material  from,  86,  255. 

Maryland  Second  Regiment.  See  Price,  Thomas. 

Maryland  Third  Regiment,  officers,  23072,  48572.  See  also  Ramsey, 
Nathaniel. 

Masons,  detail,  365. 
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Massachusetts,  recruiting,  results,  forwarding,  distribution,  24,  39,  41, 
43,  90,  118,  122,  155,  275,  291,  391;  militia  and  West  Point,  78-80, 
309,  342,  360;  line  force  and  protection,  89;  trouble  with  staff  offi- 
cials, 90;  military  stores  to  army,  replacement,  210,  211,  290,  318, 
338>  453>.4545  militia  for  field  with  army,  244-247,  338,  390,  393, 
455;  militia  and  relief  of  Fort  Schuyler,  286-288,  347;  militia  to 
Rochambeau,  338,  347,  390.  See  also  next  titles;  New  England. 

Massachusetts,  president  of.  See  Bowdoin,  James;  Powell,  Jeremiah. 

Massachusetts  brigades,  Jackson's  regiment  added,  206,  241;  waste  of 
arms,  230-232;  in  movement  against  New  York  City,  271;  light 
corps  companies,  299;  line  of  battle,  302;  position,  473.  See  also 
Glover,  John;  Nixon,  John;  Pater  son,  John. 

Massachusetts  Council,  letter  to,  210;  Lafayette  and  contact,  270. 

Massachusetts  Eighth  Regiment,  officers,  299 n,  42972,  448 n,  ^y6n.  See 
also  Jackson,  Michael. 

Massachusetts  Eleventh  Regiment,  officer,  426  n. 

Massachusetts  Fifteenth  Regiment,  officers,  448 n,  ^66n.  See  also  Bige- 
low,  Timothy. 

Massachusetts  Fifth  Regiment,  officers,  423  n,  485  n,  499  n.  See  also 
Putnam,  Rufus. 

Massachusetts  First  Regiment,  officers,  313/2,  448/2,  467/2. 

Massachusetts  Fourteenth  Regiment,  officer,  347/2.  See  also  Bradford, 
Gamaliel. 

Massachusetts  Fourth  Regiment,  officers,  323/2,  346/2,  476/2,  483/2,  499/2. 

Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  material  from,  10,  39,  123,  177,  269, 

283>  3°9>  341*  3QI>  4X7>  484- 

Massachusetts  Ninth  Regiment,  officers,  313/2,  346/2,  423/2;  officer  court- 
martialed,  465. 

Massachusetts  Second  Regiment,  officers,  415/2,  424/2,  448/2. 

Massachusetts  Seventh  Regiment,  officers,  429/2,  438/2,  476/2. 

Massachusetts  Sixteenth  Regiment,  authorized,  206,  241,  242;  officer, 
423/2.  See  also  Jackson,  Henry. 

Massachusetts  Sixth  Regiment,  officers,  313/2,  423/2,  477/2,  479/2,  485/2. 
See  also  Nixon,  Thomas. 

Massachusetts  Tenth  Regiment,  officers,  478/2,  499/2.  See  also  Marshall, 
Thomas. 

Massachusetts  Third  Regiment,  officers,  346/2,  415/2,  448/2,  466/2,  479/2. 
See  also  Greaton,  John. 

Massachusetts  Thirteenth  Regiment,  officer,  467/2;  adjutant,  479. 

Massachusetts  Twelfth  Regiment,  staff  officers,  424;  soldier  court-mar- 
tialed, 467. 


538  WRITINGS  OF  WASHINGTON 

Mathew,  Gen.  Edward,  New  Jersey  advance,  65 n. 

Maxwell,  Ma].  Hugh,  at  court-martial,  448;  service,  448 72. 

Maxwell,  Gen.  William,  brigade  court-martial,  18;  brigade  in  field,  50, 
51;  general  orders  on  conduct  of  brigade,  54;  letter  to,  74;  march 
orders,  74;  officer  of  the  day,  no,  208,  209;  maneuvers,  126,  154; 
Irvine-Hand  rank,  138;  divisioned,  142;  complaint,  resignation, 
218;  Washington  on  services,  218. 

Meade,  Lieut.  Col.  Richard  Kidder,  letters  written  by,  672,  17 n,  1972, 
3872,  3972,  4572,  4772,  65/2,  82//,  15572,  17272,  24572,  24672,  26772, 
27272,  30972,  31572,  33172,  33972,  38572,  40172,  40272,  43172,  44672, 
45172,  46172,  48872,  49072;  letters:  on  intelligence,  4772;  on  Lee's 
position,  12372;  on  provisions  for  ironworkers,  21472;  on  headquar- 
ters at  Ford  house,  26272;  on  meat  scarcity,  41972;  —  headquarters 
accounts,  7472,  7672,  8972,  27872,  34672. 

Meat,  scarcity  of  salt,  52,  416;  magazine  for  salt,  363;  alarming  scarcity, 
419,  426,  437,  439,  470,  499;  salt,  for  West  Point,  500.  See  also 
Cattle;  Provisions;  Sheep. 

Medical  department,  preparations  for  French  force,  93,  95;  scarcity,  urge 
to  Congress,  181;  medicines  from  French,  330;  supply  of  medicines, 
342.  See  also  Hospitals;  Shippen,  William;  Sick;  Surgeons. 

Meigs,  Lieut.  John,  bears  letter,  193;  to  conduct  levies,  193;  service, 
19372. 

Meigs,  Col.  Return  Jonathan,  at  court-martial,  14,  18,  19,  23,  88;  letter 
to,  321;  leave,  321. 

Mellen,  Lieut.  Col.  James,  officer  of  the  day,  346;  service,  34672;  at  court- 
martial,  352. 

Mentges,  Lieut.  Col.  Francis,  officer  of  the  day,  33,  34,  137,  188,  263; 
rearguard,  274. 

Mercantile  Library,  New  York  City,  material  from,  37872. 

Mercenaries,  deserters,  French  engagement,  384,  389.  See  also  Conven- 
tion troops. 

Mercereau,  John,  letter  to,  161;  intelligence,  161. 

Merchants'  association  of  Philadelphia.  See  Bank. 

Meredith,  Samuel,  letter  to,  87;  supplies,  87. 

Merrick,  Ensign  Samuel,  quartermaster,  424;  service,  42472. 

Meyrick,  Ensign  Samuel.  See  Merrick. 

Military  chest.  See  Funds. 

Military  science  and  art,  march  orders,  99,  100,  273,  274,  335-337,  425- 
427,  498;  plan  for  attack  on  northern  posts  of  New  York  City, 
107-109. 
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Military  secretaries  and  aides,  for  major  generals,  472,  200  n,  261  72,  299*2, 
32372,  48372;  uniform,  22;  for  brigadier  generals,  4772,  34672; 
Tilghman,  51;  Humphreys,  56;  Cobb,  42372;  pay  arrears  and 
liquidation,  505.  See  also  Hamilton,  Alexander;  Harrison,  Robert 
Hanson;  Humphreys,  David;  McHenry,  James;  Meade,  Richard 
Kidder;  Tilghman,  Tench. 

Military  stores,  returns  on  supply  and  need,  72;  estimate  of  need,  120; 
removal  from  Providence,  122;  lack,  210,  211.  See  also  Ammuni- 
tion; Arms;  Equipments. 

Military  surveying.  See  Engineers;  Geographer. 

Militia  and  state  regiments,  New  Jersey,  resistance  of  British  advance, 
praised,  3,  6,  10,  17,  42,  50,  51,  55,  64,  65;  West  Point,  14,  16,  24, 
31,  49,  68,  78-82,  84,  92,  309,  316,  341-343,  360,  361;  care  of 
wounded,  17;  frontier  service,  Fort  Schuyler,  37,  45,  46,  48,  49, 
286-288,  294,  347,  457,  458,  460,  461;  for  campaign,  estimates, 
plans,  in  field,  86,  100,  103-107,  206,  207,  244-246,  263,  267,  276, 
3I0>  3X9>  329>  33x>  386"388,  392,  393,  418,  430;  no  draftees  to 
cavalry,  94,  140,  218;  stores  guards,  127;  making  fascines,  139, 
140,  291,  33872,  339,  394;  rank  problems,  225;  provisions,  on  march, 
246,  247,  316;  movement  against  New  York  City,  271,  278,  291- 
293,  295-298,  305;  to  Rochambeau,  282,  283,  306,  325,  338,  33872, 
340,  347,  370,  390,  391,  455,  460;  Maryland  substitute  for  called, 
297;  kettles,  tents,  scarcity,  328,  341;  to  light  corps,  349;  scarcity  of 
provisions,  return  to  state,  dismissal,  398,  403,  439-441,  455-457, 
460,  462,  495;  New  Jersey  mode  of  service,  400;  wagoners,  401; 
forwarding  Delaware,  401;  evil  of  dependence  on,  409,  412;  in  line 
brigade,  418;  officers  and  rum  issue,  491.  See  also  Draft. 

Miller,  Lieut.  Joseph,  adjutant,  479;  service,  47972. 

Misdemeanors.  See  Crimes. 

Mitchell,  Col.  John,  letters  to,  253,  321;  Washington's  private  affairs, 
coach,  253;  supplies  for  headquarters,  321. 

Mitchell,  Maj.  Nathaniel,  service,  22972. 

Mohawk  Valley,  N.  Y.,  raid  and  pursuit,  49,  416;  protection  and  sup- 
plies from,  165;  suffering,  459.  See  also  Fort  Schuyler. 

Monmouth,  N.  J.,  public  stores,  24;  Lee's  post  and  expected  French 
arrival,  156-158,  183,  184,  244. 

Montbarey,  Alexandre  Marie  Leonor  de  Saint  Mauris,  prince  de,  Ro- 
chambeau's  instructions,  18672. 

Moody,  Lieut.  James,  trial,  388,  395. 

Moore,  Gilbert,  Pennsylvania  soldier,  221. 

Moore,  Maj.  Thomas  Lloyd,  officer  of  the  day,  88,  109,  162,  496;  maneu- 
vers, 143;  at  court-martial,  251. 
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Moore,  Lieut.  William,  letter  to,  199;  service,  199  72. 

Morgan,  Col.  Daniel,  new  officers,  199;  brigadiership,  Washington's 
opinion,  224-226. 

Morgan,  Ensign  Spencer,  regiment,  199;  service,  19972. 

Morris,  Robert,  letter  to,  38;  liquor  for  headquarters,  38,  39.  See  also 
Bank. 

Morristown,  N.  J.,  British  advance,  57,  60;  headquarters,  262;  militia 
rendezvous,  298,  386. 

Mount  Hope,  N.  J.,  furnace,  214  n. 

Mountjoy,  Col.  John,  regiment,  198. 

Moylan,  John,  clothing,  213. 

Moylan,  Col.  Stephen,  letters  to,  46,  123  n,  276;  posts,  movements,  patrol, 
46,  47,  12372;  to  main  army,  53;  Philadelphia  Light  Horse,  70;  new 
arrangement,  commissions,  123,  506;  rear  guard  on  march,  99; 
guard  orders,  139;  officer  to  attend  orderly  office,  142;  impressment 
expedition,  216,  260-262,  276;  condition  of  regiment,  441. 

Muhlenberg,  Gen.  Peter,  Virginia  recruits,  reofficering  brigades,  194- 
197,  203,  204,  229,  232,  381;  letters  to,  196,  203,  381;  on  escaped 
prisoners  of  war,  374,  382. 

Muir,  Capt.  Francis,  service,  230  n. 

Murnans,  Ma],  Jean  Baptiste  Gauthier  de,  fascines,  140;  trouble,  recall, 

338>  3445 letter  to>  344- 
Murray,  Lieut.  Abraham,  regiment,  200. 
Murray,  Lieut.  Col.  John,  officer  of  the  day,  448. 
Music,  practice,  22,  397;  for  sappers  and  miners,  364.  See  also  Drums; 

Fifes. 
Mutiny,  Fort  Schuyler,  36,  45. 

Navigation,  Hudson  River  soundings,  143;  Long  Island  Sound,  infor- 
mation, 154,  155,  314;  Hudson  River  transportation,  298.  See  also 
next  titles;  Privateering. 

Navy,  American,  prisoners  of  war,  exchange,  93;  cooperation  with 
French,  31972,  330-333,  382-385.  See  also  Privateering. 

Navy,  British,  from  the  South,  Arbuthnot,  29,  50;  at  New  York,  47,  162, 
180,  184,  22372,  484;  arrival  of  Graves,  180,  184,  196,  197,  203,  205, 
210,  211,  214,  22372;  movement  against  French  force,  blockade  of 
Newport,  237,  238,  250, 266, 272, 306, 319,  32472, 325,  375, 383, 483; 
Chesapeake  Bay,  374;  impressment  at  New  York  City,  422;  block- 
ade of  Brest,  441-443,  453,  462,  469. 

Navy,  French.  See  Guichen;  Ternay. 
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Neglect  of  duty.  See  Disobedience  to  orders. 

Negroes,  Rhode  Island  troops,  93. 

Nelson,  Ensign  John,  service,  230  n. 

Netherland,  armed  neutrality,  128. 

New  arrangement.  See  Rank. 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  route  through,  401. 

New  England,  convention,  453. 

New  Hampshire,  frontier  protection,  90;  recruiting  for  1780  campaign, 
quota,  results,  forwarding,  100-103,  105,  106,  254,  275,  276,  391; 
militia  quota  for  1780,  in  field,  100,  103,  106,  244-247,  276,  309, 
310, 393;  powder  loan  to  army,  116,  254;  seamen  for  military  opera- 
tions, 117;  militia  and  West  Point,  360.  See  also  next  titles;  New 
England. 

New  Hampshire,  president  of.  See  Weare,  Meshech. 

New  Hampshire  brigade,  light  corps  companies,  299;  movements,  315. 
See  also  Poor,  Enoch. 

New  Hampshire  First  Regiment,  officers,  323??,  346  n. 

New  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  material  from,  103,  107,  117,  254, 
451. 

New  Hampshire  Third  Regiment,  officer  court-martialed,  465. 

New  Jersey,  removing  exposed  stock,  1,  12,  248,  260-262,  402;  Knyp- 
hausen's  expedition,  conduct  of  militia,  3,  6,  8-10,  12,  17,  26,  37, 
S9,  42,  50-58,  64-66,  70,  73,  74,  93,  97,  101,  130;  recruiting  for  1780 
campaign,  character  of  draft,  results,  28-30,  270,  293,  387,  388,  391; 
impressment  of  transportation  and  stock,  expeditions,  54,  280,  286, 

429,  431-433,  437,  439,  441,  442,  449>  452>  462>  483>  494; ladies'  gift 
to  soldiers,  72 n,  333,  334;  militia  guard  of  stores,  127;  hospital 
superintendent,  172;  militia  for  campaign,  mode,  292,  295,  298,  319, 
331,  386-388,  393,  400,  401,  439;  tavern,  425 n\  specific  supplies, 
440;  irregular  impressment  and  quartering,  493.  See  also  next  titles. 

New  Jersey,  governor  of.  See  Livingston,  William. 

New  Jersey  brigade,  promotions,  state  approbation,  123-125,  141,  194; 
position,  273;  light  corps  companies,  299;  line  of  battle,  302.  See 
also  Maxwell,  William. 

New  Jersey  Second  Regiment,  soldier  court-martialed,  18;  officers,  22m, 
502  n.  See  also  Shreve,  Israel. 

New  Jersey  First  Regiment,  officers,  127 n,  i$jn,  iixn.  See  also  Ogden, 
Matthias. 

New  Jersey  Third  Regiment,  officer,  12772;  adjutant,  137;  detachment, 
152.  See  also  Dayton,  Elias. 
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New  Jersey  Volunteers,  British,  officers,  378  ?z,  388  n. 

New  London,  Conn.,  importance  of  harbor,  map,  155,  266;  supplies  by 

French  fleet,  168,  205,  266. 
New  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  removal  of  New  Jersey  stores  to,  23,  33,  54,  60,  87. 

New  York,  militia  and  West  Point,  14,  16,  24,  49,  68,  78,  84;  militia  and 
frontier,  Fort  Schuyler,  37,  45,  48,  287,  288,  457,  458,  460,  461;  re- 
cruiting for  1780  campaign,  results,  49,  83-85,  391;  specific  supplies, 
deficit,  165;  militia  in  field,  278, 309,  361, 393,  418, 430;  impressment 
of  lumber  and  transportation,  286.  See  also  next  titles;  Hudson 
River;  Mohawk  Valley. 

New  York,  governor  of.  See  Clinton,  George. 

New  York  brigade,  West  Point,  47,  52;  New  York  City  movement,  271; 
light  corps  companies,  299;  line  of  battle,  302;  militia  in,  418.  See 
also  Clinton,  James. 

New  York  City,  intelligence  from,  20,  144,  146,  157,  161,  162,  245,  247; 
proposed  joint  expedition  against:  prospects  and  failure,  delay,  fear, 
results  of  failure,  31,  34-36,  81,  82,  100,  105,  116,  120,  128,  136, 
166,  207,  226,  228,  234,  235,  262,  269,  318,  335,  399,  400,  403-405, 
428,  482,  495;  militia,  in  field,  burden,  dismissal,  104-107,  244- 
246,  263,  267,  319,  329,  331,  439-441,  455-457/  46o>  4625  naval 
phase,  pilots,  Graves'  arrival,  American  cooperation,  146,  147,  154, 
158,  158 n,  162,  181,  238;  plans  and  preparations,  162,  168-170, 
178-181,  235,  244,  254,  260,  326,  329,  383,  421,  422;  memorandum 
of  plan,  174-176;  materiel,  scarcity,  206,  210,  212,  213,  235,  236, 
240,  259,  269,  313,  391-394,  427,  431-433,  462,  470;  dependence  on 
French  second  division,  blockaded,  265,  267-269,  314,  320,  326, 
327,  329,  331,  339,  341,  344,  359,  362,  375,  378,  384,  393,  399, 
441-443,  453,  455,  462,  469,  495;  Teaneck  camp,  430,  433,  434, 
472,  483,  487/2;  —  troops  from  South,  Clinton's  return,  26,  27,  29, 
32,  37,  39,  47,  50,  53;  plan  to  attack  northern  posts,  107-109;  naval 
force  at,  162,  180,  184;  British  movement  against  French:  start, 
militia  to  Rochambeau,  223,  237,  238,  243,  250,  266,  282,  283,  306, 
323,  325, 338,  338/z,  340,  343,  347,  370,  390,  391,  455,  460;  American 
counter,  268-284,  289-293,  295-298,  300-303,  329,  334;  British  re- 
turn, American  retirement,  293,  294,  305,  307,  309,  311-313,  315, 
318,  321,  324-326,  339-341,  472;  Clinton  on  affair,  293^,  294*2; 
—  possible  preparations  for  raid  from,  383,  391,  416-419,  422,  444, 
445,  488-490,  494;  possible  troops  to  West  Indies,  417,  422;  impress- 
ment of  seamen,  422.  See  also  Hudson  River;  Knyphausen;  Long 
Island;  Neutral  Ground. 

New  York  Fifth  Regiment,  officer,  221.  See  also  Willett,  Marinus. 

New  York  First  Regiment.  See  Van  Schaick,  Goose. 
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New  York  Fourth  Regiment,  officer,  490  n. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  material  from,  79,  134,  340,  344,  362. 

New  Yor\  Packet,  publisher,  323  n. 

New  York  Second  Regiment.  See  Van  Cortlandt,  Philip. 

New  York  Third  Regiment.  See  Gansevoort,  Peter. 

Newall,  Lieut.  Col.  Ezra.  See  Newhall. 

Newhall,  Lieut.  Col.  Ezra,  at  court-martial,  448;  officer  of  the  day,  499; 

service,  499  n. 
Newport,  R.  I.  See  Rochambeau;  Ternay. 
Newton,  N.  J.  See  Sussex  Court  House. 
Niack,  N.  Y.,  post,  guard,  418,  430  n,  431. 
Nicholas,  Robert  Carter,  Fairfax  agency,  130. 

Nichols,  Maj. ,  at  court-martial,  61. 

Nicholson,  Ma].  George  Chadine,  court-martial,  118;  service,  n8«. 

Nicola,  Col.  Lewis,  men  for  Maryland  brigades,  25. 

Nixon,  John,  letter  to,  376;  flour  for  army,  letter,  376,  376 n. 

Nixon,  Gen.  John,  officer  of  the  day,  3,  46,  371,  414,  463,  496. 

Nixon,  Col.  Thomas,  officer  of  the  day,  478. 

Noncommissioned  officers,  orderly  sergeants,  126,  352;  court-martial 

orderlies,  142,  217,  352,  366,  372,  416,  424,  465;  sidearms,  386,  478. 
Nonstate  corps.  See  Additional. 

North,  Lieut.  Col.  Caleb,  officer  of  the  day,  17,  126,  173,  252. 
North  Casde,  N.  Y.,  post,  augmented  force,  342,  41772,  488,  489. 

Officers,  abuse  by,  4;  reprimand,  4,  5,  62,  152,  265,  467,  477;  uniforms, 
insignia,  21,  22,  210;  special  service  and  horses,  22;  heavy  baggage, 
33;  public  clothing  urged,  36;  graft,  61,  62,  467,  477;  unbecoming 
conduct,  62,  173,  264,  372,  373,  465,  498;  illegal  appointment,  62; 
recruiting  service,  return,  79,  86,  1 01-103,  385;  problem  of  new 
appointments,  195;  spontoons,  351;  distress,  pay,  liquidation  of 
depreciation,  arrears,  subsistence,  368,  411,  412,  502,  503;  drunk, 
372;  evils  of  state  control,  412;  absence  without  leave,  465,  466; 
rum  issue,  463,  491;  cashiered,  466,  498;  horsekeeping  accounts, 
476;  making  illegal  discharges,  479;  irregular  seizures  by,  498; 
arrears  of  nonstate,  difficulties,  503-506.  See  also  Continental  army; 
Courts-martial;  Disobedience;  Foreign  volunteers;  General  officers; 
Half-pay;  Noncommissioned  officers;  Prisoners  of  war;  Promotion; 
Rank;  Resignation;  Staff. 

Officers  of  the  day,  assignments  (June),  2,  3,  7,  13,  17,  19,  21,  33,  34, 
73>  75>  76>  88>  985  (July)>  9%  I09>  II0>  II2>  JI3>  I26  (two),  137, 
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141,  142,  152-154,  162,  163,  172,  173,  188,  190,  208,  209,  220,  222, 
223,  239,  241,  251,  252,  263,  273,  277,  278;  (August),  346,  347, 

351,  352>  364>  365>  37x>  38o>  386>  388>  394>  396>  398>  4M>  4I5»  423> 
429>  435>  438>  447>  448>.463>  466>  4765  (September),  478,  483,  486, 
496,  498,  499,  502;  divisional  captain  of  the  day,  3,  497;  rank  matter 
in  orders,  4;  regulations  at  camp,  348;  at  headquarters,  386. 

Ogden,  Capt.  Aaron,  acting  brigade  major,  221;  service,  221  n;  officer 
of  the  day,  239. 

Ogden,  Gabriel,  furnace,  shot  and  shell,  141. 

Ogden,  Col.  Matthias,  officer  of  the  day,  152,  251;  light  corps  command, 
299. 

Oliver,  Ma].  Robert,  officer  of  the  day,  415,  463;  service,  4i5«. 

Olney,  George,  transportation  of  supplies  by  French  fleet,  168-171,  205, 
266,  330;  letter  to,  205. 

Olney,  Lieut.  Col.  Jeremiah,  officer  of  the  day,  73, 1 13,  415,  483;  at  court- 
martial,  142;  rear  guard,  427. 

Oneida  Indians,  pursuing  deserters,  37;  protection,  88;  supplies,  385. 

Orangetown  (Tappan),  N.  Y.,  headquarters,  letters  and  orders  from, 
338-431;  security  of  camp,  347-349. 

Orderly  sergeants,  orders,  126,  352. 

Ordnance  stores.  See  Military  stores. 

Oswagatchie,  N.  Y.,  desertion  to,  37. 

Ovens,  construction,  104,  396,  423. 

Overalls,  need,  returns,  36,  303;  supply,  transportation,  205;  light  corps, 
240;  altered  trousers,  386. 

Overton,  Capt.  John,  regiment,  200;  service,  200 n. 

Palmer,  Lieut.  Edward,  resignation,  164;  service,  i6^n. 

Paper  money,  land  transactions,  134;  counterfeiting,  208;  depreciation 

and  liquidation  of  pay,  difficulties,  411,  503,  505;  pay  in  new  issue, 

503- 
Pappaoosequaw,  R.  I.,  hospitals  for  French,  95. 
Parade  ground,  at  camps,  109,  348,  397. 
Paramus,  N.  J.,  headquarters,  orders  and  letter  from,  277,  279;  route 

through,  401. 
Pardon,  capital  offenders,  164,  477;  delegation  of  power,  461.  See  also 

Amnesty. 
Paris  Archives,  Affaires  Etrangeres,  Etats  Unis,  material  from,  266  n, 

321  n,  3257*,  333^  359^  385/;. 
Parole,  irregular,  2;  significant,  220,  289. 


- 
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Paroles,  to  Europe,  refused,  69;  breakers,  exchange,  160;  especial,  to  New 
York,  250;  movements  of  British  officers,  458, 459.  See  also  Prisoners 
of  war. 

Parr,  Maj.  James,  detachment,  7,  14,  34;  officer  of  the  day,  99;  advance 
guard,  100;  maneuvers,  126;  rifle  corps,  252. 

Parsons,  Gen.  Samuel  Holden,  forwarding  recruits,  38,  42-44,  94,  139, 
140,  260;  letters  to,  42,  94,  140,  259,  385,  488,  501;  intelligence,  letter, 
223 n;  return  of  recruiting  officers,  385;  Neutral  Ground  command, 
488;  to  main  army,  501. 

Passes,  from  British,  174;  irregular  army,  397. 

Pasturage,  conservation,  56,  63. 

Paterson,  Gen.  John,  letter  to,  193;  field  of  service,  193;  officer  of  the 
daY>  347>  38o>  4X5>  438>  4765  rearguard,  427. 

Paterson,  N.  J.  See  Preakness. 

Patrol.  See  Advanced  line;  Provost. 

Pattison,  Gen.  James,  Woodford's  parole,  125. 

Pausch,  Dr.  Wilhelm,  exchange,  478. 

Pay  and  allowances,  quartermaster  department,  5,  6;  arrears  on  frontier, 
36,  45;  graft  by  officer,  61;  extra,  to  departmental  commander,  92; 
plea  for  adequate,  411;  depreciated  currency  and  liquidation,  411, 
503,  505;  inequality,  411;  rolls  and  abstracts,  issue,  415;  in  new  bills, 
503;  subsistence  money,  503;  arrears  to  nonstate  officers,  difficulties, 
503-506.  See  also  Bounty;  Wages. 

Paymasters,  artificers,  448. 

Peace,  and  preparedness,  133,  410. 

Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  headquarters,  letters  and  orders  from,  286-335;  New 
England  militia,  390. 

Pennsylvania,  recruiting  for  1780  campaign,  forwarding  levies,  poor  re- 
sults, 27,  72,  94,  129,  270,  294,  343,  391;  emergent  transportation, 
impressment,  32,  54,  57,  70,  248,  280;  martial  law  and  filling  regi- 
ments, 113-115;  militia  for  campaign,  sent  back,  263,  393,  398,  403, 
440;  militia  to  frontier,  294;  half-pay  provision,  411;  militia  col- 
lection of  specific  supplies,  442.  See  also  next  titles;  Fort  Pitt; 
Philadelphia. 

Pennsylvania,  president  of.  See  Reed,  Joseph. 

Pennsylvania  brigades,  march  orders,  34,  51,  62;  assignment  of  men, 
173,  221;  removal  of  stock,  Bulls  Ferry  attempt,  216, 260;  camp,  221; 
light  corps  companies,  299;  line  of  battle,  302;  clothing,  303;  Mac- 
pherson  affair,  353-358.  See  also  Irvine,  William;  Wayne,  Anthony. 

Pennsylvania  Eighth  Regiment, officer, 378/2.  See  also  Brodhead, Daniel. 
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Pennsylvania  Eleventh  Regiment,  officer,  10972;  brigaded,  301.  See  also 
Hubley,  Adam. 

Pennsylvania  Fifth  Regiment,  officer,  152/2;  quartermaster,  190.  See  also 
Johnston,  Francis. 

Pennsylvania  First  Regiment,  officers,  192/2,  261/2,  265/2,  364/2;  rifle 
corps,  252.  See  also  Chambers,  James. 

Pennsylvania  Fourth  Regiment,  officers  court-martialed,  173,  352/2,  372, 
373;  claim  to  men,  173,  221;  officer,  192/2;  brigaded,  301.  See  also 
Butler,  William. 

Pennsylvania  Ninth  Regiment.  See  Butler,  Richard. 

Pennsylvania  Second  Regiment,  officers,  261/2,  477/2,  498/2,  502/2.  See 
also  Stewart,  Walter. 

Pennsylvania  Seventh  Regiment,  officers,  192/2,  423/2;  soldiers  court- 
martialed,  224,  477;  command,  274. 

Pennsylvania  Sixth  Regiment,  officer,  98/2;  soldiers  assigned  to,  173,  221; 
quartermaster,  364. 

Pennsylvania  Tenth  Regiment,  officers,  98/2,  192/2.  See  also  Humpton, 
Richard. 

Pennsylvania  Third  Regiment,  officers  court-martialed,  3,  4,  152,  263; 
officers,  17/2,  34/2,  98/2,  261/2,  378/2;  soldier  court-martialed,  163; 
rifle  corps,  252.  See  also  Craig,  Thomas. 

People,  confidence  and  true  interest,  114. 

Pequannock,  N.  J.,  headquarters,  letters  from,  72-75. 

Perkins,  Capt.  Ebenezer,  resignation,  251. 

Perkins,  Maj.  William,  removing  ordnance  from  Providence,  122. 

Peters,  Lieut.  Col.  Andrew,  officer  of  the  day,  466;  service,  466/2;  pro- 
motion, 481. 

Peters,  Richard,  court-martial,  466. 

Peterson,  Lieut.  David,  court-martial,  cashiered,  497,  498. 

Pettingill,  Maj.  Joseph,  inspector,  313;  service,  313/2;  officer  of  the  day, 
478. 

Pettit,  Charles,  resignation,  366/2. 

Philadelphia,  ladies'  gift  to  soldiers,  71,  167,  216,  334,  350,  351.  See  also 
next  title;  Bank. 

Philadelphia  City  Light  Horse,  to  front,  countermand,  16,  18,  70. 

Philipseburg,  N.  Y.,  British  camp,  65  n,  77. 

Phillips,  Gen.  William,  letters  to,  96,  458;  exchange  with  Lincoln,  96, 
259;  cartel  negotiations,  160,  436,  445,  458;  on  treatment  of  Conven- 
tion troops,  letter,  Washington's  comment,  258,  258/2. 
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Pickering,  Timothy,  quartermaster  general,  delay,  360,  367  n,  395;  serv- 
ice, 39572. 
Picketing,  as  punishment,  415. 
Pickets,  on  march,  63.  See  also  Guards. 

Pilots,  for  French,  consultation,  104,  no,  in,  146,  147,  158,  158 n,  162, 
181,  238. 

Pintard,  Lewis,  family  out  of  New  York  City,  174. 

Pittstown,  N.  J.,  magazine,  363. 

Plunder.  See  Depredations. 

Pointer,  Lieut.  William,  regiment,  200. 

Polifly,  N.  J.,  impressment  expedition,  432. 

Pomeroy,  Ralph,  quarters,  154. 

Pompton  Plains,  N.  J.,  march  to,  62. 

Poole,  Thomas,  communication  with  enemy,  371. 

Poor,  Gen.  Enoch,  letters  to,  101,  315;  forwarding  recruits,  101;  waste 
of  arms,  231;  light  corps  command,  299,  315;  line  of  battle,  302; 
position  of  brigade,  472. 

Poor,  W.  S.,  acknowledgment  to,  41972. 

Portugal,  armed  neutrality,  128. 

Posey,  Maj.  Thomas,  regiment,  199. 

Post-office,  at  camp,  postmaster,  162,  32372. 

Powell,  Pres.  Jeremiah,  letters  to,  89,  117  72;  Jackson's  regiment,  241. 

Preakness,  N.  J.,  reconnoiter,  80;  headquarters,  orders  and  letters  from, 
109-277;  impressment  of  transportation,  429. 

Preparedness  and  peace,  133,  410. 

Presentations,  liquor  for  headquarters,  38,  39;  sword  by  Congress,  121 72. 

President  of  Congress,  letters  to,  26,  34,  63,  127,  147,  150,  180,  181,  182, 
218,  219,  232,  234,  260,  272,  318,  402,  435,  462. 

Price,  Col.  Thomas,  resignation,  491. 

Princeton,  N.  J.,  route  through,  401. 

Prisoners,  escape,  treatment,  208,  253,  370;  daily  returns,  quick  trial, 
424. 

Prisoners  of  war,  resident  agents,  11,  121,  255-257,  436,  446;  bills  of  ex- 
change, 11,  121;  irregular  forwarding  of  British  exchanged,  17; 
continental  and  state,  and  exchanges,  69,  160,  161,  272,  500,  501, 
special  exchanges,  69,  249,  250,  272,  436,  478;  marine,  exchange,  93; 
Washington's  opposition  to  general  exchange  and  officer-soldier 
composition,  96,  148,  222,  248,  259;  condition  of  Charleston,  escape, 
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125,  374,  382;  proposed  general  exchange  of  officers,  148,  160,  161, 
402 n,  435,  43872,  445,  458;  proposed  exchange  of  privates,  150,  249; 
provisions  for  families,  222;  tariff  in  exchange,  250;  Washington  to 
Clinton  on  mutual  treatment,  257,  258/2;  escape  and  term  of  service, 
374»  375'  3^2'  4^9?  472;  tobacco,  468;  treatment  of  officers  in  Quebec, 
transfer,  473-476;  priority  in  exchange,  436;  support  and  accommo- 
dation of  American,  436;  exchange  of  civil,  492.  See  also  Conven- 
tion troops;  Paroles. 

Privateering,  liquor  to  headquarters,  39  n ;  capture  of  Quebec  merchant 
fleet,  388-391. 

Prizes.  See  Privateering. 

Proclamations,  amnesty  to  deserters,  375,  382,  468,  470-472. 

Promotion,  irregular  regimental,  inquiry,  19;  evil  of  state  interference, 
123,  412,  484,  491. 

Providence,  R.  I.,  removal  of  ordnance,  122;  objection  to  French  hos- 
pitals, 177/7. 

Provisions,  relief  of  Fort  Schuyler  scarcity,  37, 41, 46, 48,  287, 416;  supply 
through  merchants'  associations,  68,  87,  150,  151,  212,  240,  376; 
collecting  scattered  deposits,  70;  for  friendly  Indians,  88,  385;  emer- 
gent transportation,  91;  perilous  scarcity,  appeal  to  states,  131,  136, 
449-451;  impressment  for  French  force,  156,  183;  scarcity  and  cam- 
paign plans,  206,  212,  246,  247,  393,  398-400,  403,  462,  470;  for 
iron  workers,  215;  responsibility  for  failure  to  issue,  217;  restriction 
on  noncombatant  issues,  222;  care  in  issue,  310,  394;  for  militia  on 
march,  316;  frontier  shortage,  Fort  Pitt,  377;  for  Southern  cam- 
paign, 404;  impressment  expedition,  431-433,  437,  439,  441,  442, 
449,  452,  462,  483,  494;  from  West  Point  to  main  army,  446,  490; 
irregular  impressment,  464.  See  also  Commissary;  Flour;  Meat; 
Ration. 

Provost,  field  duty,  41;  relief,  278;  in  march,  426.  See  also  Von  Heer, 
Bartholomew. 

Provost  marshal,  appointment,  189;  court-martialed,  208;  duties,  424. 

Prudent,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  180. 

Prussia.  See  Frederick  II. 

Pry,  Capt.  Thomas,  bears  letter,  262;  service,  262/2. 

Public  land,  bounty  to  general  officers,  503. 

Punishments,  capital,  pardon,  18,  23,  163,  209,  224,  366,  446,  477;  picket- 
ing, 415;  officers  cashiered,  466,  498.  See  also  Crimes;  Prisoners; 
Reprimand;  Whipping. 

Putnam,  Gen.  Israel,  letter  to,  121;  proposed  visit  to  camp,  121. 

Putnam,  Col.  Rufus,  officer  of  the  day,  476. 
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Quaile,  John,  escape,  253;  court-martial,  414,  415. 

Quartering  soldiers,  irregular,  493. 

Quartermaster  department,  new  system,  delay,  crisis,  5, 6, 169, 172, 259^, 

279,  280,  330,  361,  381.  See  also  next  titles;  Baggage;  Commissary; 

Express;  Forage;  Magazines;  Quarters;  Staff ;  Tools;  Transportation. 
Quartermaster  general,  deputies,  33  n,  401  n.  See  also  Greene,  Nathanael; 

Pickering,  Timothy. 
Quartermasters,  appointments,  190,  304,  364,  424. 
Quarters.  See  Tents;  Winter  quarters. 
Quebec,  merchant  fleet  for,  captured,  388-391;  prisoners  of  war  in,  473- 

476. 
Queens  Rangers,  officer,  250  n. 

Raids,  possible  British  project,  383,  391,  416-419,  422,  444,  445.  See  also 
Knyphausen. 

Rainbow,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  180  n. 

Raisonable,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  180  n. 

Ramapo,  N.  J.,  headquarters,  orders  and  letters  from,  73-109;  location, 
7672. 

Ramsey,  Lieut.  Col.  Nathaniel,  exchange,  69,  160, 161,  436. 

Randell,  Lieut.  Thomas.  See  Ransdell. 

Rank,  Canadian  regiments  and  commanders,  55,  61,  74-76;  new  ar- 
rangement: artificers,  60;  Rhode  Island,  97;  nonstate  regiments, 
123,  125;  —  Hand-Irvine  dispute,  112,  138;  and  command  and 
power  to  arrest,  153;  in  reformed  Virginia  regiments,  201;  militia, 
225;  and  appointment  to  light  corps,  353-358.  See  also  Promotion. 

Ransdell,  Lieut.  Thomas,  regiment,  199;  service,  199^. 

Ration,  emergent  cooking,  13,  55,  63,  435;  officers'  graft,  62;  hired  artifi- 
cers, 144;  changes  forbidden,  464;  subsistence  money,  503.  See  also 
Kettles;  Provisions. 

Recruiting,  urge  to  fulfill  program,  delays,  deplorable  inadequacy,  2,  10, 
19,  24,  26,  27,  31-35,  38,  39,  41-45,  49,  57,  72,  81-86,  89,  97,  100, 

105,  106,  116,  128,  135,  166,  168,  270,  293,  294,  343,  385,  387, 
388,  391,  392,  455-457,  470,  480,  482;  inadequacy  of  volunteer  en- 
listments, 72;  irregularities,  substitutions,  76,  78,  83,  85,  93-97, 

106,  297;  forwarding,  distribution,  90,  94,  101-103,  105,  118,  122, 
139,  140,  155,  156,  193,  231,  275,  291,  308,  310;  Rhode  Island 
negroes,  93;  no  dragoons,  94,  140,  218;  clothing  for  levies,  95;  use 
of  martial  law  in  Pennsylvania,  113-115;  evils  of  short  enlistments, 
131,  149,  195,  374,  408-410,  470,  481;  instruction  of  levies,  praise, 
192,  364,  396;  Virginia  and  refilling  captured  brigades,  194-197, 
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232,  334,  373;  volunteers,  260;  returns  on  levies,  304,  322,  347;  vet- 
erans, 304;  Washington's  plea  to  Congress  for  adequate,  405-411; 
levies  as  fit  for  duty,  424.  See  also  Discharges;  Draft. 

Reed,  Esther  (De  Berdt),  gift  to  soldiers,  letter,  71,  71  n,  167,  216,  334, 
35°>  351*  35J»;  letters  to,  167,  216,  350,  351. 

Reed,  George  Washington,  naming,  115. 

Reed,  Pres.  Joseph,  letters  to,  18,  32,  70,  95  72,  113,  262,  294,  398,  440; 
recruiting,  19,  72;  emergent  transportation,  32,  33,  54,  70;  circulars 
to,  10472,  10572,  44972;  martial  law  power  and  filling  regiments,  113- 
115;  militia  for  campaign,  personal  command,  263,  398-400,  440; 
militia  collection  of  specific  supplies,  442. 

Reed,  William  B.,  Joseph  Reed,  115  72. 

Reid,  Maj.  James  Randolph,  officer  of  the  day,  2,  76,  154,  220,  447. 

Reid,  Capt.  Nathan,  regiment,  200;  service,  200  n. 

Reily,  Capt.  John,  court-martial,  263-265;  service,  263  n. 

Reily,  Thomas,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  pardon,  477. 

Renown,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  18072. 

Reprimand,  of  officers,  4,  5,  62,  152,  265,  467,  477. 

Requisitions,  disregarded,  132.  See  also  Specific  supplies. 

Resignation  of  officers,  deplored,  164,  251;  over  promotion  claim,  486. 

Resolution,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  180. 

Returns  and  rolls,  field,  fit  for  action,  3,  23,  56,  156,  231,  289,  304;  cas- 
ualties, 23;  artificers,  61;  ordnance  stores,  72;  conditions  at  West 
Point,  78;  needed  shoes,  138,  479;  American  force  (July),  162,  29472; 
levies,  fit,  189,  304,  322,  347,  424;  weekly  stock,  190;  French  force, 
211,  219;  status  of  headquarters  guard,  222;  equipments,  289; 
departmental  wagons  and  teams,  303;  veterans  in  levies,  304; 
spontoons,  351;  sick,  366;  needed  copies  of  drill  regulations,  415; 
brigade,  424. 

Rhode  Island,  recruiting,  negroes,  irregularities,  93,  96,  97,  308,  391, 
394;  hospitals  for  French,  93,  95,  177,  178;  preparation  of  boats, 
122;  road  repairs,  177,  178;  militia  for  campaign,  to  Rochambeau, 
dismissed,  282,  283,  306-309,  390,  391,  455,  460;  specific  supplies, 
484.  See  also  next  titles;  Newport;  Providence. 

Rhode  Island,  governor  of.  See  Greene,  William. 

Rhode  Island  brigade,  deserters  pardoned,  306. 

Rhode  Island  College,  French  hospitals,  93,  95,  17772. 

Rhode  Island  First  Regiment.  See  Greene,  Christopher. 

Rhode  Island  Second  Regiment,  adjutant,  no.  See  also  Angell,  Israel. 
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Rice,  Maj.  Nathan,  brigade  major,  323;  service,  Lincoln's  aide,  323 n; 
officer  of  the  day,  483. 

Richards,  Robert  Thomas  Johnson,  spy,  acquitted,  252. 

Richmond,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  180 «. 

Ridley,  Maj.  Thomas,  regiment,  198;  service,  1980. 

Rifle  corps,  formation,  252,  263,  265;  arms  and  ammunition,  379;  posi- 
tion, practice,  479. 

Riley,  Capt.  William,  letter  to,  25;  detachment  to  South,  25,  26. 

Ringwood  Iron  Works,  N.  J.,  stores,  guard,  100,  108. 

Roads,  repairs,  80,  118,  177,  178,  396;  routes  from  South  to  Hudson 
River,  128. 

Robinson,  Beverley,  parole  of  sons,  250;  house  as  headquarters,  letters 
from,  278-286. 

Robinson,  Ensign  Frederick  Philipse,  parole,  250 n. 

Robinson,  Capt.  Morris,  parole,  250  n. 

Robinson,  Lieut.  Col.  Thomas,  officer  of  the  day,  502;  service,  502  n. 

Robust,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  180  n. 

Rochambeau,  Jean  Baptiste  Donatien  de  Vimeur,  comte  de,  British  and 
coming,  65 n;  Heath  as  adviser,  92,  93,  388,  390;  hospitals,  93,  95, 
177,  178;  expected,  preparation  to  receive,  provisions,  impressment, 
122,  156-158,  162,  382-385;  dispatches  for,  maps,  144,  145,  251; 
arrival  at  Newport,  force,  reception,  letter,  171,  176,  177,  184,  196, 
197,  205,  211,  2ii n,  219,  267;  express,  177,  178,  281,  283,  285,  345, 

4J7>  444>  4495 letters  to>  l85>  223>  2.67>  268>  28l>  325>  339>  383>  388> 
419,  443,  494;  Washington's  greeting,  185-187,  215;  Washington 
and  conference,  219,  237,  38372,  422;  general  orders  on  arrival,  220; 
borrowing  military  stores  from,  237;  Washington's  criticism  of 
position,  283;  German  deserters,  384,  389;  St.  Louis  Day  celebra- 
tion, 444;  Butts  Hill  works,  expense,  460;  visit  of  Indians,  letter, 
495,  496 n.  See  also  New  York  City;  Ternay. 

Rochefontaine,  Capt.  Etienne  Nicolas  Marie  Bechet,  chevalier  de,  bears 
letter,  215. 

Rockaway  Bridge,  N.  J.,  march  to,  52,  63;  headquarters,  orders  and  let- 
ters from,  55-60. 

Rocky  Hill,  N.  J.,  quartered  soldiers,  493. 

Rodney,  Pres.  Caesar,  circulars  to,  104  n,  10572,  449/2;  letter  to,  267; 
militia  for  campaign,  267. 

Rodney,  George  Brydges,  baron,  in  West  Indies,  389. 

Roebuc\,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  i8o«. 

Rogers,  Ensign  John,  adjutant,  no;  service,  110/2. 
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Rolls.  See  Returns. 

Romulus,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  i8o«. 
Rosenbach,  Abraham  S.  W.,  acknowledgment  to,  13  n. 
Ross,  Maj.  John,  officer  of  the  day,  112, 141,  502;  maneuvers,  126;  absent, 
221;  service,  221  n. 

Royal  Horse  Guards,  officer,  222  n. 

Royal  0a\,  H.  M.  S.,  at  New  York  City,  180. 

Rudolph,  Capt.  Michael,  irregular  impressment,  402,  493. 

Rum,  issue,  88, 109, 113;  from  merchants'  association,  150, 151;  to  guards 
restricted,  172;  fatigue,  364;  transfer  to  main  army,  446;  irregulari- 
ties in  issue,  proportions,  463,  478,  491. 

Russel,  Lieut.  Albert,  regiment,  200;  service,  200 n. 

Russell,  Ensign  Thomas,  court-martial,  4,  5;  Stark's  aide,  4/z. 

Russia.  See  Catharine  II. 

Sabers,  for  noncommissioned  officers,  478. 

St.  Clair,  Gen.  Arthur,  new  position  during  Knyphausen's  expedition, 
51,  52,  56;  letter  to,  52,  295;  quarters,  100,  127;  division  court- 
martial,  152;  temporary  command  of  light  corps,  295,  303,  345; 
line  of  battle,  302;  suspension  as  general,  368. 

Saint  Mauris,  Alexandre  Marie  Leonor  de.  See  Montbarey. 

Sandusky,  raid  on,  378  n. 

Sandy  Hook,  N.  J.,  intelligence,  184,  214. 

Sanford,  Sarah,  house  robbed,  414. 

Sansum,  Lieut.  Philip,  transfer,  198;  service,  198 n. 

Sappers  and  miners,  officers'  uniform,  22;  detail  to,  224,  241;  arms,  304; 
quartermaster,  304;  command,  312;  music,  364;  pay  regulations, 
497- 

Saratoga,  U.  S.  S.,  cooperation  with  French,  319  n,  383,  384. 

Schoharie,  N.  Y.,  Indian  raid,  416. 

Schraulenburgh  Road,  N.  J.,  425. 

Schuyler, ,  letter  to,  12  n. 

Schuyler,  Aurant,  house,  487 n. 

Schuyler,  Philip,  flour,  23;  Oneidas,  87;  command  for  Arnold,  91  n; 
batteaux,  170;  suspension  as  general,  368;  letter  to,  416;  Mohawk 
Valley  raid,  416.  See  also  Committee  of  cooperation. 

Scott,  John,  spy,  acquitted,  221. 

Scott,  John  Morin,  committees:  exchanges,  150^;  army  conditions,  413/2. 

Scott,  Maj.  William,  subinspector,  323;  service,  323 n;  ill,  346. 
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Sea  power,  and  plan  against  New  York  City,  174,  180,  211,  212,  236, 
266,  314,  375,  420. 

Seamen,  possible  military  need,  117;  British  impressment,  422. 

Second  Artillery,  officer,  418/2.  See  also  Lamb,  John. 

Second  Dragoons,  officer,  345  n.  See  also  Sheldon,  Elisha. 

Secret  service.  See  Intelligence;  Spies. 

Sedman, ,  of  New  Jersey,  post  at,  108. 

Seeley,  Capt.  Isaac.  See  Ely. 

Seely,  Col.  Sylvanus,  letters  to,  331,  400;  militia  in  field,  331,  386,  400; 
wagoners,  401. 

Selections  from  Correspondence  of  Executive  of  New  Jersey,  material 
from,  32  n,  440  n. 

Seventeenth  Foot,  British,  officer,  250/2. 

Shaw,  Daniel,  pilot  for  French,  238. 

Shaw,  Nathaniel,  letters  to,  146,  281,  344;  Sound  pilotage,  146,  147; 
express,  281,  345. 

Sheep,  weekly  returns,  190;  expedition,  6;  impress,  431-433.  See  also 
Meat. 

Sheild,  Dr.  Thomas,  request,  69. 

Sheldon,  Col.  Elisha,  patrol  before  Highlands,  53;  letters  to,  218,  285, 
449,  489;  no  levies  for,  218;  express  line  to  Rhode  Island,  285,  417, 
449;  in  New  York  City  movement,  285;  intelligence,  293;  post,  342, 
417;  flag  of  truce,  370;  escort  into  Neutral  Ground,  379;  possible 
British  movement,  488-490. 

Shell.  See  Shot  and  shell. 

Shepard,  Lieut.  Samuel,  adjutant,  137;  service,  137/2;  light  corps  com- 
mand, 299. 

Sherburne,  Col.  Henry,  "late"  regiment,  officers,  3/2,  4. 

Sherman,  Roger,  committee  on  joint  plan,  236/2. 

Shippen,  Dr.  William,  jr.,  court-martial,  13,  50,  61,  98,  182;  acquitted, 

497- 

Shirts,  dire  need,  36;  ladies'  gift,  71,  167,  351.  See  also  Clothing;  Hunt- 
ing shirts. 

Shoes  and  stockings,  supply,  46;  need,  returns,  83,  138,  303,  479;  issue, 
142.  See  also  Clothing;  Hides. 

Short  Hills.  See  Springfield. 

Shot  and  shell,  need,  order,  production,  141,  317;  from  states,  210. 

Shreve,  Col.  Israel,  maneuvers,  126;  officers  of  the  day,  142, 190,  239. 

Shute,  Lieut.  Samuel  Moore,  detachment,  191;  fatigue,  396. 
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Sick  and  wounded,  care  of  militia,  17;  disposition  on  march,  99,  426; 
convalescent  officer  and  return  to  service,  264;  returns,  366;  hospital 
orders,  372. 

Side  arms,  officers,  22;  noncommissioned  officers,  22,  386,  478. 

Signals,  alarm  guns,  347. 

Sill,  Lieut.  Col.  David  Fithian,  officer  of  the  day,  21,  438;  service,  438  n. 

Simpson,  Capt.  Michael,  at  court-martial,  265;  service,  265  n. 

Sixty-second  Foot,  British,  officer,  69  n. 

Skinner,  Abraham,  letters  to,  159,  248,  478;  cartel  negotiations,  159-161, 
248-250,  436;  information  for,  162;  special  exchanges,  272,  478. 

Slaughter,  Capt.  Philip,  regiment,  199;  service,  199  n. 

Slote,  The,  guard,  431. 

Slotterdam,  N.  J.,  impressment  of  transportation,  429. 

Smith,  Lieut.  Ballard,  transfer,  198;  service,  198 n. 

Smith,  Ma].  David,  officer  of  the  day,  398,  447;  service,  447  n. 

Smith,  Capt.  Joseph,  service,  230  n. 

Smith,  Lieut.  Col.  William  Stephens,  officer  of  the  day,  112, 398;  brigade 
inspector,  323. 

Smiths  Clove,  N.  Y.,  post,  100,  118,  119,  221. 

Snow,  Asa,  court-martial,  467. 

South  Carolina.  See  Southern  campaign. 

South  Carolina,  vice-president  of.  See  Gadsden,  Christopher. 

Southern  campaign,  need  of  communication,  27, 98;  no  further  troops  to, 
dependence  on  southern  resources,  92,  97;  and  French  cooperation, 
362;  Virginia  state  levies,  373,  381;  cooperative  operations  author- 
ized, 402 n\  unfavorable  conditions,  supplies,  403,  404;  as  substitute 
for  plan  against  New  York  City,  453.  See  also  Charleston. 

Spain.  See  Charles  III;  West  Indies. 

Sparks,  Jared,  Correspondence  of  the  American  Revolution,  11572. 

Specie,  for  intelligence,  223,  247;  proposed  gift  to  soldiers  deprecated, 

350,35i- 

Specific  supplies,  New  York,  agent,  depositories,  165;  list  of  depositories 
and  amounts,  378;  deficits,  failure,  403,  404,  440,  500;  militia  col- 
lection, 442.  See  also  Commissary. 

Speculation,  evils,  135. 

Spencer,  Col.  Oliver,  at  court-martial,  18;  promotions  in  regiment,  123; 
maneuvers,  143;  hospital  superintendent,  172;  brigaded,  301. 

Spies,  Van  Dyke,  inaccuracy,  20,  21, 144;  court-martial  of  British,  23, 221, 
252,  47472;  to  New  York  City,  47;  Culpers,  resumed,  157,  247,  361, 
418;  on  Ethan  Allen  in  New  York  City,  161.  See  also  Intelligence. 
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Spontoons,  returns  on  need,  351;  issue,  448. 

Springfield,  Mass.,  rendezvous  for  levies,  43;  clothing,  205;  arms  at 
arsenal,  454,  456. 

Springfield  (Short  Hills),  N.  J.,  headquarters,  letters  and  orders  from, 
1-55;  movement  from,  51,  52,  55;  action,  British  occupation  and 
burning,  57,  64,  65  n,  66,  70,  73,  93,  97;  route  through,  401. 

Spuyten  Duyvil,  N.  Y.,  British  post,  107. 

Staff,  uniform,  22;  state  complaint  against,  90;  pay  arrears  and  liquida- 
tion of  depreciation,  505.  See  also  Adjutant  general;  Adjutants; 
Clothier  general;  Commissary;  Engineers;  Inspector  general;  In- 
telligence; Medical  department;  Military  secretaries;  Paymasters; 
Provost;  State  clothiers;  Quartermaster  department. 

Stamford,  Conn.,  state  post,  139. 

Standing  army,  fear,  effect  on  war,  131. 

Stark,  Gen.  John,  aide,  472;  brigade  in  field,  50,  51;  march  orders,  63; 
divisioned,  74;  recruiting,  101-103,  105,  106,  275,  276;  letters  to, 
102,  276;  light  corps  companies,  299;  line  of  battle,  302;  inspector, 
323;  officer  of  the  day,  364,  394. 

State  clothiers,  court-martial,  dismissed,  138. 

State  regiments.  See  Militia. 

States,  apathy,  effect  of  lack  of  control  over,  8,  9,  26,  132,  133,  136;  circu- 
lars to,  104, 449;  and  failure  of  cooperative  plans,  235;  further  appeal 
to,  394. 

Stationery,  for  headquarters,  321,  340. 

Steed,  Capt.  John,  transfer,  201;  service,  201  n. 

Steele,  Capt.  John,  at  court-martial,  192;  service,  192  n. 

Steele,  Lieut.  John,  transfer,  198;  service,  198 n. 

Steenrapie  (Kendekamack),  N.  J.,  headquarters,  orders  and  letters  from, 
499-506. 

Steuben,  Gen.  Frederick  W.  A.  H.  F.,  baron  von,  letters  to,  42,  202,  231, 
239,  434 «;  line  command  in  field,  letter,  battle  line,  42,  42 n,  302, 
425;  at  West  Point,  91;  new  departmental  plans,  171;  formation  of 
light  corps,  202,  231,  239,  240,  300;  formation  of  levies,  231;  subin- 
spector  for  West  Point,  342,  417;  inspection  of  army,  347;  maneu- 
vers, 350;  special  camp  exercises,  371,  372;  unauthorized  baggage 
guard,  434  n. 

Stevens,  Gen.  Edward,  militia  rank,  225;  service,  225  n. 

Stevens,  Nathaniel,  flag  of  truce,  370. 

Stevens  Facsimiles,  material  from,  294  n. 

Steward,  Capt.  Archibald,  proposal,  222. 
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Steward,  Maj.  John,  at  court-martial,  480;  letter  to,  484;  promotion,  484, 
491;  return  to  brigade  in  South,  485. 

Stewart,  Charles,  preparations  for  New  York  City  campaign,  170;  letter 
to,  214;  provisions  for  ironworkers,  214;  balancing  supplies,  359. 

Stewart,  Col.  Walter,  officer  of  the  day,  2,  75,  209;  at  court-martial,  163; 
light  corps  command,  299. 

Stirling,  Gen.  Thomas,  wounded,  10. 

Stirling,  Gen.  William  Alexander,  lord,  division,  74,  142;  Irvine-Hand 
rank,  138;  line  of  battle,  302;  wing  command,  313;  division  court- 
martial,  372;  letter  to,  472;  British  movement,  472. 

Stock.  \See  Cattle;  Sheep. 

Stockings,  for  Washington,  253.  See  also  Shoes. 

Stoddert,  Benjamin,  secretary  of  Board  of  War,  504  n. 

Stony  Point,  N.  Y.,  conditions  of  holding,  40,  41,  67;  garrison,  convales- 
cents, 300,  310,  322;  headquarters,  orders  from,  335. 

Stores,  removal  before  British  advance,  53,  57,  60,  64.  See  also  Commis- 
sary; Magazines;  Quartermaster  department. 

Storey, ,  sheep,  433. 

Straggling,  summary  punishment,  337;  at  camp  in  field,  348. 
Strength  of  forces.  See  Returns. 

Stribling,  Lieut.  Sigismund,  regiment,  200;  service,  200 n. 
Stuart,  Maj.  {Lieut.  Col.)  Christopher,  officer  of  the  day,  75,  273;  van- 
guard, 274; rearguard,  278. 
Subinspectors,  appointment,  126,  323,  466;  West  Point,  342,  417. 
Succasunna,  N.  J.,  removing  stores,  60. 
Suffern,  John,  tavern,  New  York,  march  to,  post,  66. 
Sullivan,  John,  letter  to,  100;  New  Hampshire  recruiting,  100. 
Sumner,  Lieut.  Col.  John,  officer  of  the  day,  7,  429,  496. 
Sunbury,  Pa.,  post,  294. 

Surgeons,  assigned,  7;  rum  issue,  478;  exchange,  478. 
Survey.  See  Maps;  Military  surveying. 
Sussex  Court  House,  N.  J.,  stores,  militia  guard,  127. 

Swain, ,  state  clothier,  court-martial,  dismissed,  138. 

Swan,  John,  spy,  acquitted,  221. 

Sweden,  armed  neutrality,  128. 

Swift,  Col.  Heman,  light  corps  command,  299. 

Swords,  for  office,  22.  See  also  Sabers. 
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Talbot,  Maj.  Jeremiah,  officer  of  the  day,  98,  99,  423,  429,  463;  at  court- 
martial,  138;  service,  423  n. 

Tallmadge,  Maj.  Benjamin,  letters  to,  157,  247,  361,  371,  418;  Culpers, 
157,  247,  361,  418;  British  movement  against  French,  271;  illicit 
communication  with  enemy,  371. 

Tallow,  collection,  care,  352,  380. 

Talman,  Douwe,  headquarters  at  house,  account,  346 n;  guard,  424. 

Tappan.  See  Orangetown. 

Tarle,  Gen.  Benoit  Joseph,  letter  to,  254;  cooperation,  254. 

Taverns,  New  Jersey,  425  n. 

Taylor,  Lieut.  Richard,  transfer,  201;  service,  201  n. 

Taylor,  Col.  Robert,  battle  line,  3. 

Teaneck  (Liberty  Pole),  N.  J.,  headquarters,  orders  and  letters  from, 

429-498. 
Tents,  scarcity,  merchants'  association  and  supply,  99,  150,  151,  433;  for 

campaign,  179;  and  light  march,  289;  militia  and  scarcity,  341. 

Ternay,  Charles  Henri  d'Arsac,  chevalier  de,  expected  fleet,  dispatches 
for,  122,  145,  156,  166,  184,  251;  news  of  sailing,  123 72;  supplies  by, 
168-171,  219,  228,  266;  arrival,  171,  184,  196,  197,  205;  letters  to, 
187,  326,  333,  384;  Washington's  greeting,  187,  188;  force,  205,  211, 
219;  general  orders  on  arrival,  220;  blockaded,  266,  272,  306,  319, 
325,  375,  383,  483;  ammunition  for  American  army,  338.  See  also 
New  York  City  (naval  phase);  Rochambeau. 

Thayer,  Maj.  Simeon,  officer  of  the  day,  142,  208;  light  corps  command, 
299. 

Theft,  trials,  penalty,  252,  414,  467.  See  also  Graft. 

Throop,  Maj.  Benjamin,  officer  of  the  day,  483;  service,  48372. 

Tilghman,  Lieut.  Col.  Tench,  letters  written  by,  13  n,  2572,  28  n,  4272- 
44  n,  57 72,  61 «,  72 «,  73  n,  80  72,  81  72,  8372,  8672,  8872,  9372-9572, 

9772,     IO472,     II072,     II272,     Ii8t2-I2072,     I2372,     I2972,     I3972,     I4072, 

14372,  14472,  14672,  14772,  15172,  15672,  15772,  15972,  16272,  17472, 

17872,  18072,  18272,  18372,  18572,  20572,  20772,  21372,  21472,  21772, 

21872,  22372,  22972,  23172,  23972,  24172,  24572-24772,  25172,  25472, 

25572,  26272,  26372,  26772,  27272-27772,  28272,  28372,  28572,  28772, 

28972,  29172,  29272,  29872,  30572,  311 72,  31572-31872,  32872,  33272, 

338«>  343«>  344">  36l«-363«>  37IW>  377n>  379w>  382W~384W> 
38672,  38872,  39572,  40072,  41672-41972,  42972,  43372,  44072,  44272, 
44772,  44972,  45172,  45772,  46372,  47472,  47672,  47872,  48072,  48472, 
48572,  49272,  50072,  50172;  appointed  aide,  51;  letters:  on  forage 
impressment,  15972;  on  patrol,  48772. 
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Tillinghast,  Daniel,  letter  to,  179;  French  appointment,  letter,  179. 

Tobacco,  for  prisoners  of  war,  468. 

Toner  Transcripts,  material  from,  159  n,  306 22. 

Tools,  for  New  York  City  movement,  179,  180;  on  march,  entrench- 
ment, 289. 

Torrey,  Ma).  Joseph,  officer  of  the  day,  34,  152,  154,  277,  438;  vanguard, 
277. 

Totowa,  N.  J.,  reconnoiter,  80;  impressment  of  transportation,  429. 

Totowa  Bridge,  N.  J.,  headquarters  at,  8972;  march  to,  319. 

Townes,  Lieut.  John,  transfer,  199;  service,  199  n. 

Transportation,  emergent  for  provisions  and  to  remove  stores,  impress- 
ment, 32,  33,  53,  54,  57,  60,  70,  80,  91,  248,  286,  286/2,  287,  418, 
428, 441;  arms,  128;  supplies  by  French  fleet,  168-171,  228,  266,  267; 
emergent  clothing,  205;  for  plan  against  New  York  City,  inade- 
quacy, 212,  213,  235,  393,  395;  for  moving  army,  impressment,  273, 
276,  279,  280;  Hudson  River,  298;  retaining  hired  teams,  363.  See 
also  Ferries;  Horses;  Navigation;  Roads;  Wagoners;  Wagons. 

Travel,  route  from  Philadelphia  to  the  Hudson,  401.  See  also  Transpor- 
tation. 

Trent,  Lieut.  Lawrence,  court-martial,  467;  service,  467  n. 

Trenton,  N.  J.,  flour  at,  removal,  53;  militia  rendezvous,  263. 

Trescott,  Ma).  Lemuel,  officer  of  the  day,  222;  light  corps  command,  299. 

Triplett,  Lieut.  William,  service,  230/2. 

Trousers,  altering  to  overalls,  386. 

Trumbull,  Gov.  Jonathan,  letters  to,  7,  30,  44,  81,  105  22,  111,  139,  154, 
168,  227,  266,  291,  338,  426,  456,  499;  emergent  provisions,  8,  426; 
settlement  of  accounts,  8/2;  militia  to  West  Point,  15,  24,  30,  31,  87; 
recruiting,  44,  81,  82,  94,  457;  circulars  to,  10422,  10522,  44922;  mili- 
tary stores,  in,  228,  229,  457;  fascines,  139,  140;  information  on 
Sound  navigation,  154;  emergent  transportation,  168,  169,  171,  228; 
transportation  of  supplies  from  France,  266,  267;  militia  for  cam- 
paign, dismissal,  291,  457;  commissary  suggestion,  500. 

Trumbull,  Joseph,  accounts,  822. 

Trumbull,  U.  S.  S.,  orders,  31922. 

Tryon  County,  N.  Y.,  protection  and  supplies  from,  165. 

Uniforms,  regulation  of  officers',  insignia,  21,  22,  173,  210;  French  sup- 
ply, 20522;  light  corps,  209,  240. 

Union,  evil  influence  of  state  control  over  army,  413.  See  also  Conti- 
nental Congress. 
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Van  Cortlandt,  Col.  Philip,  light  corps  command,  299. 
Vanderbeck,  Isaac,  headquarters  at  house,  account,  89  n. 
Van  Dyke,  Capt.  Abraham  C,  command  in  marines,  207. 
Van  Dyke,  Lieut.  Col.  Cornelius,  Fort  Schuyler  command,  46,  48. 
Van  Dyke,  Francis,  letters  to,  20, 144;  spy,  20, 21;  inaccurate  reports,  144. 
Van  Dyke,  Col.  Henry,  battle  line,  3. 

Van  Laer,  Capt.  William,  officer  of  the  day,  2,  19,  75,  99,  126,  142,  163, 
190,  241,  263,  346,  499;  rank,  4. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Philip,  relief  of  Fort  Schuyler,  288. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Gen.  Robert,  relief  of  Fort  Schuyler,  287,  288,  347. 

Van  Schaick,  Col.  Goose,  Fort  Schuyler  distress  and  mutiny,  36,  45,  46, 
48;  letters  to,  45,  87,  287,  459;  Oneidas,  87,  385;  relief  of  Fort 
Schuyler,  287,  288;  regiment  to  main  army,  460. 

Varick  Transcripts,  material  from,  262  n. 

Vermont,  militia  in  Mohawk  Valley  operations,  49;  reported  British 
negotiations,  161. 

Verplancks  Point,  N.  Y.,  conditions  of  holding,  40,  41,  67;  garrison, 
convalescents,  300,  310,  322;  headquarters,  orders  from,  335. 

Villefranche,  Maj.  Jean  Louis  Ambroise  de  Genton,  chevalier  de,  West 
Point  works,  331,  332. 

Vimeur,  Jean  Baptiste  Donatien  de.  See  Rochambeau. 

Virginia,  recruiting,  194-197,  232,  334,  373;  financial  plan,  334;  associa- 
tion, 334;  deserters  in,  pardon,  375,  382,  468,  470-472;  prisoners  of 
war  credited  to,  500,  501.  See  also  next  titles;  Convention  troops. 

Virginia,  governor  of.  See  Jefferson,  Thomas. 

Virginia,  H.  M.  S.,  180/z. 

Virginia  brigades,  levies  and  new  formation,  officers,  195-204,  225,  229, 
232-234,  334,  373,  381.  See  also  Muhlenberg,  Peter;  Woodford, 
William. 

Virginia  Eighth  Regiment,  officers,  199.  See  also  Wood,  James. 

Virginia  Eleventh  Regiment,  officers,  198  n,  201. 

Virginia  Fifteenth  Regiment,  officer,  199  n. 

Virginia  Fifth  Regiment,  officers,  1987Z-2007Z. 

Virginia  First  Regiment,  officers,  198  n,  200  n,  201  n. 

Virginia  First  State  Regiment,  to  South,  373. 

Virginia  Fourth  Regiment,  officers,  200 n,  10m. 

Virginia  Ninth  Regiment,  recruits,  200. 

Virginia  Second  Regiment,  200 n,  10m.  See  Febiger,  Christian. 
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Virginia  Second  State  Regiment,  to  South,  373,  381. 

Virginia  Seventh  Regiment,  officers,  199.  See  also  Morgan,  Daniel. 

Virginia  Sixth  Regiment,  officers,  198,  199 n. 

Virginia  Third  Regiment,  officers,  198,  198/2,  19972,  201  n. 

Virginia  Twelfth  Regiment,  officer,  200  n. 

Volunteers,  for  campaign  against  New  York  City,  260. 

Von  Heer,  Capt.  Bartholomew,  letter  to,  487/2;  patrol,  487/2. 

Voorhees,  John,  house,  476. 

Vose,  Lieut.  Col.  Elijah,  officer  of  the  day,  423,  485;  vanguard,  426. 

Wages,  hired  artificers,  143.  See  also  Pay. 

Wagoners,  detail,  189,  190, 372,  484;  militia,  401.  See  also  next  title. 

Wagons,  need,  27;  returns  on  departmental,  303;  control  over,  with 
army,  426.  See  also  preceding  title;  Transportation. 

Walbridge,  Ma].  Ames,  officer  of  the  day,  414,  435,  448;  service,  414/2. 

Wallace,  Capt.  Andrew,  regiment,  200;  killed,  200/2. 

Ward,  Artemas,  committee  on  quartermaster  department,  280/2. 

Warden,  Wait,  court-martial,  252. 

Warner,  Col.  Seth,  officers  imprisoned  at  Quebec,  473-475;  letter  to,  474. 

Warrant  officers.  See  Noncommissioned  officers. 

Warrants.  See  Accounts. 

Washington,  George,  movements,  55,  59,  74,  75,  109,  277,  278,  335,  337, 

338,  429,  431,  499/2;  Reed  namesake,  115;  coach,  253;  watch,  253. 

See  also  Commander  in  chief;  Land. 
Washington,  Ensign  George  Augustine,  regiment,  198;  service,  198/2. 

Washington,  John  Augustine,  letter  to,  134. 

Washington,  Martha,  at  Philadelphia,  72. 

Washington,  Samuel,  letter  to,  481;  ill,  481. 

Watchword.  See  under  General  orders  references. 

Waterman,  Lieut.  Thomas,  adjutant,  no;  service,  110/2. 

Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony,  brigade,  7;  letters  to,  59,  216,  353;  Knyphausen's 
advance,  59;  officer  of  the  day,  112,  351,  365,  386,  423,  478;  Irvine- 
Hand  rank,  138;  brigade  court-martial,  163;  detachment  to  remove 
stock,  216,  260;  Bulls  Ferry  attempt,  260-262;  division  command, 
313;  Macpherson  affair,  353-358;  vanguard,  426. 

Weare,  Pres.  Meshech,  circulars  to,  104/2,  105/2,  449/2;  letter  to,  105,  116, 
254;  recruiting,  105,  106,  116,  254;  seamen,  117. 

Webb,  Lieut.  Col.  John,  transfer,  200;  service,  200/2. 
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Webb,  Col.  Samuel  Blatchley,  new  arrangement,  commissions,  123,  125, 
506;  regiment  to  Connecticut  line,  125,  206,  242,  243;  special  ex- 
change, 161,  436;  recruiting,  193;  officer,  19372;  clothing,  303. 

Weed,  Israel,  commissary,  court-martial,  468. 

Weeks,  Reuben,  rustler,  spy,  47472. 

Welch,  Lieut.  John,  quartermaster,  304;  service,  30472. 

Wells,  Lieut.  Col.  Levi,  state  regiment,  post,  139;  in  New  York  City 
movement,  291,  29772,  305;  letters  to,  29772,  305,  489;  to  advanced 
post,  possible  British  movement,  488-490. 

Welsh,  Lieut.  Richard,  court-martial,  cashiered,  465,  466. 

Weltner,  Lieut.  Col.  Ludowick,  letter  to,  296;  to  main  army,  296. 

Wesel(  ?),  N.  J.,  impressment  of  transportation,  429. 

Wessells,  Joseph,  robbed,  467. 

West  Farm,  N.  J.,  post,  146,  245. 

West  Indies,  Franco-Spanish  reenforcements,  162;  Jamaica  expedition, 
378,  389,  444,  454;  cooperation  with  operations  in,  40272;  possible 
British  troops  for,  417,  422,  495. 

West  Point  and  Highlands,  N.  Y.,  command,  Arnold,  instructions,  13, 
91,  309-311,  313,  328;  supposed  British  designs,  reenforcement, 
militia,  siege  preparations,  American  counter,  12,  14-16,  24,  30,  31, 
38-44,  47,  49,  52,  55,  58,  59,  62-68,  74,  77-82,  84,  91,  92,  133,  137; 
proper  size  of  garrison,  14,  52;  ruse  to  divert  British,  14,  15;  returns 
on  conditions,  78;  Howe  as  commander,  91;  levies  to,  139,  140,  156; 
specific  supplies,  165;  construction,  Kosciuszko,  178,  310,  331,  332, 
362;  drill  and  maneuvers,  178,  198;  troops  in  New  York  City  move- 
ment, 244,  270,  271,  278;  waste  of  arms,  230;  weekly  field  returns, 
231;  army  baggage  to,  guard,  301;  militia  garrison,  309,  316,  341- 
343,  455;  subinspector,  342,  417;  possible  further  British  threat,  360, 
361,  488,  489;  fuel,  370;  scarcity,  394,  395,  416;  provisions  to  main 
army,  lieu,  446,  450,  490,  500. 

Western  Pennsylvania  Independent  Company,  raid,  37872. 

Westfield,  N.  J.,  route  through,  401. 

Wharton,  Francis,  Revolutionary  Diplomatic  Correspondence,  20572. 

Whippany,  N.  J.,  headquarters,  letters  and  orders  from,  59-72. 

Whipping,  as  military  punishment,  253,  414, 415,  467,  468;  summary,  of 
stragglers,  337. 

White,  Capt.  Hatfield.,  officer  of  the  day,  485;  service,  48572. 

White,  Capt.  Moses,  brigade  inspector,  346;  service,  Hazen's  aide,  34672. 

White,  Adj.  William,  officer  of  the  day,  438;  service,  43872. 

White,  Lieut.  William,  transfer,  199;  service,  19972. 
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Whitehead,  Timothy,  bark,  19. 

Whitestone,  L.  I.,  in  proposed  joint  operations,  176;  British  force  at, 

294  n,  324  n,  416. 
Whiting,  Lieut.  Col.  Daniel,  officer  of  the  day,  447;  service,  447 n. 
Whiting,  Lieut.  John,  adjutant,  424;  service,  424 n. 
Wilkinson,  James,  letter  to,  83;  summer  clothing,  83;  clothing  for  joint 

operations,  213. 
Willett,  Lieut.  Col.  Marinus,  Van  Dyke,  20  n. 
Williams,  Lieut.  David,  transfer,  199;  service,  199 n. 
Williams,  Capt.  James,  regiment,  198;  service,  198  n. 
Williams,  John,  court-martial,  capital  penalty,  pardon,  163. 
Wilmington,  Del.,  militia  rendezvous,  267. 
Wine,  for  headquarters,  207. 

Winslow,  Ma].  Nathaniel,  officer  of  the  day,  478;  service,  478  n. 
Winston,  Capt.  John,  regiment,  200;  service,  200  n. 
Winter  quarters,  storing  heavy  baggage,  33;  removing  stores  from 

abandoned,  60. 
Witherspoon,  Peter,  spy,  acquitted,  221. 
Women,  gifts  to  army,  71,  71  n,  72  n,  167,  216,  333,  334,  350,  351;  assault 

on,  capital  penalty,  224,  372;  left  at  post,  300. 
Wood,  Col.  James,  new  officers  of  regiment,  199;  superintendent  of  Con- 
vention troops,  complaint  against,  201,  271;  letter  to,  271. 
Woodbridge,  Maj.  Theodore,  officer  of  the  day,  13,  34,  414,  448;  service, 

13  n. 
Woodford,  Gen.  William,  loss  of  cannon  and  baggage,  28;  illness,  parole, 

125. 
Worthington,  Asa,  cattle,  433. 
Wounded.  See  Sick. 
Wyllys,  George,  attestation,  243. 
Wyllys,  Col.  Hezekiah,  militia,  338/2. 
Wyllys,  Col.  Samuel,  at  court-martial,  448,  464,  502. 

Young,  Capt.  Henry  (John),  transfer,  198;  service,  198 n. 
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